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you bad, I thlnlc, ln December and then you bad one every month fairly regularly 

for all the way lnto the Mlsslaalppl Delta Project. You began to puU two hun­

dred, three hundred, four hun.dred people from around the scare to this meeting 

where they talked about programs, where tbey exchanged with the ataff, wbere 

they could get a sense of the development of themselves as a Mississippi Move-

ment, where they got some Identify. The people who wanted to work ln the 

atate and from dlfferent groupe baa a chance ro meet other people and have 

an . . . So the National Council h ot Churches met with people In this frame-

work. They met people at the BBsembly aDd our ot that they developed their 

Mlululppl Project. Tbe lawyers groups that ctme down could ldentlfy 

with thls as a movement, Mississippi M vement lclnd ot this as opposed to 

s1mply to worldng for s smgle organization. 

That continued through the winter. Within the staff there waa a hugh 

debate which raged about wbether or not they should bave s summer project, 

w bether or not they should open up the state !or volunteers to come In, wlllcb 

went on;1 gatn Highlander held a workshop In Mlsalsalppl this tlme, In 

Greenville, In early December, right after the campaign WBB over, or late 

November-•nd the staff gathered and discussed what the wuvw•K pros and 

mna were ot that campaign, ot the students coming down and at chat time we 

f1rat began having the xttua discussion about the Negrocwhlte •r*"' question 

all ot that. Thal debate and dlacuasion was carded through a aeries of staff 

meetings Ol'l Into the end of January when there WBB some decision or 
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, agreement that we should have a summer proJect and that we should ha~ 

students come down. 

(Anne) What were some of the arguments ..• ? 

(Moses) Your argument revolved around question of what doea It take 

to open up Mississippi, what kind of forces did you have to bring to bear on 

Mlsaisslppl;. what the relatioi!Jiblp of Mississippi was to the country and 

bow could you get out the facts about Mlsslltslppl to the country because 

obviously, the students brought with them part of the country and so the 

whole focus, like a searchlight as they carne they brought a searchlight 

from the rest of the coontry on Misslsalppl•d• w pUB so that It was 

possible to get out a whole set of facts aboot what really was happening. The 

feellng of whether or not, what we were going to do ln the state. The staff 

wu exhausted and they were butting up agalnst a stone wall, no breakthroughs 

for them. How long could yoo expect them to survive working In that kind 

of laolatlon. Where was the help to come from. The civil rights organizatloDJI 

were not prepared to make Mlsalssippl a focus. The deba{e for SNCC earlier 

that fall w8 had asked SNCC to move Its national headquarters to Mississippi 

and to make Misalsslppl a k real focus and they retu.ed to go that far. 

(Anne) Why did they refuse? 

(Moses) Well, they bad big dlscussloi!JI about whether they would, that 

would mean the destruction of SNCC to go Into Miuiaslppl and get demolished 

wllettler they could really operate In Mississippi. Then the other projects, 
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they were afraid that that wouldn't, Georgia .•• all the other projects would just 

nol fUnction.. • It was clear that the NAACP and SCLC and CORE, none of 

them were really wllllng to put a major drive toto Mlsatsaippl. .. they were 

called for working UJI in other parts of the South first . . . And NAACP's 

whole policy wu work all around the state. 

The question the people from Mlsslsslppl were faced wtth, and here you 

got to remember that these, tbe staff we-reo primarily people- who grew up In 

the concept of themselves u civil rights workera out of the movement of 

Mississippi and whose primary loyalty an.d ldentlflcatlon was doing some-

thing about Mlaslaslppt which was their home. There were some people 

In the staff who felt that they should .•. what attitudes were available to 

do something. That they abould be used. The quearlon of whether or not the 

white students coming In would take over the Movement would dominate, set 

back the whole process by whlch the local development people and everything 

was a r ,sk but not as Important as the rlsk of not being able to do anything 

at all, not being able to make or break. . That was the pole between them and 
there 
~re really very very deep heated dlscusslo.D8 about that. 

As fer as the local people as expressed u COFO meetings, It was clear 

that there feeling was that they needed help, they looked upon the students 

who came down ln the Aaron Henry campaign as bringing help, they telt that 

If more students came down In the summer that there would be more help and 

that they should come. It waa clear that If there was the vote put to the 

http://ar.sk


- 20-

-z assembly of COFO people that they would vote that the students come Ln. 
I 

..• of course, that the Movement rested on the baclca of the staff, that they 

were tbe ones that carr led th.e bulk of the work and that you bad to have a de-

cision whtch they carried, 1n other words, whlcb they were wllilng to work 

on lt you were golng to get any of your work. Because you hadn't as yet 

evolved to a stare where adults, as residents of a community, working, were 
full-

really wllllng to worlc ll§mtlme, or work psrttlme ln the whole processes 

of canvassing, of talclng people to the coUrthouse, all of that. Y~"u see that 

was to come only after ' 64 and after the !ormation of PDP. At that tlme the 

work, If the work was to be done then you had to carry the staff with you. 

Now there was a blg debate about whether there was a question of demo-

cracy there of the staff mlklng these declalons and my feeling, my position 

at that t ime wu that the people wlx> dld the work should make the decision. 

And, that all long as the staff was carrying the baltx bulk of the work well 

then they bad to carry the bulk Of the decisions. 

That carried you lnto tbe spring. That January program ln • • • where thls 

whole process of the outside world coming down was extended to mill latera 
sixty 

ao that you had about ~ministers who came down through the Commission 

on Religion and Race of the National Councll of~ Churches to 

Hattiesburg around the Voter Registration Project in the beginning of January. 

There was the first demonstration where people were not arrested wholesale. 

So we began to !ncb away at the whole right to ptcll:et and to demonstrate around 
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the voting and agaln that wbole thing of the ln!luence o!~people what:p:» 

peopl9 brought to bear from the outalde and that whole thing u a tool for 

opening up Mfsslaslppi for getting Information and for making the people 

ID Mtulsslppl hear different thln~; the whole spotlight of people who were 
d!menaton that 

coMected up to the larger society. Then the whole thingW. moral./. the 

mlnlstere brought. Then the involvement that people-- Y~u see wbat 

DJ11 happened Is people came and saw for themselves and then they went 

back home they got Involved and they talked to people ID the•r churches and 

everything and carded stories ;In the local papers ... saw what happened ao 

that the word spread to that pan of the coo.ntry. 

Moet of that spring then, after the decision was made to carry out the 

project, you had preparations around the state; meetings, getting ready for 

the Summer Project. In was In that tlme that you hac!J: some of these more 

murders, lJ2XDOt a lot of people were murdered llllld: In two counties In the 

apace of about two months In southwest Mlsalaslppl. You had, after the 

March on Wuhlnyton, you had the formatton of the Society for theJI8 e 

Preservation of the White Ra.ce that formed along with •.• new chapters of 

the White Citizens Council and Klan In the southwest corner of Mlsalsa1pp1. 

As a response, In part, to the national concensua that was growing and that 

waa rea> gnized by the March on Washington and then by the WI ole proceaa 

of the 6IMI:x clvll rights lill and the evidence that there wasn't going to be 

a filibuster wblch was to be effective and all of that because you had all of 

that nationwide going on at that time, they pulled off--the Societlea and the 

Klan9-pulled oft some spontaneous crou-burninge ID the area. They had 
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eighty counties at one tlme bad cross-burnings in one nlgbr. Later on areas 

Including Loulslana and Mississippi. Then some bombings and then s1ome 

shootings and kllllnga of people. 

One point that 1 thinlc Is Important, just ro rurn to the history of that 

That partlculart phenomenon was a reaction, Ln part, to the IW*iuwc! natlon· 

wide development, lDix of the civil rights taw that was to be passed and the 

c oncensua about Integration, and anticipated the announcement about the 

Summer Project because you see Lt wasn't really projected until the staff 

made up Ita m1nd In january and you didn't begin to get national pro)ecrlon 

mcause there waa no projection from MLsslsslpp1 of the Project, and there 

w as agreement not to form a national committee to project the Project 

because of the whole thing of the focus of declsion· maklng on the ststt and 

on the people In Mlsa1ssippi rather than on some nationwide committee. 

The projection of the Project began to slft through •><bat as Individual colleges 

recrulred people and then at the AP and the UPl VIJXX began to spot check 

colleges)otbaiiDJI across the country and found out, yes there were ten 

people from this college and fifty people fr ' m thls college and they were all 

planning to come to MlsslasiJIJJl and so then they began to run stories of the 

college students planning to come down. 

That built up Into the J!lprlng and then you had your liummer tJroject. 

I don' t know. That Summper Project, l mean there' s a lot of territory here 

to cover. 
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(Anne) •.•• 7 I think you left out something pretty important u far u 

biographical data that happened, 

(Moaea) What' a that? 

(Anne) Didn't you get mad? 

(moaea)Yea, 

(Anne) That waa pretty Important. 

(M':llee) Yes, dnmatlc, ! auppoae. 

(Anne) Well, would you rather do that aome other t1me7 

(Moees) The Summer Project? 

(Anne) yea, 

(Mosea) What do you want to know about that? '.\'hat kJnd of tblnp do 

you want to know. 1 mean, there's ao much written .•• people. 


