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John Buffington Side 2
Project leader of Cjay County,

Miss. FDP--Member SNCC

Q: How long are you going to stay with the West Point group?

A: 1I'll probablyybe here another year. MOst likely. But
I'll ...well, I'11 probably stay til about Christmas. Then
I think I'1l leave...get a scholarship...and go back to .
school. Once I finish school, then I won't have anything
to worry about.

Q@: Think you'll come down and work full time again?

A: Well, yeah, yeah, I'1]l feel much better, I think,

being finished...I think ::finishin school offers a
certain amount of reward. I'd like to get that off my mind
now. I want to go on and finish and come back.

Q: What are you majoring in?

A: Nothing; I mean, I'm not majoring in, anything, really.
I almost one time majored in political science.

Q: What do you think has given the West Point project the
repubation of getting the most done in the state?

A: Exaggeration, for one thing.
Q: That's not a fair question to ask aproject leader.

A: Exaggeration, yeah, and one of the things...well, we
really followed the way that the FDP was originally set up,
which is the best, I think...we really stuck Jjust to voter
registration, to tryitng to organize precincts...and every
program we attempt to work on, we try to gear it to voter
registration. This 1s, very easy to do--you can't talk about
jobs without...if I talk about jobs, I'm always bringing up
the point that you can't talk about this unless youtdlk about
voting. Then one of the things we do, one of the things, to
try to organize, we've held people together, one of the things,
you know. And a lotta people, you know, see people comlng
up in the finances, you know, like--county's able to raise
quite a bit of money to go to wWashington, to send good
people to Washington, and...people being involved in FDP, and
Clay County, they can understand. They understand. You
never met Miss Satter, she's an extremely bright lady,

about the fifth grade rhetoric, extremely extremely brignt,
and she went to Washington, she made a really good impression,
you know. She...we let her do many things, while she was
there. ©She done so many things. And they want to go to
Alabama, you know, to organize an FDP there. She knows the
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complete history of the FDP. And it seemsthat people who
do get involved, you know, many of them, not all of them,
but many of them, understand what the FDP is, and they ean
explain it, you know...basically know what's happening.
They read, they write to Jackson, inquiring after informa-
tion. And they usually attend meetings good. They got
good rhetoric--very talkative, you know. A4nd that's why
people give us a good go, look at us, because we're
organized and have good people. Most places, they's less
of them understands a lot. Some of the militants, you know,
the onesxstill in FDP, they come to me and talk to me,

but won't do much. Like they went to Jackson, went to jail,
made a big scene down there; one girl got on the tube, made
a big scene, telling the cop what she would do if...a lot of
things like that. Just being very forward, wanting to be
with the first crowd, going with the most dangerous. They
go to the place they thought'd be the most dangerous, in
Clay County. And girls like Cgrolyn, will come from--

not a bourgeols background, but a middle-class background,

a respectable background, you know--and it's really true,
you don't find too many kids like that working. And Johnny,
he wants changes in Misslssippi. I can tell; he asks me
lot of questions from time to time about what's going on.
He's concerned about getting people registered to vote.

But he's still a kid, you know; he's sincere. And that's
one of the things, you know, about this. A lot of kids
like...when people went to Washington, you know, for
busliness. And they take it seriously; they take FDP
seriously. Very serious. People's really involved, like
Mrs. Adams, Lessie, Richard. He's willing to give up
anything.

Q: You have a few Northern Negroes working on the project
too, don't you? John Leslie, isn't he from Chicago?

A: No, he isn't.
Q: You don't have amy Northern Negroes?

A: No. He stayed in Chicago for a year, and then came
back down. He stayed in Chicago about two years, maybe.
And let go Chicago when he came back down to work...in the
movement. He's a Mississippian, Just Iike I'm a Georglan.

Q: We've been asking people before about the difference
between the civil rights movement as seen by the Negroes aid
the whole big movement, as seen by the white volunteers.
What do you think the focus of the movement is for Negroes?
I don't know i1f this is really a difference, but is it like
attacking the white power structure and breaking all that
down, or gaining equal rights within the structure?

A: What are you talking about?
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Q: I'm talking about what people see as what they're
fighting for. ~

A: Do the Negroes see what they're fighting for, you
mean?

Q: Yes, do they see 1t in radical terms?

A: BRgdical terms. No, they don't see it in radical

terms. Not radically. They see...see, one of the things
the Negroes...they don't...if you're talking about, do they
think radically, they can see, you know, see things exactly
like the workers, then they don't. No. They just see it...
they see changes, they see wanting to make changes, and make
jobs, and get to vote...that's about it. That's about it.

Q: Then they want to work through the existing power struc-
ture rather than changing 1t?

A: Yeah. They don't emphasize the overthrow. And you can
see that, you know. We walk about, and we talk about 1it,

and they say, "We want to do it right. We's going to walt
for the decision." Negroes don't want to force it. Negroes
when they start to work, they's not supposed to make as much
as the wite folks. And they know that. But I think 1it's
going to come a time, as they understand more,...but I don't
think you could just...I don't like to just pound things into
people's hedds and say, "This 1s it." you know. And "This is
bad for you, and this is good." They'll find out. I don't
feel as 1if I should force them.

Q: Yes, that's the answer to the question.

A: One of the things,you know...people...one of the things
you can't do, you can't go around making the mistake that

some of the other workers do...like opposing the NAACE.

And this is fine. Say, "I never get out publlicly and denousce
the NAACP." Among FDP nor go out into the communities and
say, you know...let the workers do this..."NAACP 1s a sorry
no-good organization." But what I do is talk about what I'm
doing, you know, for the county. And people say, "Oh, I'm
member NAACP." I say, "Well, that's wonderful." I say,
"That's wonderful." And when they getiinvolved, and I try

to get them involved, and what happens, most of the people

I just talked to was NAACP members. Oscar Brown, you know,
one night he say to me, "Now walt a minute. They start
talking about the NAACP." They'd read an article that was
printed inthe paper about the NAACP attacking the FDP, and

he says, "You know, they haven't done anything here." He
sald,"they just get our money. Iive belonged to that organi-
zation, and they do zero for us. That NAACP, I've been givin
em dollars for twenty-one years, he says, twenty-one yeas
I've heen a member of that thing. And they have never told me
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they's comin in, to try to teach me about their program.

And they's just talking,® they say. "What do you think?"

I says, "I don't know. What do you think?" They talk, and
they say, "They really ain't too good."™ "They don't give

you any money." And then I state, you know, "No, they haven't
given us too much money." Now they don't like NAACP. When
NAACP was golng to have a project here, they'd heard all these
reports here, because Henry's brother-in-law was one of their
workers, and he lives here. He's very...he's a big civil
rights man, one of the first Negroes fun for candidate in
Mississippl. Independent candldate. And Brother Nimms is

an NAACP member. So I talked to him, told him nothing, didn't
try to force an opinion, you know. I didn't think it was
wise, you know, to speak out and try to argue with him.

About what the NAACP haven't done. So I just let him talk,
about it. And when they sald they was coming in him, in
here,Brother Lindsay said, "All these people are doin' a fine
job. Why do you have to some in?" Apnd he told 'em, you know,
explained about this and that, and they got in a blg fight,
he and his brother-in-law. So Rev. Lindsay, they began to
pressure him, and he came by and told us he was looking for

a house for these NAACP, these 10 workers coming in. And

he was honest enough tto come by and tell us they's coming.
And he know, he know enough that we don't care that much
about it. But we never, never did...from what he'd read,

but he never heard us talk about 'em. Jack Jackson 1is strictly
NAACP, and...what he said is,"it's a kind thing Rev. Lindsay
done. I called him down to Jackson and told him nbdt to

come, told him we didn't need it, because I don't see how

you could work here with that kind of competition. They aintt
going to be no candidate, no work. So I dontt think that'd
be meaningful." And they'd gotten a house for ‘'em and
everything. Then they called Jackson, and Jackson wouldn't
go pick 'em up. He said, he didn't think they needed 'em.
And they didn't want 'em, they wouldn't work and be involved
with 'em, because they already had one. And they still like
it. Well, I have arguments with Jackson, but not about NAACP.
Apout other things, just our views. Because he's a very
aggressive man, you know, and he understands, you know, he's
the kind of person you can talk to and argue with. But I
don't think you should spend all that time, you know...1
really don't like to work that way. Maybe I should go down
and try to talk about them other organizations, you know,
what you're doing and what you're trying to do. But don't
talk about it. Because I don't think it's FDP versus NAACP.

I don't see it that way. Or SNCC versus NAACP. That elther.
I really never have felt that way; and I'm amember of NSNCC.
One of the things, you know...I'm not, 1I'm not...saying 1
like NAA; I really don't. I think it should be a tea party
or somethhng. It's just a tea party; they don't do anything.
But I...I, you know, I won't say they all...they're a useléss
organization, they never should have been organized. I won't
say anything like that. They played a great part in what's
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in what's going on. And I've said this, and I'1l1l say it
again, they've played a great role; and just because we're
SNCC, we're not super, and we're not the only ones that
have...created this movement. We're not the only ones.

We're not the movement, it ididn't start when SNCC was
organized. We're not the only...you know...thing in all
this. I've seen wonderful people in SCLC; lot of guys are
very good friends of mine. And SNCC opposed that, you

knew. But I think SNCC is the most failthftl. And determined.
And one of the things, you can't keep SNCC down. People

are more falthful, and more dedicated. That's the dedica-
£ion.lipeople are, you know, they say SNCC is baikrupt,

that doesn't disturb anything. It doesn't mean to anybody
anything. Many times, that's almost the ruinatlion of another
organization. The NAACP would just say that, itt's the
ruination. If they go bankrupt. But it doesn't mean that

to SNCC. They say, "Well, we haven't got any money."

Q: Do you think the difference between the so-called philo-
sophies of SNCC and SCLC are really that great, or do you
think the philosophies are really not that different?

A: There's not really many differences exist. We'll work
with SCLC on too many things. It all ends up, with a fight.
And we're never...have an executive meeting, you know. We'll
never work on another program with them. They are basically
good, and working in the right direction. And we'll talk
about it, you know, for eight hours, but we can't let them
trip us, all this crap. They do us the same way.

Q: Do you think this kind of argument is healthy?

A: Yeah; it does more good. Because nelther one of em...
lot of these guys know people on the SCLC staff, and the get
along fine. And when one say, "I heard you say this about
me," the other say, "Oh, I wouldn't say that." You know.
There's just this thing, it's not that they're right and

the vothers...it's just, you know. Like we...at the last
executive meeting, we decided we wouldn't have any financial
responsibility, be responsible for any moneys spent in Ala-
bama,you know. And that's what SCLC didn't want. They mnted
us to work there. We sald we're doing the march, and if it
wasn't for the people that statéd we're doing the march, we
would only give our medical committee radio cars. We end

up giving $28,000. This buys everything. So King never...
and you can see, though; King never opens the attack on

us. And Foreman have never really openly attacked King.

One of the things that have happened, that several people who
call themselves SNCC, but they're really not...King come down
to Mississippi, and these guys say,"Oh, Im SNCC," and 1if

he go to Alabama, these guys put on a pin and the reporter
say, who you working for, he says, nI'm working for SNCC."
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And the reporter interested. And he say, "Yes, and I have a
statement to make." And they'!'ll speak for SNCC, you kn ow.
And they'll write it up, and say, "A coordinator said this,

a committee member said this," I know the game. There's

a bilg writeup in Newsweek, I think it was, about one girl
who had said so much about Martin Luther King. She said some
bad things, you know. And Jim personally, paild a personal
visit. He didn't like it.

Q: What is SNCC's attitude toward the press?

A: Usually they don't like the press. Press' s not very
friendly to SNCC. Never.

Q: How conscious is the movement of the rest of the nation?
Particularly, how conscious is SNCC of what the rest of the
nation thinks of it? It's my own impression that SNCC doesn't
seem to care too much how things look to white Northern
liberals. They're not worried about alienating them.

A: On, I think they are. They don't care, perhaps...

our actlivities here...you have people that are for SNCC this
week, and next week, they're you know, financing someone
else. And they write terrible letters, and threaten...and
ask why. And we write a letter back, say,"Okay, and don't
give us any more money then." They don't care. And they
stop. They don't care, about what...how they agitate here.
How that looks to liberals in the North. And neither do I.
Personally, I don't care.

Q: Is it that you don't really need thelr support, or...
A: Yeah, you need 1it.

Q: Is it that they haven't helped you sufficiently in the
past?

A: No, you need the people's support in the North. But wher
you start solely depending, and people in the North change
thelir opinion, this is not a wise move. Like the FDP has
caused SNCC to lost a lot of support, really. They lost a
lot of support because of FDP. But they don't care; they
don't care for a minute. They don't care for...they don't
care for many reasons, because when you start telling people,
people start demanding, you know, they start giving you money
and they start demanding programs, I thinkthat's bad. And
that's what they...if you ever talk to, try to explain your
standpoint, you know, and sayryou're afraid of losing support,
you know, and let them think they've got the control on

you, they'd...the next time they demand more. And you get
hung up, you see. And that's the worse thing about NAACP.

If white liberals threaten to take their financial support



ci65=-7

away, a lot of financial support would be gone. They would
all quit. But...but you can't care about what they thingk
about some of your programs. They threaten...they question,
you know. "We've got a right," you know. With a statement
they don't thinkis so wise, is a wige move or a wise decision.
But some of the people, you go o the -Atlanta office, you
find a lot of interesting things. I mean, a lot of letters,
that come from people, you know. Well, SNCC doesn't listen.
They really don't care. They need the support, they really
need the support, and it hurts...but on political issues, they
gig't got time to get involved. They've lost thousands of
ollars. :

Q: Why do you think this is? Because FDP 1s such a radical
idea? Is it what FDP does, or is it what FDP represents?

A: Well, they think it's radical, you know, acts to unseat
other congressmen. And you know,they thought thls was orga-
nized, that FDP people were involved...in the regular demo-
cratic party. And it's like all kinds of little Democratic
clubs that they gets support from, you know. That's a lot

of little things. All kinds of little political organizations.
And they don't support this; they don't think this thing
should be done this way. They don't like mass demonstrations
in Washington} they won't support that. They think that's
bad, you know, to approach those Congressmen in office. Some
thing like that. And they'll tell you,they'll write, and
tellyyou that's bad. The trip to Africa caused a lot of
confusion, on SNCC's support in Vietnam, that's...see, SNCC
never came under the heading, and that's one of the things
they stayed as they have, they never figured they was Jjust

a civil rights organization. It's not..it's the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. It's not equipped Jjust

to deal with civil rights. Civil rights, where there are
Negroes involved. It doesn't say that. People get all these
hangups, and they say...people are really confused about
what SNCC is, and tell us they don't know...well, once I was
on the SNCC staff for three years, and I still know...what
SNCC is...l don't know.

Q: Is that because there's so much local autonomy?

A: Well, nobody...you just operate. SNCC used to have a
structure, but it doesn't now.

Q: What kind of a structure do you mean? A hierarchical
structure, with someone at the top?

A: Heck yeah; you know, how you do 1%, how this is done,

what cames from here, and this person is resposs...ls supposed
to be responsible to this person, you know. Organization, so
you could get things done. But then it's hard to get things
done now, because you don't hmve any structure. It's just...
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it's Just a wild thing, you know. But basically, it's gettin
better. The Mississippl summer project, youknow, and SNCC
grew, you know...going through goowin pains, that's one thing...
growing pains. And I'ts growing, you know, like in staff.

Out in Mississippl projects they's got about 200 people on
staff. It used to be about 20, about 50. It used to be about
40 or 50. Now they got about 275, 80.

Q: Are you talking about SNCC, or FDP...
A: Yes, about &NEC.

Q: Are you given more or less complete local autonomy in
what you do? Do you receive directions from anybody?
As far as directing the project here goes?

A: Well,the Jackson office, you know...about the challenge,
you know. They call, and say, "Set up certain meetings,"
and that sort of thing.

Q: Atlanta doesn't give you any directions? What does
Atlanta do?

A: Well, Atlanta...
Q: Do they transfer you around, for instance?

A: Yes; they got the say there; they say, "We'd like for
you to come to Georgla, we'd like for you to go fundraise,
you should go here, or we're sending somebody, because you
need h&#m." They can do that. They do that.

Q: Do you think that black and white will finally be able
to live in complete harmony? 1In other words, do you think
SNCC's philosophy will actually come about, or is it Jjust
a goal?

A: I can't speak for SNCC, you know; for myself...I think
it's going to be...l never seen...l think there's going to

be more bloodshed, really. And it's going to get much worse
before it gets better. Most all revolution has to go through
this thing, has to get real bad. And I do think it's going
to get better. There's going to be more bloodshed, but as I
said before, I don't think it'll be Just an all-out black
versus white. But it's goilng to be, certalnly there's going
to be more vionence. Negro's fighting, and he's going to be...
Because one of the things, Negroes are losin fear every day.
And they're seeing, the white man's not as bad as they thought
he was. And they's seelng that the white people are afraid
of them. And they'll use that. The more law they have on
thelir side, and the more justice they have on their side. The
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more they're going to do. And I do think, one day, you know,
1t'11 be...complete harmony.

END OF TAPE
0165

Q@: Do you want to talk about how you first got involved in
the “rcivil rights movement?

A: I was a high school student, in a rural area of Georgia.
And about 21 miles from Atlanta. I uséd to go to Atlanta on
the weekends, you know. I got involved in some of the first
deomonstrations started in Atlanta, and then I enrolled in
college at Morehouse. I became very active. That was before.
SNCC...there were a few organizations, campus organizations,
you know. I became involved in Atlanta, Georgia, doing
demonstrations at Rich's department store.

Q: Were there any particular individuals or issues or
anything that made you make the decision to get actively
involved? S4ituations?

A: Well, one of the things, you know, it's been one of the
things above me since I was a child, you know. To see...

from the time...well, maybe you have to go back to your child-
hood. When I would look at magazines or anything, and seékng
all white faces, you know, and my skin was black. And I start
to question things. And that was the time I knew we were
denied...discrimination.

Q: Were your parents involved?

A: No.
Q: What did they =2think when you began to get involved?

A: My mother and father were very conservative. My mother,
she's not as conseyvative g8s my father; het's, he just doesn't
think. He thinks sort of like Booker T. Washlington--Negroes
should get more education, should clean up, should...try hard,
you know, to master wha tever, and try to make their schools
best. They think along those lines. And he doesn't think
any thing about it, doesn't believe in integration. Sgys

fix up your own neighborhood, things like that.

Q: Were they very happy when you got involved?
A: No;
Q: Did you ever agree with that line of thinking?

A: No, because see, my father's very...my father's ilMterate.
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He's got a third-grade, he was a third-grade student, and

he happened to be one of the Negroes who made it; he made
quite a bit of money. And for a Negro to make it with a
third grade education--itt's hard for Negroes to make it with
a Ph.D., but to make 1t with a third grade education, and get
to be a middle class, it's done a lot. And he says, you
know, it's how you work, how you do, howyyou carry yourself.
Things like that.

Q: Did you finish college before you started working on
the project, or did you drop out?

A: No, I have another...another year in college. Not a
year, actually; what happens, you lose your credits...it's
hard for me to go back to school; very hard.

Q: Do you think you will?

A: Yeah; I see the need, I see the need for education.
Especially when you're...I used to not think so mluch
about it, but now that I'm older, I see the need for it,
you know. And...I see, it's sort of being in this type of
work, and the movement's not going to last forever...

and that...and you know, that, it's sort of like I depend
on the movement. This is the only thing, you know, this
i1s my heart. But then, you know, the future, you have to
think where you're going to be, where you're going, are
youtigoing to sleep in a sleeping bag all your life. Things
like that. I'm not disgusted, you know, I'm just getting
older. '

Q@: How old are you?
A: 25,

Q: Did you...what types of different work have you
been doing since yourve been working for the movement?

A: What do you mean?
Q: Well, what did you do before...

A: Well, I was in Chicago, I was in school, in Chicago.
I was going to school, and working part time-~-Friends of
SNCC, in Chicago. And very active in the school. On the
executive committee in Chicago, of Friends of SNCC. Same

type of thing.
Q: How long have you been working fullitime?

A: I worked full time...I used to work full time in '60,
but then I guit, I decided I would go to school. I didn't
work any more full time until oh, last summer, when the
Mississippl summer project started. Then I came back.
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Q: How long have you been working in West Poiunt?
A: A year now.

Q: From the beginning of the project here?

A: Yes.

Q: Do you have plans to stay for a year, or did you think
of going back?

A: No, I came down to stay for six weeks. And I was going back
to school. That was my plans. Joe was the same way, same
thing; he thought he would come down, work, then...six weeks,
and then away back to school. But it's hard. In six weeks you
can only bulld so much. And you know what's going to happen
when you leave; it's all golng to go back the way it was.

And last summer, was not a pleasant summer, because the pressure
was really on, you know. Everybody was in at 9 or 10:00,

people really scared. Always being harassed, and chased, and
things. You know people who were really involved, last summer,
if everybody were pulled out, I don't know what would happen

to those people. We did a certain amount of protection, espe-
cially the white workers.

Q: You were offered it?

A: We offered it. A lot of protection to the community, to
those who had become directly involved. Some of the officials
would say, you know, "They'll only be here for six weeks, and
then they'll leave with your ass hanging out the front."®

Q@: Is that why you decided to stay?

A: That's one of the reasons why I decided to stay. That's
one of the reasons; I tried to encourage other people to stay,
you know, until at least winter, or something like that. Then
they'd probably leave.

Q: How many do you have, who plan to stay this summer?

A: I don't know; you never are able to tell. Some say they're
leaving, and then one day you wake up and they're knocking at
the door. They're back. And some stays, you know. I wouldn't
want to say. About four's said they're staying, and out of the
group I+d say there'll be two or three others come back. Some
of them will fallinto the old routine of doing classwork, and
that they've...i1f they go and try to do things, and they'll fund
raise, and they write to find out what's happening, and if
something happens, you know, they'll come back. If something's
happaned, they'll be right back. And they'll stay two weeks,

or something like that. And they end up staying six months.
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Q: What other differences do you see between last summer's
project and the one this summer?

A: Now...are you speaking about this town, or the entire
state?

Q: Clay County.
A: Oh; well...
Q: Is the entire state different?

A: Well, different counties have differesnt...some of the
things that happened last summer in some of the counties,
is not having as much effect. And like in this county, they
%ign't do anything last summer. And now they're doing

ngs.

Q: Would :you say you feund project people more involved
last summer?

A: They were...yes, 1t seems to me they were more involved,
and more sincere in what they were doing, than the people
this time, it seems:slike. And I could be wrong, but it seems
to me that way.

Q@: What do you think are the main advantages of having
white summer volunteers?

A: Well, the advantages, I think it's good, you know, to
have whites coming down and working. What I hope, what I
planned too, what It+d like would be to have as many Negroes
involved, you know...as whites, and try to balance. I think
it's good for the city, it's good for the Negro communipy
because it makes them feel good, to see white and Negro
working together. It sets an example for the people, you
know, and the white community tends to...make them resent
they really resent you, though, at times. White,Negroes
mixed,you know...they think that's not...but that's one of
the advantages, you know...to let him, to let the city
officials and the white citizens know that it's going to
happen in Mississippl, you know. And maybe these are outsiders,
but thatt's what they call them, anybody born outside Miss-
issippi are outsiders, but they're born in the United States,
and I don't see how they could possible be outsiders, but
let 'em see people, you know, in the sovereign state of
Mississippi, declare that they're working with Negroes.

Paul Johsson rants and raves about integration, and his
platform was that it'll never happen, you know. And your
know, Negroes!: and whites canvassing in the Negro ghetto,
walking in the downtown areas together, shopping together,
that's an advantage. And generally I don't...see, maybe I've
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lost a lot, :maybe I:ve lost a lot of prejudices, you
know. I don't think about people as being white. It's
Just...they're people. And I'm often...I admire or dis-
like coworkers,..I dislike having so many white coworkers
here. Not the FDP, not the Freedom Democratic Party; some
of those are fine.

Q: Are there any local people?
A: No; no local people, not white.
Q: You mean other SNCC people?

A: Yeah; other workers. I don't think it's too good,
1t's not a good idea to have 21 white workers in a county.

Q: I don't think there are...
A: yes.
Q: Are they jealous of the number of workers?

A: Well, huh. A lot of the boasting, that goes on,

they thhnk...other directors get kind of jealous of this...
counties competing againgt the other...that's usually

what happens, you know--see which county can really

move. And see, they were using...last summer, you know,

if you could get fifty people...no, a hundred, two hundred
people to demonstrate, this county was méving. Which is

not true. See, I don't think that...I think in a sense

that having workshops, teaching people to use the vote
wisely, and really teaching, you know; pollitical education
is more important to me than....and I would, I wo uldn't
refrain from trying to call any big mass demonstrations,

you know, around...and I've had many lssues come up that you
can. But I think, you know, that having three hundred people
together, coming together, to talking together, ahout how to
run and candidates, and such...ls more lasting than three
hundred people going to jail, you know, not knowing what
they're going to jail about. Really, they knww basically,
of course, they disllike things, they know they're being
denied things, but they don't know politically.

Q: How'd you happen to end up with 21 volunteers?

A: Well,the county; the FDP office, and the executive
committee, each precinct decided how many workers they
wanted. And it came to a total of 25. In each sprecinct

it made ® report. We try to rate them from precinct level
to county level, you know. Like that, a precinct can declde
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how many workers they want, and ask the committee, and if they
think that's too many, they can talk about it and change it.
Like when they sald ttwenty five. "There haven't been any
problems, it'll only confuse them to have all 25 workers
gatherin in an office the size of this room" you know.

As far as...you know, having any problem of staff, I'm

not confronted with that.

@: You said youwere more interested in developing under-
standing in the people, than you were in mass demonstra-

tions. Yet a few of us...a few of our talks with volunteers
show that they're much more interested in things like...
demonstrations, and like this evening Jay and Jim were plotting
how to throw a complete picket line around the downtown

area. Do you find that this makes it harder to work?

A: Well, see, if I can say,.l haven't had any trouble with
them. We talk about, and we talk with the executive committee
about this idea, and this is one of the things I'm always
bringing up, you know; let the people declde what they want
to do. And...and if they decide not to, that they don't
wank to picket, howevrer they want to doit, there's usually

a way to...I try to work it out...but if...I do guide, if

I see like something that people are really making a big
mistake gbout, then I+ll force my opinion on them. And many
times...I like this you know...I've sald things in execu-
tive meetings to try to get people...and usually what they
say 1is, "That's right; what do you think, John?" And I say,
"That's the way it should be, it should be like this." And

I remember there used to be a time when they'd accept this,
and now they don't do it.

Q: You mean the volunteers?

A: Now, the local people. They argue, you know, about issues.
And Tthink that's an indication of independence. And a

lot of executive meetings, they hmve them, and they decide,
and that's why we tried, and that's what happened inmany

of the areas. That's a problem~-to get the whole program
together. And they go out and work on it. Because hhis

is what they like; thls is one of the things they'd like to
see. To seBl this program. And I don't think it has a ten-
dency to draw people in, to really make them feel a part.

No..
Q: Do you think it does or doesn't?

A: It doesn't.

Q: Is the volunteers' independence a hindrance?

A: Their independence a hindrance? 1In some areas, yes,

in some counties, yes. You have some of the volunteers saying
such things as, "I don't want to work with FDP; I'm COFO."

We have three over here that's not COFO, but I don't know--some
thing else. And"I'm not affiliated with any organization."
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But they're here; they're inthe state of Mississippi. And
they're doing things. They're not affiliated with either
one of the organizations, and I know the reason for that,
because they want to do as they like, you know; and there
are peoprle hung up on this thing about authority, you know.
And saying"I resent authority,"you know. And you have people
who resent structure, you know, entire structure, and things
like that, and so they work independently. And nobody...

in some of the areas, knows what the other onet!s doing.

And it really...what happens, they get angry, and they pack
up and leave, and they take thelr little project with them
in their little suitcase. And it's just...it really creates
it misleads, and confuses people, because they do nt know
exactly whatt!s going on. All right; here's a person. You
find people to say things like...Now another group came by
here this afternoon, and they say, They wasn't from FDP,
No,they didn't have anything todo with COFO--they was working
ihdependently. And they say, what's going on? He's not
NAACP, and people don't know. They're confused. But we
haven't had that problem here. And I don't think it'll happen
here.

Q: What you were saying about demonstrations--do you think
the time for a lot of demonstrations is past lalready, or
do you just think...you're not against demonstrations?

A: I'm not against demonstration. Demonstrations are geared
toward economics, more. Now I support--this is just personal,
me speaking--I support a picket line, If it's going to prove
something. I'm for demonstrations if there're some results.
But I'm jwst not for...you know--listen, I know you know that
you can accomplish something out of a demanstration. Somethl g
good. But I do think the time is out for demonstrations.

For mass demunstrations. I think there are more important
things to do. Can't demonstraté for the right to vote, you
koow; that kind of thang...the laws won't change, for all
that. I think the most important thing is what you do with
the people in Mississippi when they do become registered, and
do have the right to vote, you know.n Will it be like Chicago?
Will it be another Chicago? That's the thing, you've got to
work on that. And there's no law, there's no law or apything,
you know, or no bill they could pass, to protect the people
in Chicago, for instance. Like the machine, and how it's

set up, and how itoperates. There's not going to be any

way, you khow, or anything you can do once it happens, really.
Not really much you can do. You have to really politically
organize people. And Ithink it's really a great need,

for political organization and education. More than anything,
and using the vote wisely, and using money wisely.

Q: Do you find any of the other SNCC people calling you
conservative:for that sort of statement?
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A: Yes; they've always called me conservative.

Q: Do you find the volunteers calling you conservative?
Wanting to do something?

A: Yeah; they'd like to do something more that way, at
times. It's just like the Beasley boycott, for instance.
The thing that's happening in that community. Now I under-
stand Bert--you've probably seen Bert--he's a kid, he tries,
he wants to be radical, and he's really trying hard. Trying
to be something he can never become. They want to continue
to boycott, to boycott, to boycott...See, one of the things,
you take people out in large numbers, what I helieve, I
think numbers represent something--people. They must

really represent something. And if you pull people out of
school in large humbers, I think it's better to let them
slowly drift out of the boycott, and back in school, and
then you'll stiil have 10 or 20 hanging on. And that's

silly§ that doesn't prove anything. Wh&t you should do

is, pull them out in large numbers, go talk to the Board of
Education and let them promisé these things which they won't
do, and what you do, is put them back inschool, and those
kids that 1s really involved, talk and organize more. And
then they can say, "Look now; they have a deadline on this."
And they can boycott again. And then you can pull more. The
numbers, you know, that represents some sort of organization,
I think. But when you...when thls circle is broken, and
people drift back in school, the pressure's off the Board of
Education. They understand what's happening. So I don't
think...¥ou can't just continue to boycott, boycott, boycott.
What counts is what happens-~has anything changed. No.

Q: Was it Bert's idea to boycott in the first place, or
was that from the students here?

A: That general}y came from...well, it started in the FDP
precinct, the boycott.

Q: Then that was a local decision?

A: Yeah, a local decision. They didn't...I gave them certain
information, how to go about it, but they said, "Why didn't
we just keep 'em out of school?" And they didn't understand
boycotts, you see. '"We'll just take 'em out of school." And
that's another thing I'm discouraged about, you know; workers
talk like...they really hsven't explained to the people in

the community. They heard of a sister, who was a victim...
and that he, that he has to do what he's doing, to hold that
job, to keep that job. But he does things like make the kids
go out and clean up the building, you know. That's the way

he punishes kids every day. And building cleanup. Because if
they didn't do that, they!d have to hire extra hands, and that's
$40 which could go to white education. That's coming down
from the Superinbendent, to save on help. And that's one

of the ways...and Igsald, there's too much attention been
focussed on the principal, and not enough on the s&hool.
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Q: Do you consider the people, like the peo ple on the
school board and the sheriff, and the rest of the local
people, also victims of this?

A: No. Some of them. Now somecof them, I look at some of
them...mapbe I'm wrong. But I look at the chief of police,
certain things I dig about him. Not that I trust him. But
he's honest, you know, in a lot of things. Like once he
told the sheriff, and the sheriff was going on about the
factories here, and the sheriff said, "John, lemme tell

you; all these factories got 50-60 and some of them 80-90
percent Negro workers." And the chief of police said, "Jgpe,
you know it's only 20 percent, at the most. And some of them
don't ‘hire any." Things like that. And I think that's an
indication of something...l don't know what. But it seems
to me, he's quite honest. The sheriff, you know, look at
him...give him the eye, and he still say, "Wait a minute.»
He say, "That's wrong, Joe; no more than 20 percent."

Q: Do you find the chief of police easier to work with, then?

A: I never dealt with him. I never...I been here a year,

and I think the sheriff seen me maybe about twice, since I
been here. The chief of police, no, he didn't know me.

He didn't know me until the other day, I was arrested. I
never...you know; I never have any direct dealings with them.
I mean, I don't have any reason to tell them, I don't think,
about anything. I've called, you know, and told 'em about
Freedom days. They don't like that, when wefre having
Freedom days. They thank me for calling, something like that.

Q: When we talked with the sheriff, the thing he said he
was most hurt about was that he coulddst just sit down
with people, sit around a table and talk about, you know,
what the problems were.

A: What they do, youiknow, is...the FDP has had dealings
with them, that's all they do, is talk.

Q: How about in regard tonononviolence? What do you feel--
there's two different types of nomviolence: the philospphi-
cal nonviobhence of Martin Luther King, and the other typets
called tactics, according to SNCC. Do you feel this would

be your type?

A: Tactical nonviolence. Nonvitdlence to mee, uh, I'm not
too sure whether,...l know I'm not nonviolent. I know that.
And it's hard for people, I think itt's hard for people to...
it's hard for me to say I'm nonviolent, because I don't
think I can just say what I would do, under certain circum-
stances, if...although some people can, like John Bush.

I think he's totally nonviolent. But I don't see, you

know, I dont't think...it's hard for people Jjust to say,

I'm nonviolent. Many people say it, and they're realy

not. Certain things, you know, can get jou going, and you
react in different ways. You may be nonviolent sometimes
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as a tactic, and then 1n a demonstration, there's 200 cops
with guns. I think that's the time to be nonviolent. But
say, for instance, I don't think I would sband for a...
you know, a redneck to hit me and beat me. I go limp and
ballup in a knot. I don't think I could do that. But if
it's ten, or five, I:d be nonviolent.

Q: Do you think that the movement will continue to be
nonviolent? Or that this nonviolence will become ineffective?

A: That's really hard to answer. See, one of the things
what happens, the more Negroes push, and themore they
accomplish, the more 1laws is passed, the more civil rights
laws, and the more changes, there is, the Negroes in the
South are losing fears every day. And there's many of them
really think they're going to have to get even with the
white man. And one of the things, ways they think they can
get even, you know, is to do some of the things he have done.
You know. If...and I've heard, you hear, canvassing in the
community, you hear people, and I thinkthere's a good chance
of violence in West Point if you really get Negroes, really
golng to war with the whites. Becauee I can remember a lot
of incidents, happen here, you know, where people like when
we moved here to Mrs. Adams' house, and it was Jjust rumors,
you know, that when they burned the cross, that this wasn't
a rumor,this was true--when they burned the cross right out=
sig@e here--and 50 Negroes organized, you know, and went up
in the corn field with guns, and they have about 25 Negroes
circling this house, and the went up and told the sheriff,
you know, that if any of us was hurt, they'd really be a
racial war here. And the sheriff put on...he told me he
didn't want thatto happen. And that...what he would do, is..
you know, put policemens on duty in this viecinity, and patrol...
and try to protect Mrs. Adams' house. And he did that.

And policemen knew that these Negroes were armed, and that
they didn't dare say anything to them. They just drive
around in 10 or 15 carey and the police wouldn't stop

them, or say anything with them. They'd stop them and tell
them they should go...they didn't mean no harm, there wasn't
nobody going to be hurt. And from then on, every time we
call, they've come, and they come, and they have made arrests--
you know, arrest white people. Here.

Q: How long ago was the cross burnt?
A: That was last year.
Q: Doyyou know much about the Deacons?

A: No; well, Mrs. Maryann Davidson, she's a lady in Columbus,
a retired schoolteacher. But she organized the Deacons in
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Columbus.
Q: A lady?

A: Yes; she...she's 68 years old, but very peppy. She
gets around like she's about 18. And she organized them
there. They bought ammunition and guns, and she comes
here--she was here theother night.

Q: Oh yes; that little whitehaired lady?

A: Yes, very lightskinned. She's very violent and bitter.
And she come here to West Point, she's trying to organize
one here. But she's done...she's done quite well out in
Feeber. ©She's going to try to get Columbus and West Pohnt
deacons to merge. She's very intelligent, very educated
lady. One of the first Negroes to write for Readert's Digest.
Inthis country.

Q: Whattdid she write about?

A: She used to wrlte about...she was a mental...articles
about mental health, and all that. Her reactions. The first
article ever published, by a Negro woman, In Reader's Digest.
She's a very brilliant lady. Very brilliant. Attended one
of the better schools, you know. I thinksshe went to school
in Oxlahoma.

Q: Speaking of nonviolence, isn't that: kind of related to
religion in a way, because people who are nonviolent are
religious?

A: To religion. That's true.
Q: What role do you think religion plays, now?

A: I thinkiitr's playing a great role, now. If, if Negroes
didn't have the reétigion, the faith, the hope~-you know, and
the Bible speaks that 1t's wrong 1f your brother do you one
way, that you should...that you shouldn't do the same thing.
Forgive him. You know; things like that. You hear these
phrases, you know, these Bible quotations, a lot in meetings .
And that's one of the things, you know, that's kept in the
movement. And nonviolence have accomplished a lot, you know.
It has, I think. But...religion has played such a great role.
We started out like this, and you have to look at the
precincts we have, and most of the people have set up their
precincts like the church. It's the only form of organization
most of them have known, is the church. And if you're ever
going to be effective, that's one thing you've got to do--

get in the church, get with those people thére, the ones

in high standing--the Deacons, the church officials. And
that's one of the things we've been lucky enough to do here.
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They's really contributed. And I think there'll always
be an need inthe movement for these types of people, you
know.

Q: Do you thikk that religion is ever a hindrance?

A: Yes; yes. Well, you know, you look at Mrs. Adams.

She's religious, and she belongs to the Church of God and
Christ, whieh is what they call a faith church. And her
bishop is more or less concerned. And if he tell her not

to do a thing, and she disobey him, she doing something in

the movement, he tell her she have to consult him. She
doesn't have any right to question him. You're not allowed

in the church to question anybody. To question their decision.
Things like that foul it up. And another thing, some people
so religious...but I don't think they use that, that reli-
glon can be used in many ways. If you're real active in the
movement, you can use it to support that. Then you can

take it and use it to not participate. And the segrega-
tionists can take it and use it. The whole thing, you know.
Everybody can find something in the Bible to defend what they're
doing. That's one thing, that happens. The segregationist,
you know, he find quotations in the Bible. to defend what
theytre doing. On civil rights, to gquote civil rights people
find things in the Bible, to defend what they're doing,
certain portions. They find the arguments, those that are

not active, "leave it in the hands of the Lord," that type of
stuff. They go on prayer. He say,"Keep still, and I11 fight
your battle." Things like thati It's a hindrance, it's

a help. It's...lt's really confusing. But more, I would

say, it's a héilp. It is; it's a helpful thing.

Q: Do you see any different attitude toward religion among
the younger people?

A: Well, you can go back...you have to go back to, I think
as the movemehsit grows, you know, and Negroes work into main
streams of Ameriea, churchgoing disappears. You don't have
it¢ you don't have church attendance. The way they used to.
And that's really what's happening. Have you noticed the
younger kids, the militant ones? They dont't think too much
about religions. They don't think...they think of taking
action, and most of them think of religion as something the
white man give them, or theyve had to work hard all week, and
they go to church andpray, and get their soulful, you know.
Frank's one of those--his father's a preacher. And then they
go back to meet the white man on Monday, you know, ready

to work, having taken out some of their hostilities. And
when they's sboutin, it's just the white man on thelr back,
and the only way they can let it come out is by shoutin.

It's very interesting--he's a good guy to talk to. And he
doesn't believe, you know; he doesn't belleve. And he goes
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to church because he's a preacher's son. He sleeps when
he goes to church.

Q: Do you feel that the irreligious volunteers that come
down, the atheists or the agnostics, do you feel that this
is any hindrance to what they're doing?

A: No; the only way it can be a hindrance, if you tell

people, you know, when they talk about their religion,

and this cone of the things I made clear to volunteers,
regardless, of peoples' belief, I think you got to respect

it, religious beliefs especially. You should respect it.

I don't thinkyou should go around telling people, "I'm atheist."
or denouncing people's believeing. I don't think the workers
have a right to do that. And as long as they don't try to

do that, there's no problem.

Q: If the volunteers are asked their religion by the local
people, what should they say?

A: Well, usually they don't ask what your religion ls;

what church do you belong to, that's what they usually ask.

And most of them say, "none." And well they might say,

"I got a son that's a big devil like you," something like

that. So it doesn't really push them. I mean, Mrs. Adams,

we live with her, and she knows, she really knows that we
don't believe in Christianity and all that, and we talked about
it, and she never did...she never did push me too much.

She never told me I was going to burn in hell.

Q: How do you feel about it? Do you still feel yourself
to be a Christian?

A: No. I used to be
Q: Why: did you pull away from 1t?

A: Oh, I saw so many phoney people, you know. And people
thought alike, like he said, you know. Seeing people, you
know, really... And what I really noticed was--we had a
young preacher who had just finished...he was a new preacher
and they hired him, and he was talking about social change,
you know, and he said it was the church's duty to purify
society, to...you know, that was the church's role to act
as a bleaching agency to purify society and drain out all
unuseful substance, and...and when you talk about how aw-
ful it was. And the lay captain, you know, sald, 'l came
to church to hear something good,' you know. He was Jjust
so disgusted today. He said, 'You're going to have to
preach, you know, if you want to be our preacher.! He
said, 'You never do make people feel good.!' I listened to
him two or three time, and he never...it was good to meet
him and know what he was talking about. It was good %o
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...8 lot of other people, the majority of the people, you
know, came,to, you know, hear the preacher talk about the
land of milk and honey, you know, and when you put on the
golden slippers and things like that and, you know, walk all
over God!s heaven. But he, you know, was young, and he
would talk about change, you know, and they said he was too
political, you know, and they got him fired.

Q: Do youstill belleve in a God?

A: Do I still believe in God? I believe there's a supreme
being, but I don't know--hell, I don't know if He's Jjust a
person with long hair, you know, that walked around, you
know, with white robes and a halo around his head and being
all glory and righteousness and all this crap, you know.
I don't know...I don't believe that, but I believe there had
to be a beginning, you know, so there had to be a supreme
being. And I don't know, you know, there might end up being....
But I don't believe I should be worshipping under this, in
this fashion...I don't know who set that standard--all this
church-going, you know, I don't go for all that. I just
believe in a supreme being, you know, like...like 1f you've
got a watch, you know, somebody had to make it. That's about
the way I believe. I know I'm not completely an atheirt,
and I won't tell people their bellefs are wrong. Now
religious arguments, you know...I never had religious argu-
ments but a very few times. I just told them that was the
way I felt and they could think what they wanted, but I
never argued.

Q: What about the accusations that people are using the
Movement to teach people about other things, like Vietnam?
Is tt just old people or people from the North, or 1is it
local people too?

A: What's happening there, you know...a lot of local people
really--you talk with many of the local people, and they
don't like what's going on, and they can relate a lot of
that to their problems here, the problem they're having,

you know, in Mississippi, you know. But personally I'm
really ignorant about Vietnam because I don't know what's
going on, and I...I know I should want to know, and I should
be involved, and I think it's very unfortunate what's going
on over there, but you know, you get too confused trying to
deal with all these things, so rather I don't llke 1t--I
mean I really bitterly don't like it. I dont want to be-
come very active in it

Q: It seems like mGst of the white volunteers that come
down from the North try to tie all these things in to-~
gether and call it the Movement instead of the Civlil Rights

Movement.
A: Yeah, that's, that's...

:
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Q: Do you think southerners do this at all, southern
Negroes, or 1s it just whites?

A: No, 1it's white volunteers, 'cause Negroes know, you know,
well; first of all, Negroes have been excluded from foreigh
affairs. They've heard nothing about it, you know. People,
even college graduates, you know...and SNCC they're not con-
cerned, but they are concerned, you know, but they have
nothing to do with foreign affairs, you know, and they're
completely ignorant. You know, by being excluded from that,
they have no interest in it. And usually when you pick up
a paper, you know, there's something about Vietnam, but we
skip over that and look up civil rights articles, you know,
or something like that. I speak for myself, you know.

But Bhere's very few people in the Civil Rlights Movement,
you know, Negroes...who are really, you know, who really
understand Vietnam and all this forelgn, all this foreign
activities, you know, 'cause Negroes don't have a part in
it--not to my knowledge Negroes dontt have a part in 1it.
They don't have too much to do with, you know, ang of that.
Then you'll find some of them--some of them like Stokeley,
you know, Stokeley Carmichael, who really oppose what's
going on in Vietnam., They'll probably go to Washington...
two of them, two or three of the Negroes in the Movement,
you know. But they don't like it.

Q: Do you think a lot of the volunteers come down here
thinking that the Movement is just another branch of their
jdeal and then find out that it isn't just ideals but in-
volves a lot of hard work? Do you think a lot of them...

A: Yes, yes, yes. And what they usually do, you know, is
pack up and go home. See, this 1s a problem I've had with

a lot of the workers. You #now, this fellow Bert, you

know, he came and was ready to... Two white workers, you
know, got thrown in jail, and he wanted to get 75 or 80
local kids, you know, thrown in jaill because two white cilvil
rights workers got thrown in jail. See, and you can't...
you can't--they were going to go down to the jailhouse and
demonstrate, and it didn't prove anything because to Negroes,
two white people getting in Jjall and getting out, you Know...
You know, white people in jail really don't mean too much,
white civil rights workers...you know, just clvil rights
workers, because they know that in that type of work, they
might go to jail any time, and they'll say that's bad, but

it doesn't emotionally move them or make them, you know,

take any action on it, but if 1it's a lot of local people in
jail, that's when people really want to move, you Know.

If itt's Pjust civil rights workers, you know, they knowees
they've been in this before.... And I didn't see any need
of...just Wecause somebody got arrested on a traffic charge,
you know, two civil rights workers, there's no reason to
demonstrate. It just doesn't make sense to me, and I told
them, you know, 'Don't do that.' Because it didn't, you know,
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it really made no sense at all.

Q: Do you think a lot of them have tempered thelr idealism
since coming down?

A: Yes, because some of them, you know, are really seeing--
got out in the communities and have gotten a better view on
things. Um...and one of the things I think they've seen
that's been proven to them is that you cant't push people;

you have all these ideas, and you think they work, but you

see that people gradually have to learn about the Movement

and have to find themselves just as, you know, you all. And
what...it disappointed me the same as it disappointed the
other people, you knows#f people don't ocome running and willing
to go to jail, then, you know, the people are no good.

Q: What sort of characteristics do you think are most bene-
ficial in a civil rights worker? And what sort of character-
istics would be negative to what they're doing down here?
Personality characteristics.

A: Yeah, personality... Would be negative, you said, to
what they're doing. You mean, what men would dislike and
like and... Well, personally, wearing...their personal
appearance matters a lot... Girls wearing jeans...it's
just a custom of the South--I was born here and I know--
wearing jeans, the people really, you kmow, don't like that,
wearing jeans, or they don't like to see workers, you know,
with long shaggy hair. They don't llke that idea, and...
those are about the two things, you know, in personal
appearance... And you know, like the conduct--the way you
carry yours@if, you know, drunkeness and things like that,
they don't...the people don't condone that. Basgically...
and the upper class, you know, don't llke the way you dress,
you know. They like--they feel that you're supposed to be
a symbol, and if this symbol should wear--you know, the
right symbol should wear a suit and tle and things like
that, but that doesn't appear to you...you know...all the
middle-cdass people--thatt's not true of all the middle-
class Negroes, but the majority of it is, and then people
don't, you know, pay it any mind, 'cause it, you know...
coming in a suit to people &4n a shaak and telling them, you
know, telling them a lot of things about voting and...
They resent it, you know, 'cause you're bringing up the--
you're forcing up the--you're saying, you know, 'Look what
Itve got on. I'm better than you,! and they really think
that, so what they want to do is get you out of thelr way,
you know, and they'll agree to what you said, 'Yeah, that's
right,' but that doesn't mean anything. And everything,
you know...one of the things, you know, to eat--you get
offered every time, you know; people want you to sit down
and have dinner with them, and this is good, you know,
regardless o8 how full you are, you know, to sit down and
eat...cat something with them. Because they really get
offended if you don't. And 1it's just little touchy things



Oles—25

like that. And thatt's the thing, you know, where we had
problems last year. People--everybody would offer people
food, and they'd say now you know, they'd just had dinner,
you know. Then they might o back the next day and they'd
offer them again, and they'd say, 'No, I just had dinner,:®
and people would get the idea, you know, that you're really
high hill, especially whites, you know. They just don't
trust them that much, I think, in the first place. 'They
think they're just too good to eat at my table, you knew.'
It's just a thing. The whites--it's a lot, you know,
because whites have a lot of problems working, belng affected
and building their trust, you know. And when they can trust
them, you know, and when they can loosen themselves and
just talk, as they would if they were just another Negro
talking to another Negro, you know.

Q: But this thing about eating: sometimes the people are
over-generaous, you know. Like we ate here the other day,
and we found out after we ate dinner at the house that the
lady had given up her kids' dinner so we could eat, you know,
and it almost seems like it's another kind of fear or...

A4: Yeah, well, I'm not saying, you know, what you could do
always, you know, is say, 'Ok, this looks good, and I'll
take a bite of...!' sometimes just a ptece of cornbread, you
know--just 'I'd just like a piece of cornbread,' and they
feel good, you know. That's usually the southern custom

if you're offered, you know... You just can tell, you know,
the people are poor, 'Oh, I'11l have just a piece of chicken,
one piece of chicken,! or 'I{1ll take a piece of bread,' you
know, just so as not to offend the people. And that's
really what they mean, you know, when they say come and eat.
If they just prepared enought to feed the family, you know,
just to take a bite of something...yeah. '

Q: Do you have a preference for female volunteers over
male volunteers or males over females as far as their abllity
to work 1s concerned?

A: No. No, girls can do the same things basically that
guys can.

Q: Do girls seem to bring up any more problems thatt bdys
do?

A: Yes, that's true. But...it all depends, you know, on
how you start out. Like df you tell them--sometimes you do
run into girls that's really problems, and you're going to
run into guys that's really problems, you know. The whole
thing about sex, you know, I've got to make it strong....

and you always have to get Negroes off their backs, you

know, and don't let them be fooling around, you know, and
such because what you create is...people hang around, you
know, who're not really interested, who care nothing about
it, you know. And I understand the psychological thing about
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this, why Mississippl Negroes want to, you know, sleep with
an all-white woman--I understand, but that's not the only
problem, you know.

Q: You dont't have any problems in the sex department?
A: No.

Q: What about when you leave? How long are you golng to
stay with the Movement?

A: 1I'll probably be another year, it looks like, but this

s not...no, I'll probably stay until about Christmas, and
then I think I'll leave and go to...get a scholarship probab-
ly and go back to school. But once I finish school, there
won't...I won't have anything to worry about.

Q: Do you think you'll come down and work full time again?

A: Well, yeah, 1I'1l1l feel much better, you know, then I think.
You know, I just think finishing school offers a certain
amount of security. And I'd like to get that off my mind,

you know, and I'1l finish and come back.

Q: What is your field?

A: Nothing, I mean I'm not majoring in anything to date.
I'm just...l had a one time major in political science.

L S SR
Q: What do you think gives the West Point Project the
reputation ag the best 1n the state?

A: You know, exaggeration for one thing (chuckle). Uh,
no really,e.. '

Q: That's not a fair question to ask a project director!

A: Exaggeration, uh...one of the things makes people think--
well, we really followed...we really followed the way the
FDP was originally set up, which I think, you know, is the
best that, you know, we really stuck to trying to organize
precinct meetings, starting voter registration, and we...
every program--every program we attempt to work on, we try
to gear to voter registration, which is, you know, very easy
to do because you can't talk about jobs--if I talk about
jobs, you know, I'm always making the point, you know, you
can't talk about this unless you talk about, you know,
voting. Uh...then one of the things we do...one of the
things wet've done to try to organize the community, we've
helped the people together--one of the things, you know,

and a lot of people, see people coming up in the finances,
you know, like the county's able to raise qulite a bityof
money to go to Washington, to send good people to Washing-
ton, and things...people being involved in FDP in Clay
County and all, not completely-~you know, they can't under-



