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Recorded experiences of Alice and L~llie, two Negro toenagers . of 
, Hattiesburg, Mississippi, jailed at Jackson, !'lissi s sippi, on 

Monday, June 14, 1965. 

Lillie: Well, when we first got there, they put u s i n something 
that looked like a barn. Then they put us out and made us stand 
together so tight and we couldn't hardly move . They kept pushing 
us against one another, and I thought I was going to f aint. We 
stayed like that for two hours. Then when vle started singing, 
they started beating ·us worse. Kept on bea ting us. The more we 
sang, the more they started beating· us. So we stopped. And we 
started trying to move about, and they would push us real tight 
together. It started raining and t h ey had this thing open and 
they pushed us in the r uin. And we stayed in the r a in about 
thirty minutes and then we were pushed out . So they started 
taking us out by t ens, over to the s ergeant, and \ Je 'd give our 
name, age , and parents and stuff like thc.t. And then we v1ere 
made to sit up against the wall. So, we tried to l ay dovJn and 
they sa id "Get up, Get up against the 1,.,rall. " And they" packed us 
up against the wall; made us get up there rea l close togethe~ 
and stayed like that for thirty minutes . And we tried . And I 
asked the policeman if I could use the bathroom, and h e said he ' d 
have to go find out from the sergeant. So , he went and found out 
and he came back and said, "If you got to use it, use it just 
where you are." I didn't. I kept it. Some of the girls, they 
couldn't keep it any longer so they wetted on ·chemsel ves up there. 
So, we v1ere finally let to use the rest room, thirt;y minutes after 
they had charged us. And thon we were made to ge t back in that 
corner. Some of us wouldn't move and started stretching out. We 
wouldn't move and they started pushing us and dra gging us ba ck 
into the corner. ~Je stayed in that corner so lons I don't knm·1 
how long i t was before they would let us stretch out and then it 
was on the concrete and they wouldn't l e t us have any mattresses 
Monday night until about 10 or something I think. Then we got 
mattresses to l ay on. And this morning they beat a colored l ady ; 
she was sick. I think Alice can tell tha t better for you, be
cause they beat her. 

Alice: I would like to say something. When we were first put 
there in the room, they were prepared for us because it came on 
the radio· that we were coming . And they had a place alright. 
It was a little place with paper you can easily move off • • ~d 
it was off and \ve were made to get in t he r ain. And the one s -
there were some in -- \'!ere singing . And the police would t ake 
their sticks and beat them. One man wa s hit behind the head be
cause he was singing and the police told him t o shut up because 
he wanted to say that they were singing for their freedom and 
for their rights. And the police said tha t as long as they stay
ed there, they v1ere going to keep on being beat en . And when \ole 
were put into this room -- it wa s where the Fair wa s .-- it was a 
big room and the boys were put in the architects' room. The 
girls were put into a room next to them. It had no name. The 
girls sat on one side -- the colored and \vhi t e -- and the boys 
sat on the other side . And when \ve got through, they took the 
white girls to the city j ail and t he white and the colored men 
to the architects' room. And the colored uomen wer e l eft alone. 
And when we got back and when we knew what was happening, the 
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pol ice c ame i:a. and they u ~~re g oi ng all around us. 'i.nd vle tol d 
them tha t Ne h ad to use t l1e bathroom very b adly an l some of 
them got very smart, t a l king about that if we didn · ~ shut up 
we woul dn't ge t to use it a t a l l . But v.Jhen the r oc ,:_ trouble 
sta rted, it was l &te a t niGht . They wer e p i cking on old men and 
beating them up . Most of the old ones started pre.~·i.ng and some 
of us t ried to t e ll them t o be quiet because they ,·eren't BOing 
to do anything but u:pset the others . I t was durin ;:; J:'u esday and 
\/ednesday whan they started r e.:\lly beating up the ; eople . \.Jed-· 
nesda y they b eat up a colored woman b e cau s e she Has sick and she 
told the police tha t she was sick. And we k ept on b ehind the 
police telling them that she vias sick a nd ther e Here two colored 
girls who were sick and who n e eded medica l a ttenti on . Ji ... J'.1d we 
went and got the police and one tol d us tha t he \lould do all h e 
coul d. About thirty mim.::.te s later they moved the first gj_rl out . 
The second girl was still ther e a nd he uouldn ' t mov e her until 
one colorE d. lady got up an.~L s t a rted a r guing a nd st21rted c a llin g 
him by name . Then h e went and s a id he would s ec hrhu t he could do 
and told us that v1hen the t ruck came b a ck, h e u onld hav e the gir l 
transferred to a hospita l. And o.f ter that , ,Jedn eoday wh en t l1 is 
colored wona n was beaten, the y took her because she was sick • 
.h.nd the pol iceman s a id tha t i t \JOuldn' t ho.pp e n agc:.i n . wednes<iay ~ 
today, i t h appened again. They t ook vlhi ps c.nd clubs and beat 
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the colored vvomen Hi th them a nd then vle s tarted jumping on t h o 
police, t ellin g them wha t we we r e going to do i f it happened aba i n 
b e c ause they kept promising it wouldn't h&pp en, 1 t wouldn' t h~ppen, 
.:;.nd it kept h appenint;. Lnd the chia f s a i d, "Hel l l -cold you I'l: 
fire the men who did the b eating . That ' s a l l I (:c::n promi se ym.: . 11 

The men that tl1ey were getting in v1ere Llen off t:Le s t r ee t -- takir.g 
them in and giving t hem clubs and whips to look c -ver u s . ~""lC.. ':Je 

tol d theLl t hat we di dn 't do any r eal h a rm pray i n G, Th ere were 
t hre e d oors and ther e 11'fer e about five or six policemen for the 
first door, three to the second door , t wo to the l a s t. At nigh t 
t-.:hen vie went t o bed, they \-.Tired us in -- thought that v-re wer e 
going to r un avvu.y, put wire a round the v1hol e c amp . \J1len >Je we:..1.t 
ther e the firs t d &y they gave us a b a lony s and;1ich -- a thick 
piece with some bre ;J.d. The second day, they e;.1ve us s ome h ard 
grits a nd stuff like tha t an~ so for th . And the women whi ch were 
beaten ue a sked our l awyer about c:md h e .sa i d th~,t t h ey ~,Jere t a ken 
to the j a ilhouse, to the c i ty j a ilhouse . -~uo stion: i'\-Jha t did you 
ride to the f a irgrounds in? 11 Some of us wer e r1ding in t rucks 
and garba ge trucks and some of us \vere r1ding in p olice cars. 
Th ey wer e f astened up , you couldn't get any a i r . Questio~ : Did 
they bea t anybody \vhile t he television c ameras 1·1ere a:cound?" 
No, they d i dn' t b eat anybody bec~use the r e wer e peo~ l e s l n gins 
and they couldn 't j a il us a ll because the r e \JeTe t oo many of us 
to go to t he j ~ilhouse . 

Lillie : ~ colored lady was pregn ant. Th ey k icked her in the 
stoma ch u.nd she wo. s a bout thr e e mont hs . Th e y k ick ed hc::r in t he 
b a ck and there v1as a b i G knot on h e r ba ck. Sb e c a me i n T''1onday 
with us, so she wa s s ick . They wouldn't t Jke h er to a ho spita l 
t o s e e a doctor . They didn't take her until 'l.'uesday . They go·c 
c:t prescriptio::J. filled for her o.nd t hen lat e r \.'hen she a sked 
again to see a doctor he s c1 id, "I c an't d o a nything for you, b G
cau se you didn't t ake my medicine . '' .t~nd l a s t night tho policema:..1. 
c ame b a ck and s a id, n'I'here ' s nothing Vlrong "t! i th h er, she ' s just 
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pretending. Lady, you'd better hope to God there ' s something 
wrong with you . " And then he stepped on her. Question: "A 
white doctor?" Yes, a white doctor. And so she was moved out 
today. They moved her out because she couldn't wa l k and she 
wa sn ' t ea ting. And so they decided they would nove her out 
today. I don't know wha t happened to her . 


