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I ,  Z.;r c . Bennie Lou Ha er < Vj-..

4 * ! /VvtfAAv a-v* x V -O3 * — Ixy

I am 46 years of a e ,  and r e s ide  in Rulevi l le ,  . ' inf l  ’■■er County,
i '_■ T a i l i ng  address i s  626 East; ’ a f ey  t te f t .  , and T mar’i  to
Ln. Berry Beumer.

On the 9th of June , ' ! - ,  Hr s ’ ny V e Ponde r ,  -rc e : •-- er
vfiY'r return? n from a vo t e r  r e - ’  t bn  wnrl'p J-or v *c l b" ’ ■

w -*■

..oi.ith Carol i n s ,  7e were on s a Cont inenta l  Tr- ilway onn- «v, • '
at i / innna ,  LontTomery Coun ty ,  a- the o 's s t a t i on ,  . "nV prmd "
end vhe ;  s of our pa r ty ,  ixcV’d&n , Vmes from J-tr _ in
Posemcry Freeman,  fronk ne r Greenwood, Pune Tobns n q 1~ /

, , . _ _ fiuswawrrt . t.o La i r l ,  "rrrv yot off the ous to *?o rn e r e s t  rooV _lTT’ , . r .- -
Simpson *»nd J?uth Day , a l so  of * ;r r - . r t y  , ot - ff the hue to ■ c

t 1' ’ rest  room. I remained .n -V bur.
Th* four that ot off the bun to the th* r e s t ' 7 'T r nt - i0

'O e to  the ’’white s ide"  of t* e **est ■■■im- t --r<- o r ' '■> - • r'- to *
bus. I Lo t * hue and askrd tb«i“ ’’wi-t bepr ned” . '_’ -y
tt  u ti *ve were some po l icemen  • id h ' ~h-p t roV  'n in no,
en4A tralioemefi "i th b i l l ? - blubs v id  theto to <»et out of tb -■ •© r
said t r e t  t : -  bo r epo r t ’d  n<' /yn-el lp p* ’ d , i? ■
2‘et r tay number". The f o'”* o tbe m w?ro t nr in  out 5 - -- to
t:krt 4-<» number -ond ivester - t  ■•’di ir i t  H t v T -n 1 i -
ivbon a] 1 f i ’ re •** t v en were ut V th- n? t ro l -o  r ,  ~V-y L “hi :k ;■<
tl •t b-wey enrols an bar ,  he < so w'1-- t; <- no- - ivinr  eHe  p.

T f t  ' the bus when o i l  a*- orcF-, an o f f i ce r  from th* patrol
car ?Md ,, get t ha t  one too 1’. A county -deputy  , Earl Wane Pa t r i e
and one more got ixf the car md opened the door to  ,_ip car and
said "you are under a r r e s t " .  I w s froin i n to  51 e car v en th *?
Patrie "kicked me" ne i n to  the c r .  7!hile dr iving -e to tb? Ja .V,
j- ny nrrpe r ves t  1oniii and ca l l i n '  me "b i fh"  .

e ot to the j a i l ,  I saw VI  five o r’ i-: ° nv pi in the boobinp;
room. v so' n as I $ot to the b o iny room, - - n i l  nol icemnn Iked
ovrr  tc Jarnr Test nd jumped b r, "d on .Tur _ ce t .

I w? ■ 1 ' 1  into a room - : " eV-  with Lhre-' - r Si T.psonJ.Vhile I
in the ce l lS* , “ could boar ec 'Tlng and the p -z s in  _■ of l i cks ,  pretty
soon,  I f  ovoral  wh?tcmen briagini l . nne l l e  Ponder pas t  ny ael l~shc i,r '"
ho ld ing  unto j ' i l  wal ls -her  c lobbe r s  a l l  to rn-hcr  mouth s l l  swe l l ed
ur and her ■fos wem all  bloody-  one eye lookin '"  l i t e  i t s e l f*

After  e V 4 1 ■? "bey came for :■> .Job-* I .  3a s s in -e r ,  l i / b -wny  p : - 1

~"n(h i s  n n me « metal  p l a t e  or. bls yoe 1* ) ,  The noV who had J mped
on .Vmen yes- f ee t ,  °nd another  polic*™" '• ■ V V crew-c- h - ' i r eu t .
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-hey can* in to  my ce l l  and mt why 1 " demonstrn ninp-
” :c snid thflt they were not M.ng ho meh m_ry ;g‘: nr lr  ‘ - s i -
s i pp i .  x hey --rhed me if  1 bad seen Moft in  Lut r King “r. I saitf
I could not be demonstrating* I h id ju. r got off t ? e bus -er/ denied
that I have seen Mrrtin l a t ’ e r  King* T- ey s?i  "shut  up" and pl- ■ 3

cut me o f f .  -hey r.kinkx then asked me Where I w?s from* I mid
Eulevi l le .  They then l e f t -  s yin tha t  they mere ;oinp to cher -  Lt
out .

mhey then r e tu rn ’d*  John 3en s inger  s a id :  l,v,ou damn. r i  ht you
a.T e from Rulev i l l e .  Wooing to make you wish that you were >••
b i t ch" .  They led me to a r ano the r  ce l l .  Before I had nsnn 3en cut
of the ce l l -  I saw a Negro- who I reckoned was a trustee- who stayed
around the j a i l -  bring a mop and bucket to take some where,
i-hon I vras brought to another ce l l  - I  saw two Negro’s  who were in
the i r  20’r nr a l i t t l e  younger. John dassinyer-h’3 sa<d- ,Tr-'ke t . i s 11

ta lking ho t e youngest  Negro. John Basel nger hm in >1- hr nd r

long , 2 feet  b lack jack- made out of lea ther -wider  at one enn 1 r»d
one end being f i l l ed  with something heavy. young fe zro !?■ i d :
"You mean fc r me to bent her with ti i s?"  J >hn B? -inyc-r id rrYcu
darn r i  ;ht n - " I f  you don ' t ,  You know whet 1 w i l l  on for you1' .

The young Negro old me 70 yet on th? bunk and he beg n t A be?-
me, I t r i ed  to put my hrnds to my side here Z ?.d pol io  hen Z -■ ■

ch i ld -  so tha t  I would not be beat so much, on t 1 t sid*3 . Th*3

Negro heat  me until’/ he got t i r ed .  Then the second Negro was made to
g took the first  part of i t ,  0 t co Idn’ t  ks st '  nd th:- - cc-d

"■■•■ting. I began to move- nn.d the f i r s t  lie -pro woe rr.ade tij sit  on my
to keep me from k i ck ing ,  I remember - -*t I “Tied to 3mnc~’ ? -.<■

•■"re ,?s lkw z,s ror'-ing up from ?11 of the * !" in - .  One of f-e - i ■•■ ffic--*’-
pushed my r r - s c  up* T w* ’ screomin-’ *nd 30 ; 7 on- n . - L--s

young o f f i ce r  with the crew-cut  he tan to beat  si 0 it ■; he=d -nd *-nld
me to “top my screaming .  I then began to bury -y head f-  t? ■■ - t t  eas
and hugged i t  to k i l l  out t- e sound 02s / scieasts* Tt r/as imr‘ 0, ib le
to rtop the Tcreaming. I msn hn - paar d out- I remember t ry in  . bo
r n t.7P my head and heard one of t ie  of ' l ee r s ,  h B-ss in . ; e r  M ■ •? snid
th?,tfc enough.  said get up nc walk. T co Id bare ly  walk, . 1

body was r ee l  he rd- fee l ing  l ike y -;nn f-- v re navy ulue - and
cou ldn ’ t  b°nd the f ingers* I was taken neck ~o he e l l .

”h t l  z back in the ce l l ,  I co 'id tn k "0 June Johnson,  Annelle
Ponde r ,  andBosemary Tree man who v ere in t i e i r  c e j l s .  I learnec. ~har
Tune Johnson /had a hole in her head from her Dea l ing .  I learned
that  th .  trustee had ftsed the bucket .id mojp to moj> the b lood.

. Yin “z. ~i(i umPr’ nn-— •

&
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Th*n they got us up one bight to t ‘4r  cur p i c tT - s  - nd John
l i a s s in  r ,  hx who had taken the pic pF, forced me to s ign a
statement which they a l ready '-ade me ‘wr i te ,  t’ t I hod beer t r anced
ell  r i “h t ,  That night was ~he fo 1 lowing Tic '■.day night .  - tr<ed -?
wr te t u e s to t  ment in such * way rsh'i 4* anybody :n ;ld kn.y 1 - -fit I red
b’?en forced to iTrt i te th s t a t emonr .

’re fol 1 owing Tuesday xx tat, we hrd our t r i a l .  2bere ■ is no jury.
'.> n0 In -ye r .  V.re wetfccharyed and four/. gu i l ty  of T”: ovn r 1 •
Conduct and In s i s t i ng  Ar re s t .

."hen we were put in the jai 1 , nnd hen T put in the j a i l ,  1
J_old hhem th*t  no th ing  is  right round be e. ‘3 r r e s ’ i  ■ o f f i ce r
had l i  jd and nid that I was res is t ing  a r r e s t .  " t“P’ t'----: th "
I was not leaving my c 1 - and th at  if  they vantec me, ~ ay Tuc to
k i l l  n? in _ h ce l l  '--ad dr*g£ me out.  T r a ' 1 r '••■ k i l l ' d  i ' .  idp -p
ce l l  ins teed  of outside th n ce l l .

?rj that Tuesday,  I heard sor viM "e men t a lk  to Pbe chi?f  ?d
jn rny  - r a t  tb? we e F .B . I .  r«n< had to repor t  wbat they s y. I

• able to see rkx Lawrence r-uyot, a ft rid secre tary  o.f ?ycc r> '
I had known before  in vot r r eg i s t r a t i on  work, n' e” bin in -bp
book'* room end sew tha t  be h d be n oe ven.■*

On the fol lowing ■'• dnesdny,  gnmes l e l ,  ’.ndre 1" Your-g, - no
Dorothy got ten  of GCIC(Southem Chr is t ian  L?a'-l o rs l in "onf r nce
c- me to see is and to get ue( the  people ho had bee t- bu?? nd
were tros d )ou t .  3 t before  T lo f t  thp j n i l - I  was <)le tn pp
tha t  Lawrence C-uyot's head hn bp-n bparan 0 t of sb - -p r . .

In 31st of August ,  l ?6? j  I ha bren f ; red fror my pl r' n t ? t i on
job, Decllarlow’s Plantation,  -u l ev i l l e ,  because  I a i:l: jr t'-d to r eg i s t e r
to vo te .  I had been working for J? SNCC ?CIC be fo re  T '• r ' b en
bea t en .  ‘ t the present  t ime,  I rm a cand ida te  for Congree : n t e
coming Primary, for the second con r r e r s i  oar 1 hi ~ r l e t .

Doctor Searcy ,  Cleve land ,  Di ’ - i s e ip r  o ld that  I bod been
beaten  ’1 deeply f at my nerve endings  ? e permanent d m ged- and Z am
sore
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