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START OF TAFE 1, SI0E A February 6, 1930
WIRGINIA DURR: .« . John L. Lewis as his FR man. 50 shs

[l.ucy Randoiph Mason] was aiso a great Triend of Mrs. RKoossvelit.

1

Then, at th

ams tims, Jos Gelders, who was at the University ofT

1

i

ATabama, a professor of scisnce oTf soms kind, he got interested

[57]

in the Tabor union movement ftoo, and he got tTo be head of

something caiisd the Southern somsthing. Anyway, TtThe two of them

mst over Iin MIss1s31ppP1 . They were having terribise strite over

there, labor strite, and ths unions. And old Rankin was raising
h211 and high water, and Jim Eastiand, and that awtuil [Th=odors]

B1lbo. %o there was a terrifTic Tot of bad Tabor goina on over in

M1331531PP1 . zo Jos Geiders and M133 Lucy wers, you know,
together. %0 Mi133 Lucy, who 13. . . .

JOHN EGERTON: How oid was she at that time?

¥0: ©Oh, M133 Lucy, 1 rsckon, was in her fTiTties.

JAEE You describs her 1n vyour book as airsady besing a white
haired Tady.

AR wei1l, she was, but I would say TiTtiss. They Tived
right down the road Trom me. Her brother-in-law was the hesad of
the bank, and her sister was the JI=ader of the, [laug
fashionabls st there was in Alexandria, virginia. she had the

[$4]
1
o

bigg partiss and biggest Tunchesons. put Mi1ss Lucy had gons

into good works =arly, you know, and Ttrisd to hsip the 1ittls

girls who worksd in the tobacco factory. But anyway, the gist of

the matter 13 that she got hoid oTf Mrs. Roossveit, and she got a

promiss out of Mrs. Koossveit that the Fresident of the tnited

Stat

[$1]
37}

, M., Rooseveift, would s=2 tThem. %o Jos and Miss Lucy went

i}



up to Hyde Fark or whatever and had tea or dinner or somsthin

with tThem. 22, The thing about Miszs Lucy was that she was a
Tady par eminence, 1T you know what I m=an.

JE:  Yes, she was a real Virginia Jady, wasn't she?

wD: She was a Jady 1T thers sver was one. 9o they talked a

Qireat deal. Zo the 1dea was conceived of havin: this--th

1
14

president already was Turious at the southern senators bscau

it
37}
[$3)

they were kicking in the teesth everything he was trying to do.

50 they got the 1dea of forming a South-wide group of psoplis. M

[$3)

T rdh sof

was all for 1t. It was right aftter he had tri

3]

d to g

i)

[@wenator wWalter] Georgse of Georgia, you know, and they had besaten
fime. 20 he was sti1711 Tuming about 1t. o anyway, 3surs snough,
they got 1t going, and all the Tabor unions wsent into 1t. Bil1
Mitch, particulariy, of the Miners was very active. ses, 1T was
in Birmingham. And then Josz Gelders, of courss, was stationed
there, and he had besen beat up there, you know. That awful
bsating. Then there was ons communist, L remember, his nams was
Fob Hall. Boy, vou should ss2 him now. He's marrised to this
rich girl up in New vVork and he has a Caddy. [Laughter]

revoiution, 13 there?
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WD kevoliution, hes didn't want to spsak about 11. H

D

1
.

calied me up, saild he wanted to 322 how I wa

JE 3 Thers were som ist , too, you mentionsd 1in your

3]
1
3]

o

3]
3]

book, a couple of womsn who wsrs communists, and they passed out

Titeratures and stuff. LI'm trying to call up their namss.

wD: Jane and Dolly zZpsaed. There were very fTew, only two onr

three communists 1in the wholis zZouth. And 1t really was a




tiremendous undertaking bscause, you s==2, 1t was thes bsginninag of

Roo: Tt's anasr. very few realize, maybes they do realize 1t,

1]
14
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R Tt was a man of great., strong angser.
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JE: He had a hot tempsr, didn't hsa?

™

w0D: MNot oniy that, he wanted to g=t back at you. If you'd
done him wrong, boy, hes wanted to g=t you back.
JE: He was vindictive.

south had

[§8
10

rn

D

P

)}

w0 Yes, he really was. And thouaht thos
just really hurt him in =svery possible way, you know, by ruining
all the things that he wanted to g=t dons. 20 Frank Graham got
to be the president of 1t [thes Southesrn Confersnce forr Human

we ] fare]. Then, of courss, it really went along for several

red baiting. It continusd really up until the war. Then after

fore that big meseting.

[§
o
@

JE: Let me back you up to ths tim
¥ou Te11 1n your book about the aroup of young southsrners, New

Deal Southerners, around washinaton while you all were Tiving in

18

Al=zxandria. They caiied themseives the Zouthern Folicy
Committes, and they would mest occasionaiiy at p=opleis houses
just to talk about probiems and whatnot.

W0 The southsern Policy Committes, 1t met on a regular
bazis. It met downtown. That was Lister HiI11 and Jonathan
Daniels. They were all strictly male, and they 317 met downtown.

They were the ones that started that pamphist about th “outh,

1Y

YyOUu Know.



JE:  The numbsr ons =conomic problem,

W0 s Now, thes othsr group was a qaroup of young southsrners
who were working on the Hi111 mostiy.

JET Like Clark fForeman?

V02 who wsre trying to gest rid of the poll tax, and who

waire politicking.,

JE:  Ted Goldschmidt. who was he?

Ww0: He was with the Committess of. . . .

JE: What state was he from?

w0 He was fTrom I1I1T1no1s. Eut he was ons of thoss big--
Swcretary of the Interior, connsctaed to them. ihatis how I mest

Lyndon Johnson. If you'd bszen reading about us in the., . . .
JE: I've heard about 1t, but I haven't besen reading that.
VD3 w=11, he's got ali this stuff about us, and psopls ws

Krew, w11, we met them a11 throuah Lyndon Johnson, and ws mst

Lyndon Johnson throuah Ta2d Goldschmidt. He was with the Interior

Department, and he and <Clark Foreman wsrs In  the Interior
Department. fThey were 1n chargse of the dams, you know, and

]

water, Of courses, Lyndon lived for nothing in the world but ths

ruiral Colorado River.

=y
3

JE: MNow, Goldschmidt was not from thes Zouth, thou
¥D: Ye=ah, from Texas.

and Abes fFortus was from

]
1
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JET Oh, Goldschmidt wa:
Mamphis, and Clark Foreman was from. . . .
V02 His uncle was The =ditor of the Constitution, Clark

Howel1.

[§4
=3

JE And Arthur Rapsr was fTrom virginia, wasn't h




¥D: No, he was from North Carolina.

i

3 and Cl1iff Durr was from hers, and Hugo Black was fTrom
Alabama. A1l of thesss pszopls werse, in ons way or anothar. . . .

¥D: Lister Hi1T1.

JE Part of that Southern Policy Commitftse group.
Including Lyndon .Johnson?

w0 No, 1 don't think Lyndon was realiy part of that.
Lyndon never was & pesrson who'd go fto regular mestin
[ Taughter] unlsss he ran them.

JE:  Aubrey williams, was he in therse?

WD e yzah, Aubrsy wouid go somstimss. But 1t was a JTot of
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and thesy all got togsether and thesy all wers
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JE:  That was in '38. 1t cams ouft 1n Juns, 1 think, of that

WEET,
(0 and thes ZSouthern Confesrsence [for Human welfarese], 1t--1
think what pszople have nsver understood and taken seriousiy

enouah 13 the fact that 1t was backsd by the president of United

they had beesn treated by thes southern ssnators. He really was

angry with them.

that pamphist came out in Junsz, thesy had the off-ysar slzctions




ity

bean an =lsaction at which several ssnators wsare defsated and a

whole bunch of House s=ats werse lost. 5 it was Tiks rubbing
st in the wound, vou know.

WDy Well, 1t was rubbing salt in ths wound. I'm not just
saying this because he's my brother-in-law, but I always fTelt

Roosevelt used Hugo [Black] as one method of getting back at

JE: MNow, hs was in the Ssnate, wasn't hs?
¥r He was 1n the Senate but he had stood by kKoossvelt all
the way. gut he had particulariy stood by him in that court

packing. 20 that was tThe thing that I think probably mads

JE:  When was he appointaed to ths court?

Wwh: He was appointsed to the court, it == to m

s 1N "3%s

D

m

03
03
D

JE: Could 1t have besn 1377 1 can check this.

¥D: He was about to run for thes 3Senate, and we were down 1n

Klan., I think that was, whan was the Tirst meseseting of ths
“oputhern Conference Tor Human welfars?

JE: It was in the Talil of '3§.

wD: Well, this was '37, the yesar besfors.

JER and when hs went on ths court, is That when John
“parkman was appointsed to taks his placs, or how did Zparkman gst
in the Zenate? who took Hugo's piace as a ssnator?

¥0: I thought it was John Bankhsad, wasn't 1t?

3)




JEz 0id they move egankhesad from ths House? Lid he qet

appointed to the sSenate?
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WD 3 w=11, way back. Let'

Took his old placs.

33}

JE: Well, who was the other ssnator then?

@

¥D: John Bankhead.

iy
-
O
=
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@

JE: I thought he was 1n th

D

¥0: That was 8111 Bankhe=ad, you're thinking about. This 1=
John Bankhesad. €111 Bankhszad was the sSpeaker of the House, but
John Bankhzad was the brother. rather crooksd psople, too.

JE:  And which one was Tallulahis father?

¥0: 6111 gankhesad. 7Tallulah and Eugenia.
ak

JE:  And he was the r of the House?

(&)
O
@
et}
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WDt yes. And thesy ussd to always say, "You can always tel]

Eugenia and Tallulah apart. Eugenia i35 the onez that marrises and
Tallulah doessn't." [Laughter] Eugenia married five or siXx
times.

JE: 5o John Bankhzad was a senator, and Hugo was a senator,
and Hugo went to thes suprems Court, and Lister HiI111l was. . . .

LB And that's just as much as 1 remsmber. you know, you
ought to check.

JE: yveah, I will.
[Interruption]

%o the report cams out, thes pamphist, about thes number ons

zconomic condition in the summer of 38, was 1t already
determined at that times, had the Southesrn Conferencs for Human

ww ] fare actually been organized by then?



¥0 3 Wz organized 1t at the messting in &irmingham. Frank
Giraham was slected president.

JE:  And that was the tirst tims that anybody had =zver coms

WDt Yzah.

¥ 1 just ftoid vyou, Mrs. Roossvelit and Lucy FRKandolph and

JE:  v¥eah, but, I mszan, thoss ars ths pzopls who had ths big
idlea., I mszan, who ware the pszopls who mades all those plans.

¥D: 0Oh, Jos Gelders was ons. He was right theres, and Miss
Lucy. But I think that Targsely 1t was supportsd by ths Minsr's
driion and Bi11 Mitch.

JE: The CLO and all of that?

W3 Yeah. Becauss, you 3s==, thes unions wsrse just coming
zouth, 1f you remembesr, and tThey wsre bsina Tought pretty hard.
And John L. Lewis was sxtremeily gensrous as fTar as heslping was
concernad, any way hs could. and B117 Mitch 13 dead now, but h=
was very active and very supportive. And anothsr psrson that was
very active was Myles Horton, who just disd.

JE: Right. He was thers, wasn't 1t, that Novambsr?

¥0: yes, and hs was very active. and Maury Maverick was
there. He got to bes the hzad of ths anti-poil tax committfss.

JE: I went to that auditorium not Tong ago. You know, 1t

1

st171T there Just exactiy Tiks 1t was then. The building's besen
rsamodeied and all that, but you can walk inside therse and 1t

Tooks exactly Tike 1t must have JTooksd right thsn. That Tong




canter aisle that comes right up from the strest Jevel. You go
down some steps, and riaght down the center of the thing to the
stage. They must have had szats down on the fTioor, did they not?

WD well there were bilack on one si1de and white on the
other. Thatis the main thing 1 remember. sunday night, as vyou
walked 1n, and frank Graham made the Tfirst spesech, 1t was
integrated. It was mixed on both sides. ihe next mornina, as ws
~ame 1in, 1t was segregated, and they had poiice ail around.

JE:  Was Bull Conner there?

v0: vYeah.

JE id you know who he was at that time? Was he a
notorious Tigure then, as he cams to bes JTater?

¥D: No, he was just police. But we realized that ws were

1

surrounded by the poiice, and they got up and they said, vyou

i

know, 1T anvbody crossed the aisle that they would be taksn to
j&ai1l, and they had the biack mariahs outside waiting Tor us.

= That was the name that they gave to their sscret

wD 2 No, black mariahs were the poiice vans to taks you to

jail, the wvehiclies. I donit know why they callsed them biack

mariahs. and that was when Mrs. Roossvelt took the chair and put

i

1t in the middie of the aislis, you know.
JE: 0o you remember that? You have a vivid mental picture

of her doing that?

Ve Yes Zhe just took an oid Toiding chair and Jjust
plunkaed 1t right in the middie of the aisie.

JET  And sat down there.

frd



LRI And nobody darsed to arrest her sither, she was a

remarkabls woman.

I

i

JE:  Miss Modjeska Zimkins told me, when I talksed to har up
at Eirmingham when they had the homscoming rsunion group, she had

& recollection that--Tet me see 1f I can find 1t here. “he was

she didn't mark 1t. The thing was fthat she was daring them to
arrest her, and they didn't arrest her. tee, there were poliice
all around the mesting hali.

JE: Do you have a picture in your mind of that meseting hall

12

-
=t
57]
M
=t

w0: Very vivid, 1t was a long time ago, but I can remsmber.
itz thina about 1t was that Sunday night had besen extremsly
pleasant. Frank Graham had made a very Tine spesch. It had besn
unsegregated. It was about the first unssarsgated meeting 1'd
@myver bsen to in the Zouth. Then the next morning, we walksd in,
ws  were surrounded by police, and the biack mariahs were all
around the building, and we were toid that 1f broks ths
sagregation law in any way, shaps, or form, we'd be taksn to
Jail. They announced that from the podium. 20 that changed the
whole atmosphere, and the atmosphere after that got very tense.

Lt meant that there was segregation, and the psoplis could go up

©

o the platform. Like Mrs. Bethume could 9o up on the platform,

T
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JEE You said in vyour book, I'm quoting vou, "Thi ting

23

m

D
M

was Tull of Tove and hops. It was thriiling. The whole Zouth

just 30 many people there that vou knew and Toved.

-~ -

JE 3 And then besides that, there were ail tho
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didn't even know, and they were obviously a part of th
movemant . 1d 17t g9ive you a s2nse oT real hope about the 3south
b#ing able to work out 1ts own probliems.

Vs It certainly did. I can just remember fzeling a sense

of real exaltation. But I donit think it lasted all the way

then Hugo spoke. After Mrs. Roossvelt spoke and after Hugo

spoke, the papsrs cams out with just the vicious iot of, vyou

JE % You don't, by any chance, t171 have any papsrs from

0

that period, do you? Like, for examp]
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the procesdings or anything.

w0: nNo, I wish I did have but I don't.

14

JIE 3 Let me mention some

1Y

3

ames to vyou. Iid T1ke 1t vyou

would--obviousily some of these be pzople who were
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rnot there, and you can just say as you know they were not



th , or you don't have any rescolisction. gut 7f I call a nams

M

r

D

of szomebody who you remzmbszr as bsiny involved, just tell me what
you remember about what role they playead. You mentioned Frank
MmcATlister,

WD I just couldn't stand him bescause he besgan to red-bait
almost immediately. He was & socialist. And there was another
fwllow whoses name 1 can't remember, also a socialist, but they
bzgan to red-bait almost from the first day. I didnit know who

they were from Adam's house cat, and hes askaed me if I would let

them drive me home. 22, my mother and father Tived 1n
Birmingham. 20 they did drive me hom=, and aiil the way homs he

was asking me did I realize that the whole thing was a communist
plot and, vou know, ths pszople wers communist. WwWell, I disliked
Fim immediately. I never have gotten over disiiking him. L
don't know whether heis esven dead or alive now, but I jJust

remember after the feeling 1 had had of such a besautiful sort of
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wite sti111 1ives here in Montgomzry. I calied her up just the

30 lonely now that heis desad.

]
-
b
]

other day, poor thing,
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JET Was he th

M

meeting?

R =
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¥D: I can't remembsr if hs was thsrs at th

M

me

D

Mz was a socialist, but hs wasnit the kind who was always red-
baiting, but hs was an actual socialist and besiisved 1t very
Firmly,

JET What about Howard kester?

w0 2 w211, 1 never knew him very well. He was with the
church aroup.

JET Was he at that mesting?

wD: If I recoilesct right, hs was.

JER And you said Myles Horton was thers An  Aubrey
wWilliams was there. Tell me about Aubresy WwWilliiams, what

rscollsection you have of his rois in that particuiar thing?

WD e He red-baited soms himssl1f at ths tims H= mades sort
of a jokes of 1t, as I recail.

JE: He was a rather humorous fsllow?

¥D: very funny.

JEE Good s&nse of humor. Clark Foreman, of courss, was

there and took an active rolis?

WwD:  Very active rois. Indzed, he Tater got to bz h=zad of
it. He cams from a very aristocratic, rich family in Atlanta. 1
nzvear thouaht he was myssif, 1'd known him & long, Tong tims, but

some p=oplis did think that hs was sort of arrogant and rich. He

¥}

really wasn't rich. He was a 1ittle arrogant maybe.

vD: Oh, 1 knew him wsil. I think hs was at that msstin
but I remembsr in Washington, hs was & very nicse man. Hez had

an organization in Atlanta for a Tong tims.




JE:  The Council on Interracial Cooperation.
¥D: Then he and his wife spiit up and took up with another

g1r1, and that was a kind of scandal 1n Washington in thoss days

M

[Taughter].

JE: Wil1is weatherford? vyYou don't remember him. Vvirginius

Cabney?
YD Yes, I knew him weil too, but not terribly. Bes, 1

Tived 1n VvVirginia, you know, and virginia Episcopal Thesoloqaical

Saminary. virginius Dabnesy, we were aiways tryina to agast to

support the anti-poll tax movemsnt. He never would. £o he and 1

T
(o
(B2
¥
D

tion, not a conversation but written

53]
i

had many & conver:
nEver would.

IS 0id he comez to that mesting in Birmingham? you think

WD No, Jdonathan Canisels and Raiph McGill and Hodding

Carter weren't there.

)

1

JE3 MNone of thess Journaiists cams to thi
D Well, no, they didn't. Not only didn'ft they coms, but

unfortunately fTor the Zouthern Conference, they did a good deal

¥D 3 well, that's the two communists. They came from

Montgomary., Thaey were of the Baldwin family which 13 ons of the



$]

old, wealthy families here in Montgomery. and Dolly took Jane

[her daughter] to Vvienna because it was cheaper to live in Vienna
in those days, and her husband had disd. “he cams from

Louisville where there was this Spzed Mussum.

JET Big, important famiiy in Louisvilis.

W03 well, anyway, they may have besen big and important but
they were poor as Job's turkesy. 20 she took them, her boy and
fh=r daughter, to Vienna to =ducate them. And while they were 1in
vienna, the Nazis cams, and Jane got to be a communist. o0 did
Colly. Then when things that dangerous, they came back here fo
Montgomery to Mrs. kReed, her sister, who had a Jovely place here.

JE: They were not marrised, &i1ther of them?

4
—+

w0z well, Dolly was kind of e&lderiy fo married, and

Jane got married to, [ think he came from #fusrto Rico or

JE:  And Rob Hall ended up driving a Cadiilac, marrisd to a
rich woman. He was the communist leader of Alabama at that time.

Vi That's right. He ended up marrying again and having
two children. Two boys, onez went fto Andover and ones went to
Exeter, I think. He had a Cadilliac, and he had nothing further
to do with communist, you know, radical Maoilst.

JE: Howard Le=e?

WD e well, Howard Les was a swest boy. Hez cams fTrom
Arkansas, and he was a real kind of a country boy. He had a

passion for Mrs. Roosevelf. He used to keep her mirror by his

bwed, and he just loved her de=ariy. Az I recall, he committed



suicide, but nobody =v knew why hes committed

D
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suicide.

JE: Alton Lawrsnce?

¥0 3 Alton was a Jlovely boy, young. He went to the
dniversity of North Carolina, and hs was very radical 1n a way, 1

H
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53]
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D

upp marrised a girl who worksd in the mill. Wwhen we were
called down to New oOriszans--Jim Eastiand, you know, Clark
Foreman, and mes, and Aubresy wWilliams--he nesver was callsed down.
ws  thought that was very strangs, and I think hes bscams an
informer. I hate to say that, that hs saved himsszif from going.
and he told me 1t was becauss his wife couldn't taks 1t. NOw ,
wihiether he actually informsd or just refussd to--1 just know hs

dizappegarsed off the face of the garth. 1 haven't ssen him since.

JET Mrs. Bsthune?

LI Oh, ™Mrs. Esthuns was just Tike & arsat, vyou know,
African Tioness. the was & very larges, stout woman who had

tremendous amount of strength. she’s the one that--1I was working

in the democratic committss, the womsn's division, and ws wsp

D

a1l working on gestting rid of the poil tax bescause ths womsn had
& hard tims voting. VYou s2&, The men didn't pay their poll tax,

and they didn't have much monsy. 20 she sald we had to get

T1ke Charlis Houston and EB111 Hastie. Phen J4im Farlsy sald ws
couldn't do 1t in thes democratic committes bscauss 1t was makin

the southsrners so mad. 20 we had to get out and do 1t outside

b
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Si= one anecdots you teil in the book 113 that Judgs
Charlton who was presiding spoks to Mary gBethuns and said, "Mary,
would you Tike to coms to the pilatform?¥ And shes wouldn't coms

until they calised her Mrs. Bethuns.

WD That's absolutsly trus. She was not Mary. She was

11ke?

(1

JE:  What about Louise Charlton? what was sh

as a very nice, abl WOman . somzhow, shs just
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atter that m=eting.
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disappsarsed aftter, n
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JE:  What kind of judas was
¥0: I think she was kind of a. . . .
AER Municipal judgs or somsthing here iocaliy, I m=an in

Birmingham?
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WDt Zoms sort of a. . . . A g ; 1Nngd, I never saw

hzr again.
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JE: Maury Maverick was ther

Wi Maury was thers, and hs was wonderful. He always was

the ones that introducsed the bill to gst ths poll
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Tax. That was the first thing we did, you s=e.

JE:  John L. Lewis come to that m=stin

wD: No. B111 Mitch was thers.
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W02 NO .
JEZ You don't think =so07 I know he came to some of the

iater onss. In fact, he was given the Jefferson award at thes




JE: Of courss, Hugo Black was thesrs.
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governor of Alabama cam

wD: I don't remsmber him.

4B Some place I read that his wife was ths ons who took
211 the lTadiss around for a tour of ths city. It was Tike a
social svent or somsthing.

¥D: I think that's wrong. I never remembesr that. yeah, 1
think that's wrong, and I don't think Bibb Graves cams. You've
got to remember that, I toid you about the Tove and affsction and
the feeling of thrill on the first night. By the sscond day whsan

they'd besgun to threaten us with poliice and ail, th rs had

M
M

pap
@130 bzaun to bs very hostiiz.

JE:  John Temple Graves ironically ended up introducing Hugo

14

&lack, becauses thes psrson who was suppossed to was 171. And John

Temple Graves, who at that tims was savying alil kinds of nics
things about all this, =ven in the papsr hes did, but Tater ons hs

wouldn't touch them with a ten foot polzs.
VD2 yes, not oniy that, hs wanted fto ci=zar himssif of any
kind of [lTaughter] desaling.

JE: Mark Ethridgas? Barry Bingham?

D

¥0: Not that I remember. Now, I may bs mistaksn about that

bscausse I don't remember their bsing there. Now, 1 can remembsr

D
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Tk bzinga in Chattanooga bscauss thesy werse tryina very hard

1y
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o
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[ Interiruption]




Atianta--the United Mine worksrs, at that time, was very
anti-war. In other words, thsy were against the war entirely.

wa11, you know, thes president was for ths war. 50 hes was very

M

much against the coal psopi=s. 20 Barry cames down, and thsy wer
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they ware, waere also against the war. It was during the psriod
of the German war. o Barry and Mark weres down there, for ths
Fresident of the United 3States, trying their damnest to kesep this

organization from passing a resolution for psace and against war.

¥ib: I can remember fighting for that, ‘causse they did. The
ason, 1t s=ems to me, the president was 350 much mors sngagsed 1n
it than p=sopis have =sver given him any credit--maybe he didnit
want to be known that he was sengaged in it--was, as far as he was

anything =ls=
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D

concerned, all he had [lTaughter]. He didn't hs
to depsnd on.

JE I've besan readin: zome of Jdohn Tempis Graves

rnewspapers and other psopieis papers from right around that time.
¥0: They werse out to gst us.

JE But they werenit then. wWhat went in th
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during that immediats time was szssentialliy. . . .

¥0: They changed Tater.

=0 Yeah, I know. But I'm talking about that wssk. I'm
talking about &i1l these fifteen hundred p=opls who cams down
there, and aside from the police and that ons 1incident about

segregation, 1t was & very fTavorabls bsginning.



V0 wall, that's trus. it was. gut then they turnsd

| B% Then =verybody =sventualiy fe2i1 away ‘til1 the point

wh=re, 1T you go all the way up to 1950 and Took, most of ths
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pzople who wsrs room wouldn't J1dentify with +that

&1

movement, with intsaration or any kind of r I ERTRE.
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at of 1t and
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RN ferribie thr
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w0 It was red-baiting

A1)

b*’?‘jiﬂg Caught up in it.

m
e

Did you think or do you think now as you think back on

J

L

+ th Zouthern Confsrsnce fTor Human weifares 1n th

D
D

bzginning had an intersst in 2liminating s=sgregation?
WD  very much so.
o Bl It didn't coms out much 1n what was said thers. There

was not much talk about doing away with thes JInstitution of

They talked about thes polil tax as bsing discrimination against
white and black aliks. They talked about the lynching Taws such
bz=ing a msanness that ouaht to bs dons away with. They talksd
about the white primary as bsing unfair. That sverybody ought to
have the right to vote. A7T that, you know, p=opis undesrstood,
but nons of that had to do with ths institution of s=sgrsgation,
with sesgregated storses and restaurants and schools and churches
and 211 that kind of business.

WD s w=l11l, maybs 1t was understood rather then snunciated,
but I <can't think of anybody there that didnit think that

zwgregation was a terrible =avil. The fact that Mrs., Roossvelt




made such a point of refusing to accept 1t showsd how we fe2lt, I
think. Because she mads such a drastic point.

AER Yeah. I was struck, resading about the Southsrn
fFsmgional Council later on in the 403, when the Councii was

tormed in 1844 and ail the way up until aimost the tims of ths

Brown descision 1in %4, tharse officiai position was not to
climinate s=gregation but to maks ssparates =qual. They put aill

their emphasis on spending ths monsy to wupgrade the Negro

Wi They did that, and not only that, thsy wsrs anti-
communi st because they, Aubrey wWilliams, thesy wouidn't let him be
on the Council. He was propossd for 1t, and they put him on 1t,
and then he was ftThrown off. %0 then thsy asksd Cl11fT, my
husband, to bs on. Hz said he woulidn't bes on asz long as they
wouldn't Tet aAubrsy on.

SER Zo your recoilisction of thes %outhern Regional Council

in the '40s was that it was a iittie bit to the right of whars

whs: Yes, 1t was indesd. Nice pszopis, but very much to ths

right. Because they didn't bsiisve in, thesy didn't fight Tor

(14

integration, and then they had this--which I thought was th

%1711y Tear of communists taking over. It's turned out to bs

JdE: ¥Yeah, Took what's happsning now.
Wi I mean, not only wouidn't they very weil taks us ovsr,

I mean, in the war, but hadn't got =nough food to put on ths




JE:  What about LilTlian Zmith, was she at that messting?

¥D: Oh no, oh, shs probably was at that mseting. She was

i

vary lovely person in many ways, 1 thought, but she had a

passion, not a passion, rsa

(2
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anybody except what's her name, the Jlady she 1ived with--bu
was very devoted to this Frank McAilister. He had a tremendous

intluance on har. “he got out of the Zouthern Confersences on

¥D: ¥Yes, she just frankly got out. 3hs said that Frank had

gotten out, and she got out. Frank did as much harm as anybody .

END OF TAFE 1, SIDE A




ETART OF TAFE 1, S1EE B

Wi s The whole thing was 50 ridicuious [iaughter].

J BE But your recolilsction 135 that mMcallister was not from
the South.

w02 NO. The Tast time 1 hegard of him tesaching was 1n
collegs up in Chicago.

JE 2 John Temples Graves, accordina to my reading on this,
was  co-chairman of the Kace Kelations Committse for this
conference. He and . 0. Patterson, who was the president of
Tuskegee, weire the co-chairs of the committse that met during
that weesk.

WD well, he certainiy 1ntroduced Hugo very nicely, 1'1]

JE: Dowbrowski was theres, wasn't he?

JE:  That came later.
¥D: That was Jlater. 1 think Lege and Alton Lawrsencs, £ither

one or both of them, were--1I think 1t was Howard Lese. H

@

t:

@
5]}
1

i

be the exscutiv G
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ry.
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JE: H. C. Nixon was th

1Y

vD: Oh yes, and hs was wonderfui. Now, you talk about who
ran it, you miaht say that he ran it more than anybody, if 1t got
U He wrots a wonderful book, you know, about thes rural

Fiedmont. He was & lovely man. He was at vanderbilt, 1 think.



He was sextremsiy pl

zasant, delightful and charming man, but hs
got scared latser on, and his wife just made him g&t out bscause
she was just afraid on account of the childrsn. wouldn't have

anything to 1ive on. But hes didn't red-bait and hes didn't

57]
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anything wrong about us. He just got out.
JE: Gunnar Myrdal was there.
wD: It he was there, I nesver mst him.

JE: According to thes book, whatis that man’‘s nams who wr

O
(s &
M

a book about ths %Zouthern Conference, he said that Myrdal was

there ressarching the book that hes subssquentiy publishsd,
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W02 I naver. « . &
JE: Charles 3. Johnson, the president of Fiszk?

wD: I knew him, only in & plegasant way.

1

JER And Rufus Clement who was the president of Atlants

i

Uriversity?
WO Yeah, they were thsirs, I knew a1l these p=o

p
you know, I didn't know them sextremsly wsil. ses, we had a very

it

tight Tittle aroup of peopis that bescams desar and darling frisnds

nd remained so until most of tham died.

JE: Wwho would you nams in that group?

Wiz wei1l, Clark Foreman and Tex Goldschmidt and CIitf, my

husband, and ms, and Mary Foreman, Clark Forsman's wife, and

i

Ficky Goldschmidt, who was Tex's wiTe, and then therse was Aubresy

wWilliams and his wif

D

Anita. Let! =see, and actualiy thers was
Lyndon and LadyBird.

'J 55 W-Ei ¢
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this back 1n washington thean?




WwDi Yes, this i3 back in washington.
JE ¢ what about those psopis Tike Jonathan Danielis, many of

those? 01d you all sociaiize with them?

wD: Not at ali. It was a completely different group. Then
there was that man who was a gareat Trisend of Lyndonis, Caro's
been wiriting about him in his book so much. He says about we
wapre all such a closs group. He namsd two or thireese psople who
w=re not In 1t, were wrong. Then, of courss, Abs Fortas was
there, right clossly associated. we just had supper togsther
often, 'causes ws werse gresat frisnds. I wouldn't say Lyndon and

Ladygird were, yesah, they weire a part of 1t.

JE: Yyou went back to WwWashington, of courss, after that
meeting. How Tong did vyou J1ive 1in washington then? I can't

rscall when you all moved to Montgomsry.

wh: I moved to Washington in 1433. Hugo was 1n the Senate.
Hugo got him [CT1ff] to coms up therse to hezip opsn the banks. He
was with the Powsr Company Jlaw firm then, and they wsre having a

want there. He

hter] with that. Zo h

1Y
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oretty tough tim ug

1

thought he'd stay about two or thirse months, and we staysed twenty

YEars,
JE: S0 you all Teft thers when?
Wi U

LB Oh, you staysd until 51, ihat!s when you moved back

here to Montgomery.

1Y

WD e 50 we stayed in wWashington ail that tims. Then, vyou

he went from the RFC to the Communications Commission.

1

1

1
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JET Let me mention another period of time, now that I know
you were 3t117 Tiving in washington, I wonder about some thouahts
you would have on this. [Interruption]

in the spring of 1950, now, I want to give you a fTew thinas
to kind of jog your memory. That was the yesar that Claude Pepper
was defeated in the Fflorida primary by Gesorgese smathers.

VA0 Nasty son-of-a-bitch [Taughter]. That was the viiest

date, Frank aGraham got beat. James F. Byrnes got =slscted
gqovernor of 3South Carolina, a gentesl racist. He was a boiler-

plate racist, down to the marrow of his bonse.

JE: He went to the governoris office as a bitter 2nemy and
foe of Harry Truman. I*m thinking of that summesr and
subsequentiy the =elsction 1n the fali, the Korszan Wwar had
startad. The [Dies Committesz was going Tull blast, and ths
“wnate's Internal Security Committes was getting into 1t. The

whole red thing was getting complisteiy out of hand, and there

wire court cases.

-
-
-

w02 You s2=, Clifford was resigning then, He was
reappointed in 1948 by Truman, and he refused to accept ths
sppointment on account of the Toyaity oath. He sai1d he would
have to administer the Tovalty oath, and he thought 1t was wrong

and bad and unconstitutionai. %0 hes rescindsd. I mean, he




wizre a whole lot of psople who were in troubie. The trouble was
that they never paid him anything. %o that's when we decided to
come back to Montgomsry.

JE: Well, I guess the question I'm trying to Tead up to 13,

1t strikes me as a sort of courageous thing for you ail to coms

urntil he got well. 30 there was nothing for us to do but coms

home . we had no place to go. I mean, we had a nice houss, but

+

wa couldn't pay 1

J4E€:  You couldn't makes a Tiving up there.

4]
e

¥D:  No. 20 we came homs, and 1t was a vyear or mors bsfors
hse could sven practice at ali. We weren't couragsous about doing
it. It was just having to. We knew 1t was bad, and then we knew
when he took those first cases, he knew 1t was going to bes bad.
But he took them just the same. Then, you s=e, when Mrs. Farks
cams on, he went down and got her out of jail, although the NAACP

had to handle the case.

JE 2 Had she been up to Highiander b
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wh: Ye=ah, I got her up there basfors that. If you read the
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old lady from Charleston who was such a remarkable woman, she

M

says in her book that Mrs. Ourr got Mrs. Parks to HMighlander, and




I did. I was the ons who ftold mMyles to invite her up. Then
Aubrey williams gave her the monzy to go on.

1955, wasnit 1t7?
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rwally truse, was 1t? I mesan, she knew what she was doinag.

Vi She knew what she was doing, and after having a visit
to Highlander, she rezlized how 1t was worsse than sver. She just
couldn't stand it any mors, you know, bsing made to stand up for
m white man. But 1t was tough. I would have lett, but CI1ifT
wouldn't Teave. %20, of courss, I wouldn't Tsave. But you s=s=, I

2t117 don't think the fouth is any nest of [JTaughterj--I think

it's 3t1171 racist. I donit know how long 1tis going to bes bsfors

.
—+
3

not racist.

3

JE: You and I arent going to live to sge the day.
wb: No, I don't besiisve welll sver sse that day. Yyou know,
I'm making the bsst of it now, & lot of people I 1ike and all,

good Triends. But as Tar as the %Zouth actuaily bscoming a

ground 1950, as I Took back on that, it s=sems to me iikes that was
@ Jlow point in a way. ATter those =isction defesats and thes rise
of the anti-communist stuff and the arowing agitation among the

white powsr structure in the %outh against any kind of racial

change, 1t Just seemed to me Tike things, Trom 1950 until 'S4-

'$%, was just sort of l1ike a quist pseriod where nobody did much.




And 1t took the court action and the pszopis going 1n the stirsst

and marching to bring about the sociai changs that wes got.
¥D: Oh, absolutesly. There's no doubt about t. The thing

is that the combination of th fact that Mrs. Farks refused to

M

stand up, that was the sort of triggsr point. But thes thing that

mades 1t so0 amazing was that COr. King wouid have comes along at

@xactly the sams tims. 50 here you have a man who sp=saks with
the tonguess of men and of angsls or whatever. Just a marvelous

orator. And he can stir pesoplis up the way he stirred them up.

JE: what time in 'S1, what time of vyesar, did you all coms
heire? [Interruption])
wo: o )

JE: ¥e=ah, that happsned to a lot of p=opi

1Y

WD o ( )

JE: They nesver sven knew anything was going on.

¥D: Well, you s2=, when we got down hesrs in '51, Cl1iff went
right to bed.

JE: What month of the yszar was that?

Wi It was in the summsr. I think it was in Jdunes or July.

H= had to ao right to bsd. Then he had a doctor in Birmingham
who was his doctor. 50 he staysed up with his sister 1in
Birmingham. He staysed up there for about thres or four months.
Than wh=2n he came back down here, he had to swim svery day. I

was taking shorthand and typeswritina. Finaily got a job.

T Where did you work?

m

J




wD: I worked at the insurance office of the state. Wwe were
Tiving in my mother's house which wasn't very far. she had a

great, big old housz and two sarvants. 50 the chiidren at T=ast

had, I had thres children ¢ b . I was lucky, but 1t was a

bad time because there was nobody 1in Montgomesry at ail that we
could talk to that had any interest 1n anything we were
interested in except Aubrey williams, i .

JE: 50 did you 322 a Tot of him during this time?

m Eastland

—e

1

wD 2 Yes, constantly, every day. Aftter the J
thing, you know, and bsing threatensd, with wallace bzing put 1in
j&il too, and he went on off back to washington.

JE: He'ls dead.

¥D: He was dying, well, h ncer of then.
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JE: Is his wife s3ti11 1iving?
¥0: No, she'is dead too.

JE: D1d they have children?

WD ch vyes, Maury, WwWinston, dJerry, and--had four boys.
There's a very good book that Mr. %aimond wrote. You haven't

z@en that? well, you ought to gs=t 1t. It's John 2almond. Hs'

1

1

hed a book on my husband. T

3

frem Australia and he's just fini:

5)

1

, the

=

1Y

coming out by the University of Alabama ¥Fress. Yyou

i

thing you've got to realize from our point of view was, in the

of us were communists, and we thought the whole

(1Y

first place, non

thing [Taughter] was absoliutely insans. And the whole communist

JE: It was & diversion. 1t had nothing to do with the real



YO e Had nothing to do with thes resal 1ssuss, but mors than
that, 1t was so idiotic. C11TT had besen over thsrse twicse. Had
been sent by the governmsent, once for communications and onces Tor

something =l1s=. And he cams back and he sajd thesy don't havs

1)

enough Tfusl. They couidnit any more dsfsat us than, 1t's
impossible.

JE 2 IfT you think of thes y=ars 1951, from ths summsr of 'S

[§

¥t}
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uUntil the summer of 'S4, can you think of any invoivemsnts th
you had that were active in thess social issuss, or was that

pretty much & guist time for you?
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w3 well, the thing was that': time I got Mrs. Farks up

to visit Highlander. Cl1ifT, when hes started his law practice, hes

1
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immadiateiy bscams active in poiice brutaliity. Thes
come 1n with him and pull up their shirts, and vyou could s=z=
wherse the welts werse. He was busy with that. Now, hes nsvar won
any casss, but hes got a Tot of publicity for theses, which thsasy

didnit Tike. But I had thrses children and I was working and had

M

a job, T1ite sszemed 50 busy To m that I can't think of any
particular. . . . ihe only thing I can think of in that psriod
was the territic red-baiting.

JE:  Yeah, right. L[t just got worss and worss, didn't 1t?

WD Yeah, Jjust got worss, worss, worss. It ad and

[37]
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pr
spiread and spresad. Georgs Wallace took 1t up.
JE § 0o vyou think there was a deliibsrate, conscious,

intentional s=izing of that issus, thes red-bajting issus, by th

[ty

ationists and the racists of the South in order to clioud

i



w3y I don't think there's any doubt about 1t.

JER I mean, obviousiy there was a paralisl. It was a
coincidental thinag to the very lesast. But I wonder if you think

nd Ea:

¥t

f.

that pesople 1ike George wallace tland and Talmadge 11n

seized upon the anti-communist thing as

[§t)

Georgia and these peopl

& way to disarm the p=ople who were trying to gest. . . .

[
4y

1
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Wie oh, I don't think ther

[§t

s any doubt about 1t. It was

%o plain to be seen. Jim Eastland was running for Senate, and

the Brown decision was about to coms down. Ckay, 50 what doss he

do? He finds me out, who i3 Hugo Black's sister-in-law, then his

[§

(

30N, young Hugo, who was working up in Birmingham. Then he gets

hold of Aubrey williams and Myles Horton and holds this hearing

about the communist dangsr. That the Brown decision will provs
that the Suprems Court i3 a communist outftit. 0 you s2e, they
just use 7t all the tims. iise 1t constantly. Dirty time.

[Interruption]

JE 2 Run my theory by you, Mrs. Durr, and se=z it you think
this holds any water. In 184% there was 50 much change in the
wind all over the world as a conssquence of the war, the end of

the war, the atomic bomb, nzw t=schnology, teisvision was just

1Y

coming into its own, air conditioning had just arrived In most
pzople's houses and was coming to their cars--the whols socisty
was bsing changed. Airplanes, Jjet airplanss, I think 1in 1944

they had somsthing T1ike seventezen Tlights a day out of the

f.

Atlanta airport. That's ail. Now they have ssventsen a minute.

I mean, all of this stuff was just right on thes 1lip of changs=s.

5]

It was just about to happsen. Mezantime, &1l these men had besen



out of the 3South, had gons oversesas, had bsen in new situations

where they saw pesoplie iiving in different ways. women had bessen

working in the factoriss and working government jobs. Mothing
wias 1ike 1t had been before. Everything was going to change.

And 1t se2ems now, as I look back on that period of the last five

yzars of the fortiss, that it was a golden opportunity for the
2outh to makes & 1ot of social changs, in terms of race and class
and sconomic conditions of psople and whatnot, voluntarily. To

dzcide that the time was riaht and to go ahesad and do that, but
it didn't do it. It shrank away from doing that. The
politicians prevailed, the governors and senators and congressmen
prevailaed, against the president of the iUnited states =ven, and

pirevented social change of that kind from taking place. And so

as a consesquence of our failiure to do 1t voliuntariiy, then we
came up on thes twenty-five year period that bsgan in 1854 with

the Brown decision and that, indesed, goss on to this very day of

D
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unsettiled, incompliste social chang people s5till are not 1in
agireement about. %0 I'm Tooking at that T1ittie five year pesriod
as  what our former Fresident Reagan called a window of
opportunity, a 1ittle hinge of history, when thinas changs from
an oid way that looks =ssentiaiiy backward to a new way that
looks Torward. And in both dirsctions the view 13 rather
frightening. Right there in the middie, there was a chance for
people to say--in other words, i1t was the last opportunity for

the South to fix its own sociai wagon, and 1t chose not to do 1t

i

and as a consesquence, we're stiil mired in this probiem. oes



Wiy w=11, 1t certainly doss makse sense to me becauss 1
cartainly think we're mired in the same problems. would you Tike
a glass of wineg?

JE: ¥Yes, 1 would. If I wrote a book that =ssentially said
that., . . . [Interruption]

I'm working on, and I'm Tooking for psopis to talk to who
can i1dentify with that notion. That it was an opportunity lost.
Ard you all were trying. You were trying your dead-lsvel bsst to

2t psople to move along on that issus, but 1t just wasn't going

[fn}

to happen. There were too many powsrful people who weare 30
immersed in the culture of ssgregation and racial insquity that
they couldn't g9ive that up.

wD: Yeah, but I also think that red-baitina had a Tot to do

DB But as you pointed out though, 1t was szgregationist

[§1
1
1
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it was racists, who ssized on the red issus to work to thsir own

53]

s That's absolutely trus.
JE 30 1t all kind of worksd togsther.

W2 But the thing that bothers me today 1s--here i3 thi

1

qr=at, big festivity for Mrs. rarks. ihere were only a very few
white pe=ople there, just a handful. ATl the rest of them wers
bilack. (Interruption - talking 1in background, somsons =&ise

enters. Extransous aside for a few minutes]

Y

JE: Let me ask you a 1ittle bit more about that auditorium.

(14

It's Tike a horssshoz and there are seats all up, 1like 1in the

1

balcony, all the way around, and then there are th ople down

[§1
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oin the fTloor. When Mrs. Roosesveit spoks, the paper said thers
ware seven thousand psople there. ihat would fi11 the whole

@

thing up, including the balcony and =zvarything. Lo you remember

that place as besing full?

14
]

Wi e I do, indesed. it was fuil for her, and 1t was aimost
az full for Hugo.

SE: What about on that 2unday night when you started?

wD: Well, no, when we started, it wasn't that full.

JE wWas everybody down on the Tfloor, not wup 1n the

balconies?
Wie Everybody was on the Tloor. And there was a lot of
kissing and huaginga, alad to se= you.

JES aAnd also singing. It was kind of Tike a bia camp

03

maeting almost?
¥D: Yeah. And then Frank got up and made just & wonderful

speech, Frank Graham.

JE? He must have bezen quite a fine man.

wD: He was. A wonderftul man. And he got besat just the way
Claude FPepper got beat, by red-baiting. Absoluteiy 1insanely

ridiculous. They both got bsat. Frank, with him particularly,

JE 2 Something =l1se about that auditorium that struck ms,
durina the days of segregation they had entrances on the side,

outside the building, on both sidess, and the black pszople had to
3o in those doors and up the stairs and sit in the balcony for

at up th

iU

=

03

like some kind of show or anythina like that. They

in the crow's nest.

3%



YD 1 w=11, 1 don't remember that at the Zouthsrn Confarsncs

Maating . I remember so distinctly the division.

JE: %o I'm thinking, they must have comes in the front door,
though, just 1ike esverybody =ises did.

wD: I think thsy must have too.

JES Pparticularly that first night when =sverybody was

together on the floor.

D

wDr wWell, it was a gareat bsginning. Then you s=s the next
mesting was in Chattanooga, and then the next mesting was at

the

—+

Mashvills, Now, Nashville, 1 remembsr, this was ons o
dirtier things they did. Mrs, Roossvelt came down with faul
robezson and he was goina to sing. 50 1t was all kind of nasty,
disgqusting, you know, the rumors about hsr and Robesson. Rumor s,
i don't know how 1t got around, but 1t did.

JE:  3he was a very couragsous lady, wasn't she?

Wi s She certainiy was couragsous. the was a very brave
woman, but she was a woman who was unhappy. zhe'd had soms sort

of fe=eling of--it's haird to sexpress--you should resad the book of

[$4)

thing terribis to her. Naturally thsn

D
[t

Fzr daughter. Sex was som

for her husband to have gone off with anothsr woman as he did,

1
1

f
£

W terrible blow to hsr.

JE:  She was an unhappy psrson 1in. her privats iife.

=

WD I think she was an unhappy psrson 1n her private life,
not her public Tife, but her privats 1ife. “he was brought up
like a Victorian maiden of somes kind. Mr. Rooszsvait was not a

victorian that way at all.




wis {Laughter] Never will be. I do fe=i1 though, in henr

t she would adore a man as she did,
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you know. Really worshipsed him and f==1 just a senss
she did for him, and then have him rejsct her. But L think she
felt rejected.

J&k L=t me ask you something =lise, Mrs. Curr. With a feaw
sxceptions, the p=sople who wsre the most active 1n the Zouthern
Conference for Human welfare were white, middle and upper class
zoutherners, most of them, not ail. I don't guess H.L. Mitches1]

[ Taughter] had a 1ot of monszy any tims or his family backgaround
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was, but you Tt

your family was
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family and Clark Foreman from

not wealthy and, in fact, there were times when you alill had

£

considerabls poverty, but you wsrs an uppsr class family by my

understandina, and I think yours, of what that msans.

\
M

wh: what 1t mesans [laughter] was that you weres rich at ons
time.
JE S That's right. It was out of a southern tradition of

nowiise oblisse or patrician feselings. A1l of you had coms out

of & cultural =sxpsrisnce that trisd to rise above the msannsss of
segregation. And vyou ail were ideaiistic peopis, tryina to
improve the world. But 1t was essentially an uppsr middle class,
white effort, wasn't 1t, by and Targe?

WD 1 wsll, it certainiy was, no doubt about it. on the

t
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other hand, thes person who reaily did ths most to chang

1
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Zouth was Lyndon Johnson, which was the votes and th fedenr

thing. Lyndon wasn't uppsr class at all. Country boy, grown up




i the hills. And I don't think hes had though very much about
segregation. I think that 8ird maybs might have influsnced him

some, but 1 don't think he thought about race at all. &)
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v That's right. He ended up bsing the ons who did the
most. I always thought Bird helpsd him. 2he never talksed about
it, but I always thouaht she did.

JE: You know, I had a notion ons time, 1 got to thinking. .

¥0: You ought to go and s=e her.

HE 3 I'd 1ike to, vy=ah, thatiszs a good idsa. i got to
thinking one time that it you had =zlzscted the wives of all ths

sidents we =lected instead of men, we'd have had a lot bstter

O
5]

p i
country.

WD Thi oth

t may bes trus. on th r hand, Lyndon did what

@
@

h= did, and how he did it 1'11 never know, vyou know, to g=t that
bi1t1 throughs I just don't know how he did 1t. He was a good
politician. 1 always say he made a mistaks on the vistnamsse

War . gut 1f you =ver have a chance, if she'll talk to you, of

[t

courss, sh
think 1t would bes 1interesting to know from her what hs thouaht

about thes race situation.

JE: In this period of time, the '4Us.

WD s Because, after ail, he was the ons who changsd 1t by

[$4)
D

passing the law, you know. And then not only that, he said whsan
= passed the law, this 13 90ing to bz the 2nd of this [laughter]

D=mocratic Farty.

s



JE:  Harry Truman 135 & puzzling figure to me. You know, he
was the one who instigatsed a Tot of this stuff, =2ven more than
Roosevelt In some ways. Like dropping the race barrisrs in the
Armad Forces and then that Civil Rights Committese that he formsd
in the '40s. And yet, 1 can't find any cius at alil 1in reading
books about him that he re=ally carsed about this ons way or the

other. H didn't have any strona f=elings about thes racial

[t
1

thing.

w3 w11, not onily that, he was the ons that did ail th

D

red-baiting. I think he did a areat harm. L never had many kind
feelings toward Harry Truman because my husband trisd so many of
these cases where these pesopls ware absolutely ruinsd and thrown
out, and had actualily donsz nothing whatever. He had a woman,

d she was a communist.

==¢

I1'"17 never forgst, a black woman, thesy s3a
Found out shes had gons to Georgs wWashington uUniversity and was
taking & course in culture or somsthing.

JE
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wo: That's right. fhey said shes was a communist. Then 1t
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old white rabbits, wesrs

atter her because she was above them, and they thought it was

i

terribie for whits womsn to bs bossed by a black woman. They

ware just out to get her. And when it cams down, you know, th

D

finger was put on them and they were discoversed to bs th
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who were doing all this dirty work. oh, thesy crisd, and
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said they promissd. gEverybody had said they'd be protscted. But
1t was 50 much dirty work going on.

JE: It was a mean spirited time.



wD: FReally m=an spirited.
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4E:  You knew Aubrey william really well?

D Very well.
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A B That man wasn't a communist, was he? I me=an,

ludicrous, isn't it, to think that he would have bsen?

JE And Clark Foreman? That's just a big TJaugh. He
couldn't have besen communist.

w0: Clark Foreman wasn't.
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JEd And 1've known Myliss Horton, I knesw Myles Horton for

nty-five yesars, and 1 would absolutely bet my 1:
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man was never & communist, not even in spirit,

alons. .« . .

1

wD: WwWell, 7t was so stupid.

f

JBE There weren't any damn communists in the South that I

could t=11, =xcept here nd theres, you know, a Tiittle frin

i)
1y
@

Qroup of p=zopl=.
WO s The thing 13 for Myles and Aubresy, besing called a
communist was absurd. But they were, There's no doubt of it.

They certainly wers. And Myles, not that he's died, 1've bsen

reading the obituaries and sven the New York Times has 9iven him

an obituary. gut when I think of ail fthe times I usasd to 30 up

SE 2 Oh ye=ah, hes was--1 wrote a long pisce once about th

@

trial of Highlander, put him on trial, you know. And it was th

@

communist thing and the raciai things aiil wrapped up, but all

they could find to really nail with was that they had a Tittie

40



baapr, And they stuck him Tor sending beer without a Ticense.
Towok away the charter. 7Took aii thesir property out in thes middis
of a Tisld and had an auction. zoid =every iast stick of

furniturs.
%D: Burnsd down ths building.

JE:  Just an absolute disgracs

wh: I wish you'd stay and have suppsr with us.
JE? WwWell, I appresciats it very much.
ENMD OF TAPE 1, SIDE B

END GF INTERVIEW




