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choice to join up and be enthusiastic, of course 
it was the only way to be a full scale part of it-­
but to mute their disagreements on a kind of who 
am I basis. 

Bruce, can we talk some more about Al Lowenstein 
and his involvement, and method of dealing with 
people, exciting people, encouraging people • 

.•• I think that part of the hugely mixed feelings 
about Al-- I mean Ivanhoe Donaldson talking to me 
in the winter of '64, late fall •64, about how Al 
was a traitor, that thye had a file of letters that 
showed that he was a traitor, all this kind of odd 
mythology. And then early in '65, greeting Al, and 
hugging him, and being pleased to see him. I think 
that that kind of mixed feeling about Al had a lot 
to do with exactly that, they felt his liking for 
them, and his enthusiasm, and the way he really did 
deal with them directly. There wasn't anything 
condescending in Al's attitude there. 

And yet they felt quite at odds with his mode 
which was so different from theirs -. And I think 
threatened by it, and threatened by his attempts 
to bring them back into the mainstream. Because that 
is how they saw it and you know, and Al thought that 
liberty and citizenship and power were in stream . 

Right. I have read a couple of different accounts 
of-- I guess (David) Harris' is one-- of Lowenstein, 
you know, his first visit to Mississippi, and him 
finding Moses. It's almost ••• in a lot of situations, 
things I have read about Lowenstein, he had this 
sort of ability to have instant credibility. 

Yes. 

I wonder if you could talk about how he managed to 
do that. If you feel that is the right term or ? 

No, I think he did tend to have a kind of instant 
credibility. And I would say several things and they 
don't account for it all. Al was always remarkably 
well-informed to start with, he always asked good 
questions, he wanted to understand the situation, 
he absorbed an enormous amount in conversation, and 
God knows Al was just phenomenally bright. 

He also had such evident strength. You felt 
buoyed up when you started talking W'i th Al, the 
possibility that things could be done was there. 
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And if things needed to be done, Al would help. When 
other people would come to town and talk about things, 
you had sense well they are interested but, you know, 
will they be here. With Al, without him having to 
say it, but he would say it at times, without him 
having to say it you knew that if you called him he 
would come back. 

Also he had been around for a long time, and he 
was in touch with powerful people. But more than that 
there was sort of-- the tales of organizing, of getting 
stuff mimeographed, of all the kind of hard business 
of putting together the details of a movement was 
totally undaunting for Al. If a statement had to put 
together, Al was prepared to say, well why don't you 
write it, or write a draft and I them I will work over 
it some. Or if you want I will sit down and work on 
a couple of paragraphs. You know, whatever it was Al 
was ready to get right involved. 

And if you talked about strategy, again Al would 
ask wonderful questions. He would have suggestion 
about how it was done here and there. He knew a lot 
of history, he knew a lot of different things. And 
he would try out ideas, one after another.- ~He was 
tactically and strategically, he was wonderfully 
inventive. And you had a kind of sense when you were 
dealing with him that-- I mean here was guy who was 
a pro. 

This (Mississippi) was relatively early though. I 
mean this is 1963 and '64. 

Yeah, but when I met Al in '62 at Stanford I was struck 
by how on top of every subject he was that came up. 
When I heard him in 1960 speak at the NSA Congress, 
it was clear from what people had said in advance 
that this was the most impressive speaker on the 
circuit. Al had an immediate presence. On the platform 
and otherwise, here was a guy who spoke from a wide 
range of experience. And who also knew the South. 
I mean who come South in the forties to go to school, 
who had been a legislative assistant to a southern 
Senator. Who stayed in touch with what was going on 
in the South. And who also knew the civil rights move­
ment. 

No, Al was already a well-developed and practiced 
leader. He had been head of the Collegiate Council 
for the U.N., he had been president of NSA already 
back in '50- '-51. I mean he was just a person with 
enormous experience in organizations and polities. 
And even though-- the first few times I met him I 
didn't know much about his backgr~und. I knew-- you 
would always know a few things because people would 
tell you. 
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It was clear that this was just the most compe:tent 
person you had ever run into politically. And I 
think that that wasn't just an illusion. I have 
known an awful lot of people who have worked on 
campaigns, who have done one thing or another. I 
don't know many people who have the diversity of 
experience that Al had. 

He really could put together a statement about 
this or that very rapidly. He really could, you 
know-- he could estimate printing costs (laughter). 
He knew an awful lot of the small details as well 
as having a large scale sense of strategy. 

And so ••• in a sense then that rapidness was both 
sort of an advantage and a hinderance because he 
was probably ahead of some people in SNCC, especially 
in SNCC. 

Yeah. 

I mean he had the experience. 

I think that is absolutely true, and where he was 
perfectly at ease in negogiating with the Justice 
Department, or thinking about the top levels of 
American society-- at root he was very angry--
but he was at ease in terms of dealing with them. 
And that was a world that was foreign to most of 
the SNCC people. A world that they didn't trust, 
they wanted to deal with, you know, they wanted 
them to come to Mississippi and deal with the SNCC 
people on their terms. Al didn't think that was 
logical, but also didn't think that the terms of 
the powerful were all that hard."You know you want 
to deal with that, well you know, it is possible 
to deal with that, here is how. And you do it." 
"You want ot argue with a Justice Department Attorney, 
let's go over an argue with them." 

You know, it was both, it was wonderfully 
heartening at times. You had that sense that this 
guy said you could do all those things. And that 
he thought that your plans were possible and 
reasonable. I mean he was a terrific encouragm~nt·· 
to SNCC and the kind of transformation from the 
small scale to the large scale operation. 

You know for all the mixed feelings that were 
evident about Al even there on Lynch Street in · 
October '63, a kind of feeling that he was too 
much, there was also a feeling of life that people 
said they owed very much to him. And things were 
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moving. This Freedom Ballot thing, people were greet­
ing us with great enthusiasm. You know, oh here are 
some of the people that Al went out and recruited. 
Mixed feelings, but part of it was very, very enthus­
iastic about him. 

And you would hear the Al stories from some of 
the SNCC people. "You know, by God, he has really 
got into it. They arrested him nineteen time on the 
way back the - other night," and so forth. That kind 
of stuff. 

End of Interview. 
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