STATE OF MISSISSIFPI Council of Federzted QOrc.
GOUNTY OF LEFLORE Affidavit of John Mathewa

lar, John Mathewa, age 34, 725 Avye, E, Greenwood, Miss,, OL 3-4638,
being duly sworn, deposes amd says, to-wit:

On Tuesday, March 3lst, at about 12:30 p.m., I went up to the Leflore
County Courthouse, went into the courthouse building, I am a citizen
shlp teacher for the Southern Christian Leaderahip Conference, working
in (Greenwood, As part of my job I was checking on whether or not peo-
ple were being allowed to register or not., Evidently all people were
oull fo luneh. Upon leaving the courthouse bullding, two policemen came
soroas the street, yanked or pulled an NAACP button from my jacket,
twlated my arm behind me, carried me across the street, and threw me
inta a8 patrol car. At this time a policeman got my wallet out of my
back pocket, took an ink pen from my hand, broke i1t in half and threw
Lt to the ground. They then took me to the eity jail and locked me up.
One polloeman was heavy, about 185 1b,, light hair, bdlue uniform, white
ghirt, pollce eap, n Oreenwood city police uniform. The other weighed
about 160 1b., dark hair, same dress, no blue coat like the other wore.
At the courthouse they said that T was disturbing the peace and also
was gullty of disorderly conduct, They felt that I was drunk. I bhad
had only one beer (which I admitted to the judge the following day at

L p.m.). In the jail that first night, it was impossible to sleep;
syery half hour or so three or four policemen would come and open the
door and holler "You marching niggers wake up. You was marching today,
vhy not get up and march now? Wake up, you are not supposed to be
aleeping.”" One policeman would stiek his head in the door and say sar-
vastically, "I want my Freedom Now." Around 1 p.m. the next day they
took me intoc a room for the trial. The judge said that I was charged
1ith drunk and disorderly conduct. I pleaded not gullty. We had asked
to be allowed to make s phone call that previous night and morning, and
we lhad not been allowed, I was given no opportunity to get a lawyer,
The judme did not tell us that we had a right to have & lawyer, The
arresting officer could not be found in my trial, so the judge said
eae™ contlnued until today, Thursdey. They took me back to my cell,
incther cop came into the cell, took me out intc the 1dentification
roon located in a shack in back of the jail, They fingerprinted and
Leak my pileture, While this was oceurring, they ealled from the cours-
roor and I came back. My mother and arresting officer had arrived. |
vy gworn for the first time; the judge asked again, "guilty or noft
rullly™, I 8aid not gullty. He asked at least five policemen what coun-
dition T was in at the arrest. They sald that I was "acting strange',
A eapt three of the polleemen were not et the arrest scene, howeveyr,
g 415 fipe, Back at the desk to claim my Belongings, they gave me n -
dan: ‘eys and clgarettes, but not my wallet, which I asked for severa!l
timeg, They hed taken the stuff off me themselves, and I did not put
suvthers into an envelope nor signed any envelope., They maintalned
tho. they d1d not have my wallet, I% had my drivers' license and spcin.
meourity oasrd, voter reglstration card from when T lived there in Illi-
neis. o meney. They constantly connagted me with the marches (ploket-
‘s 2% tha courthomse for voter ragistratiun} although I was not, Aftur
T wul! fthe fine a policeman (the 160-1b one who arrested me) said,"you
v aubt now, Put I will bring you right back when I cateh you in & mree

originol sizned by Jobhn Mathows

* o vt Fy that » notary publie is not avallable and that tho above -
Leve Lo the beat of my ability, thas 2nd day of April, 1964,
original signed by John Mathews
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