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izatibns against the Negro population to ·ensure that it tias perman-
ently terrorized and intimidated from asserting its rights; (2) An 
equally serious challenge coming fr-cm the leading officials of the 
wh:Lte cornmum t;y-- government offi~J,s ,. le~, enforcement. officer,s, and 
members of the judiciery, By their retus.al to indict and prosecute 
those who committed acts of violence, and by their 11etusal :to enforce 
the newly passed civil rights acts of ·the Reconstruction Period, 
they beciune accomplices in a conspiracy to "keep the ?fegro in lrl.s 
place" -a -conspiracy which constantly resorted to both private and 
highly organized fO?'Ills of violence, 
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.... One hundred yea.rs later, Nesroes in Mississippi and those 1-rho 
have come to help them, .,face I:. a situati~ f'undarnentall.ir iden,-

rr -,..,.,,.. __ 'tti! ... !tffi"'"'.3~M~~ffie-:Cl'1!g!illa,U<:il'IP:1't . ·,nrel!·a-:ni~11ttfflifp~ng-to , • • •• • ir~-
-brillg chan(!e to the S=th, Negroes and the civil rl(:hts ·workers in 
Vd.ssissippi today faco both open Violence and official negligence 
and complicity, just as they did in 1866.,, 

Note: All affidavits reprinted here were notarized at th1t til!!ll tl\ey_::r;Te s= 
out, or in the event no not.c.ry public ,,ras availalJle, were witnessed by at le11st 
two persons, 

AE'.B'IDA VIT I, TALLN!A'l'CHIE COUNTY 

In February, 1964, Green Bretrer, 29, now a resident of New Jersey, was visi ti.ng 
his parents in Charleatcm, Tallahatchie County, Durini; this visit, he and bis 
brother Charles went to the Huntly Grocery Store, J\ccording to Green Brewer's 
affidavit: 

"Charles went inside the store to get soft drinks, lt s,eeined a_s if 1 t was taking 
a long tillle for him to come ou:t, DBvid Basldn, a friend who was with us, walked 
to the door, then turned aroun9 and started tQ wa,lk real fast to the road, I 
then began to hear the sound of some licks, I ran inside the store ani:f saw my 
brother Charles lying on the floor, He was bleeding, He was unconscious, Mr. 
Huntly hep backed up against the counter, hold:i. ng an rure hanple, Another white 
man, Mr, G'i;lorge Little, was also holding an axe hanfil.e, 

111 '15ertt"d'o~tfi +,o Uhiirlss, ~fecf!iflnVt'.a'.ee; ··a'iftl 'ls{roa'Wii, 'Wn'i\ 1s .. tne l)iattef!? • ' ';J ., 

What happen1:d?' ~:-i~re was r,o ;;.sisponse, I then. pulled him up and was gettif18 
him to tho c'r,n;r, .;nd by tl::t:t, 1;1:,1.e lie was beginning to help hiin.~el,f, I then wal-
ked back ·~o c-·,'·' ·,.~,':! sung1c.L"''" ~!,,at beloriee.d to my brotl).er .. ,Mr, Hunt'.l,y started 
to cuss me, w,;.>",3g I bettr~. ...:!,t him out before I kill him, 1 

"Mr, Huntly then got his gun--and started to shake--when I got a blow frOlll behind, 
I received a fractured slruJ,l, broken jawbone, broken nose and a burst eY,eball, 
with little use of my eye, Houever, I 11ea able to help my brother to the car,,, 
A brother, Jesse, met us and d:r'ove us to .Charleston, 

1 "Later., about a week leter, the sheriff, Alex I);)gll.rn, ceme .and asked us mist hap­
pened, Another wbi te man crune later and •said he was sent by the sherlfi, ens! he 
i.ntervie1red us, ~nee then nothing has happened on our behalf,• 
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Their mother, Mrs, Janie Brewer; said in another affidaVit: 

",,,A neighbor f'r.iend of mine tol roe that my sons had just been beaten up by white 
folks, and I lost my presence of ndnd for a while, .Another son of 'mine, Eugene, 
found that my s·on Charles was i'n the Charleston Hospital, and thct Gxeene was in 
the Grenada Hospital. The next day I went to the Charleston lfospital and sari my 
·son Charles, l tried to talk to him·, He would cry, and then lose consciousness, 
in and out, He would only say: ".ihere is my brother---and why1 n, 

In Tallahatchi·e County 1 County Registrar William Cox is currently under a court 
inJ°tlftt!nt>!'l-'lffl''demrmitie'. the:.qaal:1:fi~ati"bns'=oi'ilegro·'l'1!gistrant!! 41,y-·the same 
standards as whites, not to limit Negro .registrants tp cO!lling in, one at a time, 
and to not use the constitutional inter.pretation section of the registration f·orm. 

This summer marked the first attempt by SNCC to 1'n1ove into" Tallahatchie County. 

On August 4, 1964, four members of the Brewer faroily attempted to register to 
vote. Jiccor.ding to some SNCC SJ?Okesmen they 11ere the first l_l_egroes to try to 
register since Reconstruction; they' were certainly the first in several decades. 

The next night, according to an affidaVit from Mrs. Melinda Brewer, a member of 
the Green Brewer family, a black pickup truck drove around past her house and 
the house of her brother-in~la1-r; ·J.esse Jamei, Brewer, It 'Stayed in the area 25 
minutes, 

,--.., On August 6,· she stated, a jreen pickup truck d;rove by at about 1 or 2 a.m. and 
cruised around·, ,'3he continued: 

"Jls they were drilling I could see them using a searchlight on the trees like 
they was hunting animals,.',One of the ·men, ·about 7 or 8 of them, ·got out of the 
truck and walked over towards rrry bedroom w.indo~r. He asked me if l had seen 
Je·sse Brewer or Earl Brever, I said I hadn't and asked 1my he was looking f-or 
them. He stld he jaot wanted to see them, He left and drove off. The man was 
t~hite; I coi:.1,1 not t~H w1>1;ther the :rest were wllites o:r not. I could see what 
I thought· were -guns 3ticldn¢ up in the back of the truck. 

11Mr. Blunt is j;he f:i;p)..1;l ;i!i~nt on t~e. p:\,~nt,~t:i:J?n on w~qh I li~t. He said on 
Augus~ ·ot1ili't ii'. anyone on 1:iF: "Don r:~.-pl'lic~-i-m~t" to 'fi'&:J'.st'er td VO'te, that per­
son vras going ;.o r,i·~ kicked otf the pl~,,~:11+.-'..~'1, }ls s::c'.,; ,10 one •in T!!llahatcbie 
wants ODY. of ·i;hos,, niif:ers imo go to the (s<.itct·t·n◊itE's', HG E<cid he had seen that 
God d.ii1rned old Je~se 'land fl,arl go at the courthouse and s:ri.d they didn't have no 
Goa arunned business :up tnrre, 

''I live on Mr, Don Addi·son1a plantation, On Saturday, August 8,J went to his 
office to pick up my check. Ile told me they didn't 1mnt any of those damn 
niggers going dot-m to the courtno•1se, 

"Mrs. John Brewer, a white 1•10man, li vea right do1m tne road· from me, On llugust 
5, she came over to talk 1r.l. th me. She asked whc!Jt Has +.hat brown car doing do,m 
there e11 the time. She Ge:i.d i-f tC:hey" 1~01..1-11'(1 out we t-mt;; :t·a trny wey in,ro-1 ~d i.n 
civil :ights they llSS ·going i;o put us out., arid she ·said ·she would fee1. sorry f'or 
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114 'l;osing,··a home. ,'fue also saiq 'that;-i:f.l civil,r.i~hts--wo:t>ls:e~pl4~d:-in Je,sse 1s 
h~e-, .th~' !]0Ul'1 . .,..t ·t :ru Klu1: ltltn :·@0r: .end :.,--et· t:1eii -OU't l.TOJil, there. 

110n Saturd~ afternoonr lmgus.t 8, se.veral Fm a-gents came to see me· •. They asked 
·about the incidents with the pickup trucks, I was· frightened and, didn't want, 
to get my name us.ed, so I told them I didnr't see anytbine. I told them that the 
whites didn 1t ask for Je-'Sse and F.arl-. L also said that there were no .guns. I 
lied to 'them. 11 • • 

.AFFl'Ili\VIT II. OFFICE HARJ\S'SMEN'r, - .CLARJ<~nt,LE 

The"'ro~;..Jn~ ;~c;r.';'ted ;ia~e;t ·by 1aTaiet~ tz.~e';;, clr~~f \he Clarks-
dale COFO project, indicates th.e attitude of local law enfo11cement and author­
ities to>1Uds the· existence of civil rights offi-ees in the state of Mississippi. 
SUrney, Ne.gro, is a 22-year-old '!NCC 11or.ker and a native of Ruleville. 

"The first day tha-t I arrived in Clarksdale to arraTige for hous.ing for the 
other wor.kers the Chief of Police, Ben Colli:,s, came up to me and 's•aid, •~Te 
ain I t goin to have this.shit this -year. 1 He then ·asll:ed me if I wanted to 
fight right then and i said that I was nonviolent, •• The next d2y he-and other 
policemen sat in front 0f the- office and took our pictures 14th a movie c81)lera. 
Callins ra day later) said, 1I 1m going to kill you :i:f' it 1s the la·st thing I 
do'.,. This same day C:ollins assigned a policeman to :!'ollol~ me around ,-me;rever 
I went. When I 1rould. go into any pla,ce that. pol,iceman wou;I.d: stag outside. 
This ssme·policeman would follow people 'from½he p.roj'ect tp,,trj,•to .find out 
what families we 1-rere li11ing with and where we ate~ 

"After the Civil Rig_hts J):i.ll 1,as. signed., Collimr 11ent around to.all the Negro 
resta.urants a.nd told them that :IT the:\' s·erv;e.d the r,ro.jec.t worker.s, either. white 
or Negro, he woul1 close t~ up,,,• ' • 

11.A (mi.le later an agent from the ,city Watet and ~ght .!Jepartp,ent came to the 
office and tried to tur;n the li·ght.s off. . HB call~d B•m d,ollins who came over 
and cursed us us, We taTued t·o him outside the office, he told us to. get inside 
and instructed another policeman to 1g_e:t the damned billy clubs, w•.re going 
to have to move-these niggers,• He grabbed the arm of.a.Negro volunteer named 
Doris Ne~nnan and t1dsted it. I called the FBI office, .They 'asked for a state­
me~, .. '.b~d~ that •. $3 si.tuat,:ton,;11t1S t.j>o t,pad:~,!,\i" ~;to., g~~- ~ asked them 
to come o~r. But thoy wouJt1t' 1t, do this. Tire next d9-y a Nigro man c!iJTie by the 
office .. ,P.P tol:d me that B.,,ri Cdlina had bir-ed soJn.e men to .ldll me ••• Th.e next 
night ••• "1hen I 11sa on my W83' back to the Freedom House a group of white men 
stopped me and showed me e. gun. They said, 'This has two buck a hots in it and 
both ?f them have. your nam~, of them •. I 1m going ,to blow tlµ.s up yo~ as~ ar,d 
blow 1 t off, 1 I walked of.f and called the chief of police, he told .me to go· 
to bell and hung up. 

"About three (lays. atwr the, i-ncident with the white men w.tth the gun, I 1-!Bnt up 
to the court house to help reiµ.ster some people and the sheriff and Beri Collin.!1 
were there waiting for me. Collin."! Sea.id, 'There ar1tn't too many lfhit.e people. 
in town who like you and. I'm not one o-f them. If you don 1t wiint to come up 
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