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.AFFIDA.VI'l' V. POI.J:ElE COLUBOR.ATIO}! ( tdth Arsonists 1:n Community 

Center Burning) 

The following statement describes the actions of local law enforcemeat otficel'l! 
in relation to the burning of a community ·center about sL"< miles from Vicksburg. 
The building, h'Tiich ;ras constl'ucted more' than ten years,.ago, 1ras last used for 
organized civil rights actiVitf during the CCFd mock Freedom Ballot guberna .. 
torlal campai6'"ll in Wovember 1963. Many, perhaps most, of the twenty-one churches 
burned fr,om the start ·of the Mississip.Pi 'mmmer Project thr01.1gh .August 2h, had 
no record of civil rights involvement. :l)rson has been used as a general fonn 
~pi-ntimidating the Negro community of Mi.ssissipni. 'Tn thi.s case, hoi~ever, it 
·WTUlllore-d in :the· Negro .section ·of 'Bovina that passersby may haw observed a 
car with Ohio license tags at a JUly 6 meeting and thought that 1.t belonged to 
a OOFO summer volunteer. One member of hhe community center had come to that 
meeting.in a relative•s car which had the out.-of-state plates. 

llWID RIL1'1;, being duJ,y sworn, deposes- and says: 

In my capacity as research. rnan for the Vicksburg COFO proji:,ct, I have talked Nith 
several (five) leaders of the Bovina community •• ,about t)le burning of the BoVi.na 
e-ity Center on Tuesday··night, Jul,y 1 i 1964, betlv'E!en 10:30 and 11:-30. The 
building was comple·tely destroyed; no one t-tas in the building at the time; no 
one was injured. ' 

' 
A small group of ,people gather-Eid around the burnin.!l building between 10:45 and 
ll:!i5 on Tuesday night. Many were Negro leader:i o.f the Bonn.a communit;n some 
were 1-mites from llov:!.na; 9thers were police officers, including Warren C:ounty 
Sheriff Vernon o. Luckett. At least three Negroes present--t1io of whom I spoke 
to--sa,i1·fir8li!en pull a torch out i'rom under the :front· part of' the building. The 
torch, still blazing 1men the firemen pulled it out, 1-ra.s a thre(!-foot ;long· pole 
with rags wapped around the ehd and wire \l'rapped arO\lnd the rags, acc.ording 
to an eyewitness. J\lso, according theeyew:i.tnesseir, p·olicemen took several pic­
tures of the burning building an(] the torch, One man who saw the torch on 
Tuesday night said it wall not there when he stopped by on his 1-ray to frork the 
next morning at 5:00 a.ill), Another ~roman who also• ·saw the torch said she did not· 
·see it when: ,;he returned to the burned buil'dillg ;I.ate Wednesday' m,Or.ning • 

• wean:esday•s Vicksburg Evening Pest car:ried a short article on the burning. 
'l'h'ere'were no direct qu0 i,es but one paragraph read: "Sheriff Vernon o. Luckett 
said the preliminary investigi;itio.Jl. sho'Wed no indications that arson might be 
involved. 11 The article rrent on to say that since there was 11a iniltl wind" and 
since the "fire did start in the rear of the building," it was likely that 
burni!!I; rubbish in a trash ,fan eight feet behiru;I the building startad the fire, 
according to Sheriff Luc.kett. 

This is in complete contradiction to t·ihat the .Sheri.ff· later told one man ••• 
He said that he did not believe the fire was a.et by the burning ru.bbish, and 
"~? _d?ub~ it was set"ii""'6y someone deliberately, 

It is also in contram.ction to my personal examination of t!Yl rui'lls of- the 
build:i.ng. The hoer bemns at the front 0£ the building t·rere completely des--
1;rl)}"ed, uhile severoi et~·ed 011e,i l'"'•l>i.no<I at the rear; one beam, d:iroct.ly 
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o~~ite the trash can from ilhicb the fire supposedly was started, even had a 
completely uncharred port:!.on of wood on it. The tras,b can i tsel.f was about one­
quarter full:'Of' •rusted and somet.fuat charted cans; one can -'lt:!.11' hnd paper on 1 t, 
and there was more unburnt paper only slightly bel<m the surface tt:ash llhic.!l bad 
been tiiirnt. 'lbe trash barrel dil:I, tict. have "holes in tbe bottom· to .aU.:m a graft 
to build up a luge fire. So it, seems extremely unlikely th;it a fire in the • 
tra.'Jh clid'\ could h.a"J'8 • been •Jr· tl83 l:u-,;ci etiou"";h to set a whole building on fire, 
especially a building more completely destroyed on the front and one covered on 
the outside with inflammable asppalt shingles. I have photographs of all tilts 
evidence at the ruins of the building. 

Tl;le Sheriff's account of the fire in the newspaper article of Ju'.1,y e is further 
contx,adicted· by the fact that no one .tran the Bovina Comrm.ini ty Cept~ haa been 
burni:Qg trash in the ba=el either on Tuesday, July 7, the day of the fire, or 
for several weeka before the fire. The last time trash had been burnt in the 
bar.rel was in' the beginr,i:pg of June, according to official·a of the Bovina 
C=-inity Center. Again, accordinc to off:1:¢.als o~ the ~enter, the last time a 
party had been held in the Center was in the third week of June.. On Monday 
night, July 6, a routine meeting was held at the ~nter, but only cokes and 
cookies were served; so there was no tra.sh that needed to be ~ed after the 
meeting. 

What has Sheriff Luckett done to investigate the infoX'1!11ltion recorded here? 
He ·had photographs taken of the t9I"ch, but there was no mention of either the 
torch or the phot9graphs in the newspaper article. ijo official of the Bovina 
Center has seen the photographs. $heriff Luckett never contacted the presiaent 
of the Bovina C1;1nter; he did not speak with her the night of the fire although 
she was there at the burning;. he has not spoken tdth her or contacted her in 
any 1,ay in th.e three weeks that have passed since the burning. Nor had any of 
bis deputies contacted her. Two deputies did visit Bovina about faro imeks 
at'ter the fir'e and talked. 1dth some officials of the Center, but that is 
apparently the only effort county officials have made to find out who.burned 
down the Bovina Comminity Center. 

(signed) David Riley 

AFFI D.A VI T VI. VIOLENCE BY POLICE (Canton) 

S.ections of three affidavits· from people who met with the· OSTlton, Mississippi, 
police force are given beloti• They could as well have come from any of the soores 
of Mississippi communities in which the legally constituted authorities a.re 
themselves the la1-,less. . 

The first event is told through th.e affidavits. of Steven Smith of Marion, Iowa, 
and Eric Morton of New York City, both volunteers then working 'in voter regis­
tration, lib.en four workers were driving a truck of voter registration materials 
from Jackson to Greenwood and Greenville on Wednesday, July 15. They decide(j 
to drive by way of Canton. 

Morton's statement reads: "As we were entering highway 51 (in Jackson) we 
were stopped by two Jackson city policemen. They asked Steve tmere we were 
going and he. told them Canton. They looked through the truck and saw the 
voter registration material we were carrying. They then gave Steve a ticket for 




