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and that i1s when the chief of police said arrest everybody.

low were SIHCC staff people with yous ias woses with you?

Yeah he was there. He was in jail with us. what happened
was a group of white employees from the Mississippi Fower
and Light Company, they let them out, I remember that.
They were gathered around the courthouse and the crowd was
about to get out of hand when the chief of police ...

The white crowd?

Yeah. And he Jjust said, "Zverybody is under arrest.”" Curtis
Hayes was up speaking. I was coming behind him. When Curtis
got up that man the chief of police said bring them all in.
They had iiississippi Fower and Light Company all of their
employees, and there were several railroad men down there.
And many of them had sticks and things. It was about to

get out of hand. There was one man there named L.cluffy,

one arm kcGuffy do you remember that? He had a rope with

a hangman's knot in it.

So they put us all in jail. And immediately they took
the SNCC staff and separated them from the students. They
started the interrogation. 50 we were suspended from school.
And at that time we had to use st. Taul's i.ethodist Church.
The ones that were eighteen and over spent thirty-four
days down at the county Jjall. And the ones seventeen and
under, under eighteen, were released, oh yeah, released
to their parents.

There was one, there were several incidents within
the three days I stayed in jail. I stayed in jail three
days. There was an incident where one girl was pushed
down a stairway for talking, there was one incident where
one black man beat his daughter in front of the white men.
There were many local whites who came in there and went
down the list to see if their, to see if the black people
who were working in their homes had any of their children.
They would look at the list and they were terminating the
black lady that was working for them.

I was employed by Hollis Drive-In. I worked that
Jaturday night. And he informed us that anybody with the
NAACF Freedom Riders that they would be terminatea. so
I got out of jail on a VWednesday, no I got out of jall on
a Saturday, started back to work that saturday night and
I got to The door and they told me that I was terminated.
From then they switched from all black carhovs, they
switched around to all white.many blacks lost their lives,
lost their jobs during that time. I remember they had a
picture, a movie come here, Ocean 11 with Sammy Davis Jr.
and Joey Bishop and all them at the ralace Theater. The













iartin (cont.):

llarry Cowie:
Jenkins:

Bowie:

Wartin:
Bowie:

I'midentified:

RPowie:

The group:

(mcComb Conference) p.l1

had heard the fact that it wouldn't, integration wouldn't
cost this country nothing. Dob and I talked about that,
and a guy named Cordell Xeagon, we all talked about 1it.
And kr. ... he got killed up there, ... i.r. Lee, ..T.
Herbert lLee, I didn't know him, and I had heard about it
through Deacon Bryant, but I remember the killing. I Zot
to come to more of a close relationship with Zob (..oses)
in my traveling. ‘e would come down to my house,
at that time they had cut the bus system out again. I
didn't have no way then. ie were having problems only ... .

But the thing about L.cComb was that the movement shift-
ed its goal, because of the demand of the students. The
intitial goal was for nothing but a voter registration
drive. Because of the population we had learned little
things about counties, certain counties where the popula-
tion was under twenty percent, where blacks make up twenty
percent of the population, there really was no threat of
violence from the whites. In counties where there was a
large population over forty (percent), you felt that was
where your violence comes in. 3ecause of the power that
blacks had. That is what happened in Amite County, the
bombing here, the bombing of 1964 which is something that
this town will never live down.

Jenkins, who was the women that you were talking about
earlier?

Who pulled the gun? (Inaudible)

The reason I ask is because there has been a pattern where
people who were very very strong in reaction to it ( the
movement), would a year later become a leader.

That's true.

She didn't fit that category?

Mo mother never made the switch. She was
still pulling guns ... (laughter).

Eut there were others who reacted just like that, like to
give a point, and you look up a year or two later and the
kind of thing that John (Lewis) did like giving that

sermon, 1t would take a while before 1t would sink in.

And you see some of those same people now, and you remember
fifteen years ago, or twenty years ago when they were
afraid and then they made the transition. When you hear
thelr story it was as if they were in it from the beginning.

Right.
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IIistory was b2Ing made.
Oh most definitely. fou are righi there.

It was the ones that participated and the ones who didn't
that created the envy I think.

Then you have to look at this too Charles. There were kids
who wanted to take part but their parents wouldn't allow
them, and they realized the danger of it, because there were
many people losing their jobs.

“hey still are on that account.

’ell a lot of the students rebelled against their parents,
if their parent, they got into it you see.

I can relate to what Joe said there, and Charlie too, because
in my family I know we had my iUncle Chuck was highly in-
volved in the o luy
sister wanted to be involved, , she was old enough
«+s » But myparents and my grandparents they decided thal

we got one that is going to have to go to Cambell College
that we are going to have to see about, now there would be
two in the family.

That was another hardship. The students that went off to
school.

znd of tape and this portion of conference.
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