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On Tuesday, September Z'l , 1966, Robert Mundy (Editor of
Acadernic Publishing), Marilyn Mundy, Richard Saundere, and
Carol Saunders, obtained the following interview with the noted
comedian and civil rights leader, Dick Gregory.

Q: At your last show, you started talking about a reporter who
had asked you what you felt about the use of the word "Black
Power. " I @lwant to askthat question. l4rhat I want to ask
is, whatdo youthink about the reaction to the use of the word
'rBlack Power?rl

A: I think it's a normal reaction in a country where l0% of the

population have no business with Black Power and the only
reason we have Black Power is because of the racist segregationist pattern in the country that keeps a segrnent of the
people trapped in one area
- which has created Black Power.
You donttworryabout a gorilla jumping on you when you walk
down the streetbecause you know that humans outnumber gorillas, butwhen Itake my daughtertothe zoo, I geta sneaking
suspicion that if Irm ever going to be jumpedonbygorillas,
itts gonna happen here, because yourre dealing with animal
power, It's very interesting how this power came about.
Wetve had Black Power for years, and now the ecream for
Black Power had gone out, which is another way of saying
werre going to channelthis power into constructive directions
instead of destructive directions. To me itts like standing in
a valleylooking up ata mountainseeing the snow, andknowing
that spring is going to come around and the snow,s going to
melt, and is going to corne rushing down the mountain-sideand if therets not the right fa ci liti e s; like hydro-electric
dams, thatare builtandirrigation systems, thatwaterrs going
to sweep into town and justwipe everything away. And this is
the way I look at the call to Bl.ack Power, as channeling this
energy. It,s very very interesting because this is the first
timein history, probably of the world, that therets a tremendous revolution going on, and this revolution is not going to
change the institution. Maybe thatf s where the Negro hag been
wrong. Maybe this is why we might all be killed: because this
goes againstthe grain of alL revolutions
- you go into changei
nottokeepandaccept in. And I think this is the beauty of this
revolution- that everybody has missed- in that werre not
trying to change one iota. 'W'etre saying, rUust cut me in on
what belongs to me. 'r
-
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you think it's possible to get this through congress, aa
congree6 is now acting, For example, turning down the latest
civil rights bilI. Or can we think interms of civil rights bills?

Q: Do

A: No. I think a civil rights bill is a racist attitude, which, for
the first time, exposedthatNegroes are very raciet, too, but
therets nowayyou can get around that, coming pp in a raciet
country. Itts like a kid growing up in a house and see his
mother smoke potfrom the time hers born: chances are, when
he gets to be 14 years old, hers gonna smoke it, too, And he
mightnotevenbe aware that hers doing somethingthatts wrong
as far as the law is concerned. And the fact that the constitution spells out what the attitude of manrs inhumanity to man
should be, and the fact that he can give him something less
than this, and even make a law out of it, is like being short
on your income tas, and have a bunch of your friends run to
congress and legalize the short payrnent that you didnrt pay,
and then having all of America accept this short payment,
you know. And so whatts really going to have to happen, is
thatthe Constitutionhas to be implimented to its fullest - q.qI
civil. rights legislation. I think the fact that the civil rights
billwas defeatedwas a step in a good direction, unconsciouslv,
Nobody seemed to realize whatwas going on, but in the history
of this country man has treated other men wrongly, and hers
always been against the constitution, and hers always broken
the law. And what was about to happen with this new civil
rights legislation was, for the first time, they were going to
have a law to legalize segregated housing. Sixty percent of
thehousingwas going tobe segregated bv law. Andthis makes
about as much sense as my coming to your house, cutting off
both your ears, and you run to the law enforcement agencies,
andthey say: r''W'e11, this cantt happerr. tt {1d they pass a Law
that Dick Gregory canrt cut off but one ear. And so for the
first time in the history of chopping off ears, now I can. get
your ear legal, you know, And so if I can get your ear, the
one that I can legally cut off, and if somewhere down the line
Irunacrossold Jabo Jones, who can cut off one legally, baby
we rlI have all your I'hear s 'r in our pocket, you know. So I think
that rnaybe the civil rights movement has gone as far as we
can go. Maybe non-violence has gone as far as it can go in
talking to E group. Maybe non-violence was invented, in
theory, byHegeland Kant. Maybe their ideas of non-violence
meant that a whole area or community had to be non-violent
- not just one side. It is very interesting when you sit and
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lookatnon-violence today, whichalso shows a racist attitude,
is more important\than rnoney, and
if Dr. King said all Negroes should have a million dollars,
W'hitefolkswould callhim aracist, andhe,d p"obably be
knockedout of the movement in a month. And if non-violence
is better than money, and more important than rnoney, how
is it that King can say all Negroes should be non-violent and
donrtcutWhiteyin? If people knew.the joy, the,beauty of nonviolence, then Kingwouldbe considered verybigoted, because
oftelling Negroes not to fightback, and not advocating thls to
White people. I think this has been the biggest rnistake in the
non-violent movement - that Negroes seem willing to die at
the hands of Negroes, to keep them non-violent, but they dontt
seem willing to die at the hands of Whites to teach ther,n nonviolence. I think non-violence is either going to have to be
an attitude if America, and not just the Negro, or either welre
goingto saythatwe are better than W'hite people, and because
if we feel that we are better than lr{hite people, we can teach
the Negro non-violence. I thinkwetre in trouble pith the whole
movement as it is right now, unless we. have some drastic
because Ibetnon-violence

changes.

Q: Itlfhat sort of changes?

A: 'WeIl, one, the attitudes of the Federal Government, the at-

titude of many W.hites. You see, whatrs going on right now
thatts good - this is the danger point you go, when you let
cancer 'go so far - you have to use every drastic means you
can to try to save the body
- sometimes radical means because itls gone so far, and we rre notwilling to accept the consequences. 'W'e allwant, for instance, Pat Brown to win over
Ronald Regan. W'e11, _!wish California had a choice between
Yorty and Regan. A.:ad then pring this thing down, you know.
Goldwater and Johnson - t coutdn,t vote for Goldwater, but I
was hoping herd won, because when you take the lesser of the
two evils, Ifeelyou deserve the evilof the evi1. One womanrs
a prostitute seven days a week, another onets a prostitute on
weekends, andyouhaveto marry one, and you stoop to marry
the weekendprostitutewithout realizing you are still married
to a whore. Arrd this is what we got with LBJ. The weekend
prostitute that started seLli.ng his body seven days a week,
now- and looking for an eighth day! tr.or instance, you take
the White backlash no one can be hurt by this but the politicians. Thatrs why -you never hear this word used exgept in
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an election year. You heard the White backlash used in '64,
and wetve still bugged lVhite folks down the line, man, but
you never heard it used no more till now. And then they try
to makeus believe thatwe'llbe hurt by the White backlash. .
Q: Theytre now saying that there is Black backlash, too
A:

Yeah, because thatmeans that the Negro is gonna starthurting
some politicians now. And then you wonrt hear this word any
more, untilanother election. A::d when we talk about drastic
changes, one is the change in attitude of people to be able to
accept this reaction that yourre going to get - and not try to
doitas sweetas you can. You see, when ever you havethings
going in opposite directions, whenthey hit, you gonna get action - which is electricity - which is the basis of life. Two
things travel in opposite directions, and they hit, boom, and
turns your lights on. And you see, itts very interesting - the
bigot is simply the guy who has convictions. And this is the
interesting thing about that bigot: when I march and I look at
him, I'm aboutone rnillionth of a degree from seeing myself,
rcause this cat has just as much convictions as I have the
only difference between he and I is I have sympathy with my
convictions. And he just has conrrictions. And convictions
without sympathy creates the bigot, who is very destructive.
But he comes closer to beinr a beautiful cat than the Negro
.rrho stays athome
- who has no convictions whatsoever. And
so therers going to have to be many many drastic changes.
Americats going to have to s olve this problern not the Negro..
Tenpercent of a population can destroy nonety percent, much
easier than ten percent of a population can convince ninety
percent of a people to go in this direction. So if we going to
sa,ve it, itrs gonna take lots and lots and lots of hard work.
This is notthe Negrors job to see to it that their constitution
works right. It is the job of the federal government. Arrd,
itrs sort of like very insulting for the federal government to
say, "A11 right, you Negro civil rights leaders, go on out
there and get those rights. I' And the guy who's telling you to
go out and get them is the guy who can get them for you. And,
if myrights areworthmore than money, andl know this same
guyrs tetrling me to go out and get them, but would not let me
collect the income tax, because they have provisions inthe
constitutionfor collectingthe income tax, like they have provisions in the constitution for me to get my rights, so eventuaLly, somewhere down the line, itrs going to have to stop.
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And; maybe this is the year that we took that train off that
slow track and put iton the fast one. And the guy never told
us that there was another train coming on that fast track, so
werl1 wait and wetll see.
Q: It seems to a lotof us, that every time we go to vote, we end
up having to choose between the lesser of two evils, so we
donrt vote. Perhaps this is indicative of the need for a new
party in this country: an entirelv new party.
A:

I think we need a

new party, but I donrt think thatrs the way
to get out, because when you create a nev/ party, just for the
cat so he can have someone to vote for, then, whatrs the difference between voting for the lesser of the two than the lesser
of the three evils. I think a new partyrd have to be set up for
more than giving a guy a right to vote somewhere. Because
the basic right in America is not only the right to vote, but
the beauty of this country is the right not to vote without nobodyputting anypistolto you. And a third party would be very
good for many reasons, if itts set up right. For instance,
California needs a Liberal party to control this right wing.
Like New York - the right wing was invented in New york
City. But itts been
controlled by a liberal party. Because the
rightwing catrs a very funny cat, man. Therers not too rnany
of them because o{ the qualifications you have to have. They
could probably do good if they just talked about the niggers,
and let the jews alone, and layed off social security and relief,
cause that,s stone whitey theyrre talking about there. And they
lose hirn. Thatrs the interesting thing about the democratic
party: no bigot votes right wing he always votes democrat.
- always
Therets a certain type of cat that
votes right wing *
and thatrs the interesting thing about a ,W' a 1 I a c e: Because
a W'al1ace will come up and steal that bigot vote that no right
wing cat could ever get. That,s why het1l probably be killed
before the election andprobablyblamed on aNegro. I would
justlike to see a third
party formed, period - an intellectual
party, thatappeals to the statesmanto run, but
appeals to the
masses and really show rem something. And wetre going to
be very brilliantly organized because voting in America becomes something like a freakish thing like a horse race
nobody likes to be with the loser. If a party's set up, because
theretre a 1ot of things that have to be done, I think therers
going to be more time and more brains than money. You just
canttbeatup money, andthe Democrats and Republicans have
- 5-

themoney. I remember whenl was a kid, we would take pennies and try to file them down to the size of a dime - you
couldntt take a stick and beat it, but if you spent a little time
and stood on the curb, you could rub it down' See, you can
rub rnoney down, but you cantt beat it up. Arrd I think in setting up a third Party, with laws that cater to the two Party
.y.t.-, wh.tu you have to go out and get petitions, butthat
is almosttotallyimpossible inmany areas. Butlthinkathird
party that would be set uP, where you would depend mainly
onwrite-ins, andaim your camPaign at telling people, 'rDonlt
just write my
vote, since we cantt get on the ballot' Then
il
the good
AJrdthen
backhome.
aroundandgo
turn
name onit,
politicans would come to your aid, because you'd be knocking
thernoutof avote. You see, good politicians have never worried at the poles, because they say, r'Wel1, so-and-so will
vote for me. rr Arrd if a third P a r ty was set up where you
wouldntt vote for anyone as long as you had to write a name
in - just write that name and run - then for the first time a
politiciancould seehirnself losing rnillions of votes. Andthen
they would change the law for You.

Q: WelI, for example, there are a lot of people in this state nota lot, unfortunately - butpeople who feelthatSheer should
in order to try to draw off enough of

haverun againstCohelan
Cohelanrs votes so that Cohelan would lose, and thue start
scaring the Dernocrats. Another thing thatts going on: this
coming weekend, in L' A., therers a conference about what
theypre calling trPower Politics, rt organizedby Galiforniane
for Liberal Representation. Possibly, and hopefully, at that
meeting Si Cassady will come forward to run against Brown
and Regan - and possibly draw off enough votes frorn Brown
so that Regan would win and Brown Lose. Do you think that
this is effective?

A:

Because it makes a guy wake up and realize
to be totally right in every walk of life,
going
that either hets
or the guy whors the wrongest will get in. Because when you
put the good guy up who is totally right, he will siphon off
enough votes so that wrong can win. And wrong needs to win
sornetimes, if itmeans thatwetll clean up the whole situation,
and bring it to a head, you know. The guy who found out he
had cancer at eight years old might be able to be saved, you
know. So I think it could be a very good thing'
Oh yeah,

very.
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Q: I wanted to kno.w what you thought about Stokely Carmichael
and the new SNCC policy of not letting White shrdents.work
in the South?

A : \4re11, I dontt know how the policy is on not 1etting White stu'dents.work. Because, Iwas in Washington, D. C. at the Black
Powel .cohvention, and the White folks that got put out were
the ones,thatSNCC had sentto representthem. Itwas theonly
o:rganization that showed up with W'hites, :you know. But I love
Stokety. ,I think he,s one of the bestrthings that has happened
for the country - particularly for, the Negro. And I guess I
should sayparticularlyfor the White man, because the guy he
appeals to; is that brick-thrower for the first time. He has
an arena now. Because nobody ever appdaled to the brick
thrower, you know. He nqyer felt right at the NAACp lunchdon, And the U::ban teag; * he dontt know where to find
that. Through norf au Lt of the Urban League * itrs just that
itrs always located on the wf,orr-g side of town. And he was
never religious enough to join Kingrs group. And CORE was
just'too $/hitefor him. So,he stoodon a corner, and when the
call went out, when Stokely comes to town for the first time,
this guyts gotan arena. And the chances are that through this
element, riots might be stopped before they start. Irm $ure
that Stokely is the o n e guy today that could fly into a town
where riots been going on for five days and say, ,rstop..r And
itwould have more ef f ect than the.United States Army,
because hets created this rearrrofpeople. I think whenhe
went to .iail it'helped hirn a lot, because a lot of people that
. didntt like hirn, turn€d to like him
rcause they were able to
see. He says, you know, he says,things, that aie very honeet -. in a time when this Nation c,anrt afford honest things.
Itts like, when youtve been wrongfor so long, itrs sorta like,
you know: even if l.want to get right, give me a few minutes
to do itr{orst. Itrs well, we can'tt'trust you. you m.ay be sincere, buttr just cantt tl:ust you. I think Stokely will be killed,
' too - not before Casius CIay, though. Theyrve really got to
' kill Casius. They hadno.intentions of draftinghirn inthe army
they were just trying to lower the rnental test rat6 so they
-coutrdgetallthe
types of cats who caused \4ratts off the street,
r with
Cagius, and in order to ease everybodyts mind on
not in the army and why he wonrt go; the best thing for them
to do is kill htm, and I figure that they will do that now. . . .
Whenever they find out whors going to do it, you know, The

onlythingthat keeps you alive sometimes is the FBI canrttdecide if they gonna do it, or the CIA,

Q: I did a study on racial violence, starting with Atlanta in 1906
and going through to Watts. I came up with the feeling that

from a form of White intimidation, of various forms,
even complete violence, to primarily Negro uprisings - Negro
revolts. Not a revolution, because that agsumes that yourve
changedthe structure. One, do you think that that characteristic is a fair one, and adequate for explaining Watte - perhaps not for explaining it, but for understanding Watts - and
if it is, do you think that America will ever understand that
whatrs going on in'W'atts is notlike what went on in Atlanta in
we rd $one

r 906?

A: I donrttlinkitrs importantthatAmerica understands this.

No

more than a woman has to understand the gestation period to
be pregnant. You do that first thing, and nah.rrers going to
take care of the rest. 'Well, revolts are naturistic characteristics, that are always going on where therets injustice.
Iffe call it evolution which is a gradual change through nature - but that leads into revolution, which is quick change.
Man has not been able to put the parallels together yet. Nature is very sweet and very gentle - she gives you all the time
through the evolution period to get straight, but if yourre not
straight bythe time that revolution hits, then yourre destroyed.
A woman can't wait, after the evolution period, which is the
nine months, and make a deal because she hasnlt paid her
Blue Cross or Blue Shield or becaus e shers not married.
When that water bag busts, revolution starts and evolution
Btops
- and allthe armies inthe world canrt keep that baby up
inthere. And so this is the period that America has reached.
'We've had this gradual change now. And the difference with
what you were talking about in I906 and now is Nah-rre. Five
disciplined cops can 6top a riot, but Hitlerrs army couldntt
putdown a protest, because one is inspired by nahrre and another one is inspired by rnan. And therets a tremendous difference in the two. Had Britain realized the difference between a protestand a riot, we mightall have a British accent
today. But she failedto realize this. She failed to real.izethe
beauty of nature andthe way naturewas. For instance, everybody thinks that somebody must be teaching Negroes how to
makeMolotov cocktails. But no onerg ever thought about how
a group of people can throw them for five years without one
-8-

.:burn to themselves. But she. doesntt understaad what she?s
.dealingwith. tike we have nineteenlaws in America that say
Blaek canrtmarry White,.which are very good laws for a racist country like this. You have millions of people that feel
this way, whichis also a very good feeling for a racist country. Butthe onLy mistake theytve made is theytve gone against
nahrre. Ifhitey can pass laws that say Negroes canrt catch
TB,. Cancer, or Polio, which ale ver.y good laws if he wants
.them, for a racistcountry. But naturets not going to respect
them.: So' if natule didntt want me to have a White worrl&lr,
. sherd have made her like a tree. I canrt screw a tree, and
a chicken cantt,lape rmy r-nama. Aad anything nature didntt
glock, I.g!g[y man, be he black or white, to t:ry it and survive.
Andthis is the beauty of this idiot. Now hers dealing with nature. A.lrd if I never came out and.held another rnarch, hers
doomed. And whatts going on now is like a hurricane, you
know, a tornado. And theytre being promoted by the same
elernentthat promotes hur.ricanes andtornados. Once you get
a situation with the right ingredients, where cold air meets
hotair, yeu gonna getan explosion. You can call it lightning,
thunder, anything you wantto call it. Nature donrt put names
toit. Itjusthappeng. You put on a tight shoe, you get a corn.
' You wearthe shoe long'enough, the corn tur-ns into a callous.
'Youkeep on wearing it, the calloueturnsinto abunyon, Even. hrallyyouwea! the shoe out. Because nature's one law is that
she donrt want anything rubbing against her own. And when
you
rub against her own,. you get a reaction. And when she
"
gives areactio.n, she gonna win, if itmeansmass destruction.
Negroes inAmericahave got a callo\rs around their soul. . And
i"f this shoedonrt backup,. itls all comingdown. And so, tfrere
is a trernendous difference between I906 and now. Take Watts
Wattswas legal, notonly through nature, but qn the Decla-ration
of Independence, They say: we hold these truths to be
self .evidence that all men are created equal and endowed by
. the creator with certain inalienable rights. And when these
rights are destroyed, over long periods of time, it is your
, duty to destroy or abolish that government. That legalized
'Watts' rCourse I look at Watts as Urgan Renewal without
graft. Itts very interesting how we can justify ce.rtain things.
'When man stoops to solve a problem by murder, like Amera
icahas inherw?rsr then I say the.rets an intellig.ent way to do
a thing and a stupid way to even be wrong. The hoodlum that
participates in'crooked'gambling * therers a stupid way and
an intelligent way of doing it, you know. And when I look at
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rnuf def , and how'we cran, justify ra Negro, from Mis sissippi
going to Yiet Na,m, chasing the Yiet Cong through the bushes
of Viet Nam, trying to kill hirn, but you canrtjustify the same
Miss'i.ssipp,i Negro chasing a MississiPPi racist Ktu Klux Klan
through the swarnps of Mississippi trying to kilI htm. ltrho
needs killing? Th€ Vtet,Cong eafitt kiLl'no one. but rne. Eut
Mississippi racists can kill me, my five kids, my wife, and
blow my churchup. So who needs killing? If yourre talking about
pfotecting your, family, Irm much ,safer killing this racist
hEf p, than that.Cong over the'f e, 'because he canrt kill no one
but me. A.rrd if ltm going to die to protect rny family, I have
no guarantee that at the :sametirne!s. the,Congrs putting a b,trllet through rny'head, the Klan won,t be lvnching my mamrny,
Thisis the catth:it I got to get off my b.ack fiqst,,if I,m gonRa
involve fnysel in killing., Arrd ,so, we have rnany probleme
thatrs going to have to be solved.

Q: What can.the people who are against this war

do rlow? l{hat
do you think is the most effective means to stop the war? O r
.can we stop it?
:.
'We11,

,I don,t think you can be able to stop it. I dontt think it
should be stopped; not by the people out herre who are against
the war, because you havenrt got enough €incere peopLe out
here" You got scefed people out here, who are againBt betrrg
kiLledthemselves. But I cantt urrderstand how a peace fnoVementtnthi$ country can go out and ritarch and demonstrate in
fifty given cities on any Saturday, saying America cant,t drop
'napalrn bombs on Viebeamese kids and Vietnarhege wottren,
but you can lynch :rb),. g"andima any.given day, and that garne
kid. donrt come out and hit the streets. What are you against
,- waf s or killing? Itrn not against wars : trrm aga,inst ltilllng.
,{ndtri.m qa.fe.f wttha cat whot6 agains'tkilling than a oat whors
against war. Because Irve watched. Itve watched black folks
killedin the Congo, and l didntt see a peace movement.ralove.
Becausehe krrowshe riontthave t'o goto the Congo. In any situation in this'whole goddarrin countly where,this cat doesnrt
have to go, he wontttrnarc.h with it. Thereire a,few cats, man,
who' are really sincere in'this peace rnov-ement
- who rtl a r c h
when anvbodvrs killed. But as long as he th nks hets going to
getdrafted somewtrere, thenhe cornes outand hits the street.
'W'e11, he needs
to be dea'd, too. Actually, I have more sympathywith the soldier.whols ove! there through ignorance,
than this cat, here, who cLairns to be w.lth peace, but .he,s
- 10r.ffi,,@F*$*-r{e.'l

really just marching to save his own ass. If youtre sincere
aboutpea'ce, thengy form of disturbance would promote you
to corile out and march. You can kill, kill, kill. The same
guy whots interested in not killing, has g.1 to march against
capital punishment. 'And het.s got to march maybe 24 hours.
But hets notmarching oncapitalpunishrnent, because he feels
thathetll nevei do anything inhis life to get the electric chair.
But if he did, hetd be out there marching against capital punishment. Irm not against the army. I think aII countries need
an army - to clean up after her earthquakes, her tornados,
hurricanes, floods. So Itm not againsith" ..*y at all. Irm
against kiiline. Irm not against wars - Itm against kiiling. If
two countries get together and make a deal, and say, rr'W'e
gqnnahave awar, rtbut over Shggg, then cool, baby, and then
who ever loses the chess giime gets the country. This is okay
withme. Ihavenever been against war - just killi.ng, period.
And the cats who's against war -I find no protection with
thematall, becausethose same cats donrt seem to be rnarching against killing - capital punishment, and the whole viscious scene that goes on. So I dontt even relate the two of
them together at aIL,

Q: Is there a relationship between whatts happening in Viet Nam
and whatrs happening in Watts? Is it the same thing or is it a
different thing?

A: Well, whatrs happening in Viet Nam with the Vietnamese is
the same thing as is happening here. Theyrre having an uprising against tyranny - against oppression. As far as the
there are concerned, the same thing thatrs
Ainericans over

happening here is happening there.'Theyra" having more race
riots some weeks, over there, among Negro and White servicemen, tJrentheyhave over here. See, you carry your cancer with you. Therets no such thing as having a cancer in
your foot, and then'come by my house for dinner and tell me
you havenrt brought that germ with you. 'Wherever you go it goes with you. And this country has cancer. And therers
no way in the world we can go anywhere in this world without

taking it with u s.

Q:

Do you think that this cancer can be cured?

A

That I donrt know. I donttknow if werve gone beyond the point
of no retrrrn. We brought out a very beautifulthing inChicago
- 11-

thj.s summer, by marching into the White neighborhoods. For
the firsttime, I saw a verybeautifulnaturistic reaction among
W'hite folks, because this was the only way they could have

reacted, under the circumstances, In the South, the southdrn
cats have, I guess, been clever enough to keep the wages so
that every W'hite man in the South has been able to hire my
Grandma for a quarter. Consequently every White personts
had a nigger in their house, and theytve met a Negro schoolteacher, a Negro doctor, a Negro lawyer. The White racist
bigotknows thatNegro schoolteachers exist.'Whereas upnorth
this poor, dumb, trampy, ignorant, bigotedhillbilly and foreigner, has never had the luxury of hiring my nigger mama
for a quarter. So consequently they couldnrt have anybody in
their house. So when we marched through their neighborhoods,
itwas the firsttime they ever saw Negroes. They dontt know
whata Negro doctor looks like, or know that Negro principals
exist. So when I marched through his neighborhoods it was
like turning a bunch of gorillas loose. Hets gonna kill everyone who comes into his block. This is a normal reaction.
And therets going to be more of it in the North... Itrs very
difficult to say if this country can be saved. People want to
putmore on us than anybody else. People telI us we shouldnrt
riot. The Irish are very funny. They say, "'We11 1ook, we
came over here, andwe got ours. rr But they don,tteltyou that
they used to take those non-Irish women and slit their babies
out of their pregnant bellies, you know.

Q: Let me go back to what youtd said before. To a great extent
I would agree with you, that when a lot of people go into the
streets againstVietNam, very few people go when someoners
on death row. Although, in this state, there was a demonstration when Chessman was there, although there was not
one in the past few weeks, when there was the possibility of
another man going to the chamber. But I think there gg people in the peace rnovement who mean peace, not in the sense
of simply being against a war . . .

A: This is evident. Women are not going to get drafted, so; Irm
not saying there,s anybody out there who,s out there simply
because they donrt want to go to war.

Q: There arenit

enough people out there.

A: There are 80 year old people out there.
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o

rs the difficulty with that that too many of the people who are
out there who are eligible for the draft are gol"rg to be fair_

weatherfriends,..

A:

Yeah.

o

And that the problerns with viet Nam are perhaps a rittre
deeper than simplypeopte going over there and fighting something?

A

'w'e11,

itts like pacifists. r donrt believe a man can be a true
pacifist and not be a vegetarian, because animals are just as

humanin the stroke of nature as man is. They go through the
same gestation period to create little animals, the same air
that keeps ther,n alive keeps us alive, and the only way that
we Eeparate ourselves from animals is through material
thi.ngs, period. And so, I just canrt understand how a rn-an c a n
callhimsetr a pacifist, and justifyeating meat. Because the same
thingthat we do to animals, the svstem is doing to us. If you
had to go and kill your own hog, chances are you couldnrt eat
it, And if the power structure in this country had to do their
own dirtywork, chances are they couldnrt do.it. But when you
go and get your pork chop, the bloodrs washed off of it, and
theparselyts sitting there, and it looks very good, A'd when
the topbusiness corporation minds in this. .o,rrttry come down
to seeus, they see only, the finished product of what was good
that came out of it. So there,s no difference at alI. Ilust
can,t understand how werre going to try to solve the problem
without sol.ving the'problem of man,s inhumanity to Lan and
animals. I looked at my mother when I *".
i.id, and my
" white
mother couldntt understand how racist bigoted
fotks
couldjustify racial segregation out of the Bible. she courdnrt
understand that. But she can understand how she can justify
eating meat out of the Bible, which said, nThou.shaltnoikiu.. r,
It doesntt s ay rrmaSrt'; it said, I'thou Shalt not k!l]. r, Shers
twisted that statement to cover where she could. eat all the
steak she wanted, and then whiteytwists his, whe.re he can
eat all the niggers he wants. If yourre going to use the book
wrong, let everybody use it wrong, or clean it up completely.
And so eventually it wilr come to a vegetarian world or no
worldatall. Itts goingto haveto comehere very quickly,.too;

o

'W'etve listened

to your act, now, and. also at various other
dernonstrations, probably eight or.nine times; The first tirne
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listenedtoyou, you were extremely.funrry. tr don't mean it
derogatorily at all. But the more we listen to you,'the more
we find your humor frightening to us, and tragic to a certain
extent; notexactlyfrightening, butthe thingsthat you are saying are so true that we find it hard to laugh any more. I'dontt
know how to ask the question, because I donrt know if itts the
type of question that can be 'ariswered.
we

A: It

can

be. I think we both are growing

,Okay . .. How much time do you

Ql

up.

really spend in night clubs?

A: . Ltd say'abor.r.t.ten percent of my tirne in

tkre

course of a year.

Q: And ninety percent of the tirne.youtre 6ut on the road?
A: 'Thatts right.

Yeah.

us abont your campaign againstlvtayor Dafy [Mr. Gregory
plans to runas anindependentagainstMayorDaly of Chicago. I

Q: Tell

A: 1[e11, I havenrt even started it, yet. I was going to start it
this surnrner, 'until the demonstratiors started. I decided to
' tr1u1l out, .because I know by marching through those White

,
:

.teighborhoods, if mycampaign wds going on, they would have
grabbed me. Not literally, but they would have taken out that
hitter.nes s by.saying, rrlrtn not going to vote for Dick Gregory. rl
Buttheywerenrtgoingto vote for me, anyway. Now they have
grabbedthe rhayor, and saidthat theyrre not going to vote for
the Dernocratic party. So Irrn going in and otgan;ize my campaign right after the November election. My race comes uP
Xnthe spring of next year. A.trd tr have no doubt at all tulat itrs
goingto be very effective, because many people want a change
,. , I donrt g! to appeal to the racist vote, be it black or
white. Itll leavethatfor somebody else. Ird feelve'ry insulted
if Iwonthe election with a racistvoteftom the whites or from
the blacks. But, I canlt lose, because either Itll get enough
votesto wiir, orItll get enough votes to deiatroy that machine.
Adtd eithet one is'going to be a vidtory.

Q; .Is King.supporting you?
want his support?
A; I

donr't want

Do you think he

will? Or do ),'oueven

his sulrport: Thatr's rny ho'rne town, 'there.
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And,

you know, when a man has to go out and get another iTran to
supporthim inhis own horne town, hers in trouble! Thatts
like askingKingto help me suppoftmy kids. Theytremvkids,
and Chicagors !!.y home town, you understand. I got a record
to stand on in Chicago, period.

Q: Whatrre.you going to do if
A:

Q:

you win?

Ask for a .recount. To be honest with you, I donlt know how I
could learn to adjust to living on thirty. thousand dollars a
year. Thatrs six weeks pay for me, now_. Arrd I dqnrt steal.
Ird be in pretty bad shape, man.
were here last time, you weretalki.ng about.a campaign to get comme?cials off television"
.l

, W'hen \Me

A: 'No, I haventthadtime. I was goirlg to g,o to courtoh that,
i havenrt had time.

but

Q:

Whv w€trre'you against advertiserrnents on television?

,A:

Becau,se I donlt {eeL that a guy can u:se my hou.s e, and'.rny
erLec'tric, to sellhis productwithoutpaying me. No rnore'ithan
youtd put a bitlboard up on ft,!y front lawn without paying me.

Th:is is Iry hou6e, itts ggy televieion set, and if youire going
to corne in my house, arrd use my television set, to reach my
,frielrdswholrnightbe feeding,or sornething, then you pay me,
pe

riod.

Q; Whenl readyour book [Nigeer, Pocket Book paperback, ?5t'],
I read the part about when you first spoke before the Playboy
Club in Chicago. How didyou feelthat nightb€fore you spoke?

At

dorrttrernembe.r, 4o1s. Itdhave to concentrate andtake about
thre€ ,or fiqur,hours to really create arr atmosphere lvhere I
- could. Itt,s bae.k in.rny head somewher.e,, but I jrrst don,t have
the briltiance ,to release things back ttrere, like that. That
was,the intelesting thing in doing the book. I drifted all the
.rrray back to childhood, and then one tn-ing related to another,
arrd ,the atm,osphere was cre.ated, but Itve never been able,
-jlrston a mirniter'S no'tice to rgo blck in thatfile cabi.net andpull
out that.stuff. I couldn,t even say how it was, right now.
tr

Qi .Is there any chance of changing the attitude of religionirr this
country?
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A:

Of religion?

Q:

Yeah, the churches.

A:

I

Q:

Because, well, we read in the paper that youtd given a ilsermonrrIat Clide Memorial] and that you were applauded
greatly. I had no doubt that they applauded you and probably
gaveyoua standing ovation but I was very fearful that when
they left, they forgot.

doubt

it. I

doubt

it very seriously.

A: WeII, I don,t know whether they forgot. I dontt even know if
they remembered it there. But, religion is its own biggest
enemy. If the Church would just get hip enough to ruri itself
like a football team, they could probably survive. And if a
footballteam started running itself like the Church, theyld be
wiped out in the morning. If the football players showed up
onlyonSaturdayfor the game, Iike the church people show up
onSunday for the game, man, theyrd lose them all. The only
thing thatkeeps football going, and keeps the game as beautiful as it is, is the practice that goes on all. week. The agony
that you go through in the practice sets, makes Sahrrday a
beautiful game. Hell, I could go to a coach and say, rtlook,
I'llplay footballfor you if you,11 guarantee I wonrt get tackled
during scrirnage. tt {1d he could give me that guarantee. But
he couldntt guarantee me on Saturday at the garne, that the
first tackle I was hit with wouldntt break my
neckandkill me. So the Church just plays the game, but they
never coach the team. And so these are the rnany problems
that the Churchhas, but this is the basic problem that it has.

Q: You sort of talked about two things. W'hen you were talking
about Viet Nam, before, you said that you were very much
againstkilling, whether it be in Viet Nam, or Mississippi,
or in Chicago, or Sing Sing. And yet, in a lot of other things

thatyou said, today, yourve talked about a metaphor of either
two trains comingtogether, or electricity, or some two very
opposing things coming head on to each other, whichtends toward an explosion - a violent explosion. I was just wondering how these two fit together in your mind.

A: Well, nature. Nature,s always had the right tokill, to destroy.
This ts the only person that can kill, without question. But
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not rnan. Itrs the theory.of spontaneous combustion -:,you put
trrlose dirty, oily, greasy, rags in the closet, and close the
door, where no air can circuldte, and'you know whatrs going
to happen. W'e11, in the black ghettos, today, that's the oily,
greasy rags. And if you donrt let that air'circulate, youlre
goingto getthatthing. This is the beauty about nature. \[hen
that womanrs nine months pregnant, she's going to drop that
baby, 'if it means death to the mother and the child. We1l,
Arneri-cars racial pregnancy is up, and the babyts gonna fall
one way or the other.

Q; How do you think it will fatl?
or a non-violent birth?

Do you think

it will be a violent

A:- I think it will be very violent. Very very violent.
will be still-born?

Q:

Do you think the baby

A:

A new baby can come uPfrom ashes. Youtre talking about the
birth of nations. HelI, the Romans fell. See, again, we get
to this oId selfishfuckin'thing, man, thatwe really donrt want
to save America - we want to save ourselves. If we had the
world concerned, tlle best thing happen to America is she
fall. W'ehave thewhole worldsofucked up, allover, man. Six
percent of the worldts population, we own sixty Percentof the
natural resources all over the world. We supply ninety percent of the ammunition around the world. This isnrt racial
violence . . . If a big rock, hit this bastard in the morning,
f,rom outer space, and cornpletely crushed it, the world might
haveachance. Butthe longer, every day America exists, the
whole worldts fucked up, man, because of whatwe doinri above
and beyond our racist attitude.

o

WelI, how the heIl do we stop it without being violent?

A:

Be good: But, you know; itts like a man coming to me and
saying, r'Irm married, and I donlt want to cheat on rny wife. t'
Just stop, tTlan - but thatts @ simPle. So then he wants you
to cut his balls off. But, you tell him, it's a sirnple fuckint
thingto do - iust donrt cheat on Your old ladv, man - itrs just
thai simpl".- No tig t.i"t to that. But we gdtg fouled up in
o.r"-ttirrting, that the simple thing, he dontt want. So now he
says, rrPlease help me so I wontt cheat on lrty wife' rt So, ok,
putitthereand Iim going to chop it off for you, nian. But you
_L7_

really dontt' need that nonsense. 'Just don,t do it, mair. Itrs
like bi-rth control; Nature gave you the power to keep your
fuc-kinl legs cro,ssed., Itts the greatest birth control you got.
Donrt have to invent no pili .rcause , all the sex organs were
- to
",rnadefor in the first place was
reproduce - nothing else
.not to ha,ve no fun with. When rnan.starts using
his ears to
have as much fun with outside of hearing what nature gave to

him, hers gonna ne.ed a pill for his ears, too. The eyes was
made to see with; the mouth to qhew. with, taste .with, talk

with; the nose to smell with; the ears to hear with; the s.ex organs only to reproduce. And the day we use our other organs
man, and our other senses as for+l a.s we use the sex organs,
then youtre in trouble. And thatrs the basis for prostihrtion.
'll[henman gets hip
and realizes that the sex organ was only to
reproduce, and gvery time he puts it in a broad.it should be
onlyto have ababy, then we wonrtwantto have a baby withany
strange woman in the street, so prostitution is automaticaltry
dead. The simplest things in the world can be solved. But
,werve gene so'far overboard with them now, that now yourve
got to go the qther route.

Q:
'
,

A:

\,[hen a Person gets fed up with this country, &$ Itm.afraid an
awful lot of us are; becaqse, like,, yop know, there is no effective wayof protestingthe way-notto makeit stop. Andthere
doesntt seem to be too terribly much you can do about civil
rights unle.ss, you know, you go'out and p.ick up a gun. WelI
wetre coming veryclose to leavingthe country, because maybe
okay, other countries have things wrong with'them too
but- at least theyrre new and differen! and maybe you can do
some good in an atmosphere unlike this. one.
We11, itall depends. I think people have various attitudes, you
know. Idonttknowwhy Itm staying. Maybe I just want to take
pictures of it when she f.a11,s. Different people got different
attitudes. Itts like the beautif ul non-violent kids who are
marching, who hate war so bad and hate death so bad, but
theyrre sti1l pulling for the Viet Cong to kil1. rvt/here do you
swingthe balange? '\lrhatrs the dif f erence, you know? And
for the Viet
theyfre really
not because theytre
against' killing; - bui-be c4u9_9..!trg),
Arld
theyrre pulling for the underdog.
if America ha
to
be .the underdog
be
same
itrd
thing.
,the
There
tremendous people, man, who are really against that war in
VietNam, \4rhenthat napalm falls on thgFe .tmeriqan sotdiers,
-
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theycheer. If thatnapakn, plant out there,in Clyde, California
wiped out that whole town, they would be happy. Now, what
is this, you know? American kids can be killed by napalm,
accidentally, but you donrthave the sarne feeling when a little
foreign kidrs been killed?
A

Yeah, but ifthat happened, to Justthose few people out there,
then a lotof people in this country would realize whatit looks
like, and what itrs like to those people over. there when they
are killed and mairned by napalm. These people dontt have
any realization of what,s happening

A: Yeah, but thatrs the same attihrde that the rightwinggeneral
has
- that if we drop ttris napalm on the fucking kids over
here, then alot of peopler11 realize thatwerre not going to put
up with this bullshit. Itts the same attitu d e, just twisted
around the other way.

Q: I realize itts very close
The only way you can justify this feeling iF go get you some
napalm, and doit yourself. You know, go into that neighborhood and catch that little kidl and say, 'rAlright, here. tt And
then say, whenthe cop comes, "I justwantedto show youwhat
napalmlokedlike. Now you all come out and look at this Iittle bitch. Here she iq. 'l Maybe that would be effective, you
know. But to sit backand waitfor an explosionthatrs notgoing
to happen, you know ....

Q: Or put it

on yourself

A: Yeah, put it

on yourself, you know.

Q: I

deci.ded that the only effective way to ehd,this war is toput
Johnson and Congress on the front line in Viet Nam.

A

With their 1uck, theytd probably win, man. Theytd end
making it a barbecue pit.

o

Irhat did you think of Clyde,

when you were out there? Port

Chicago. How long were you there?

A: I was there not over

up

an hour.
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A:

dying. Hets {ying of cancer. That,s probably why.
That,s why all of his staff is getting away from hirn. You
know, his tight buddies, you know, are like splitting now.
Bestthingtodo is split and get you a good job before the boss
\Me11, hers

dies...

Q: Hers looking older every time I

see him.

A:

He is older.

Q:

And sicker and grayer.

Q:

In France, before they had the Republic, when they had the
royalthing, when LouisXV died, you knowthey had the legend
of him saying, "After me, the revolution. ,, Could you see any
linkbetween some thinking like that and, ,tAfter Johnson, the
revolution.

rl

A: No. Therers a Johnson on everv .block, man. And Johneon,
not just one bad cat, man - every block - damn !g every
house, got a LBJ in it, in some form or another. I think itts
evidenced here: Vigilantes to protect themselves against paci$ists, man. Itts never happened before.

Q: I canrt tnink of any more questions I,d like to ask.
A: Then thatts it. Letrs stop it, then. I can go back to bed.
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In the future we should find many ways to expand our activities. We might sponsor our own lectures andpublish them.
'W'e
mightsetup groups to criticize and evaluate papers which
studentg submit to the organization for this purpose. If stuare eager to form their own chapters,
all the chapters would benefit materially by exchanging papers
dents on other carnpuses

and ideas.

lt'ehope thatsuch chapters on other campuses will be formed and that the activities we have described here will encourage others to take up activities with similar aims.
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