
8TATE OF MlSSlSSIPPI 
COUNTY OF LEFLORE 

Counci-l of Feder<~ ted Org . 
AffidaVit of John f&ithews 

111!' . John Mathews , age- 34 , 725 Ave . E, oreenwooa, Miss., or. .3 -~ 698, 
being duly sworn , deposes ana says, to~wit! 

On Tuesday, ~reb 31~t, at about 12:30 p.m . , I went ~ to the Leflore 
Cotm~y Courthouse, went into the courthouse bu.tld1ng. I am a citizen" 
S llip t ea cher 1'or the Sout.he~·n ·Chri stian Leadership Confe-rence, work.ing 
ln G!:'eenwood. As part of my Job I was cheo)(ing on whether or not peo
pl e were being all owed to register or not. Evidentl y all people were 
out to lunch. upon leaving the courthouse bUilding, two policemen came 
a oroea the street , yanxed or pulled an NAACP button from my Jacket, 
t wla t ed my arm behind rne , carried me across tk'le street , and threw me 
lnto a patnol oar . At this t t.me a policenlan got my wallet out ot 11\Y 
back p ~~ o ket, toolc an lnl< pen from my band) broke i t i n half and tbrew 
lt to the gro\md. They then took me to the c i ty Jail a nd lockeo .me u p . 
One policeman was heavy, about 185 lb., light hair, blue uniform, white 
shirt, pol ice ca p , o Greenwood city police uniform. The other we1ghed 
about 160 lb., dark hair, ~;~arne dress, no blue coat like the other wore . 
At the courthouse t hey said that I was disturbing the peace and als o 
I·Til"S gUilt}' cf disorderly conduct . They felt that I waoS 4runl< . I had 
had only one beer (which I admitted to the Judge nhe £0llowtng day at 
~ p.m. ). In the ~ail that first night, it was impossible to sleepj 
~very ha lf hour or so three or four policemen wo·uld come and open th" 
door a n~ holler "You marching niggers wake up, Y0\1 wall ma t>ohing to.d11~ 1 
~rhy not get up anCl march now? wal<e up, }'OU are not supposed to be 
l.!leep1ng . " One policeman woula st1-ok his head in the door and say sar
uastioslly, "I want my Freedom Now." Around 1 p.m. foe next day they 
tool< me i nto a room for the tria~ . The Judge said that 1 was charged 
11!th cll'unk a;nd disorderly conduct . :r pleaded not guilty. We had asked 
to be a llowed to make a phone oall that previous night and morning , and 
we uatl not been a llowed. I was g.l.ven no opportunity t .o get a lawyer . 
'!'he judge did oot tell us that we had a right to have a lawyer. The 
:lrrest1ng otflcer could' not Qe found in .my trial, so the J\\dge said 
o~:o continued until today, 1hursday. They took me Qaok to my cell • 
.O. nc t:her cop came into the cell, took me out into tbe 1denti!'1oat1on 
Jocom loca ted in a shack i n back of the Jail. They fingerpr\nte'd and 
tr~l< Illy picture . While this was occurr'1.ng 1 they oalleO: from the c ourv
roor: a nc;t I came back. My mother and arresting officer bad arrived. 1 
l"t"' eworn f'ot• the first t1nte; the judge as)<:ed again , "gUilty or not 
~Uty,.. 1 ea1<:l not guilty. Ke a sked at least five policemen what OOIJ· 
·l t.Hm r was J.n at the arrest. The;t said that I was "acting strange 11

• 

i\11 en>J.t three of the policemen were not at the a rrest scene, howevet . 
!ll'l +15 fine. Back a t the desk t o claim m;y llelongings , bhey gave rna t11" 
d.3o. .eye 'lnd cigarettes , but not my wallet, whi ch I asked for severe' 
t.imos . They had• trakefl tr1e stuff orr me themselves , a n<l I d1d not put: 
uu,~lu~~ i nt o on envelope nor signed any eovelope, They matnta~ned 
;)•:'1 thuy d1d not have my wallet . It had my d·ri,vers' license and 3-00la. 
r.:ou,.. ty a8t'd, voter reg.1stra t 1.on card f rotn when I 1.1ved t'here 1n Ilh 
tll:ll - llo mmney. They constant ly conoeotea me w1tb the marcbea (piol<(.~t
-~,; a t th~ oourthoase for voter registration) lllthov.gh I was no1l. Jlf't:u~ 
- ~:u1 \<11e fine a policeman (the 150-l'b one wno arreetea nl& ) said , "::ou 
;y -!! '1\Jt now. BUt I wHl bring you right back when I ca tch -you in a lll! t•c: 

or 1g:l..rnll a icmed by Jobn )").Jtbono 
_ a 1'~ ' t:y t het ;t nota~ry publl e 1s not ava11a ble a nd that , tl10 ~bO\·e ir; 
L·•• l the boat of l ilY ability, thlls 2nd day or .April, 19611. 

original s1gned by J ohn M9th~wa 




