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I am 46 years of age, and reside in Rulevilie, _-unflower County.
Wy mailing address is 626 East Tafeystte St., anéd I:ﬁgrri- o
Ir., Perry Homper,

On the 9th of June%gé? Ers.'ﬁ?lTe Ponder, and eiort ather woren
were returning from a voter reristration workshop whick had bean ir
Zouth Carolina,Ve were on s a Conontinental Trzilway bus- nian ein red
at ilinona, lontgomery Crunty, at the bus station, Annelle Pender,
and others of our party, imecludéng, Tames West, from Ltz Zons
Rogsemary Freeman, from ne-r (Greenwood, June Tnbnesn, a 18 re o »
old «irl, wimx oot off the bus to gn tn Lhe {Eﬁﬂ?ugggri Dwro
Bimpson =nd Ruth Day , also of sur perty , =oft off Ghe dus Ho uve
the reaty room, I remsined on she bus,

The four that got orf the busg te ma: the the restesirent - 20 had
~one tn the "white side"™ of the Testauprnst wepre gomin- napls o LFe
bug, I mot off the bus and asked them "whaf kanvened”, LIhay £2
th + thkerve were some policemen rnd hish-wsotrolmsn in “Ferd. IAnc-lls
id policemen with billy-clubs +-~18 them to oct ouk ol theore,

id thet thic can be reported snd fnnelle s8id,"Yegll am ains &
t the tag nuwber"., The feur o them were standines sut=ide fo =o%
tre tax ngmber -and Lvester Simpeon ras ptanding with ther tSalldnes
when 211 five ~® ther were »ut in the natrol-cax, "hick I thisk was
the hizh-wry potrolman ber, he elso waes the gne ~ivinz orde:s.

I =06 o7F the bus when 2ll at ones, mn officer from the pa‘roi
car - faid"get that one too". A county-deputy, Earl Vane Patric
and one more gotiﬁ? the car =nd opened the door te his car ang
gaid "you are under arrest". I was golng into the car when this
‘Patric "kicked me" me into the cswm., Uhile driving me to the jail,
tvay were ouestioning and calline me "bitch".

Te mot %o the Jail, Y saw 2ll five of bGhe =hove LIn the booking
room. 18 socn as I got to the bonking room, = %all nolicemsan walked
over to James Test and Jjumped hnrd on Jameos esf Peet.

I was 1led into 2 vroom - 2 ~21l- with E?E?:rr Simpson.libile T wae
in the cell¥s , T could hear scresming and the possing of licks. Prefty
soon, If#gvvral whitemen bringing Annelle Ponder past ny cell-she was
holding anto the j=2il walls~her clothers all torn-her mouth zl1 swelled

-

un and her ayse were all bloody- nne eye lookinr like itself,

After a while they camée for re.Jobhn' I, Bassinrer, a high-way patrol
man(his name sn a metal plate on hig pockst), The policernan who had jumped
on Jemes Vest feet, and another policeman.with = eorew-sv* haircuk,




“hey camé-inta'my cell and =zslked me why I wee demonstrating-

and snid thet they were not =ning to bave cuch carryings on in “issi-
gsinpi. *hey ssked me if I had seen Meftin Tuther ¥King Jr. I said
I could not be demonstrating- I had Jjust wot off the bus-and denisd
that I have seen Martin Tuther King, Trey s=id "shut up" and 2lwa s
cut me off., ZThey #kwkx then asked me Uhere T was from., I £0id
Mileville, They then left- s=yin: that they were noing to checl it
oub.

They then returnecd. John Beseinger said: "You damn right you
are from Ruleville, wqhoing to make Jou wish that you were Dead
biteh"., They led me to a » another cell. EBefore I had nzen lea out
of She cell- I saw a Negro- who I reckoned was a trustee- who stayed
around the jail; bring a2 mop and bucket to tazke some where,
ithen I was brought to another cell-I saw two liegro's who were in
their 20's or a little younger., John Bassinger~he said-"talke this"
talking to the youngest ﬁegro. John Bassinger hsd in his hand =
lons , 2 feet black jack- made out of leather-wider at one end, and
one end beinm filled with something heavy., he youns Newro said:
"You mean fo r me to beat her with tlis?"ﬁ John Besecinger szid"You
dapn richt"="If you don't, You know what T will do for you".

The young Negro told me to zet on the bunk and he began to best
me, I tried to put my hands to my side vhere I lad polio when I w =
a ehild- so that T would not be beat so much on thet gide, The first

beat me, I took the first part of it, but couldn't kx stand the second
beaating, T bezan to mowve- and the first Hezro wes made to =it on ry

fett to keen» me from kicking, I remember tret I tried o smooth ayv
ﬁressrgwg'working up, from all of the veatinz, OQOne of tre whilse »fficers
moomyEy pushed my dress up, I was sereamine =2nd gol = pn- ans ,the
youn~ officer with the crew-cut betan Lo best me about tho head =nd told
me to stop my screaming, I then began to bury my head in the mottress
and hugged it to kill out the sound of ny screams. ‘Tt was impassible

to stop the screaming. I must have pasced out- I remembror trying Go
reize my head snd heard one of the of’icers, "Sassinger" who said

thats enough., #e said zet up anc walk, I could barely welk, e :
body wes resl hard-feeling like mebsl. [y hande were navy blué - and
couldn't bend the fingers. I was taken beck To che cell,

"hile T waz back in the cell, I counid taik to June Johnson, innells
Ponder, andRosemary Freeman who were in tneir cells. I learned that
June Johnson #had a hole in her head from her Deating. I lesrned bemb
that th: trustee had fsed the bucket =ud mop to mop the blood.

e s



Then they mgot us up one hight to teke our pictures and John
Bagsinrer, kx who had taken the pictiures, forced me %o sign a
statement which they already rade me write, thet I had been trested
all right, That night wes the following Moadey nicht, I tried ¢
write the statoment im such 2 way Ghat snybody would know that I kad
been forced to wiite the statement,

‘he following Tuesday migik, we hed our trial, There wss no Jjury.
e had no lawyer., We weecharged and wers found guilty of Nisorcerly
Conduct and Zesisting Arrest.

"hen we were pub in the jall, and when T was put in the Jjail, I
told them that nothing is right around here, The arregti v of Ticer
had lied and sald thet I was resisting arrest. 7T told them that
I was not leaving my cell -~ andthat if they wanted me, they had to
ki1l me in the cell end dragg me out, I rather be killsd inside ny
eell instesd of outside the cell.

0f that Tuesday, I heard some whibe men talk to the chief and
jailer that thep were F,B.I. an” had to report what they say, I

2 able to see Tkw Lawrence Guyot, a field seeretary of SICC vho
I had known bhefore in voter registration work, snd =aw him in rhe
bookine room =nd saw that he h d@ been beaten,

On the followins Wednesdsy, Jemes Bevel, indrew Younz, sad
Dorothy Cotton of SCIC(Southern Christian Ieadership Oonfarence)
enme to see us snd to get us(the people vho had been on the bus «nd
were sprested)out., Bot before I left the jril-I was ahle tn se=
that Lawrence Cuyot's head har been beaten ouft of shspe, .

In 31st of Aurust, 1962, I ha: been fired from my Plantation
job, De¢eMarlow's Plantation, Ruleville, becanse I abliempted %o remister
to vote, 1 had been workine for ¢ SNCC snd 2CILC before T »ad been
beaten, At the present time, I am a candidafe for Concress ‘n the
coming Primary, for the second Congressionsl Distriet,

Doctior Searcy, Cleveland, Mississippi, saild that T had been
beaten = deeply t at my nerve endings sre permanenty demaged- asnd I am

sore, J////
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