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THE ADMIRABLE EFFORTS of the At-
lanta School Board to “prepare the
community” for desegregation of two
high school grades this fall and the
neighborhood  discussions and  per-
suasions of QASIS (a commendable
catch-all for save-the-schools groups)
to dissuade students and adult passers-
by from violent expression of their
displeasure speak well for the civilized
if somewhat divided Atlanta com-
munity.

Mayor Hartsfield’s fierce warnings to
professional flying squadrons of fanatic
outsiders, due to swarm to Atlanta to
rescue the white race, seem a great
deal more partisan and pointed than
the mild exhortations of School Super-
intendent John W. Letson and the
temperate counsels of OASIS. Mr.
Hartsfield has not always exhibited a
consistent bias for Negro students and
their desegregation doings, but he is
most colorfully and cholerically against
white imports and their less gentle
demonstrations. He calls these knights-
errant “the outhouse crowd™ and warns
that “they'll get their heads knocked to-
gether.” This vigorous figure of speech
has not offended me as it has some
Atlantans, because it does not imply
to me that the mayor will personally
crack together the heads of all vocal
segregationists or order the police to
fracture skulls of all who protest de-
segregation. 1t surely means, never-
theless, that police will at least stop dis-
orders at the point of law violation—
arresting native street messiahs and im-
ported race saviors when they com-
mence to throw things, beat the law-
abiding and indulge in such disorderly
conduct as obscene insults, or what the
police call “opprobrious terms.” If the
mayor chooses to call this “knocking
their heads together,” then 1 can only

(Continued on page 17)






