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(Anne) Because we' ll have a chance to talk about the convention 

.. •. town. Let' a go Into SNCC being opposed to the summer project and 

that whole thlng. 1 think that' s very Important. 

(AI) Well, SNCC , It ls unfair to say they were opposed to 

the summer project as such, just as unfair to say that Charlie evers 

was, but the question of what the summer project should be became 

very compiCated when they were opposed to some of the ideas of what 

the summer project should be was sufficient, and this waa M sstssippl 

SNCC s taff not a\tlBDta, but they were opposed sufficiently, sufflclf"ntly 

opposed so that they uh held meeting after meet ing about It, they uh 

and Bob was very much for lt and tried very hard to persu!We them to 
,..h-. RW'" li-

go along, and used his enormous per sonal prestige and to 

try and get them to accept the summer project, opposition had 

par) out of a fall project uh, part of It was the simple human fact 

that here were kids who had been risking their Uvea ln Miss. for a long 

t !.me and nobody even noticed lr, l mean the WI [te people who came down and 

t l!tiKKX there was publicity. It would have taken an angel not to have resented 

that 1fhls was unfair and the whites were rea llzlng glamour for a one week 

trip to Mississippi and they had been there for Je ars and nobli'Y cared. 

There was a lot of whelling up of deep feelinp that the whole Jfl1t]C.'< injustice 

n American society aimed at these people who'd come down very briefly 
tralnlng &. 

and because of their and stuff bad been able to tok:e 

positions of considerable Lmport very quickly and some of the SNCC people 

worried that they «would n't be the town or project coordinator 
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or something because some white person with more skills would appear on the 

scenes, so there was that. There were tenslollB over white people leaving 

When they were arrested , not bearing the brunt of tbe puhishment1 that 

local Negroes would bear, although these very often were very unfair 

complaints, that was In fa.ct not really tbe way it was, and many places, 

It was the Negro commuolty uh , deeply trusted and wanted the white people 

to be there felt reinforced and strengbtened by the presence, even when 

they knew they would be there briefly . The SNCc interpretation of this very 

often suited their own personal resentments as co-worclrers. 50 that you 

had because of SNCC' s tendBncles to think It spoke for MississipPI Negroes 

and their own personal resentment at having the white person there appear 

and seem to try to take over they would auribute tension to the commuolty 
-' 

Negroes which l thin.lc was very untrue. It the white people who came down 

In the fall and even the next summer when there were ~ many more of them & 

generalizations were difficult they by and large related very well to the 

Negro community and by and large left a very deep , emotlorftle wlth Negroes 

"'' that helped thewblte people to gro\Wand also as well as to make Negro people 

feel less isolated. Now there were then strains within SNCC that were 

Black Nationalist, people dido/t like the fact that there was a growing bond 

~X between black and white In some of these areas, for that very reason 

resented the tie that was developing in the community. They dldn/t 

ar~ulste It quite that aNay In public. But all these factors, there were alot 

of factors that led to their ub resentments, personal , policy, theoretical, 

pracucal, certainly true but ub, SNCC as well as whHe students had 

a tend~y as the NAA used ro say of not st11ylng IK in a crommunlty uh 
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which bothered even Bob1 Bob was very trou{Jled about getting people to 

exp08e themselves to retribution by voting in the freedom vote and then there 

not being any workers 1n the town to help them to stand what retrlb utlon would 

cO«<e. So the question of how, see that's another thing that the freedom 

election In the fall. Ia tlat it really wap'i!'t run in an awful lot of counties. 

That was a result of another very difficult division within COFO as to what 

kind of a thing it could do~ Jnd the compromise arrived at, after a great 

deal of discussion and argument was that we sent letters out to all the 

Negroes we could get oo all the lists of things like professional groups, 

church groups , rtJAA chapters and so fourth all over the state, asking them 

to mall in the freedom votes by mail . We sent out may 25. 50 thousand 

letters asking them to mall ~ answers back to Jackson , and they 

didn't have to sign the bal19.t, they just had to mall It in, uh, so that 

theoretically we did cover parts of the state that weren' t covered by the 

campaign . But the campaign Itself was limited in terms of the counties 

we even went to I Tartly as a result of Bob's decsslon that he didn't want 

to go lnto places where tle couldn't leave workers to help tb1ocaJ community. 

So that was another factor you see, In some of the communities that were 

om~(ed from the campaign, were communities were NAA had or thought 

it had very strong chapters. fnd never could understand why It was that 

they weren't permitted and encouraged to ask to be part of the freedom 

vote you see. Then, the NAA sdtduled Its state convention for Bilcml right 

before the freedom vote, I mean It had scheduled it months before, but It 

held it. well of course the notion that N.A A could IJJ ve a state convention 

with several hind red Negroes, a thousJand present right on the eve of 

this, pulling them away from the communities were they should have been 
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working, would in any normal campaign been unthinkable, but In this campaign 

uh, NAA bad no reason not to do It !n a smse because nobody bad Included 

these people • And, 80 when EOFO. 

(Anne) 

(AI) 

8Ven though they were all 8 part of COFO, I don' t understand that. 

Cause SNCC was really sort of running the operation and their 

attitude about it was 

(Anne) Do you have a cigarette 1 can borrow from you 

(Al) Aaron was In tills very tightrope posltlon of not being able to 

alienate SNCC which he had the bulk of his full time workers were SNCC 

and so he and 1 both spoke at that convention at BJloxi and we both spoke 
censer 

atxX for the freedom vote, ~ and nobody tried to ~ 1t • we rra de 

empassloned appeals for everybody to work for tbe freedom ticket and 

everybody cheered, 1 mean the convention was clearly for the freedom ticket. 

So that It wa~~n't that the freedom ticket was rejected by the NAA convention 

it was simply that the timing of It produced resentment. A lot of COFO type 

people , SNCC people would say you can see how Interested they are ln the 

election, they're going pulling all their people away from the communities 

down to Biloxi right whep we need them, but of course, they hadn't tried 

to Integrate them in the campaign structure partly out of fear that they would 

conservative forces would take over the party and would make it an image 

of sort of the establishment !dod of Negro, tbe Uncle Tom kind of Negro 

and so on. So that , you see, even ln Mlsalss \ppi, even the Uncle Toms 

were for the freedom party t"fos important to understand, l mean that 

anyone you cal an uncle tom and therefore the fight wttbin that structure to 

control the freedom party was something of great Importance to SNCC. 

And they didn't waru great number of the middle class so called conservative 
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Negroes Involved very deeply for those reasons. So It was, what I'm trying 

to say In balance It fed It both ways , you had the,onventlon in Biloxi. Certainly 

It It was going to be held right before tbe freedom vote and in a normal 

campaign It should have been a rally for the freedom vote , should have been 

a place where organl.zatlon!f' was done, people were set up to take care 

of certain prec¢ints , ballot boxes, extend the campaign ln the community, 

Wu that lclnd of thing depended on SNCC, on OOFO through SNCC using 

tbls relationship of NAA to COPO to try to develop that. And they wren' t 

prepared for that and many of them would m ve lee n opposed to that)(> 

fn the other hand the O<:lGCX emotional fervor for Aaron and Ed at 

the Biloxi convention was very strong and everybody there who bad any 

connection to it supported the freedom ticket. But that held down the 

votes. It held down the total number of Negroes who were Involved. 

!nd uh, produced deep re~sentments both ways for the reasons you can see. 

(Anne) When was the big, uh, 'big diacu$on you had about Whtber or not 

to have the summer project. (with SNCC people) 

(Al) j was held for months. I remember 

(Anne) I understand there were a series of meetings In jan. and Feb. 

s mall meetings. Who took pan in them? 

(AI) There 111ere meetings everywhere. 1 mean there wer e meetings 

in Jackson. Atlanta, you know. The big decision to have the summe~roject 

officially was made, I can check not-es to get the date, but Feb. In lacl<.son, 

.Ji was called the COFO meeting which everybody but you see before then , 

t he SNCC s taff had agreed to It, so at the COFOmeeting which agreed on 

the summer project there wasn' t any floor fight about It, the problem tllat 
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would have brought ahout who votes, it was all a~eed to before that, and that 

rally, meeting was more or less of a rally . Trying to get people primed 

for it. Uh, who spoke at that meeting:? Well, Aaron presided, Bob spoke, 

Dave Dennis. I think, for CORE, I made 'i speech about warning people that 

they were going to have retribution. Cause that seemed to be an important 

thing that people should be reminded , that is to say not the staff workers but 

the conmunity that was present at the ..•.... meetin~. There were several 

hundred Negroes from around the state there you see, through their ties 

to the Negro organiZations which were participating in COFO and since 

they were gotng to have to house people , cooperate wtth them, they really 

had to be warned of the price they were golng to pay~ Also give them the 

feel1 b[t tim this would have results, lt wouldn't 1::-e a repltltlon of payln~r 

price for nothing happening. This could open things up . A.ll of that, but that 

was really what the meeting was all about was dectded on the summer project, 

It wasn' t a debated close decision, it was a situation where the decision 

bad 1:-een made by everybody separately In their own rneetin!!'S and then 

COF0 radl!ied It and had the strategy rally, discusslng everyboclles, you 
>lho would 

know getting people to volunteer, ~rganlze homes ~X m &llvar County 

or where ever It was you see In each county area volunteer people. Then after 

that meeting we had a smaller meetinR' in a cafe ln whlcb we discussed 

who wculd be enchsrge of which spedlfk projects or area of projects for the 

summer. 'Utd uh, the business of my dolng recrultlng, someone tc else trying 

to get money, although these all overlap, but bnslc areas sort of to start from. 
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were sketched in and worlced out mat day after the cnpo meet mg. H~ 

t•ve got to go. 
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