








































(Smith) p.20 

Smith (cont.) preacher, I am a Baptist preacher. I have been a preacher a 
long, long time. And I wouldn't hazard a guess how many 
times I have spoken to an audience from folk that were out 
of this pastor, and made reference to what they gave me as 
history was propaganda. So I can tell you that. That is the 
truth. What they me as history was simply propaganda. 
It was a long time before I knew that Jeff Davis and Robert 
E. Lee were not on the same level as Abraham Lincoln and 
u.s . Grant. I know as a military man and trainee profession­
all, and as a southern gentleman you would have to recognize 
General Robert E. Lee. He had certain talents and certain 
dignities of man, and had expressed certain ideas that, .. -well 
you could interpret it that he really wanted to do the right 
thing finally. I don't know whether or not, as it is we 
accept him as he was. So the kind of history, the kind of 
propaganda we read, and the kind of holidays we enjoy-- we 

enjoy many of the federal holidays, but out in the 
country there naturally if the mail rider didn't run you 
didn't know why . Nobody got no news. No blacks out there 
got newspapers. My grandmother did get a newspaper, the 
Atlanta Constitution, I remember that. I never have been 
able to-- in fact I didn't understand it-- she could read 
a newspaper, she couldn't read long hand, she couldn't 
write long hand. Never have been able to understand it. 

But we have come a long way. America is a great . 
experience in justice for man. We are still in trouble now 
(laughter) . I am getting way off now, you may be ••• I am 
not going you what you are. 

End of Interview . 
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