


































































































Moses Interview (22) 

Moses: No sense. I mean the people at Stanford and Yale the 
assumption is in the society that those students are well 
connected. But aside from the fact that college students 
in the society as a whole are well connected, I don't have 
any recollection of people being concerned, you know, with 
prestigious connections. 

Sinsheimer: Well the reason I asked that is because I read an interview 
report of Geoffrey Cowan and one of the things that •••• 

Moses: But who would have known about that. I mean the people 
who might have known about-- there was a group of people 
who might have known and would be interested in that. Do 
you remember or did you run across the name Tim Jenkins? 

Sinsheimer: He was OQt1, of Nashville? 

Moses: No, Tim was at Yale Law School and was a Vice-president of 
NSA. 

Sinsheimer: Oh right, okay. 

Moses: He "·was black and very influential. (Interruption) 
At the time of the Summer Project I guess he was still a 
student at Yale just getting ready to graduate and so was 
Elanor, Elanor Holmes. And there was a group of people 
like that who were high powered in themselves in prestigious 
organizations or schools who might be aware of this or 
that person and,you know, their connections. 

Sinsheimer: Certainly not the staff people in Mississippi. 

Moses: Staff people in Mississippi, no. And couldn't care less. 
To just be honest with you, you know, they didn't want 
them down there. Much less someday a guy might pop up at 
a meeting and flash his connections. It just served to 
remind them, you know, of everything that they were 
fighting. (fause) Of course you get someone like Guyot 
who might voice some sentiments in that area, about people 
with connections and the importance of having them. But 
Guyot was an exception, and not involved in recruiting. 

Sinsheimer: (Pause) Do you think there was a difference between the 
people who were doing the voter registration-- the volunteers 
doing the voter registration work and those who came to 
the Freedom School orientation? 
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Oh, I have no way of knowing. It doesn~t seem like there 
could be. I guess as the applications came in people 
indicated their interests. There were some social scientists 
from Michigan-- I think they were from Michigan w~~:-wha.::.~.:: 
came down to the orientation and they wanted to study •••• 

Wisconsin. 

Wisconsin. And we didn't let them. So the chance for all 
that kind of analysis went by the boards and we weren't 
equipped to do it ourselves. 

(Pause) What about the-- I guess I am trying to draw a 
distinction between some of the quieter-- from what I 
can sense-- seme: of the quieter southern students who came 
from let's say, whose motivations if you can be rude 
enough to be a social scientist let's say religiously 
motivated as opposed to some of the northern volunteers. 
Did you sense there was at all a sort of class division 
among the volunteers? 

Now, do you mean the division along regional lines? Between 
southern students ••• and do you have ~igu~e·s on the 
numbers of southern people? 

Most of them-- I think it is somewhere, I could look it 
up, but somewhere around eighty percent were from the 
north. What I am getting at •••• 

And how many of those from the South were black? 

Well that's the thing that most of the southern ones 
were black. Well when I talked to Sue Thrasher down at 
Highlander-- she more or less came right out of that 
Nashville movement. In other words the volunteers that 
are traditionally written about especially in the media 
the sons and daughters of people with connections, people 
very verbal talking with reporters. And yet you get this 
undercurrent of feeling that there was another whole group 
of people there. 

Well, I mean there was quite a group of people there, 
and I suppose in their own right they deserved to be 
studied. I mean just to get some understanding about 
America. And I suppose that if the funds were made 
available it is possible to do it, actually go out and 
study. Wally Roberts who was a Freedom School coordinator 
in Shaw, do you know of him? 
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He is at the Massachusetts Citizen's Advocate now? 

Right. It's right up here. 

Do you know if he is still living in Boston? 

Yeah. I think I have a phone number. 

Oh really. Okay. 

And there is another girl who was with the Freedom 
Schools who is heading up a school for organizers in 
Chicago. So I don't know if it true or not, but I have 
the sense that a lot of them, a lot of the volunteers, 
you know, have made their own in the society as a whole ~ 
in one way or another, made some kind of mark on it. 
And the experience in Mississippi was important to them. 

There's a book being written on this actually. 

Oh really. 

A guy named David Chalmers at Florida. I don't know how 
he is doing it per say. There are a lot of books being 
written aboutihis as far as I can feel out, which is 
quite interesting in itself right now why there is this-­
especially to me since i am writing it myself. 

But I have no idea about that question except I didn't 
buy the image of the volunteers as the well connected. 

You said that you didn't buy thati 

No. I mean that was not-- I never thought of that as 
more than something else than Evans and Novak. You know, 
their theory that there's this great plot. Of course, 
A! r (Lowenstein) thought more along these lines of . 
connections, political connections-- can operate with 
connections. But we weren't operating that way. I mean 
our few little connections were with the Justice Depart~ 
ment-- Burke Marshall and really John Doar who was down 
in Mississippi. 

The first training session when Doar spoke, he f~om what ' 
I can tell upset a lot of people, and the second training 
session , -- I don't remember where I read it-- but someone 
said that you asked people •••• 

Not so spend their time arguing. 
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Right. Right. Why was that? 

I guess basically because we didn't do that. That wasn't 
how we worked with them in SNCC. We left that to Atlanta 
and the publicity people. 

End of interview. 
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