
like your nigger-lov.1.ng friends in Philadelphia you'd better get back to the 
nigger sectio.n of toim. 1 ••• Two high11ay patrol men came up and said, 'let us 

.._ show him tm.ere it is·. 1 I Has the only one standing outside so I decided to 
leave." 

AFFIDAVIT Ill, LOS'3 OF JOB OOE TO VOTER REGISmATION ATTEMPT 

WILLI»iS Al)).MS', being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

l1La1clress 'is Box 118, Rt. 2l Charleston, Mississippi,, and I am a Negro c:itizen 
of the United States. I live on the Rabbit Ridge Plantation in Tallahatchie 
County, I and all my sons tmo ere old enough work on this plantation. 

On August 11, 196u, my son, William F.d Adams, went to the County Courthouse to 
register to vote. He was seen by the crowd of whites who assembled in the 
courthouse square-. Later that afternoon, Mr ... Melson Douglas, the· manager of 
Rabbit Ridge Plantation, told some people at the plantation store that he was 
going to have my son arrested because ·he tri~d to register to vote. 

Mr. Riley McGee came around to my hO\lSe and told me that Mr. D,uglas had an­
nounced that my son would be m-rested, I went· over to the store and saw Mr. 
Dou©las. I asked him, ''What are you going to have him arrested for? He hssn•t 
done anything. 11 

,,..._ Mr. J:bugl.as replied, "He didn't have no business going down to the courthouse. 

r--

He don•t have no more work around here. We can't use a boy like that." I told 
him that I would go to Greenwood and try to talk to the Sll!CC people and try to 
get a la11Y9r. 

I went to Greenwood. 1 went first to talk to Mr. J. Nolan Reed, the. owner of 
Rabbit Ridge Plantation. He told me that no.thing could be done unless rrry son 
1<ent do~m to the courthouse and took his name off the rolls. [J'e· said that he 
would go from Greenwood to the plantation tomorro1,r and take my son do~m to the 
courthouse. He said that unless his name was removed, h.e could not work on his 
plantatio~ any more •.• 

(sirtnod) i"illiams Adams -
AFFIDAVIT IV. INTIMIDA'l!ON TO STOP SUMMER PROJECT (Police Brutality) 

Charles MeLaurl~, 23, Negro, native Mississippian and field secretary for 'JNCC 
told in an affidavit what happened to hi:m and .four other '31-lCC voter re~tration 
workers in June 8, 1964, in Golumbus, Mississippi. McI;aurin >ras. later a 
SWmner Project director :l:n Ruleville. 

On that date Mcr.:aurln and Jarnes Black, '3am Block, Willie Peacock and Jru12es Jones 
set out .from Greem,l'.>od, l'd.ss:i.ssippi, to attend a S!'!CC cont'orenoe in .Atl.anta, Ga. 
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He said they were followed by a car all the way from Greenwood to %arkrllle and 
that after several attempts to lose their "tail,'.' the"J. .found the car still fol­
low.l:ng them outside Columbus, Hiss. McLaurin stated: 

"At this point, the car turned off its headlights and pulle<i up right behind us. 
There was one white man in the car. We all du-::ked dow and pullecl over to the 
side of the road. He passed and we continued on. W·e passed his car again 
just outside the Columbus city l:i..tn:i.ts, when he pulled off on a side road. 

"About five blocks after he tm-ned off, we were stopped by a highway patr.ol!nan. 
A'.ft. tµ~_ti,!ftE! ~e. 1(01'8.·,s,to_P,pe~ 1"8 we_~e do.ing nothing to break the law. In the 
si::outt-eer.-1ta:,,,~,o~!Hl-®ied tlQ¥-t:;QJa1ii,:~d""abtltbe.r li'~ ;:t1t;Jtla:!.'r1.~lot)Jes.-. •r·• . ~ 
Elders cmne to our car and said, 1Youtre t!1e niggers who m:e going to change 
our way of life. 1 He then askecl us why 11e were trying to run a car of.f the 
road. At no ti'!le had ~re done this. 

''He then told us te get out of the car and we did. The sheriff of Lowndes County 
then drove up end saj.d to Elders, 1What have you got there• Elders ~aid, 1.These 
are the niggers who are going to change our way e.f life. 1 The sheriff asked 
who r1as driving the car, 1That little short nigger there?' Elders replied, 
1No, this big, fuzzy-lipped m __ t: __ , 1 referring to James Black." 

MCLaurin said all of them except James Black t~e handcuf:fed and driven to the 
Lowndes County jail. Black was le:ft with patrolman Elders. 

"At the jail about twenty minutes later, Jame$ Black crone in with Elders. Black's 
head was dirty; one side of his face was swollen out of shape.; one of bis eyes 
.ras blackened. and bloodshot, and blood was running from his swollen mouth. 
His clothes were als'O torn and di.sarranged. He ualked up to me and said, 
1He beat me, 1 pointing to Kl.ders. J;:l.ders said, •This boy i'ell ~etting out of 
the car. 1 Blsck 1 3 physical condition made it iJnpossible for me to believe 
El.der 1s statement that he- had merely fallen. 11 

McLaurin stated that the five .,ere put in a cell and that shortly thereafter 
1/-White turnkey came and told. Sam Bloqk to come with him for an 1inter'Oiew. 1 

~e !_ai~ ~lock t~s t_ak~n fa)~sid~i ~nd.~h,\.P't cOJ.l,ld hear: sou:1~ ?f a_ beating 
a."id gi"oaiis". "He' said"Ulock ·w11.S brc,ught--.baek-...tG--the--ce1'1~-tw-l~-his aides, .his.. 
mouth swollen. 

"The turnkey then.said, 'Next,• and Peacock went with biln. He returned a feH 
minutes later and said he had been hit in the mouth. !lis mouth was swollen ••• 

"I went out next and. was taken outside. Elders asl«!d, 1Ar~ you a Negro or a 
nigger?• I said, 11 am' allegro.• Jolly, another highway patrolman, hit me 
across the face with his forearm. El.dare t:ept1at1i)d. the (lll.estiol'\, and my an.­
swer was the same. I 1-ras then punched hard in my left ear by ©.ders and 
knocked to the t;rOUnd.. The highway patro.l!nen helped me up and one of them 
said, 1Boy, can•t. yo-.i stand on ;irciur p1~ two £eet? 1 They s,tood me up against 
t.he wall and repeated the. question. This time I answered 11 am a nigger. 1 ...----. 
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Tliey then lectured me and to;t.d me nobedy wanted me in .town and I should lel!ve. 
Elders said; •rf I ever catch you here again I 111 kill you, 1 

"They took me up~taj.rs to my cell. James Jones was taken out and came back with 
a swollen lip a!ly:i.re he had been qit in t"!le mouth, The next day Jarne,s Black was 
cbarge.d with reckle!Y!l d:r':i.Ving, anp runni~ a s-(;op sign, He t,~ not, to· the 
beat of rey k-npwleclge, guilty of either. He i-rai; i'in9d ~8 and we were relee,sed," 

James Jones said in an affidavit that when· he was beaten, m.,der "kept calli_ng 
me a black nigger and said he would put me on the CO'Unty farm for twenty ,:ears 
and that if he ever saw me After that he would kill me, l[).der a41ked ine it I 
Ma ~fin 'bt>hl 'i'fi tlilfsiss1ppi. T ·$aid yell. - i-:e a111,tecMl!e -idiether· I I cl ever been 
in a positiop where the n1gg!ll"s clidn 1t helP. tr..e but the tfhites did. I told bilJn f, d been poor all rey l.:Ue, • , •• • • • ~ - • • .,. 

''I spent t~ nigllt in jail with the rest of the £ellomi, We were all 111 pain. 
At no time was I informed of the charges against me or allowed to )l!Ske phone 
calls, The next nrornill!J ( June 9), we were !Ill fingerprinted and photographed. 
I eked tbe shetj.ff what i,r• rrere charged 1dth, and he said reckles-s driving and 
pos:Jession of illegal literature," 

<samuel m.ock, in his ai'.fidat'i t, QIIOted the jail or cs :;,ayin,, 11'l't;~ rl vei: is just 
n.ght; let's carry them out and nfle them right now." 

"Elder hit me on the cheek with his fist, I i;taggered and fell back to the 1dn­
no11, and )le gi,abbed me anq hit me in t~ groin tdtb bis fist veny hard, I fell 
down and he kicked me har,d in 1;he shin., ,He esked if any white person has mis• 
treated me in M!.ssissippi. I answered, 1Yes, you are mistreating me no11o t He 
bit me again ~11th h:i/3 fist and knocked m13 back, 1,:hen it was over, l could just 
barely make i.t back upstairs to the cell, I fell to the concrete floor and 
blacked eut and lay tberQ for about 20 minutes." 

Block said Judge R, V, 1~bittaker questioned hilll about himself and James Black, 
Block said he did not answer any quesUons about Blac~, and that the judge 
replied, 11You can sit there and act a damn m f ___ :fool if you want to, 
~:t --lffl. ~~ tf:p.ng to help_ t,his 17_-ye!)l'•Jltcl_ bpi' ~fh~ _!Ill !i~~ c~_ges on. 11 

Bloc!!; said a n,.an he believed to be the prosecuting attorney .told him that u· the 
traffic charges against James Blac\c were not appealed, the other charges against 
the i'i:ve trould be droppedJ and that if there -was an appeal, the other charges 
would remain. 

Willie Peaeock described b:i.s beating in ano.ther affidav:i t: 

11E:tder hit me ttdce with his fist, He asked me now old I cn:.s and I told him, 
He said, 'Nigger, you just w:ant to die young, I 1d jll$t .as soon shoo.t ·you 11011 

as to look at you, Do you :ielieve it? t I seid yes, He said, 1N:i.ggjlr, I •m 
r gonna erase tha,t b:1.t of doubt :,ut of yolll'.' mind, .And if you oomo back here again, 

I'm gcing to roll ¥"11 out as thin as cigarette pa.per~ r 11• 

http://jailor.es



