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AF FIDA V'I TS 

The following e:ft'idavi ts were selected to give eyew.t tness and first person accounts 
. of spec:it'ic incidents in more formal detail. In several cases the affidavits are 
excerpted. clue to length or because more than one affidavit has been used to des­
cribe a situation in a given location. 

All aff'idaVits included here refer to occurrences this past summer. They are not 
the most atrocious statements that could have been gathered fi'om experiences of 
Mississippi Negroes in everyday life or in connection with the movement during 
the· pa§.t few years. It is apparene l'rom the Tallahatchie County and Philadelph:l.a­
Neshw.COl\l\ty. stateipents tbl¢...the~~ cond;itions_did qot begin.this sW!llMlr. 

In most cases a.ffidavi ts have been selected' because they are the best offici-al 
statements describing a situation or pattern e:id:sting across the state. 

Highly publicized events such as the beating of Rabbi Arthur Lelyveld and two 
volunteers in Hattiesbui:-g, or the "re:l,gn of terror" created in Jackson by two 
men one night when two separate shootings and a beating took place, have been 
omitted. Statements f-rom Silas McGhee have not been included since the -admittedly 
historic- Pm arrests of three of bis atw.ckeirs broke that story into the nation's 
press. 

Affidavits from Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer, Jiinmy Travis or the widow of Louis Allen, 
for example, have not been included as it is assumed that most persons who worked 
in Miesissippi this past summer would be familiar with their stories. And since 
thi~ set of st~teµients is restricte~ to the summer ot 1964 ,,e have not attempted 
to insert sucli affidavits as SNCC worker MacArthur Cottop!s gescrlbing Parchman 
Penitentiary last yea:i where he was hung by bis hands for three hours, or ~CC 
worker George Greene's statements from Natchez. 

It should be kept in mind that affidavits are not a~lable for the bulk of in­
cidents this past sUl\llller or, more importantly, from before. 

fThe f.9lloljing anal.Y33;.s of' violenc~ ,in Mississippi ii! excerpted from an analysis 
of affidav.its submitted by plaintiffs in COFO v. Rainey, an omnibus suit fl.led 
in the,u.s. D!;stti.ot eourt at ·l1eri<ti,an this past summer.] 

The use of violence by white men to keep Negroes "in their place" 
in 111.,ssissippi did not begin, as is sometimes asserted·, with the 
coming of the civil rights movement to that state. Violence was 
basic to the syStem of slavery, and it has never been abandoned 
as a means of "controlling" the Negro population. Only the forms 
ba,ve changed. 

But there has been an amazing consis-tency in the forms or organiza­
tion used by the white man to· meet the challenge of civil rights 
since tqe freeing of the slaves. The authors of Reconstruction 
Legislationreal.ized that they must meet two closely :related forms 
of "t"esistance: (1) One was open violence, the use of brute and in­
discrimlnate i'ot'Ce by pri. v,,.t,, wbi to c1. t:! ~ns "nd clnnqa:1 t;.:lne oi-gao-
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izatibns against the Negro population to ·ensure that it tias perman-
ently terrorized and intimidated from asserting its rights; (2) An 
equally serious challenge coming fr-cm the leading officials of the 
wh:Lte cornmum t;y-- government offi~J,s ,. le~, enforcement. officer,s, and 
members of the judiciery, By their retus.al to indict and prosecute 
those who committed acts of violence, and by their 11etusal :to enforce 
the newly passed civil rights acts of ·the Reconstruction Period, 
they beciune accomplices in a conspiracy to "keep the ?fegro in lrl.s 
place" -a -conspiracy which constantly resorted to both private and 
highly organized fO?'Ills of violence, 

,. . 
1 

.... One hundred yea.rs later, Nesroes in Mississippi and those 1-rho 
have come to help them, .,face I:. a situati~ f'undarnentall.ir iden,-

rr -,..,.,,.. __ 'tti! ... !tffi"'"'.3~M~~ffie-:Cl'1!g!illa,U<:il'IP:1't . ·,nrel!·a-:ni~11ttfflifp~ng-to , • • •• • ir~-
-brillg chan(!e to the S=th, Negroes and the civil rl(:hts ·workers in 
Vd.ssissippi today faco both open Violence and official negligence 
and complicity, just as they did in 1866.,, 

Note: All affidavits reprinted here were notarized at th1t til!!ll tl\ey_::r;Te s= 
out, or in the event no not.c.ry public ,,ras availalJle, were witnessed by at le11st 
two persons, 

AE'.B'IDA VIT I, TALLN!A'l'CHIE COUNTY 

In February, 1964, Green Bretrer, 29, now a resident of New Jersey, was visi ti.ng 
his parents in Charleatcm, Tallahatchie County, Durini; this visit, he and bis 
brother Charles went to the Huntly Grocery Store, J\ccording to Green Brewer's 
affidavit: 

"Charles went inside the store to get soft drinks, lt s,eeined a_s if 1 t was taking 
a long tillle for him to come ou:t, DBvid Basldn, a friend who was with us, walked 
to the door, then turned aroun9 and started tQ wa,lk real fast to the road, I 
then began to hear the sound of some licks, I ran inside the store ani:f saw my 
brother Charles lying on the floor, He was bleeding, He was unconscious, Mr. 
Huntly hep backed up against the counter, hold:i. ng an rure hanple, Another white 
man, Mr, G'i;lorge Little, was also holding an axe hanfil.e, 

111 '15ertt"d'o~tfi +,o Uhiirlss, ~fecf!iflnVt'.a'.ee; ··a'iftl 'ls{roa'Wii, 'Wn'i\ 1s .. tne l)iattef!? • ' ';J ., 

What happen1:d?' ~:-i~re was r,o ;;.sisponse, I then. pulled him up and was gettif18 
him to tho c'r,n;r, .;nd by tl::t:t, 1;1:,1.e lie was beginning to help hiin.~el,f, I then wal-
ked back ·~o c-·,'·' ·,.~,':! sung1c.L"''" ~!,,at beloriee.d to my brotl).er .. ,Mr, Hunt'.l,y started 
to cuss me, w,;.>",3g I bettr~. ...:!,t him out before I kill him, 1 

"Mr, Huntly then got his gun--and started to shake--when I got a blow frOlll behind, 
I received a fractured slruJ,l, broken jawbone, broken nose and a burst eY,eball, 
with little use of my eye, Houever, I 11ea able to help my brother to the car,,, 
A brother, Jesse, met us and d:r'ove us to .Charleston, 

1 "Later., about a week leter, the sheriff, Alex I);)gll.rn, ceme .and asked us mist hap­
pened, Another wbi te man crune later and •said he was sent by the sherlfi, ens! he 
i.ntervie1red us, ~nee then nothing has happened on our behalf,• 

.., 
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Their mother, Mrs, Janie Brewer; said in another affidaVit: 

",,,A neighbor f'r.iend of mine tol roe that my sons had just been beaten up by white 
folks, and I lost my presence of ndnd for a while, .Another son of 'mine, Eugene, 
found that my s·on Charles was i'n the Charleston Hospital, and thct Gxeene was in 
the Grenada Hospital. The next day I went to the Charleston lfospital and sari my 
·son Charles, l tried to talk to him·, He would cry, and then lose consciousness, 
in and out, He would only say: ".ihere is my brother---and why1 n, 

In Tallahatchi·e County 1 County Registrar William Cox is currently under a court 
inJ°tlftt!nt>!'l-'lffl''demrmitie'. the:.qaal:1:fi~ati"bns'=oi'ilegro·'l'1!gistrant!! 41,y-·the same 
standards as whites, not to limit Negro .registrants tp cO!lling in, one at a time, 
and to not use the constitutional inter.pretation section of the registration f·orm. 

This summer marked the first attempt by SNCC to 1'n1ove into" Tallahatchie County. 

On August 4, 1964, four members of the Brewer faroily attempted to register to 
vote. Jiccor.ding to some SNCC SJ?Okesmen they 11ere the first l_l_egroes to try to 
register since Reconstruction; they' were certainly the first in several decades. 

The next night, according to an affidaVit from Mrs. Melinda Brewer, a member of 
the Green Brewer family, a black pickup truck drove around past her house and 
the house of her brother-in~la1-r; ·J.esse Jamei, Brewer, It 'Stayed in the area 25 
minutes, 

,--.., On August 6,· she stated, a jreen pickup truck d;rove by at about 1 or 2 a.m. and 
cruised around·, ,'3he continued: 

"Jls they were drilling I could see them using a searchlight on the trees like 
they was hunting animals,.',One of the ·men, ·about 7 or 8 of them, ·got out of the 
truck and walked over towards rrry bedroom w.indo~r. He asked me if l had seen 
Je·sse Brewer or Earl Brever, I said I hadn't and asked 1my he was looking f-or 
them. He stld he jaot wanted to see them, He left and drove off. The man was 
t~hite; I coi:.1,1 not t~H w1>1;ther the :rest were wllites o:r not. I could see what 
I thought· were -guns 3ticldn¢ up in the back of the truck. 

11Mr. Blunt is j;he f:i;p)..1;l ;i!i~nt on t~e. p:\,~nt,~t:i:J?n on w~qh I li~t. He said on 
Augus~ ·ot1ili't ii'. anyone on 1:iF: "Don r:~.-pl'lic~-i-m~t" to 'fi'&:J'.st'er td VO'te, that per­
son vras going ;.o r,i·~ kicked otf the pl~,,~:11+.-'..~'1, }ls s::c'.,; ,10 one •in T!!llahatcbie 
wants ODY. of ·i;hos,, niif:ers imo go to the (s<.itct·t·n◊itE's', HG E<cid he had seen that 
God d.ii1rned old Je~se 'land fl,arl go at the courthouse and s:ri.d they didn't have no 
Goa arunned business :up tnrre, 

''I live on Mr, Don Addi·son1a plantation, On Saturday, August 8,J went to his 
office to pick up my check. Ile told me they didn't 1mnt any of those damn 
niggers going dot-m to the courtno•1se, 

"Mrs. John Brewer, a white 1•10man, li vea right do1m tne road· from me, On llugust 
5, she came over to talk 1r.l. th me. She asked whc!Jt Has +.hat brown car doing do,m 
there e11 the time. She Ge:i.d i-f tC:hey" 1~01..1-11'(1 out we t-mt;; :t·a trny wey in,ro-1 ~d i.n 
civil :ights they llSS ·going i;o put us out., arid she ·said ·she would fee1. sorry f'or 
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114 'l;osing,··a home. ,'fue also saiq 'that;-i:f.l civil,r.i~hts--wo:t>ls:e~pl4~d:-in Je,sse 1s 
h~e-, .th~' !]0Ul'1 . .,..t ·t :ru Klu1: ltltn :·@0r: .end :.,--et· t:1eii -OU't l.TOJil, there. 

110n Saturd~ afternoonr lmgus.t 8, se.veral Fm a-gents came to see me· •. They asked 
·about the incidents with the pickup trucks, I was· frightened and, didn't want, 
to get my name us.ed, so I told them I didnr't see anytbine. I told them that the 
whites didn 1t ask for Je-'Sse and F.arl-. L also said that there were no .guns. I 
lied to 'them. 11 • • 

.AFFl'Ili\VIT II. OFFICE HARJ\S'SMEN'r, - .CLARJ<~nt,LE 

The"'ro~;..Jn~ ;~c;r.';'ted ;ia~e;t ·by 1aTaiet~ tz.~e';;, clr~~f \he Clarks-
dale COFO project, indicates th.e attitude of local law enfo11cement and author­
ities to>1Uds the· existence of civil rights offi-ees in the state of Mississippi. 
SUrney, Ne.gro, is a 22-year-old '!NCC 11or.ker and a native of Ruleville. 

"The first day tha-t I arrived in Clarksdale to arraTige for hous.ing for the 
other wor.kers the Chief of Police, Ben Colli:,s, came up to me and 's•aid, •~Te 
ain I t goin to have this.shit this -year. 1 He then ·asll:ed me if I wanted to 
fight right then and i said that I was nonviolent, •• The next d2y he-and other 
policemen sat in front 0f the- office and took our pictures 14th a movie c81)lera. 
Callins ra day later) said, 1I 1m going to kill you :i:f' it 1s the la·st thing I 
do'.,. This same day C:ollins assigned a policeman to :!'ollol~ me around ,-me;rever 
I went. When I 1rould. go into any pla,ce that. pol,iceman wou;I.d: stag outside. 
This ssme·policeman would follow people 'from½he p.roj'ect tp,,trj,•to .find out 
what families we 1-rere li11ing with and where we ate~ 

"After the Civil Rig_hts J):i.ll 1,as. signed., Collimr 11ent around to.all the Negro 
resta.urants a.nd told them that :IT the:\' s·erv;e.d the r,ro.jec.t worker.s, either. white 
or Negro, he woul1 close t~ up,,,• ' • 

11.A (mi.le later an agent from the ,city Watet and ~ght .!Jepartp,ent came to the 
office and tried to tur;n the li·ght.s off. . HB call~d B•m d,ollins who came over 
and cursed us us, We taTued t·o him outside the office, he told us to. get inside 
and instructed another policeman to 1g_e:t the damned billy clubs, w•.re going 
to have to move-these niggers,• He grabbed the arm of.a.Negro volunteer named 
Doris Ne~nnan and t1dsted it. I called the FBI office, .They 'asked for a state­
me~, .. '.b~d~ that •. $3 si.tuat,:ton,;11t1S t.j>o t,pad:~,!,\i" ~;to., g~~- ~ asked them 
to come o~r. But thoy wouJt1t' 1t, do this. Tire next d9-y a Nigro man c!iJTie by the 
office .. ,P.P tol:d me that B.,,ri Cdlina had bir-ed soJn.e men to .ldll me ••• Th.e next 
night ••• "1hen I 11sa on my W83' back to the Freedom House a group of white men 
stopped me and showed me e. gun. They said, 'This has two buck a hots in it and 
both ?f them have. your nam~, of them •. I 1m going ,to blow tlµ.s up yo~ as~ ar,d 
blow 1 t off, 1 I walked of.f and called the chief of police, he told .me to go· 
to bell and hung up. 

"About three (lays. atwr the, i-ncident with the white men w.tth the gun, I 1-!Bnt up 
to the court house to help reiµ.ster some people and the sheriff and Beri Collin.!1 
were there waiting for me. Collin."! Sea.id, 'There ar1tn't too many lfhit.e people. 
in town who like you and. I'm not one o-f them. If you don 1t wiint to come up 

• f 
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like your nigger-lov.1.ng friends in Philadelphia you'd better get back to the 
nigger sectio.n of toim. 1 ••• Two high11ay patrol men came up and said, 'let us 

.._ show him tm.ere it is·. 1 I Has the only one standing outside so I decided to 
leave." 

AFFIDAVIT Ill, LOS'3 OF JOB OOE TO VOTER REGISmATION ATTEMPT 

WILLI»iS Al)).MS', being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

l1La1clress 'is Box 118, Rt. 2l Charleston, Mississippi,, and I am a Negro c:itizen 
of the United States. I live on the Rabbit Ridge Plantation in Tallahatchie 
County, I and all my sons tmo ere old enough work on this plantation. 

On August 11, 196u, my son, William F.d Adams, went to the County Courthouse to 
register to vote. He was seen by the crowd of whites who assembled in the 
courthouse square-. Later that afternoon, Mr ... Melson Douglas, the· manager of 
Rabbit Ridge Plantation, told some people at the plantation store that he was 
going to have my son arrested because ·he tri~d to register to vote. 

Mr. Riley McGee came around to my hO\lSe and told me that Mr. D,uglas had an­
nounced that my son would be m-rested, I went· over to the store and saw Mr. 
Dou©las. I asked him, ''What are you going to have him arrested for? He hssn•t 
done anything. 11 

,,..._ Mr. J:bugl.as replied, "He didn't have no business going down to the courthouse. 

r--

He don•t have no more work around here. We can't use a boy like that." I told 
him that I would go to Greenwood and try to talk to the Sll!CC people and try to 
get a la11Y9r. 

I went to Greenwood. 1 went first to talk to Mr. J. Nolan Reed, the. owner of 
Rabbit Ridge Plantation. He told me that no.thing could be done unless rrry son 
1<ent do~m to the courthouse and took his name off the rolls. [J'e· said that he 
would go from Greenwood to the plantation tomorro1,r and take my son do~m to the 
courthouse. He said that unless his name was removed, h.e could not work on his 
plantatio~ any more •.• 

(sirtnod) i"illiams Adams -
AFFIDAVIT IV. INTIMIDA'l!ON TO STOP SUMMER PROJECT (Police Brutality) 

Charles MeLaurl~, 23, Negro, native Mississippian and field secretary for 'JNCC 
told in an affidavit what happened to hi:m and .four other '31-lCC voter re~tration 
workers in June 8, 1964, in Golumbus, Mississippi. McI;aurin >ras. later a 
SWmner Project director :l:n Ruleville. 

On that date Mcr.:aurln and Jarnes Black, '3am Block, Willie Peacock and Jru12es Jones 
set out .from Greem,l'.>od, l'd.ss:i.ssippi, to attend a S!'!CC cont'orenoe in .Atl.anta, Ga. 
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He said they were followed by a car all the way from Greenwood to %arkrllle and 
that after several attempts to lose their "tail,'.' the"J. .found the car still fol­
low.l:ng them outside Columbus, Hiss. McLaurin stated: 

"At this point, the car turned off its headlights and pulle<i up right behind us. 
There was one white man in the car. We all du-::ked dow and pullecl over to the 
side of the road. He passed and we continued on. W·e passed his car again 
just outside the Columbus city l:i..tn:i.ts, when he pulled off on a side road. 

"About five blocks after he tm-ned off, we were stopped by a highway patr.ol!nan. 
A'.ft. tµ~_ti,!ftE! ~e. 1(01'8.·,s,to_P,pe~ 1"8 we_~e do.ing nothing to break the law. In the 
si::outt-eer.-1ta:,,,~,o~!Hl-®ied tlQ¥-t:;QJa1ii,:~d""abtltbe.r li'~ ;:t1t;Jtla:!.'r1.~lot)Jes.-. •r·• . ~ 
Elders cmne to our car and said, 1Youtre t!1e niggers who m:e going to change 
our way of life. 1 He then askecl us why 11e were trying to run a car of.f the 
road. At no ti'!le had ~re done this. 

''He then told us te get out of the car and we did. The sheriff of Lowndes County 
then drove up end saj.d to Elders, 1What have you got there• Elders ~aid, 1.These 
are the niggers who are going to change our way e.f life. 1 The sheriff asked 
who r1as driving the car, 1That little short nigger there?' Elders replied, 
1No, this big, fuzzy-lipped m __ t: __ , 1 referring to James Black." 

MCLaurin said all of them except James Black t~e handcuf:fed and driven to the 
Lowndes County jail. Black was le:ft with patrolman Elders. 

"At the jail about twenty minutes later, Jame$ Black crone in with Elders. Black's 
head was dirty; one side of his face was swollen out of shape.; one of bis eyes 
.ras blackened. and bloodshot, and blood was running from his swollen mouth. 
His clothes were als'O torn and di.sarranged. He ualked up to me and said, 
1He beat me, 1 pointing to Kl.ders. J;:l.ders said, •This boy i'ell ~etting out of 
the car. 1 Blsck 1 3 physical condition made it iJnpossible for me to believe 
El.der 1s statement that he- had merely fallen. 11 

McLaurin stated that the five .,ere put in a cell and that shortly thereafter 
1/-White turnkey came and told. Sam Bloqk to come with him for an 1inter'Oiew. 1 

~e !_ai~ ~lock t~s t_ak~n fa)~sid~i ~nd.~h,\.P't cOJ.l,ld hear: sou:1~ ?f a_ beating 
a."id gi"oaiis". "He' said"Ulock ·w11.S brc,ught--.baek-...tG--the--ce1'1~-tw-l~-his aides, .his.. 
mouth swollen. 

"The turnkey then.said, 'Next,• and Peacock went with biln. He returned a feH 
minutes later and said he had been hit in the mouth. !lis mouth was swollen ••• 

"I went out next and. was taken outside. Elders asl«!d, 1Ar~ you a Negro or a 
nigger?• I said, 11 am' allegro.• Jolly, another highway patrolman, hit me 
across the face with his forearm. El.dare t:ept1at1i)d. the (lll.estiol'\, and my an.­
swer was the same. I 1-ras then punched hard in my left ear by ©.ders and 
knocked to the t;rOUnd.. The highway patro.l!nen helped me up and one of them 
said, 1Boy, can•t. yo-.i stand on ;irciur p1~ two £eet? 1 They s,tood me up against 
t.he wall and repeated the. question. This time I answered 11 am a nigger. 1 ...----. 
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Tliey then lectured me and to;t.d me nobedy wanted me in .town and I should lel!ve. 
Elders said; •rf I ever catch you here again I 111 kill you, 1 

"They took me up~taj.rs to my cell. James Jones was taken out and came back with 
a swollen lip a!ly:i.re he had been qit in t"!le mouth, The next day Jarne,s Black was 
cbarge.d with reckle!Y!l d:r':i.Ving, anp runni~ a s-(;op sign, He t,~ not, to· the 
beat of rey k-npwleclge, guilty of either. He i-rai; i'in9d ~8 and we were relee,sed," 

James Jones said in an affidavit that when· he was beaten, m.,der "kept calli_ng 
me a black nigger and said he would put me on the CO'Unty farm for twenty ,:ears 
and that if he ever saw me After that he would kill me, l[).der a41ked ine it I 
Ma ~fin 'bt>hl 'i'fi tlilfsiss1ppi. T ·$aid yell. - i-:e a111,tecMl!e -idiether· I I cl ever been 
in a positiop where the n1gg!ll"s clidn 1t helP. tr..e but the tfhites did. I told bilJn f, d been poor all rey l.:Ue, • , •• • • • ~ - • • .,. 

''I spent t~ nigllt in jail with the rest of the £ellomi, We were all 111 pain. 
At no time was I informed of the charges against me or allowed to )l!Ske phone 
calls, The next nrornill!J ( June 9), we were !Ill fingerprinted and photographed. 
I eked tbe shetj.ff what i,r• rrere charged 1dth, and he said reckles-s driving and 
pos:Jession of illegal literature," 

<samuel m.ock, in his ai'.fidat'i t, QIIOted the jail or cs :;,ayin,, 11'l't;~ rl vei: is just 
n.ght; let's carry them out and nfle them right now." 

"Elder hit me on the cheek with his fist, I i;taggered and fell back to the 1dn­
no11, and )le gi,abbed me anq hit me in t~ groin tdtb bis fist veny hard, I fell 
down and he kicked me har,d in 1;he shin., ,He esked if any white person has mis• 
treated me in M!.ssissippi. I answered, 1Yes, you are mistreating me no11o t He 
bit me again ~11th h:i/3 fist and knocked m13 back, 1,:hen it was over, l could just 
barely make i.t back upstairs to the cell, I fell to the concrete floor and 
blacked eut and lay tberQ for about 20 minutes." 

Block said Judge R, V, 1~bittaker questioned hilll about himself and James Black, 
Block said he did not answer any quesUons about Blac~, and that the judge 
replied, 11You can sit there and act a damn m f ___ :fool if you want to, 
~:t --lffl. ~~ tf:p.ng to help_ t,his 17_-ye!)l'•Jltcl_ bpi' ~fh~ _!Ill !i~~ c~_ges on. 11 

Bloc!!; said a n,.an he believed to be the prosecuting attorney .told him that u· the 
traffic charges against James Blac\c were not appealed, the other charges against 
the i'i:ve trould be droppedJ and that if there -was an appeal, the other charges 
would remain. 

Willie Peaeock described b:i.s beating in ano.ther affidav:i t: 

11E:tder hit me ttdce with his fist, He asked me now old I cn:.s and I told him, 
He said, 'Nigger, you just w:ant to die young, I 1d jll$t .as soon shoo.t ·you 11011 

as to look at you, Do you :ielieve it? t I seid yes, He said, 1N:i.ggjlr, I •m 
r gonna erase tha,t b:1.t of doubt :,ut of yolll'.' mind, .And if you oomo back here again, 

I'm gcing to roll ¥"11 out as thin as cigarette pa.per~ r 11• 
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P. 8 
.AFFIDA.VI'l' V. POI.J:ElE COLUBOR.ATIO}! ( tdth Arsonists 1:n Community 

Center Burning) 

The following statement describes the actions of local law enforcemeat otficel'l! 
in relation to the burning of a community ·center about sL"< miles from Vicksburg. 
The building, h'Tiich ;ras constl'ucted more' than ten years,.ago, 1ras last used for 
organized civil rights actiVitf during the CCFd mock Freedom Ballot guberna .. 
torlal campai6'"ll in Wovember 1963. Many, perhaps most, of the twenty-one churches 
burned fr,om the start ·of the Mississip.Pi 'mmmer Project thr01.1gh .August 2h, had 
no record of civil rights involvement. :l)rson has been used as a general fonn 
~pi-ntimidating the Negro community of Mi.ssissipni. 'Tn thi.s case, hoi~ever, it 
·WTUlllore-d in :the· Negro .section ·of 'Bovina that passersby may haw observed a 
car with Ohio license tags at a JUly 6 meeting and thought that 1.t belonged to 
a OOFO summer volunteer. One member of hhe community center had come to that 
meeting.in a relative•s car which had the out.-of-state plates. 

llWID RIL1'1;, being duJ,y sworn, deposes- and says: 

In my capacity as research. rnan for the Vicksburg COFO proji:,ct, I have talked Nith 
several (five) leaders of the Bovina community •• ,about t)le burning of the BoVi.na 
e-ity Center on Tuesday··night, Jul,y 1 i 1964, betlv'E!en 10:30 and 11:-30. The 
building was comple·tely destroyed; no one t-tas in the building at the time; no 
one was injured. ' 

' 
A small group of ,people gather-Eid around the burnin.!l building between 10:45 and 
ll:!i5 on Tuesday night. Many were Negro leader:i o.f the Bonn.a communit;n some 
were 1-mites from llov:!.na; 9thers were police officers, including Warren C:ounty 
Sheriff Vernon o. Luckett. At least three Negroes present--t1io of whom I spoke 
to--sa,i1·fir8li!en pull a torch out i'rom under the :front· part of' the building. The 
torch, still blazing 1men the firemen pulled it out, 1-ra.s a thre(!-foot ;long· pole 
with rags wapped around the ehd and wire \l'rapped arO\lnd the rags, acc.ording 
to an eyewitness. J\lso, according theeyew:i.tnesseir, p·olicemen took several pic­
tures of the burning building an(] the torch, One man who saw the torch on 
Tuesday night said it wall not there when he stopped by on his 1-ray to frork the 
next morning at 5:00 a.ill), Another ~roman who also• ·saw the torch said she did not· 
·see it when: ,;he returned to the burned buil'dillg ;I.ate Wednesday' m,Or.ning • 

• wean:esday•s Vicksburg Evening Pest car:ried a short article on the burning. 
'l'h'ere'were no direct qu0 i,es but one paragraph read: "Sheriff Vernon o. Luckett 
said the preliminary investigi;itio.Jl. sho'Wed no indications that arson might be 
involved. 11 The article rrent on to say that since there was 11a iniltl wind" and 
since the "fire did start in the rear of the building," it was likely that 
burni!!I; rubbish in a trash ,fan eight feet behiru;I the building startad the fire, 
according to Sheriff Luc.kett. 

This is in complete contradiction to t·ihat the .Sheri.ff· later told one man ••• 
He said that he did not believe the fire was a.et by the burning ru.bbish, and 
"~? _d?ub~ it was set"ii""'6y someone deliberately, 

It is also in contram.ction to my personal examination of t!Yl rui'lls of- the 
build:i.ng. The hoer bemns at the front 0£ the building t·rere completely des--
1;rl)}"ed, uhile severoi et~·ed 011e,i l'"'•l>i.no<I at the rear; one beam, d:iroct.ly 
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o~~ite the trash can from ilhicb the fire supposedly was started, even had a 
completely uncharred port:!.on of wood on it. The tras,b can i tsel.f was about one­
quarter full:'Of' •rusted and somet.fuat charted cans; one can -'lt:!.11' hnd paper on 1 t, 
and there was more unburnt paper only slightly bel<m the surface tt:ash llhic.!l bad 
been tiiirnt. 'lbe trash barrel dil:I, tict. have "holes in tbe bottom· to .aU.:m a graft 
to build up a luge fire. So it, seems extremely unlikely th;it a fire in the • 
tra.'Jh clid'\ could h.a"J'8 • been •Jr· tl83 l:u-,;ci etiou"";h to set a whole building on fire, 
especially a building more completely destroyed on the front and one covered on 
the outside with inflammable asppalt shingles. I have photographs of all tilts 
evidence at the ruins of the building. 

Tl;le Sheriff's account of the fire in the newspaper article of Ju'.1,y e is further 
contx,adicted· by the fact that no one .tran the Bovina Comrm.ini ty Cept~ haa been 
burni:Qg trash in the ba=el either on Tuesday, July 7, the day of the fire, or 
for several weeka before the fire. The last time trash had been burnt in the 
bar.rel was in' the beginr,i:pg of June, according to official·a of the Bovina 
C=-inity Center. Again, accordinc to off:1:¢.als o~ the ~enter, the last time a 
party had been held in the Center was in the third week of June.. On Monday 
night, July 6, a routine meeting was held at the ~nter, but only cokes and 
cookies were served; so there was no tra.sh that needed to be ~ed after the 
meeting. 

What has Sheriff Luckett done to investigate the infoX'1!11ltion recorded here? 
He ·had photographs taken of the t9I"ch, but there was no mention of either the 
torch or the phot9graphs in the newspaper article. ijo official of the Bovina 
Center has seen the photographs. $heriff Luckett never contacted the presiaent 
of the Bovina C1;1nter; he did not speak with her the night of the fire although 
she was there at the burning;. he has not spoken tdth her or contacted her in 
any 1,ay in th.e three weeks that have passed since the burning. Nor had any of 
bis deputies contacted her. Two deputies did visit Bovina about faro imeks 
at'ter the fir'e and talked. 1dth some officials of the Center, but that is 
apparently the only effort county officials have made to find out who.burned 
down the Bovina Comminity Center. 

(signed) David Riley 

AFFI D.A VI T VI. VIOLENCE BY POLICE (Canton) 

S.ections of three affidavits· from people who met with the· OSTlton, Mississippi, 
police force are given beloti• They could as well have come from any of the soores 
of Mississippi communities in which the legally constituted authorities a.re 
themselves the la1-,less. . 

The first event is told through th.e affidavits. of Steven Smith of Marion, Iowa, 
and Eric Morton of New York City, both volunteers then working 'in voter regis­
tration, lib.en four workers were driving a truck of voter registration materials 
from Jackson to Greenwood and Greenville on Wednesday, July 15. They decide(j 
to drive by way of Canton. 

Morton's statement reads: "As we were entering highway 51 (in Jackson) we 
were stopped by two Jackson city policemen. They asked Steve tmere we were 
going and he. told them Canton. They looked through the truck and saw the 
voter registration material we were carrying. They then gave Steve a ticket for 
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driving ui thout a_, pommercial '.License. , ,We proceeded on tomird Canton, Along the 
way t,10 were norr:i.ed that the Jaclcson P!;)lice· might cal.1. ahead to the higbi-ray 
patrol' to have us st·opped·, .. About. fl ve miles out. of Capton we saw one car that 
wa., definitely 1'011.011:inz us, The car ;ras unrnarl<:~ and there was, no indication "'""°' 
that it 11as a police car ... It ju.~t remaine~ behind us, blinking its lights, 
As we reached Gluc)<sta'dt, the car P1),lled up clo.se t.o us a11d began, blit)king a red 
light, We then pulled' o'Ver, .rt, 112s about 10:JO p,m, at this, time, The dt>ors 
and windows of our truC'k 1,ere • 1ocked, 11 

Sm:l.t)'l1s affidavit states: "l pulled over and stopped, even though I heard no 
siren and had no definite knot~ledge that the following, car contained police ... 
and wai.ted until the man in th19 car arrived, He cpl;le up to the truck and told 
me to get out, I asked for identii'icatiori, He didn 1t sho;-1 me anything, but 
told me to ge_t .out of the truc,k, I got out •• ,and he· arid l walked· to his car. 
Eric also eot out and ,re recei veo a., ,lepture while he 1-1as writing a· ticket :for 
speeding .. ,A l\ighway patrol car arrived .. ,A third car then ,PUlled up which 1-1as 
unmarked and. contained one m).n not in uniform, Fe could teli he had been drinking 
because of his acti~w.and be~aµse we could smell the liquor,,, 

"After a short ;interchange between him and the first !')an, the i"j.rst man left 
and the third man took me back t·o the car of the hir,h1,ay patro1111an, He opened 
the oar and told me to get inside, I got inside end sat on the back seat. He 
told me to move over and got in, All the (lobrs fnd mn.do;rs were sJmt. He said,, 
1 can't ki)..i you, but you know. what I'm coins to do to io\l•' I ·ansi,ered, 1Wo 

sir, 1 kt this time he pulled his gun out of his holster and sterted to hit ma 
on the hea'd ,with the gun butt, I put my hams up to protect m::r head and ro:Ued 
ipte a •~all on the seat, _Over a period of ab.out a minute he hit me about four 
times on the bead ~nd aliout eighi:, to, ten times on the left hand, He also hit 
me abo\lt three times on the left leg, t-cr.!._c;e on my right hand, and once on my 
left shoulder, 1,11 o:f this was with the gun butt.,, Three of thel'I t)1en trent. up_ 
to Eric, They !'.ad a conversation !ti th Eric 11hich I could not bear and one of 
the men raise<} a. gun arid _struck, Eric, k_nockin~ him down, He got up and was 
knocked down again, I had been sitting in the oar through all oi' this. I 
felt the blood on 1ny face and on my arm, The man who had beaten me the11 came back 
to the car and sat do,m ,in the b.eck seat, .He pic]{ed up a flashlight and bit me 
across the mouth with it, I then rolled into a ball again and he put the gun 
to my tel!lPle and cocked it, l!e said, 1If you move, I 111 bloe1 your brains out, 111 

They went to the Canton police station and then to the. jail, According to Mor-­
ton 1s affidaVit, the other t~,o \rorkers in the t:ru.ck were let out on the road and 
told to "run back to Jackson." They were told, .Norton says, to "quit trorking 
for COFO or COFO ,rould get them ldlled," The t:ro of them started do1m the 
high,my on foot. 

L\lring this time Morton was told that they bad no charges against him and that 
he was free to go. "I 1tas afraid they would come after me if l tried to go," 
Morton repoz:ted, "so I retused," His affidavit reported that tt,ro of the men 
suggested that Morton should be driven to Philadelphia (Niss,) and made ref­
erence to the then-rrd.ssing three OOFO workers, "They continued to make comments 
until Me arrived at the lfadison County jail in Canton," (norton and $mith 
were taken to Canton in SJparate cars.) 

Morton's statement continues: "lit the jail they locked 1'18 up until tbe next 
morning, The next mornine, after four requeets, I wa.s allo1-1ed to make a phone 
c·al.l by the jailer's wife, I had also asked t,o make a _phone caJ.l the_ nil1'.ht be-
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fore when I was first taken to the jail.,. I called COFO in Jackson and spoke 
to Bob Moses .. ,I was taken to the home ·of a judge in J<lad:l.son, Court was held 
in his garage and two lawyers .. from COFO welle there, •• I heard the man 11ho had 

r-- beaten me referred to as Sheriff Holly .. , I was then charged with interfering 
with steve•s arrest and with resisting arr.est, Bail was set at '!n.50,,," 

8!rd.th reported that he was placed in a cell with three rJbite men, and rms 
questioned the following manti.ng in the jail.er•s office by the three men 
who had stopped him the night before. They threatened to shoot him if he 
ever returned to Madison County, he stated. Turing questioning a C(!llege 
newspaper in Iowa City called and he was tllowed to speak over the phone. 
Hc,,wever, "Before I got on the phone they asked me if I was r,Jil,~ing to ac-
cept it as my one phone call ,rithoilt telling mc;i rahere it ~ras .from. I thought 
tl'Je cai'i::•~cum111g fx 0111 tlie COFO office in ·Jackson and Said yes.'. I was not 
allowed to make a phone call of my 01-m e:i tber before or after that .••• In the 
evening I Wi'S released on bond and given bacl< my walJ,et. When my wallet 
was returned, the ticket I had bean given the night before was m:issi11g and 
so W'llS my dM.var 1s licamie. 11 

In the same city of canton the events sworn to in the following affidavit 
excerpts took place when a local Negro called ~pon city police to investigate 
a bombing at the COFO Freedom House. • 

Nr, George Washington, Sr,, a well-known Negro store proprietor and adamant 
supporter of the movement, 1.fuo is i1;1 bis late fifties, rented a house to COFO 
for use as a FreedO!tl Hous'e. F.arly in the morning of June O, 196h, about 1:30 
a.m., a qemb was thrown at the Freedom House. ts little damage resulted, the 
Police were not immediately notified, although the Fm: 1ras called. After 

,-, !Irising in the .morning, Mr. W!\Shington•s 1.Jife called the police, Mr. Washingtop 
described his treatment: 

• l 

"tfuen the police 9ame, they used abusive language in tal.ldng to me, Mr, Cooks 
and Hr. John Chance told me to get in the car, they 1-1ere going to send me to 
the penitentiery for failing to report the boinbing :incident the preceding 
night. I asked if they could take me in without a mirrant, They said they 
didn't need one, and they sh9ved me into the car •• , 

1Wben l?e got '!;o the j;dlhouse, Mr. Cooks was opening the door. Wliile he was 
doing so, as I began to go in the door, Mr, Cpance struck me over ttte eye (the 
b],ow struck .me mrer the eye becail$e I attempted to duck the blmr when I aaw 
it com:ing) -otherwise he wtiuld have hit me r:if,ht in the eye ... They began to 
qilest:ioii me', ii' 1 ·nai:l aiiy fdea about t•lho thrown the bomb at the FreedOl1) House. 
I told them I didn't know who t)lrow the bomb, Then Mr, Chance said I was 
lying again and came up and hit me on top Of the h.ead,.,Then he said, 'he'd 
just hates me and despises me and hit makes !):i.m sick j\lst to look at me ... 
I feel like taking my pistol and beating your face nat so your wi.f'e NOn1t 
even recognize you.' He said he thqught tqat I was all right, but now that 
I wouldn't cooperate and put those out of the house so they have to get out 
of the town, he didn't think so any more, 

"About 8:00 Chief Dan Thompson came in and asked. me what had they held me for 
and Mayor '3tanley .Matthe1·r ano City Atty, Bob Goza also came in and they talked 
very nicely to me than Chance oidn 1t uae nny more abusive language and asked 
me many ques.ttons about selective buying campaigns and the boycott. He told 
me I'd lose rrry repu:tation N'i.th my white friends in town, The qu~t:1-on went 
on unti.l about 11:00 when they let me go. 
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11My h"J!ht eye di~n I t. swell UP right away [butJ the next ,eyy:, .. Ttresd~, i ~. ~gan 
to hurt and. swell up v~ry badly,. ,J:_lve bad to see the SJX!cialis!1 a):l_put -thl.-!)e 
times a ~k, and be said I have to have an operation on m1, right ,e~, .. 11 

, r. ,., ? '':i" '• 

. 
AFFIDAVIT VII. HAAR.A'lSMENT UNPROVOKED BY POLITICPL .AC'l!:IIITY (cJacks,<;>1').) .• 

.. ' 
... \..t'\n..,.t;q~, 

Of the 111ai,y affidavits available on general- treatment of Negrees. in Mia.s.i11~PP.i,,;" 
the following is one exampie· of both uµprovokE!d p91ice. liosti,l.ity and ~,hat ~ 
be cal1.ed the "semantics of race, 11 It is t.ror.th•.noting ,that the event descril:idd 
took place. in the largest and. i,iost • coswopqli tan city in ·the state·, -

WILLIE FUNCHES, being dllly sworn, dE!poses and say13: 

On Jiµ.y 5, 196L., 1tt about midnight, I was walking from Farish street to the OOFO 
office on Lynch '3treet with Harry Lowe and Jimmy Lee Wilcqx. At ;the· corne;r:-of 
PO'i.ndexter and ·l,)rnch ,,re trere passing a police car which 1.-as, W,rked there, This 
police car had a cross- on the side and a red light on the top, ... an "accident c'ar. 11 

As we passed by, one of the two policemen in. the car said, "Hey, nigger, were 
you thtotrl.ng stones?" I said, "No sir," Jimmy Lee Wilcox s.aid, 11No, we weren't." 
The policeman said, 11Can1t you say 1yes sir' to me, nigger? • That 1i; o:n:e of them 
smart niggers standing, in the middle there (referring to. Jlltl!llY). 1! He then said, 
11Don1t you lie to me, nigger, or I'll make your face blacker -than his (refet:rlng 
to Jimmy)," 

They called in and told headquarters that they had the black s.o.b,s who had 
thrown the bricks--they had tbe little nigger in the red ~hirt, My shirt was red, 
Two other police c.ars came up, The policeman in the first car said that he 
would tak.e off his belt, and beat my rwnp if i' was identified, Another car crune 
up and. one of the two policemen in that car said, "Yeah, I want that little 
nigger with the r.ed shirt especially," The policeman who had said this snat-
ched me out of the car and put me in the other car, Then he hit me in the 
stomach four times, Then he asked me where I' lived. Be asked me if I had been 
tbrotdng rocks and t.ih,:m I said no he called me a 11goddamoed liar. 11 Then he told 
me to get "your ,goddamned ess on the gr.ound out there Nith the' rest of the 
niggers," The other cop had. brought Jimm;Y' back and we were all sitting on .the 
ground next to the car. The policeman who had been talking to Jimmy then said, 
11I ought to kick all three of your teeth in •'' He said, "Get up) nigger, and if 
I catch aey of you three ih any of the de.monstrations I 111 shoot all of you 
niggers and smoke my cigar on top of you and think nothing about it, 11 Then 
he said, "You niggers go home and let 1s run," We ran and I met my boss 1mo told 
me to come to the GOFO office and tell yoo. about it. 

(signed) Willie Func)'les 

* * * * * * * * 
Compiled by: 

COOl!llunications Section 
MISSISSIPP'.t PROJECT 
LO17 Lynch Stveet 

Jackson, Hiss, 
601 352-960.5 
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AFFIDAVIT Vlil. PHILADELPllIA - t.~OBA COUNTY 

~ Jun:l.or Re:oeevel t Cole, 58, lay leader of Mt. Zion ·Methodist Church in rural Neshoba 
County, Mississippi, told, in a statement signed in the presence of two witnesses, 
of his beating near the church on June 16, 196u. Later that night the olruroh, 
site of a mass meeting on May 31 at which Michael Sohwerner and James Chaney had 
spoken, was burned to the ground. Cole said a leaders and stewards meeting at the 
church .had broken up about 10 p.m. that night and they got into ·their oars and 
pi.ckup trucks to drive home. His s-tatement eaidt•·•,•\·• 

1We sat1 two cars and a truck driving l!lp;7and the people in them wasntt our color, 
but,~ didn't bother about it. Me ·and my wife got in our car and drove off. 
About .56 yards from the churchyard .ie were forced to stop. The lights in thoge cars 
was out. A man said to me, !What are you doing? Wliat you got those guards out 
there for?• I said -we didn't have any guards. He said, 'You're a liar. 1 They 
jerked me out of the car and let me have it with a heavy instrument·, on the jaw, 
the head, the neck, the back, and when I was lying there, they kicked me. Then 
I was unconscious. 

•None of them ll)lere I was bad any masks on, but Mrs. Georgl.a Rush and lier son, 
John T., who were stopped down the •road, sai'd there ilere men w1 th· hoods on where 
she was. As far 89 I )mow there was only three of us beaten: myseli', Mrs. Rusb 
and her son. The men had many, many guns. 

·•'I was treated at Dr. Charles Moore's clinic in Philadelphia. I don't think my· 
jaw is broken, but it's out of line ~ bit. 

,,.---"About 12: 30 or 1 a.m. that night I sa•1 a big light in t~e sky over uhere • the 
church was, but I d:l.dntt think anything of it. Later, in the morning, I saw it 
wtlS the c.hui-ch burned. The Fms caite by the i'ollo1d.ng Friday." 

His w.!.fe, Bea~ioe, sldd in her statement: 

"There was at least 20 of them there. One of them pµlled my husband out of the 
car and beat him, I couldn't see what with, but it looked like an iron object. 
Then they kicked him while he was lying on the ground. Then they said to him, 1 

'Better say s~tb::l.ng or we'll kill you.' I said, 'he can 1t say nothing; 
he 1s unconsoious. 1 

"Then I began t.o pray, a little prayer. They told me to shut my mouth. But I 
said, 1let me pray. 1 I stretched out my hand.a and said, 'Father I stretch out 
my hand to thee; no other help I know; if thou Id thdrew thyseli' from me; Ob 
Lord, whither sh!Ql I go?t 

"Thats-truck the hearts of those men. The Lord was there, because then the mans 
said, 1Let her alone, 1 and he looked kind of sick about it. 

''I think my hl1Sband1s jaw is broken, because bis teeth don1t sit right in his 
mouth. But he doesn 1t think it is~ and I can't get him to go down to the clinic 
again." 

+ + + + + 
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Mrs. Dona lli.chards Moses told in an affidavit of harassment by three highwy 
patrollllen while returning from an attempted private investigation of the disappear­
ance of the three civil rights 1rorkers in Neshoba County. She said she was riding 
in a car driven by Hatteo Suarez, in the company of Preston Ponder, Gwen Gillon and 
David Welsh when they •10re stopped. 

"The patrollllan asked us why we had been in Neshoba. Mr. SUarez answered that ,ie 

had wanted to investigate the situation of the missing men. The policeman then 
ans,rered, 'There is nothing t·o investigate.• He began asking us questions about 
our ,rork, l!e looked t·hrough all of our belongings and the literature w had in 
the car, pulling them out in the rain te read them. He read a personal letter 
that Glien Gillon had, which mentioned a SNCC worker in Batesville. He made mention 
of tbe SMCC worker and asked who lie =• 
•~fuen l amnrered, 1uh huh• to the question, •.Are you :from Ne,.r York:?' this policeman 
said, 1You1d better aay, !,es s1.r1 te me, little nigger•'••• 

11We ,.ere allowed to leave. It was then that we realiz·ed. that during the whole 
interrogation there had never been mention of our Violating the law in any war. 
We were- s'Ul'prised to find this attitude in the police. since we had been led to 
understand by the Justice Department that there was federal ·presence in the area 
and local police \JSre· cooperu.ting in the search for the missing men. other1.i:i.se 
such treatment is the rule in M:!.ss:l,ssippi by the police, particularly of civ:i.l 
rights workers, and we are always afraid ,men we are stopped by the poli"ce. 11 

+ + + + + 

Da.niel Pearlman, a law student, and David Welsh, a free-lance reporter, told in. 
affidavits of their beating by civilians in the middle gif a summer afternoon in 
do,mtown PMladelphia, Miss. , on July 17, 1964. The pair were investigating 
the disappearance of the 3 civil rights ,rorker.s and preparing a newspaper article. 

Pearlman stated they had just left the oi'fic.e of a local attorney when they were 
stopr,ed near the street corner by a man who asked what business they ~ad in_town. 

''When Dave identified himself as a reporter, two men cmne out of the shadows and 
stood alol)g side GJf me. Another man approached :from the opposite·e11d,,of.''the -
street ••• The man who first stopped us threw a hard punch tC! Dave's eye. I was 
hit over the bead by the man standing next to me. I ran and tnr.ned to face him. He 
was chasing me w.!.th n link ch;dn. hanging from his raised right hand. The doctor 
~aid that my •,round cannot have been inflicted from a fist alone. I therefore 
aosll!lle that I was hit 1ir:!.th the link chain I saw hanging from his hand ••• 

''I was then chased by two men and ran to the sheriff• s office ••• The sheriff se1.lt. 
Deputy Cecil Price to the scene. ·Price leisurely strolled to the corner. When we 
got there he.said +.hat he didn't see my friend. I pointed to a erowd on the street· 
corner and said., 11'hey know.' ••• He strolled toward the crowd." 

Welsh said in !,is affidavit: "The Iirst man struck ·me in the jaw hard with his·.fist. 
The other man then hit me several times, and additional men appeared to be closing 
in a.t the scene. I eouJ.d not see Pearlman. I ran toward the. courthouse, where two 
more men intercepted and struck rne. So Iturned around again and ran back to retrieve 
my sunglasses.' As I did so, I was Jdcked in the ribs - -one rib 1JSS cracked, 
according to X-rays taken in Jackson at the office of Dr. Kcilwain - and absorbed 
a fe1f more blows in the face. One of them gave me a symbolic kick in the pants. and 
advised m11 to leave town. I ran to roy car and drove back to the site·· of the initial 
attack. A crowd was gathering; in the center were Price and Pearlman, his head and 
shirt ,,ery bloody. The mood of the crow...,,._,, Jess tbsn fi•:len<.IJ.y. After e'.\CP!a:l.ning 
what happened to Price, we left town. 11 

# 

~ 




