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Daniel: Sny start cut talking about Walls.,
Molemorsr Well, growing up in Walls I had to live in 2 slace that

was in Mississippl and alse close to Memehisze sc in coming up in

e

’FGN“”G up in Wallsy Memphis clearly was ithe cenier of the
yriverse!  {Laughter.) And with Kemphis being the center of the

universe; Wails was one of the satelites around Memphis. 8¢ 11 wss

g.

an experience that was nurtured in part by my mother and ay
arandfather, my mother’'s fathers, who was the chief in the family.

M, mother and father separated when I wias very voung so
my grandfather was like the male figure and the PDlelmodel and the
person that my brother Eusene and 1 in fact called daddy, as opposed
to grandaddy. He wouldn't let us call him grandaddy. He insisted
that we call him-daddys so it was only the yaunéer kids that never
called him daddy. The younger kids distinguished their father from
our grandaddy by calling their father daddy Samj calling my
grandfather daddy Les. So nobody ever referred to him as

grandaddy He was esither a daddy or daddy Les.

i
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nisl: Is that the way he wanted it?

bt

Mclemore: That's the way he wanted it. I know with ths two of us,

im

vgens and L. he ceally wanied 4t like that, He said o us: angd I
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11 forget this, he often would say, "I am both vour daddy

f1s

and your grandaddy. becauss your daddy is not hers: and so I am hoth
vour daddy and grandaddy." B&nd I guess in one sense he was
correct. But he had that kind of persormality. He didn't like our

daddy a whole lot. 8o what happened there was that berause of his
-

dicslike ¥for wmy daddysy I was namad for my grandaddy. Lezlie Williams,

and my, father; Burl Molemore, and so when I was growing wups I have

always used, in formal warvs at leasty my full nams, Leslie Burly and

cmy grandfathsr always referred to. me as Leslie Holemore., He did not

like me to use my middle name, my daddy's name. He wvanted me to be
Leslie Mclemore and not Leslie Burl MclLemore. Hs despised my daddy
s0 much until he didn;t want to even hear his name. So they didn't
have a very good relationshie. When wy daddy would come visit, my
daddy was like a non—persons and so that develorpeds butl 1t was a way
of my Gé%ga%ather saylng h2 was in chargey and he had a very strong
personality. I think he influenced both of us, the older two,
Eugene and Is to a great extents in terms of outlook on the world
and politice and the whole bit. But we grew up; grew up in Walls,
between Qalls and Memphis.

My Mother remarried; and then we moved to Memphis. 1

went to school in Walls the first couple of years,; I guess grades
ore through three; actually. I started school in a church, Mount

Zion CHME. Churchy which was about a mile and a half from Walls, and
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In Mississippi at that time they had =o
soft-b

ac ked

P

sos Ll ng
primer and a hard-backed primer. What they
wontld dos vou would start in what would be

kindergarten, because vou would start with

-, -
acked

sotf t-backed primer; and then the hard-b

primer. And I
discovered vears later that this was a

system that was not
peculiar to Halls,

esactly
or unique to Walls, but it was ons thai was used
in a number of other countiss too. So

CO

vou would go ts schocl a
yrle of years before ¥ou got in first grade. Theorsiically,
because you had

the AECss you spent a year on RABCs and basic
arithmetic: vou

krows L:8,2:4:5, and bevond that vou got in the
sotft-backed primer and the hard-backsd primer. Ti

i

m
o
1

hard-backed
primer was really equivalent to first grade, which was a kind of

funny school system.

1

And then we started this school in this
churchs

CHME Churchs

that is now called Christian Methodist Churchs;
‘ it was then called Colored Methodist Churchs

an off-branch of the
Af rican Methodist Churcha.
Daniel:

Was this a public school or private school?
Mcbemore:

This was a public school held in & churchy because they
had no public school facilities for black folk; or Negroesy in 1945
in De The white kids went to school in

Soto County, Mississippi.
Lake Cormoranty where Isiah Madison is froms my home boys who is

a
lawyer now in Greenville, Mississippi.

I=ziah lived in Lake
Cormorant; and Isiah went to school in another CME church called
Bethlehems in Lake Cormorant. These were public schools supportsd

by the countys by the state, and the white kids went to school in
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then they had a high school in Horn Lake. Mississipils which 1z in
De Soto County near Highway 51, going down toward Hernandos the

and the other little small
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towns in the area; they were bussed over to Horn Lake. This was

1245,

Daniel: Ond this was the white children?

Meclemore: This was the whites. 011 the white kids went to either
»

the elementary school at Lake Cormorant, which is fthree miles =outh

ot MWalls on Highway &1y or they went to. the high school white kids
went to Horn Lake High School in Horn Laks. Mississippi, which is
Cabout five miles due sazt of Halls on Hiéhuay 51 in the hills. #Rs
you knows Walls is in the Delta, Horn Lake was in the hills: the
county seaty; Hernandos was in the hillsy so they went to school
thzre. bWe only had grades one through eight that went to school in

the churchs the Mount Zion CHME Churche and theres was no high school

m

for blacks in Mississippi.
Daniel:_-_-in the whole state?

Mclemore: In the whole county.

Daniel: In the county.

MclLemore! In some of the larger areas like Jackson and Greenville
and Greenyood; they had high schools for blacks. But in north
Mississippi, where I'm from, the experience was that there were not
public high school buildings for black folk in the early '40s. They

:nt to schocl in churchas. In the late '40s and early 'E0s the

T
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Barptistss black Raptistss built a high school in Hernando that was
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school there. But then they boardsd. They liwved in other places,
but they brought them from all over the state, especially from north
Missizsippi. They lived in Hernando. They had dermitories on the

campus therss; which was about a mile or 3o frowm thes county

21

courthouse in Herpandoy and they staysed on the campus and only went
home during wacation —— Dhristmas, and Ezster and whal have you. So

what I'm

1t

ungesting 1s that, when I was growing up in the "40s that
the educational fecilities were wery poor and the educational
training was very poor becauss 1t was seasonal. We only went to
s
school when we couldn't chop mor pick cottone so essentially what
I'm talking about is that school would start in Hovember. It would
Cgo Hovembery Decembery Janusrys February; Harchy Qpriip and we're
out in May and then we had June and July: and we went 1o school in
fAugust and part of Septembers when i1t was waiting fur the cotton...
Daniel: Yeahsy lay-by time.
Mclemore: Lay-by times that's rights waiting for the cotton to
ripen. And after the cotton ripenedy, then we went back to work in
the fields, through thét time period. #And the only 5reak that we
kad from that was when we moved to Memphis., zfter my mother
remarried. e moved to Memphis and went to school in Shelby County,
HMemphiss Tennessse. And I went to school in Haﬁphis my Tourth, e
fifth grade vears arnd we went to school at the regular time. We
moved back~to Mississippl later on and starﬁed school égain. So it
was kind of a checkered educational caresr; but one could really
tell the difference between the educational sysiswm in Descto Countys
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sinpi and in Shelby County, Tennessee.
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When we moved back to Mississippi &t our own insisience,
to go to school with our friends, 'tauss we had also moved back to
Migciczippi» my grandfather had built a house for my mother and her
hizband next door to hic place. My mother worked in Memphic, my
grandfather worked in Memphic, and we wers commuting to school with

them every morning. and then we percsuaded our parenis to let us =o

i

to school in Hiscissippl because we were evervday with our frisnds,
.

ands 1t was: from an sducational standpointe it was a great

mistake. Because:; when we came back to Miscissispi to go to school:s

we knew as much as some of the students who were fwo or three grades

~ahesad of us. Tt was Jjust that kind of difference between the school

m
m
.+

I moved from the Mount Zion CME Church School to Mew Hope
Baptist Churchy which was in the western part of the county and
fiount Zion was in the esastern part of the countyy, and New Hope was

about two and one half miles. UWe moved there because the teacher;

1

Hr

il

I

. £1la Barnesy; had a better reputation as a teachers and she was
a woman that really never finished collegs. Ehe had a high schoo

diploma and had been going to college at Mississippi Industrial

C,L
m

College at Holly Springs during the summers. And she taught g
one through gighth again.

They built a school about four years later. They built a
two—room school Houae of cement blocks, a schooly four years laters
and they had Mrs. Barnsc and one of the teachere. and they divided

tha gradez one .d ve th gh a2ia
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Daniel: Was this a part of irving to build soual facilities drive?
Mclemeore:  That's right,
Baniel: So they built a tuoc-roem cinderblock school.

Mohemorsl  Thatl's right. And this cccurred zround 1954, Sco we had
twe teachersy and then Mrs. Barnes was transferrsd. Then they
breught in tws womern that had gone te schoel at Missiszippl
Industrial College, who were collegs graduates; two young women.
One handled grades one throval fours; and the other ons five through
2ight. It was the first time that, in Missiszippiy I had had ~T——
teachers who were college graduates.

ffter that I went to school in Hernando, and high sechocl ' .
in Hernando), and I started school in Heréando in 1956, |1 went ic -
school in three separate churches, as a ninth grader. 4Ye had scme
classes in a Methodist churchy and the rest of the classes wers in
two different Baptist churches. They wers in the city ef Hernandos
town of Hernandos and we would walk from cone side of town to the
other changing classes.
Daniel: Was this a new thing? @& high schoel?
McLemore: This was a new thing. This was the first year that they
had had a2 public high school in De Soto County —— 1956. I gradusied
from elementary scheool and was the valedi:toriaé of the eighth grade
classes. They had combined commencements and I was one of the
commencement speakers &t the county courthouse in Hernéndo in 195%&,
which was the fifst time that black peoele had ever used the

ceurtheuse as a public facility, when they had oot been there fan  ooythern Historical Collection.
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had the colored and the white water fountainz. We used the
suditorivm, It was a wain courtroom ohservation arsas and the
courtroom. We spoke from the judge's platforme the judge's bench.
And we had all of the different countiss. e had five different
school diztrictss all the black folks from the county. De Soto
county was a big‘coUnty. We all mat there and had the commencement
CErEmINY .

Daniel: Thic 1is in 'B47

MclLemors: 19546. In May of '5é.

Daniel: Well let me ask vou a question. By '56 vou'd already had
Scown_va_Roard of Education and the Montsomery Bus Bovcott?
Mclemors! That's righi. N
Danies: So,; what were your friends talking about? Did vou talk
about this? 0id you realize something was going on? Did you feel
chang=s?

Hclemore: 0Ohy absolutely! I remember talking with my cousing Essie
l.ee Rices my cousin on my father's side, whose nickname was Tick. I
Pememberrshe caid that ¢he wanted to 'go to the Catholic school.
There was a Catholic school in Walls. And I caid I wanted to go to
Horn Lake. We discussed it. In facty as I recalls I remember when
B _2L;Bﬁacd was handed down, in fact. I remember what I was
doing. de when I first heard about ity over the radic, in the
fields we were chopping cotton. 1In the field the next.mohning we
started to talk ébout the schonls we wanted to attend and it was the
Catholic school or going to Horne Lakz., And we really thought that

we would be able to, starting in September. We really thousht that
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integraie classes. We really figured that. Ue didn't knows I wean
I'm sixteen vears old. I mean the court =said that and I figured it

was the "tRifg to do. And it didn't happen like that, bﬁt I really
'huugﬁf;fﬁé%”iﬁai was what was going to happen. So all of us were
making plans to atiend one of the white schools -~ the Catholic
parcochial school or the public school. and logked forward to that.
and were disapointed once we discoversd. I had to go io Hernando to
the school. This was fthe first major push that started falk about
buildings and facilities for blacks in De Soto county. Because they
hadn't been under any pressure before, and the Roown decision forced
them to start looking at that issus because they did not want, of
course, blacks and whites to attend schogi together in 1956.

Daniel: What was your perception of what the white people were
thinking during this time?

McLemorz: My perception was that white folk did not welcome the
Brown decisiony that it was something that they were resally

against. I remember one of the Catholic priests saying that if it
could be worked out thesy would welcome blacks to atteﬁd Sacred
Hearty the Catholic elesmentary school in balls. But that was r=ally
more rhetoric tham anything else. The closest relationship that we
had with whites in Walls was with the Catholic griest and the nuns

in HYalls, because some of our relatives and parents worksd in the

cafeteria or worked as maids for the Catholic priests and nuns and ’tfilr

they treated us more like equals than any otheg whites in the

community. There was an exception. here and there. 0One Garman

woman who had & paper route treated black people as equalsy more or

Interview number R-0546 from the Southem Oral History Program Collection (#4007) at The Southern Historical Collection,
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e you could make more per day working than you would maks
zicking cotton or chopping colton. They would pay you & fairly
decent wagey and than they would allow the woman who worked in the
cafeteria, the women who wers wmaids, they would allow them to bring
a certain amount of food home to thelr families. And this was 2 big
CONCEeSS1ion. The; had some of the black men driving trucks; driving
the mail treckz, and that was a fairly plush job. This guy named
John D. drove Tthe mail truck for vears, and he was the sovy of the

.
town because he had a job that he didn't have to pick cottcrn or chop
cotton or drive a tractor. 50 he would g=t & chance to drive to
tiemphis two or three times a day to take the mails and take the wail
Cto Walls Post Offices and drive up to thé Catholic Church right
across the ctate lire up in Whitehaven, Tennessee. That was a
coveted position in the black community. And my cousin Faul new has
that jJob in ialls. I£‘5 stil]l &« coveted position in one sense. But
you know then it was like a way of getting out of town and being
able to wear decent clean clothes without getting them dirty. Ge
Jobhn 0. would buy him a new car every year or every other year. He
was a fairly important man in town.
Daniel: Well now you mentioned tractors, I duess by this time
there were tractors anyway, but were there any picking machines when
YOU ware ?ering up?™ Or were they not used up there?
Hcbemorel The picking machines did not come until mucﬂ later.
Curing the formative years when I was working in the fields it wac
basicalliy by hand.
Daniel: Everything was b? hand.
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school in 1949, toward the very end, 'E8, ‘'Z%: gurimg that interims
after I araduated from elementary school in 19258, around ‘57 and

58; 7 worked on = cattle ranch sast of Walls in the hills. Eo I
really didn't pick a lot of cotton my first thres years in high
school. 1t was only my senicr year when the owner of the ranch

leased his land out to someons else and he went in to the insurance
and brokesrage business in Mewmphis. Than I went back to picking o
cotton wy senior wear in high school; which was '59 and '40. Then

there were pickers. But they hadn't bzen perfected, so the pickers

[

left more cotton than they picked upy so there was s£1ill a fairly
larae ¢rew of people picking cotton behind the pickers, what they
call scrapping cotton. The arrangement %fter the s&cond harvest,
after the second time the pickers came by, some of the owners would
let you scrap cotton, and everything you made was your own. That
was the arrangement. A&nd some had a kind of EQ/5EQ arrangement. So
some people who had large families like my cousin on wy father's
gide of the family, the Brown family, would pick a couple of btales
of cotton from scrappihg, and 1t was their own money. So peorle did
that. It was & part of growing up. T wmean in Walls, that was what
you did. VYou picked cotion or chopped cotton. I mean it was Jjust a
part of your wvacation. '

Some peorles the older folk, like my mother and father, b
stepfather, worked in Memphis. My stepfather worked for U.S5. Steel, v
in Memphis, and he worked for the VU.A. Hospital as an orderly,
pushing patients around and changing patienis and what hawvs vou.
and then he stopped the steels and then he got a promotion at the

Interview number R-0546 from the Southern Oral History Program Collection (#4007) at The Southern Historical Collection,
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mother worked in upholstery facteories, mabing couches and chairs spd

this kind of thing. And there were several other peogple in town
that did thet, thatl worked for Gordon's Truck Line and other
ypholeterers, and they were the biggest wage earners in the black
cormunity. aside from the folk who were in their own private

business. My grandfather was one of: I suees, wavbe thres blacks in

that area that ocwned land, and & couple of the other blacks wers
farmers.

E
Daniel: There's one question I really wanted to ask abouts; that I

got into & ittle bit. Growing up in Walls and haviag the kind of
educational facilities you had,; in that enviromment: what were you
‘taught about why this was «0? That is, you knew the whits fo lkg had
better facilities; The other thing is, if vou can weave it in
there, what did you learn about the whits community? What were you
taught? Why were they the way they were?

Mclemore: You have to understand new, Walls then, and of course now
it's even smallery is a very small community. The height of cur.

population for Walls; per ses was about S00. So it's a very small
—_———

town. My grandfather and a man named Sim Elkins were the only tuoc

black landowners in the town of Walls. Ualls was never

incorporated. But they were the only two black landowners that had

land in the town of Walls., They were the only two blacks who had

land in that Delta secticn of Walls. The other blacke who owned

land, owned land in the hills section of Walls. Johnny Anthonys my

friend who is on the music faculty &t Jackson State now. Johnny
History Program Collectlon

FR-I0545™ fromrther&oumqrﬂ g%_ L ,'.JUNC ClgapeFHlll amily dids I means

Ison Special Collections L

& tamily plot rnow that's still owned. Jeasia W~17-

(#4007) at The Southern H

isto ical Collection,



tet
LEN)

Wallace brothers, Jessie and Simg Wallacey, cuned iand in ths hills
section. But they didn't own any land in the Deltas which was
coveted land in terms of rich lands fertils land. Sos my

arandfather's father, Macton Williams,; was the half brother of John
‘—-—M—’—‘————-
Sharp Willams. John Sharp Williams waz a Y.5. senator from
B
Mississirpi during the time , really during the administration of

Woodrow Wilson. My grandfather, because his father was Macon
Williams who was a wmullattos wy grandfather ang hiz father were not
treated, because wy areat grandfather, Macon Williams, owned land,
owned Delta land, that was ceded to him by his fathers by Jchn Sharp
Williams' father; that was purchased for him; arnd he grew up in
Warren County and Tallahachee Countys so Qhan he got of age his
fathery John Sharp Williams' Father, purchased land for him in De
Sotc County.

Daniel: That's a long way from Warren County.

MclLemore: That's right, a long way from Warren County. So it was a

sate thing to dos but accerding to what my grandfather saids they

— ' —

never disowned Macon Williams. My great grandfather: and Macon's

—
aunty John Sharp Williams' sister; lived in Charleston, Mississippi,

in Tallahachee County. So my great grandfather cspent a lot of his
early years in Tallahachee County. So whzn I wa; in elementary
school, after my areat grandfather had dieds, my grandfather would go
back to Tallahachee County to visit his aunt. And we would go visit
his aunt who liveé in this two storey house by the railroad track in
Tallahachee County in Charleston, Mississippi. So, 1t was like they
Interview numggreﬁ-ogn%{frénrﬁ the %’6%(5%‘?9 Oral ﬁigfg&rprgs'?gm%ﬁleké%n Tﬁfﬂﬁ)‘ atThe Soitheri’Alstorical Collection,
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relatienshipy and they surchased the land in Dg Scin County, away
from the family. It clearly was no scandal about that, but my great
arandfather‘s father said this is my son, this is my child. And so
we inherited the land that's still in the family through my areat
arandfather, through his father; that my grandfather had. And
that'e still in the familys so, on the one hand, the toun's'people
treated my grandfather a bit diff=rent from other black folk in
Halls because of that arrangement. During the Civil Rights
Movement, to jump ahead Jjust a bit here, my brothe;.and I were not
arrested, at least in De Soto Countys and we didn't go to Vietnam in
part because the white folks saidy who served on the local boardss
-because we were Lester Williams' grandchiidren. I mean that's the
reason we were ne;er sent to jail:; didn't have to 20 to the war. I
mean we got that wveto because of that. And the guy who was the
Justice of the Peace in the town for years, and who was & kind of
lieutenant for & number of the land owners, adwitted it publicly.
ordinarily would have if they had not been the grandchildren of
Leslie Williams and the grzat grandchildren of Macon Williams. It
Wwas a sma;l town, and that was just the way it was handled. And
2ven thens in one sense we had & kind of special place within the
black communitys because my grandfather.was like the unofficial
leader of black folk in Wallsy in the arsa. But my grandfather was
very candid with us. He insisted that we be meny that we be
mannerakle, but he also insistad that we ehouldn't take any flak. I

mean he alwars saids "Don't fake no shit from anybody.” He meant

Interview number R-0546 from the Southem Oral History Program-Collection-(#4007) at The Southern Historical Collection,
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with the understandingy because sees my grandfathser lived next door

te a German refugee, whe had come over and whe owned a dairy {Tarms
se our next door neighbers were white. W& lived north of eur
neighbors. Everybody that lived en esur sirest was whites on our
road were white. The Barkers were white, the Jarrets were white, on
down the street.

The other hlack family, the Elkins, lived an the west
side of the railroad track and they lived next te anether Derman
refugee family. S0 what I am suggesting is that thers were two
black homeowners in the town of Walls, and we were surrounded by

—

whites, I plaved withy my Mother played with, the Barkers'
i
«children. 6nd it was enly until later ontuhen she went to separats
schools and they went te separate schoolsy until thers was that kind
of differential. But what I'm trying to suggest is that clearly we
understood what was going ony but we didn't have any notion ef hew
poer we were compared to whitess until later en.
~In the context of Wallss, we were well off. I mean as

blacks, we were well off. And my grandfather owned cérsy he owned
lands he had a restaurant, he owned x business. So we really qidn't
have te ge without feods; didn't have e go witheut clothes, as come
of our classmates and playmates. Because they wére renting or
living on Plantationé.

But we were accutely aware ef the racial issue. I meany
early on. We played with store owner's nieces and nephews who lived

across the railroad track frewm us for yearsy the McKaves. And they

. were part of the group. It was enly, I guess, when we got into
interview number R-0546 from the Southern Oral History Program Collection (’#4007) at The Southern Historical Collection
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plaving with white girlss and it was only after we got in junior
piah school that that was sort of taboo. It was not them coming
over for Sunday, because they would drop their kids off at our house
and leave them. On Sundays, we'd play, uhaiever, and all that, and
rever thought anything about it.

But on‘the other hand,; our grandfather and mother always
teld us about tha race cituations but with the idea that we didn't
nave to accept it. VYou doi't have to accept it. These are the

T ———

facts of lifes but you don't have to accegst that. Vou ought to ke a
i st

wans and you ought to get an education. So Qithin our household
edugéjign was always stressed. My grandfather was very big on that.
My grandfather spent about fou; years going ta school
formally, so he eﬁphasized eduzation. He made his living in spite
of whatever; but then he had a head start on most blacks. He had a
_ father who was a landownery so he didn't grow up in poverty. And he
never had a job. He never worked for anybody. And he was the only
black person in that town that did not have a job working for
somebody else. And nobody ever said anything to him about it. And
they didn't say anything to him about it because he was the son of
Macon Uilliams. And he could get away with it. He rode in a new
car every two or three years, paid cash for it. MNobody ever
questioned the fact that he did not haye a regular job. And there
were certain people who would come to touﬁ in the '40¢ and early
'5Gs and the white community would raise guestions. If theré were

peorle who came down from Chicago or St. Louis and stayed in town

. ton 1 and didn't get a 'db they would raise questions about it.
Interview number ré%\-ﬁgs‘po‘qfrom the Sgoulhern Oral I-iisto’ry Program Collectfon (%4%07) at The S%uthern Historical Collection,
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ons day in his life, and he was proud of that, 41d ke work for
anvbody but Leslie Williams. Hent to work when he got ready.  fnd

that was the attitude. Had his suits made in Memphis and he

rurchased Edwin Clapp shoes. I mean he was bia on that. &nd that
was impartants his sense of independsnce was very imoortant. And he
malntained that.

fnd he was in business. He sold burial issurance, wizich
o

Was a cover; a front for whatever., &nd he had the restaurant.  And

———

that's what he dicd, ond he would tell vou, befors bhe disd, he said
it he'd have saved just a fraction of the monsy that he blew. that
he threw away,; that he'd have disd. a multé-millimn&ir&.
aniel: Where'd he throw it?
Mcl.emore: Welly, he loved women. Hs loved to have & good time. He
travelled all over the country. He was fair enough on occasicons if
he wanted to ride in a white compartwent, he coulds never be
detected. He spent a lot of time in Mew Orleanse a lot of time in
St. Louisy; places like that. He really had a good time. It was
only when he was in his late forties and his early fiftiess wslle he
was really in his fifties, when he really began to save some money.
and he put some mongy in some trust funds ard stuff for uss but he
really indicated that he just simply enjoyed living. He loved
Vicksburg, he loved New Orleansy and he spent a lot of time there.
4nd, as I say, he loved women. He spent a lot of time and money on
them.

guty, when I was growing up in nigh school, and in

Interview number R-0546 from the Southern Oral History Program Collection (#4007) at The Southern Historical Collection,
The Louis Round\Wilson:Special-CollectionsiLibrary,{UNC-Chapel Hillr= of his tenants, one of
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barky and so0 I got 1

Wat X

bing political idsologies from my grandfather and Mre.

Howard. IT it had not been for my grandfather I'd probably have

because Howard had sood arcuments about tha

LN - o e - o - ) - -
serone a Republicans

world wars and the Democrats and wars, and FBepublicans gediing us
ot of warzs. You knowy it was that whole bit. Bui I really, az I

T

became politicized hack thens I mean late

because wmy grandfather zlwars envicsionead

even thene when we could not wotes he always talked about the

we could vote agsainy could run for public

e —

coming when

mean he always talksd about that in very concrete terms.

"Onz of you bove ought to be governor of Hississippi." I

He was a

real visionary. fnd I often sald to mysel{i, this guy dosen't know

what he's talking aboit. He was my granddad and I don't want to

call him a liar and tell him he doesn't know what he was talking

-+

bout. He real vicslonary 'cause he talkedy I mean when we

ware growing up; six or seven years old. "One day you bovs are

juste I didn't see it. *One day

going to be able to vote." I

you're going to be able to run for public office." 1 just did rot

envision that. He had more foresight than I ever had. @&nd he

talked about ity and that really helped to politicize us. He

preasched the value of being involved. He wanted us to be

independent. He pucshed that & whole lot. He preached it; education

Interview numpet. R- gm,the thern,Qral History;Program_Collection (#4007) at.The Southern Histo ical Collection,
The Louis Round Wh so%é@?é] Co éct%onislgirﬁaga'ry, Uf\l%:-éhapel Hill. 120 Ut IR RGUINEL

nobody can take away from you. He
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alwave preached that. That was one of his main themes. TGzt i
vour head; +thesy can't take 1t from your head. You got it." S0 whan

er graduating from elementary schools went off to high

-
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o
gy,
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schocl in Hernandos I had this high schosl principal, J. T. McCloun,

really preached indeeendence: who really preached involvemsnt in

A

solitics. I star ed to do public speaking in hishschogl. J.oV. had

I"l

and been influsnced by Benjamin Mays

ot
"l

agne Yo Tougaloos Horehouse

—

and Just simply belisved that you could do anythins in the world

n extension of wy Grandfather: the

s

that vou wanted to do. It was

&
ot
[}

whole argument about one day vou'll be able to run for president; I

L

mean it was that whole kind of motivational thing. And he wa 4

i

Ju

in

really big on sducation. He was really bias he would have the
chapel proarams twice per week on Mondays and Fridaye and if you had
an assignm2nt he would go through chapel grogram and just ask
quetions in general and esk pecple to respond. So I got to know
him when I was in ninth grade and he was asking about Central
fmericay, and I was naming the countries of Central fmericay and the
capitols of them. Then I remember about a month later he was asking
some questions about biology, about anatomy. And I responded and I
got to know him very well; sort of took me under his wings. I got

—

ingolved in a YMCA and the High-Y and the Tri-Y: and because of that

———————
—

—_—

high gchool_experience I was politicized. And you have to

understand now that I was in high school between ‘56 and '4Q. Sn

this was the beginning of the Civil Riaghts Eras the Montaomery Bus

———

foycotlt had started. And that was an ongoing process.

Interview number R-0546 fromTeSB/uthem Oral History Program Collection (#4007) at The Southern Historical Collection,
The Louis Round Wilson Special Collections Library, UNC-Chapel Hill.
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taniel: Yousall talked ab

Moliemarer  We talksed about ity I talked about it. We talked zbout

P i

it a2t zchool. In Tact several of ws talked about trving to getl
spomathiing started i Walle and wondering why nothing had oocurred in

L.

pMenphis and we weould talk to my mother about how we could join the

Freedom Riders. And she was just absolutely scared to death. My
—— m———_ T P——

arandfather didn't like it too much sithsr, bot his final analysis

was that, “Do what you have io do." But we talked about 1t. I

——— R —
r—

talked about it with my brother Eugsene Tregusntly, and with Ikes and
Wwith Johnny fAnthonys some of my classmates in high school.
When I was in highschools my cenior yeare I was president

of student council, and we led & boyoeoti, in high schooly of classss

—_ i e e S
because we thought we had 1oo many advicors on the student council.

We thought the food wes rotten; we didn't like some of the

teachers. And that bovcott in 1959 that we orchestrated in high

school: at the Delta Centsr High School in Hallsy; was based upons

- ——

————

was modeled after what was going on in the Civil Rights Movement.

fand I picked up my cues from reading newsparers, on how te do it

and how to organize it, and that kind of thimg. &nd went off to

college and got involved in boycotts my freshman yeary and was one

cf the leaders of a bovcott at Rust Collegej over tsacherss over

foods, over the segregated movie downtown that had black folk 3oing

upstairs and white folk downstairse and we boycottied the movie and
; |

eventually stopped goings; my freshman ysar. &nd we didr't return

until I was a senise in 1964 when they decided to integrate because
e ’
the buciness was fairly low after a point in time. 'Cause they had

Interview number R-0546 from the Southern Oral History Program Collecti
- » . ‘ ‘ | L .
The Louis Round Wilson SpeciaFCollections Library, rUaﬁfdh;;pneﬁ-lﬁﬁcﬂ%% PR ghdhe Srytte Historical Collecton
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induztrial Coliesesy and they made & lot of money off of

[

Missizsipp:
sy and the towns seorle and the people from Marshall Coonty, the
county whers Holly Serings is located.  But the sxperisnce in high
achools at Hernando Centrals in that Delts Centsery then coming to
Pust in 1950, the height of Civil Rights Movements starting 1954,

socomlng President of the MAACP college chapter at Rust., Then got

iater part of 1948 the Student Monviolent

Coordinating Cowmitles, and then become a fairly close associate of

Foh Moses. who l2d the 19448 Fresdom Summer Project in Mississippils

agot involved in that. T became wery active in woter registration,
public accomodations, demonstrations in HMississippi and other
places. But the basis really was Rust Collsaszy at that level,
because we had a president who believed in academic freedoms; who

rreached thats who believed it; who took a lot of abuse. Rust

College ic a United Methodist Church Schooly supported by the United

—
e —

—

Methodist Church. A number of the conferences in Mississippiy the
north Mississippi conferences stopped contributing money to the
college because some of us were involved in the Civil Rights
Movement, wvoter registration: public accomodations, voter education.

mn

[0

the full gamut of activities. We wers irvolved, and Rust was
oasis in north Missiscippl whers people could come &nd do that and
profess and do things without being penalized. The Methodist Church

did not like that. So Rust gave me the opportunity fo spread my

s

wingsy to inquirey to hE'OhE inquisitive, and to do these kinds of

things without being pernalizsd. Frem my experiznce at Rust with the

HAACP chapter, and wy involvewent with SHCC, and then from wy
Interview number R-0546 from the Southemn Oral History Program Collection (#4007) at The Southern Historical Collection,
The Louis Round.-Wilsan;Special;Gollections Library, UNC-Chapel Hill.
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got exposure. 1 iravelled here 1o Hashingions

TJ
sma
~
Wy

Howard University to & conference in Novsmber of 1743 sponscored by

James Foremany mei Frank Smiths who ¢ on city counss

her2 1n D.C. now. 1 met HMarien Barey whe 1s mayor of Washingtorn,

D.C. now;i I met Courtland Cox who is the asszistant to HMarion Barry

hers ip D.C.y I met Ivanhoe Donaldsons who was an assistant to
Marion Barry in D.C. I met just a number of pzople. I met John

Lewizs who was the executive zacrstary of SHNCC who's now on ths ity

w

council in Gtlanta. Georsia. Met Just a rumber of peopls. ALl of

cople. I wWwas 1mwres=ed with how articulats they

—

)

M

Iy thought I was up-to-date 5n world “Tfaira until I
ceme to the SNCC meeting at Howard. T was really iwpressed and
dazzled by the young men and women who were really on top of
politics and civil rights and international affairs in general. The

Rust and SNCC experience really served as a real foundation for

=
m
-

in my lifes as a paint of reference for what I do now. I'm not
zaying I live in the p&ast: but in terms of & measuring rody & guides
I rely upon my experiences then as a real frame of reference,
becauce that was really wmy introduction to rolitics in a very formal
kind of way, startings; of courses, with my Grandféthar and Mr. Howard
and those people in Walle. But going to Rust with the formal
education and then being a part of SNCC and being out in ths field
working in voter regictration and other areass it was a real
experiencs; a real eye-opsner, an enlightening eyperience that I
never shall forget. So it really forwed & basis of any kind of

Interview number R-0546 from the Southern Oral History Program Collection (#4007) at The Southern Historical Collection,
The Louis Round WijsontSpecialiCallectinngdibrary, UNC-ChapelHilbute so much of my



ctive on the worldy my frame of reference; *to =y expsrisnce in
the Civil Rights Movemsnt. I thougsht that was very good beceuss to
mg the Civil Righis Hovement was a grand @:psrimsnti.

the nation become one: it was a real fsst of what

=
9
T
m

sifort towm

dumocracy is supposed to be all about: and that test of democracy

was something that I experienced. It was something that I wasz &

1Y

part of . It was somsihing that I had & small impact upon, and it

Was a missicn. It was a Tulfillwent of kind of wissionary zsal

[a0)

that I have. Eric Hoffers 1in his books talked about the true

belisvery; and during the Ciwvil Rights Movement if thers wsre sver

L

true belisver, I was & true believer, going back azain to the 1950s,

[

argd believing in the impact of the Epouwd decizion; the impact of the
Civil Rights Movewment. A number of us thought that things would
change overnight, and they didn't changs overnight. It was rart of
being naive and it was also: of courses a part of being a irue
beliewer. I don't think I was unique in any kind of way. There
were aevgrﬁirother pecples hundreds of peorle, who believed in that
ideay that we could really bring about a real measure of change, and
opviously there waz some impact. At Rust and in SHCC it afforded me
an opportunity in 1964 to 3et involved in the Mississipri Frezsdom

i

Jemocratic Party that was a child of SNCC, that grew cut of the 1944

—
=
¥

reedom Summer Froject in Mississippi, the COFQ Prodect, which was a

part ofs in '54; the coming of age of Fanny Lou Hammers her

testimony at the [Demacratic National Conveniions her experience
rrior to ‘464 in Mississipris the way shs was beaten in Winonx in
af courcey, as you well know, she recounted that experience

. 125 and
Interview number R-§54§ ?rom the Southern Oral Hist i
: . . : ory Program Collection (#4007) at The Southern Hi tori i

The Louis Round Wilsen Special:Gallectigns Library, UNC-ChapeliHille srew up in Sunflower oo Colection,
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ol Fanny Low perceived the world. Even then, growing up in the
'20s in Mississipriy the 'E0s, Fanny Lou Hammer had an urge to be &
first ciass citizen. and a yearning deep in her hsarts; desp in her
breasts as che would say. It was something that she felt very
strongly abowt. Even back theny, in those yearss thers wers people

L.

who had this great vision of how Hissis«ippi could bey and Fanny Lou

—~

ho

]
B s]
21}
i
—~+
~C
P
=1

Hammer waz one of persons. The Fresdom Democrati

1
m

SHIC were the wehicles that she was able to utilize, because her
testimony at Atlantic City in 1964 had an impact upon the entire
nation. &he was able to, with that one single testimony: convince
and to persuade the lemccratic Party neve; to seat a ségregated
delegation from any state in the Union. She was akle to do that
because of her eloguence, because of her analytical mind and

presence of mind. She was able to do thats to convince people.

The influence of Fannie Lou Hammer upon mey when I first

met her in 19462 going to Dorcesters Georgias to a citizenship

————

education training workshop in Rorcester, south Georgias fairly

close to the South Carolina state line. Fannie Lou Hammer sang on

—

the bus from Clevelands Mississipris to Dorcesters Georgia. 3She

—_— e ee— e i——

sang, literally, all the way there and all the way back! And which
was the time, it was my introduction to Andrew Youngs who is now the
mayor of Atlanta, and Andrew's wife Jean, and Dorothy Cétton.
Dorothy Cotton wa§ a field persons, a S{aff person_;gr the Southern
Christian Leadership Conferences organization started by Martin

Luther King, Jr.y and Dorothy Cotton and Andrew Young and Jean and

14 ~

Interview number &;054 from the §gl_1trﬁg_ 0raLt|Etory Proglll']aml Eﬁllﬁggon (#4007) at The Southern Historical Collection,
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twen involved in the Civil Rights Meovement wavy, way before 4t was
vory popielar,  fmed Sseztima Clark was the person who was the

he was the coordinator: she was the

pes
oy
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headmistress of

director of the citizenship sducation tralning sassio
Dnrcestere Georgia.  Andrew Young worked for Sepiima Clark. I

really cournte agains going back to Rusty, but these kind of

]

211y halped

hey e

et

gyperiences as a part of my whole backgrounde and

(%

tt zhape my world view in a very real sense. But Fanny Lou Mammer,

T
who was unlettered in a formal way, but who hatd a big heart and
pelieved very strongly in democracy, wWas ane person that reslly
g

inTluenced me tremendously,. Because my notion always was that if
this womany who went to school on a limi%éd bazgis, and who was this
articulate, amd who was this visionary, and who was this bright -
if she could do this, at least I could do a fraction of what she was
doing: and what she stood for. &nd she stood for integrity and
opinciplesy and she was x person of quality. The life of Fannle Lou
Hammer; what I've besn sayingy it influenced 2 lot of peorle in the
Civil Rights Mowvemwent. It influenced we. 1 think she had & big

influsnce uvpon the country, because so wany wowens; black and white,

identifiaed with this poory sharecropper of a woman; unletisred, very

r——n

articulatey very dynamicy, very strong and courageous. She was a
role model for just so many peoplg. I thinks clearlys without a
question, she made a difference in this country and made &

difference in the Civil Rights Movement. It'sz important, from my

rerspactive, to docuwent what she didy becauss then she can also

Interview numbér%%%ﬁ% ar|tg'r|c§pijt-ﬁati%-| | Fistory Program Gelecior e0om o e oot 1
s rom the Southern Oral History Program Collection (#4007) at The Southern Historical Collecti
. ) . ; on,
The Louis Roung Wilsor ,§p9§|§5§9ll9qtl__gqs Libr ry, UNC-ChapelHille yet urborn. I the word
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iz gotten oute and the word is in erint. in & visual way poaople can

ses What she meanty what she siood for. and what she was able to

Gapiels Yhen vou were with her though, vour felt like s

x spacial presence,. I mean she was obviously an unusual woman. R

Molemope: Well; vou Know as well as I do that when you were in &
room with hers; or when you saw hers thers was a glow about here.
there wae a special something about her that it was evident that she
was just not erdinary in the cense of bging ordinary, that shs was

zxtraordinary. UWhen she opened her mouth to speak or to sing, it

m

wag uery clear that she was gifted in & very special way. My

grandfather would probably characterize it that she was touched in a

special way by Gods because this was a kind of divine gift that all
ﬁ\’\

of us are net endowed with. It's no reflection on uss that some of

us were just simply not weant to be Fanny Lou Hammers! It's no

4]

he was fortunate to have

n

weakness, 1t's rnothing except to say that
those taiénts and was even mere fertunate to have the-senae of
presence and be able to wtilize those talents. Because
Hammer came to the Civil Rights Mevement at an old age of
forty-four. She was running around the country ;ith all ef us who
were twenty and twenty-two and nineteen and twenty-three or
twenty-four, and she was the mether, but she blended in in a
magnificent way. There was really not the gensrational gap at all.

Fanny Lou Hammer was this perzon who had this mission te fuliill.

) and for that moment, shining mement, that she was involved in the
Interview number R-0546 from the Southem Oral History Program Collection (#4007) at The Southern Historical Collection,

The Louis Round Wilsop Special:GRllegtions Library, UNC-Chapel Hill. this carth, she was very
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ws,  Borause lisisning to her and reading

ecpacially listening to her tali about heing & sharecroppers the
time keepar on the W. D, Marlows Plantation in Sunflowse Tountys

Migsissippi, was an expsrience. UOn the plantation she was the

(i}

timekesrer and a sharecroppery and a timmkescer's position is a
o}

fairly imesrtant eosition within the contezt of a antation

society. She was keeping thne books Tor the slactation owner. She

was respected by the sharecropper's on the plantation., They would
.

come to her for advice. When their kids ot zick she would

negotiate getting them to the hospital or to the Doctor. Hhsn

h

3
N

()

i

somaane Was jalled on a Ssturday night she was the person
intervened with the rlantation ownsr and got the person out of Jails

was a leader already. It was net liks: in &2 when she

[hi}

0 sh

emerged on the scenes that she wag an unkrown guantity in certain
quarters. Feople on the plantation in Sunflowsr County, con the
Marlowe places knew about Fannie Lou Hammer. They knew her
leaders hlp capabilitiss., Soy, to them, it was no surprise. But to
all of us who did not know Fannie Lou Hammer,; never heard of Fannie
Lou Hammery she was a phenominal person that emerged out of the
s0il. But she'd been leadina people for twenty years. She'd been
in charge. She'd been keseping time! She'd been giving people a
little freedom here and there.

The guy who owned the place, Marlowe, had a weighted pea,
when she weighed the cotton. His pea was weighted, so they wouldn't
detl the same value for the cottiony, because his rea that weighed the

017
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She'd put ner own nolloweo dut pea thnz 25 not weightedy she would
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dsE her own pea uniil he came around. S0 she was giving peosls their
truge value for the true measure of work. Butl HMarlows didn'f kn
that., I mean she was doing these kinds of things vears ago.  Ghe
waz looked upon by the plantation peseie as being a leaders a
aspokesperson for thswm. 50 she had developsd her leadership skills

JUn— - .
on this plantation ard in the church; in the Baptist Church. When

oot
S

we woulild be all exciisd about the phenominal Fannds - Lou Hammer,
certain of our townsfolk would says. "Fannis Lou Hammer's besn like
thiz &ll the timz." She was Jjust not dealing with Civil Rightse wer
s, Borause she would ask Harlowe about why people ireated sach
other so differently, blacik and white, and she would 15% him why

was doing.

"If you don't take your name off of thes books

to war to fight and

You Knoiss

came back and couldn't bs first

che messed with him. Shs knew what she

When the opportunity came in the form of HMarlcowe saying

in Indianolas because

szt had gone down to register to vote in Indanola with soms other

people from Ruleville on this bus owned by this mane a yellow bus

that had been used to haul seasonal workers
fruity W. D. HMarlowe the III teld her if she didn't

off of the books she had to leave the plantation.

b.

for you.

off your plantationy vyou sut me off.”

night, and

"Fa Parry,

q,.

Interview number?t 5 § from t%e
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hat &

Sout

Marlowe the III,

I went to resister for me.

she leaft.

staved and

i

Gpllegtions

down to Florida to pick

take her name
And she told W.

she saidy "I did not go to Indianola to register

And 1if you are going to put me
And she was put off that

And her husband Perry. Hammers better know as

had to leave come wesks later But har mind

e was not going to stay on that plantaticon
ern Oral History Program Collection (#4007) at The Southern Historical Collection,

Library, UNC-Chapel Hill.+ waz important to her.
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Then he just zimply didn't realize yhat he was doing by put
aff; ‘cause be did her a favor and did the country a favor. He put

g her wisdom and talent wiih the
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sntire country and the stale of Missisziecpi. S0 1t was & Dlessing

Daniel: How did she zet tapped to go o Atlantic City? UWho hiad
that siroke of zenius?

Mol smoret Primarily it was the .~k of Bob Moses, Charlecs Molouren,
Ll 2 i J8 S v 3 1L es - SRR
Mol emored  Primarily 11 was the werk of Bob Moses, Charles Mclauren

U}

pecple who were involved in SKRCC,  When she went to‘regiater 10
votes a.couple of niahts they held a mass rally in Ruleville,
Missizsippl, her home towns and shs was ﬁﬁﬁtie% there by James
Foraman of SNCT. and by Andrsw Young of SﬁLC; and they saw her,
Charles Mchauren, a young collsoe kid from Jacksons droppsd ou
Tougaloo Collegey came to the Delta to work for SNCC, saw hery heard
her singy heard her testify and they saidy, "0Oh. this woman is
cowsrful." Because when she moved from the plantation they shot
into ths home of soms folks she was living with, and it so happsns
that the night they fired into the woman's houses, she was not in the
place and did not get shot. Go they recomended that she so up to
Tallahachee county anc she left Sunflower and went to Tallahachee
County to live with some friends and relatives for awhile until the
thing gdied down, cooled off, and come back. What happened was that
she went to South Carolina to a voter resistration citizenship
education workshopy, and own her way back stoppad in Winona,

Mississippily Montgowery County, the county of her birth, and tried

InteNiew number &0548} fmm,th’e:sodthy . J £fam bl o e . . 3 o
. erm*OrafHistory Pr ’ Sy WA oWp in Jail and
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o5s the countiry beard that fesiimony, and
and all the Tolk who were working with the Fresdom Summer said
"Fanniz Lou Hammer has to go." Then che becawms one of the Freesdom
Qingers; toos so ghe had to g9o. She had told that testimony all
acrose the country in different places —- how che was beaten, and
how the other folk were beatern, and folk who heard the testimony
were simply moved by 1t Fannie Lou was the principal witness at
the Democratic National Conveniion b&fcre the credentials
committes. Uhen they heard it they were just simply astounded and

impressed,.  This woman just overwhelmed them. Bab Mosecs and cther

folk who were involved in the Freedom Summer and had Fannie Lou
e
T

n’:

Hammer, and faron Heney and people like that, and Victoria Jacks
Grev, who hed run for public offices had these people acs the

11lys a stroke of

Tt
£

princimal witnesses. It was on Bob Moses party r
genius.

Daniel: find you were there?

Mcl.emore: fAnd I was there. In facty I was right there no more than =
five feet”f;om her as she testified before the credentials

committes., I had heard her testimony, I guess by that times four or

five timesy and I cried. Every time I heard it I cried. 5he was

Just that overwhelming. She was just that dynamié. It was amazing,
Pete, on the credentials committee you had white men and white women
crying 1ikelbabies as she described the cond@tions in Mississippi,

how she was beaten.in Winona by the black trusteess in thes jail,; who

were forced to beat her by the sheriff, county shefiff; and told the

trustees, "If you don't beat her you know what we're going to do to

Interview number.R-0546 fr e wouytherr. History Program C fion, (#4007).at Th utheynHistorical Collection,
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romvinged that there was zomething wrong in Mississiepls thal this

woman clearly wags ot making this up.

Oaniel: And that was Jjuxtapousd against this guve, what was his

names Collinse that was tryina to Justify the whole thing?

Holemorer E. K. Dpllins, Trowm Hiczissipri; he was a2 stiats senator.

who was trving to Justify it: but who turped out to be one of ths
»

more decent people in the Mississippi delegation. He was one of the

four or.five pecple that did not walk out ance the Camocratic Party

[

tesy AR

L]
i

i

zaid, "What we'll do is seat two of ymﬁr meEmbers as dEiEL
the rest of the delegation as honored gueﬁ ss" and when the party
decided to do that, the Mississipril delegation simply walked out,
and Senator Collins was one of three or four pesople that decided to
stay Trom the Mississipri delegation.

Daniel: But he was the one that testified justifying voter
reaistration?
icLemorz:  Ohe he was one of +the ones thet testified that justified
the Mississippi way of life.

Daniel: Well, I remember seeing that. and it was just so
pathetic. He was really a pathetic character, because he couldn't
defend ity and he just, vou could see him wilt b=fore the
questions. Maybe he never thought about, befores what it really
meant. I think, at that time, he just wasn't getting anywhere.
Mclemore: This past summer he told & crew from CBS that it clearly

was a mistake on his part, and the part of Mississippiy, that he
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to tall abouty or would telk aboutls becauses so many Tolk who weps
part of that same delegation refused to talk to the CBS news

peaple.  But he was saying that it was Just a blot on Mississippil
history, and he was not proud of it. But this was in retrogpect.
You knows hindsight is 20/20.

Danial: Wrll there are a lot of guesztions about, when vou zay
this Mississippl white delegation walked cut,y it's almost like riaht
there you can see this raciswm of white Mississippians going over 1o
the Republican Farty. QOver a time pariod vou car see that that
becomes one of the main issues that revives the Republican Party,
and that as they move overy blacke and working class whites and
whatever move over intg the Democratic Pariy. How do you see that?
Do vou cee that move from the old line Democrats that excluded fhe
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party over to Republicanism?

Les: Well; the supreme irony is that not only did that serve
as an impetus, that is, the conflict between the regular Democratic
Party and the Freedom Dewmocratic Partyy the irony ie that zo wmany of
the whites, working class and etherwise, moved to the éepublican
Partyy if not formally but in idecloays; in terms of world view. OF
course nowsy the average working class white person in Mississippi
would say, "Yes, I am a Democrat." But he or ghe’will vote for
Democrats on a local and state level, but vote for a Republican on &
national level. And it's a question of ideoclogy. I think,
pssentially, what developed was that it was the opening round in the
development and maturation of the republican party in 1964. wecauze

a number of those people who were state levislatarss and just

Interview nu R-954 S i Collegti rn Historical Collection,
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national level., OF course theic araument wes that the Demdcratic
Party had abandoned the ideas and princirals of the Dewocratic

et
Party, and that they Jjust couldn't imagine thal Mississippl would go
along with the policies and principles of the pational Deswocratic
Farty, becavse they were southern Democrals, and that caused a lot
of conflict.
Daniel: And the issue was race.
Moclemore!  And the issue was race. That's rdight, the issus uas

”

race. The primary issue was racey as a threads as a thewe
throughouty and they simply did not want o dexl with anyihing
beyond the fact that they were responsible, they were accountable,
that they were in charge,. There was no rabm in their sphere of
things. There uaé ne reom for inclusion of blacks or women or
anybody that was not white and male. So that dealiy in one sense,; &
serious blow to the Democratic Partys but it was really the makings
and baginnings of a kind of Republicarn Farty in Mississippis and you
can eee it twenty years later. The irony is thal whal haspensd in
Atlantic City, New Jerseys, in 1%64, can be recounted in different
kinde of ways in San Francisco in 1984, because there weres some
parallels. The FDP came on the scene twenty yzars ago and Jessie
Jackson came on the scene twenty yeares later making some of the same
kinds of dqmands. In one senser the FDP was savying, "We want the
right to participate in national and state party affairz.” Jessie
Jackson comes back twenty vears later and saysy "Yesy we are still
agking for the right to particieate on different levelé in party
affairs.” So the more things change the more they remain the sams
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Missizssipple kind of a testimonye and that really got wme involved in
the Civil Rights Movement in 2 very concrete wavs an institutional
kind of way. It also gave mey agains a kind of difierent
cerspective on the world. Got a chance to travel around zome, wmeet
procley, and 9ot a notion about what we had to do in order to bring
about some changeé. 'My involvement with SHCC was at a kind of
peripheral levels but I was involved in voter registrations voter

education, public accomodationss FOF. I was slected vice chairman

of the FOF at the first meeting in Qprll of 1943, and was still a

LOllEQE StudLnt S th;tmugs & Plnd of heady @xperience for me., and
enjoyed it, but of course I had been a part of SNCC prior to that
point im time. It taught me the resl valué of hard work: integrity
and principles: and being honest. 6z I matured; I really reazlized,
eventuallys that things were not goimg to turn around overnight.
But it took me awhile. Frankly speaking, it took me a good while to
realize that. But when I was going through. Fetes when I was going
through that experience, it was just simply remarkable to me.

Because I had nevers ewver had that kind of meaningful contact with

e

white peohigiw;nd this wasy as I saw ity genuine, and it clearly Was
o

géﬁﬁine~c0ntact. We all meant well. We all were trying to change

the world, overnights and thought we could. But then if you aren't

idealistic like that you never will make any change. If I had been

as cynical as I am nows I wouldn‘t have done anything! I was too

voung and too green and did not have the kind of exposure to make me

cynical

Caniel: Were most of the people you were With about that way too?

ber R-0546 from the Southern Qral Hi Progra Hmm 007) at The Sputh mHﬂmmwwEMn
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=al difference. stood z very good chance of having an impact opon

IR

Melemore:r  Yesy but cbviously we thought we were goi to have wore

il_'

than we had. We fiagured we would wips out racism once and for alil.
Daniel: Did you ever zet into any positions down there, or
anywhere, that you felt was real dangerous: or that there might be
some viclence? Did you see any?

McLemore: I surely did! When I was & Junior in college at Rusts I

e

WS the PTlﬁLlPdl person in F&rChdll Luunty~ at that time, 1?68 53;

for voter registration dnd EdUCdtlDﬂa and the county sheriff. flic&

© e ———

~

Gsh, tGld‘SEQ;Fal people if I QgggghL ary more folk down therw 1o
register toc vote, this gray headed boy wis going to shoot me. That
caused me some trepidations but when he said that; in order to try
to see whether or not he was for real or he was playing with me; I
gzt a carload of peorle and took them down to the county courthouse,
in the daytime: of course, and Flick Ash called me into his office
and inquiged about me. Now he knew everything about mé, He Knew
that I was at Rust and all that kind of stuff. He had called the
President. He knew who I was and called me into his office. I was
out there, "Who are you and where are you from®" ’I told him wmy
name, where I was froms, DeSoto County, Mississippi, county over. I
was really fearful, because my mother was very much concerned about
mes about my health. So I called her that night and told her that

the county csheriff had called me in and be mindful, be careful,

shouldn't have done it. I scared her to death. She thought

Interview nymbey - 546 from.the hern O st llection ( at The Southern Historical Collection,
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her.,  That really never occurred, bDut I was Tearfuls: net so muchs

well: for myself toos but I was much mere fearful for my wmother and

——em mrpm—— -

ad way theres

at
C‘“

my familys because I figured I'd gotten them into a

but nothing habFEWEd to them.

Then I was in Greenville; Missiszigppis & courple of times

when scome people shui into the FP edow Mouse. Then I went to Ole

of

Miss, just aftezr Jamss Meredith had graduated., with a grour o

students from Rusts; to hear Howard K. Smith speak in the lvceunm
.

building at 0le Miss. This had been arranged by csome white students

at Ole Missz; to get us on campugs and &5 we entersd fhe building,

surprounded by all these white students; rebel yells and Ldthllbf

L —

and niggers and all and we sat thruugh thc Houdrd K. Smith speuxh,

et e

and he tried fo smooth it over and tried to talk ¢ |mui tolerance and
understanding. On our way out of there I didn't know what was going
to happen to us. He wagted until everybody got out, and as we
walked out of the buildingy on both sidss of the sidewalk were
twenty or thirty burly policemen all dressed in blues white and all

red around their necks and big and bsefy. I had nevers ever in my

life been so gldd to ceg come rednecks southern éheriffs! It was

the most welcome sight! I think I was most fearful at that time.
than at any point in my life.
I was fearful when I went to vote for the first times in

Wallss in thL sering of 1942. I had my sister to stand by the

—

p————

ulnduw to watch me, gave her the FEBI. number. SNCC worksrs called
the FBI in #Hashingtony called the FBY in Jackson, called the FEI in

Memphis; to tell thsm that I was going to wote that day in Walls.

Interview n %1 I.R-0546 f c[:m the Southern O stor_'y Prq E jrec;tlon\ (#4007) at Th de Southefn Historic | Collection,
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walked frowm my mother's house down the rcag to wots: for abouts

guessy a fourth of a mile. & couple of blocks or so. Halksd intc

the old post of fif® where we were woling, poling man said, my

11

nickname in Walls i¢ Brothere he said "Come on in Brother and

1}

vote. So I came right in and voted. Walked right out. &nd my

grandmothery who worked for himy right next door there: nothing ever

puy
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appened. But the night before I had ssrious

happeneds & friend of mine drove me over from Fust, in Holly

Sriringsy at the home, dropped me off and came back to pick me up. I

At}

voted and that was 1t. But im my own mind, I thought it was going
te be & major event, but it was uneventful. So the experience at
Ole Miss was "the one that I realized.

I wae in Clarkedale in that church where Mariin Luther
{ing spoke in 19623. Thé police;;n were riding on the outside and

the townspeople were all up in armse but I didn't know about that as

much. I was in the church and 1 was inspired by King; so if he'd

e

have told us to walk out and siop bullets with ou

——,

R Héndsg I'd have

——————

prabably tried to do that. But I didn't have any idea, and it was

later on that I learned the gravity of the situation. I lived and
slept in some places like south Mississippi and the Deltas in the

Freedom Housess that I had some serious questions about. I was

there with other peopie, s0 You sort ofy in those davyss and of

il

course now toos you pick up a bit of bravery because of the numbers
and the peorle surrounding you. RAnd I think that happened to me.

But it was, occasionallys 1t was frightening.

Interview number R-0546 from the Southern Oral History Program Collection (#4007) at The Southern Historical Collection,
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Caniel: It spunded frightening fTrom the perspeciive of loo
it on the newes and reading about 1t. I mean 1t still does. Did vou
feel like the sumner of ‘&4 was a rsal specia
realize that this was going to be the summer to look back one I
means 1t was historicallly important.
Mciemore: I really did. I realized that 1t was going to be
impogrtant, well from ithe standpoint of all those people coming into
the cstate to work on voter regigstration and these kind of things.
-
But also from the starndpoint of when the FOF was formed in Gpril of
64, and a challenge was mounteds was undertakeny to challsnge the
reaular Democratic Party of Missiccipris, 1 realized then that we .
were into some heady stuffy because. we WE“é taliing about going to
Atlantic Citys Hew Jersey. We were talking about being on national
television. We were talking about having & national forum. and we
hadn't tiad that kind of national forum before; and all those
grassroots pecple involved from different places and different
counties of Missiscippi. We were selecting the delegates: and the
SHCC peopley we met in the parsonage of Reverand Johnsons Slan
Jobnsons who rastored the Pearl Strest United Methodist Church in
Jackeons in April of '464s and sowme poople were trying 1o tell me
thaty well since you're geing to New Jersey already. See I had been

werking thelsummer, July of '64s I had been working in Atlantic City

already as a part of the FDP advance teamy as & part of the FDP

-

gtaff. 5o had been driving from D.C. to Msw Jersey by myeelf.

Twenty three years nld then;y; first timesy second time cut of

1553 pahofor 3oy ey eliRYaFRisteF) ProghaMeColttdioR (w4601t TieBouthern Historical Collection,
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4, I wanted toc be a delegate. 1 just didn't want to

90 as & bh“C fleld pekgun. I want=d to go azs a delegate. And since

I had been elected vice chair of the party, I wanted to go as =
delegate, 'cause I understood that it was important to be & delesate
in 'é64. It was important to be a FOF delegate. Sc the gravity of
it was very clear to me. Heyy I saidy this is making history. And
I want to be & part of this history. So I understood that. 1
understood that it was an important moment. And I realized thats
and I tried to take advantage of it. So I tried to go to all of
those caucuses and &1l of those mestings where they were having with
the politicians to try and work out the compromise. I was in a lot
of those sessions because I understood thﬂt those sessicns, you
¥noWs I was in mestings with Cawscn from Chicago and dartin Luthse
Kings and Bayard Rustiny and all these people when they was trying
to get us to compromise. And we was saying "Nos noy no. No way."
Ve wanted the seates or nothing else. We wanted to be the legitimate
delegatlunv as we used the term then, and nothing else. And 1
understood the impart of that and wanted to be a part gf ity so I

could get some sense of what was going on. Plus, you knows I Was

T e

vice chair of the party. Twenty-three years olds; I means you're not
_— T T — " 4

politically Siphisticated;-but Fannie Lou Hammer was vice chair of
the delegation, Raron Henry was chair of the delegation, and Bob
Hoses was our great leader, unrecognized, not officiall;. But he
was the leader. The whole effort. So I wanted to be a part of

that. I remsmber riding in the car with Ralph Absrnathy and Hartin

b
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prerspectives the grassroots perspective., S0 that was 2

Ty

grperience Tor me. somsthing, obwiouslyy T'11 never forgeit as lono
as I live. It was a real experience.
ders of

at 1es

Daniel: Nowwe with all that ezperience with the

A
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T
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the nation, you went off to graduate school in the northy but then
vou went back to Missiscippis and that leads into, the bigger
questions why are Missicsipeians so proud of Hiceissipplie and reigrn

and have thiz dedication to it?

L4

Holemorel  Wells I thinks primarily because there is this real
nationalistic spirit in Mississippis and that's an outgrowth of the

kind of percecution complex that Mississippians have. If you will.

& kind of infericrity complex, because we'we been told we are number
fifty in every catégory yaou can think of. Because of & large number
of black people in the Population, so a kind of racism that's very
thicks & kind of racism that divided the races. But on the other
hands we work togethers on an umequal basis, not a peer
relationshipy but an unegual relationship. And peoplie got to know
gach other in formal ways and informal ways. And then I think so
many of us have this tunnel vision that says, "Mississippi is not as
bad as people perceive it is." Sc the average Mississippians white
or blacks in most guarterss when they will admit they are from
Missiscippiy when Mississippi is being dumped upons will defend
Mississippi. And the irony is to have the sons and daughters of
these Mississippians defending Mississippl together. Because, I

grew Up in a segregated way of life, and they did too. But whitee

were priQElegedy and I was not privileged. But we will end up
Interview number R-0546-frefrrthe Southern Osel History Program Collection (#4007)at¥he Southern Historical Collection,
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undesrstood each other.” It's anm dirony. Y don't really know the
real answer to its except the guesses and my own perceptions of it

but it's a part of that feeling because we belisve so strongly that

aren't as bad as people say we ares but alen part oY it is based

[14]
Lo

;
L

s

on hope and based on potential. From my perspective we have such
grreat potentialy because of the large number of black pesple and
because white folk and black folk have been working =t least in
reasonabile proximity over the yearss; that there's soms hope that we
can eventually get it together. And then on the other hand it's
jusi cheer hope that if you live that close to peorle you got to
like some things about them. @And if you buy the whole bit about

democracy and participations you have toc believe in that. Bo it!

"

a
combination of factors. But you are correct. To note the kind of
fierce ioyalty and natonalism is there. And it is perhaps unlike.

Becatse clearly I had choices before I went back to Mississipri to

-

wark, 1 didn't have 1o go back to Mississipri. But it's something

-+

I wanted to do because of that fierce nationalism and that fiserce

loyalty.

END
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