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Att: 

A year ago, on May 24, 27 of us i n two buse~. arrive_d·.~· :· ··.~····~· : ~·•~rj: 
~a•issippi , t he first in Jackson to t est t~e Boyot~~ 4. ~e~~e:L~l~c~~ 
the U~ S. Supreme Court de.eegregati ng termin~l facii~~ . l-;il'-i~l&F:"' 
state conmerce . We were met by about 50 poli ce , with··:, .:: 
Almost i mmediately. we were all arrested -- some of us 
reached the door of the r~ste.urant . The charge was br~ac 
peace4 We went: firs t to the local jail, t hen before .t lie .:lwr .......... ;:~4CO*j~I:<G~ 
wh~re w~ were found guilty, f ined $200 and given suspen~~~ se:o~~~r~~~~ 
of 2 tnopths :- We went to jail to work off our fines at· -the 
$3 .a day. 

We were next in the Hinds Coun ty J ail , t hen the county prison' J 
thett t he maximum security unit of the s t ate prison at P .cbman*: 
first of the 325 Freedom Riders to make hie tour of ~a a·B·iaalpp! > 

Our be.~ng arrested was ot extr aordinary. Sinee t he si t .:.. i ne i n··· . .. ) •r.:.:-~.I,L><.: .. • 
Qr,~ t)Sb~x-o~ N. C., in Feb .uary, 1960 , mer~ than 5, 000 civi\- :rl@tl 'i 

emonetrators have been arrested. . ;. / :.1:.: 
~ .:~ . "· ' ' 

P~rc~aA is a flat one-story building surrounded by a high chain· -~~~~-
fen~.e · topped with rolls of barbed wire. In the cell block 01:J'r ·.~·,·· .. o. ·Ul!ll.8:~-~ 
were::·· taken from us; we wer e given ill-fitted shorts; mattre, ·a_ee .~·-;···.'i• ... 
taken .. aw~ay ; :we slept on the floor ; in very hot weather, window&' 

~ I -~,\:. \ .•. J • '\ " . ... • 1.,"'-· .,- ... 

~ -.'ctoaed and fans turned off . Most of the 325 riders wer e 39 . daY& to; .. . 
--~ ·Jail', ·elit~fly in Parchman. 
' ,. 

· ~sentences re4ched 6 months for other rider s . We decided 


