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}'b' ne,me 1s Bobert t4oees , I ' lll a field secretary for tne 
Student N'on- V1oJ.ent Co- ordi nating Collll!l1 ttae 1 I t 1rsi; came south 
in July or 1969, on a field trtp tor Slice. ( ).AlP- · 
barns, H1.Ss1saipp1 and LoU1S1EUll!l , gath.arlng people t o go to tne 
October conference , "That was t he 1'1i's t t i me that I met ~1<! 
1-foo:ll'e , and at that t 1m.e we sat d .. own and planned a voter regis­
t?atlon drive ~or Htes1ssipp1 , I returned in the eunmer of 1961 
to start tha.t drive. ~/e were to ttart 1n Cl ovel all!J . 1Uss1seippi, 
on the Delta; however we couldn't. ~e didn' t have any equi pment, 
,,. didn' t even have a 111aoe at that tl'nle to l!eet . s., we went 
doJm to Mo~omb at the invitation or O. C. Bryant, who 1188 local 
head of t he NAACF there . And we began 'etting up a voter r egis ­
tration drive 1n ~oComb, Mi ssissi ppi , What d1d we do? 

Well , for two weeks , I did nothing but drive around the town, 
talking to the business leaders , the ministers , the peopl e 1n the 
town, asking t h6ll! 1f they would support ten students who m>uld 
oo!lle 1n to 'fork on a TOter reg1stre.t1on dr1.ve , We got n oolll!!ll t ­
eent 1'rom them , to auvport students tor the month of August, and 
to pay tor their room and bonrd and some ot t heir transportation 
while the~ were there, The projeot began Ausuat first, and 
lasted , as 1 t tumed out , tl;tl DeoMberz not just t nrough the 
month of August, 

we began in ~oComb, oanvasa1ng tor about a two week peri od, 
This means that 'f& went around house- to- house, door-to-door, 1n 
the hot aun , every day, Beo~uae the mos t i mportant t hl ng a t t he 
beginning •s to oonvtnoe the looal townspeople tba t w.a meant 
bualnesa . ~at 1s# that we were serlou. , that ~e were not only 
young, but we were people who were responsibl e , What do you tell 
somebody whan you go t o the1r d.oor9 Well, first of all you tell 
them who you are, what You•~ tr.ri~ to do , that you' re work1n8 
on voter r egiBtraUon. And t he foN that you try and get them to 
fill out. Now, the technique t hat we f .ound beet useable, I think 
ps to &111ij>l7' present t he tom to them and say , • Have you ever 
trl ed to fill out 1<h.1s form, would :tou l1ke to 81 t down nOlf a!ld 
try and fill 1t out?" And p$yoholog1oally, a s they're 1n the 
pt'Ooes11 or tilling out a voter registration fo:rn , one or the Q.uea­
t 1.ona asks tllem to do someth1ng right e.t the :registrar' • offi ce , 
80 t hat PI1YCholo~1oaJ.ly they l")s.ve to Oo.t:~plete a gap, to ~ and 
1mag1ne themselves as being a t the registrar' s otrioe . A$ you 
~w in liss1as1~p1 , currently, yo~ ~ve t o f ill out a form whio~ 
has about 21 queeti on8 on 1t, and asi de t rom routine questions, 
there is on it a place wher e you wr1 te and then interpret ~;~orte 
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section of the Constitution of Mlastssippi 1 and f i nall y a section 
where you write and desortbe the duties and obligations of a oit1• 
zen in Mtss1sa1ppi . 

t,Jow we did t his for about t'tTo w&elcs , and finally began to 
get resUlts. That t s , 1>80ple began to go down to Flll{!nOlis., ma­
B1SSipp1 , whioh 1s t he County Seat of Pike County, and attempt to 
reg1l!ter. In the meantime , quite naturally, people f rom Amite 
anlt Walt hall County, tihio.h are the two adJacent counties to Pike 
COunty , OOJne over asking us if we 'IIOUldn' t acaompa,n.r then and 
eonduot acno&ls in their counties , so the.t they- cO\~d BO down em 
try and register also . This ooint silould be 1'18de qui te ole.ro.-1 be­
cause~ people have been ve~ or1t1oal ot going i nto ~toh tough 
oounttea so early in tho game. The post t1.on is s1lllply this, t hAt 
when they came over, and were very anx10\tG to try and register, 
and we ooUl.dn' t very woll tum them down. J ust f'rom the· hulliB.ll 
poi nt of view, t hey had greater needs in those counties than ln 
=~ke 6ounty where we were working, and oeeondly from the p~ycho• 
logical point of -.new, the whole prob18l!1 o't I'Uso1ss i pp1 1s per­
vaded with ~ea~, the problem 1& - you can' t be 1n the poe1t1on of 
turni ng down the tough areas, because the people tllere might think 
that - simply lose· oonf1denoe in you. So we aeoe~ted this , we 
worked out a plM first lrheflbT some of the students, John Hardy 
and two other students Who had just come off the freedom rides, 
went into Walthall County to beg1.n work. That was about the m!.d• 
<'!le ot August . At ab011t the same t1me, I accompanied three peo• 
ple down to Liberty, i n Amite County, beg1nn1ne; our first regis­
t ration a ttempt there. One was a verr old 11tan, and then two 
ladies , middle aged1 we J.e!t early morning of Au~st 15, tt was a 
Tuesday , we arrived at the courthouse about 10 o olook. The re­
~strar came out§ I waited, by the side, waittng tor either the 
farmer or one of the two ladies to say something to the registrar. 
ffe asked them, what dtd they want, what were they here fo r, 1n n 
very roush tQne of votee. They didn't say anyt h tng 1 they we!r'B 
11teral1Y paralyzed with fear . So aft er a while I spoke up and 
said the;y vroUld like to cor4e to register - to try and register to 
vote. So he asked, well, who are you, what do you he.ve t o do with 
t hem, ere you here to register? I told hi m who I was , and that 
we were conducting a school in McComb, and that thase people had 
att.ended t."te school and they wanted IUl o:pportun1 ty to l'eg1s ter. 

Well , he said they' ll have to wait, because there was some­
body there t'U11ng out the t om . lvell , there wao a :roune: white 
l ady th~~tre w1 th her husband, and she waa sl tt1ng down, oompletlng 
her registration form. When she finished, then our people started 
t o r egi ster, one at a t i me. In the meanti me a procession of peo­
ple began moving ln and out of the registration off1oe. The 
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sherift, a couple o f his deput i e s , peop1e ~m the offi oe next 
door, people ~m the tax offi oe , ~ople who do the driver' s 11-
oenee , looking 111, at&rl.ng, eov1ng oaok out, muttering. 

A H1ghwnt P&t1'9l1!19.l1 'finallY oame 1n and sat down 1n the of­
flee . And. we- s ta,ted that 'ttllJrt in sort of uneasy tena1on, all .110rn-
1ng. The first parson who t11led out the rorm toOk e. long t1me to 
do 1 t , Md 1. t was noon time bflf ore he ws.s nn1 shed. When we cam,e 
~ok, l liltUI no'tl pel'lllJ. tted to st5.7 1n tile office, but had to leave 
Md. aH on ·the front poroh, whioh l did . We f inAllY f1n1shed the 
whole p:roo11s,s about 4a30 , llll of the thl'ee people had 1\M. a chance 
to register. Wh1.oh 'ltaJj at l~s 1; to fi.ll out tile fo1'lll, which was a 
vtcto17. Beoau&e they had been down asvex>al taes before, and had. 
not had a ohanoe even to t11.t out the ro:rms . on 'the way home we 
were (followed ) b;y the h\ghway pat rol.JuUl who had r;)'ent the day 
tn t he registrar' s offioo, Off1oer Carlisle. He tailed us fo r 10 
miles , very el.ose, about 20- 25 feet behind us , all the wa:y baok 
tuwards UoCo:ll'b. At one pol.nt ,-e pulled off the roa<l, and he 
passed 1.tS 1 and o1ro1ed round and l)ame back, and we Pllllod u;p as 
he was :paas1ng us 1n the opposite 41reqt1.on, and he turned around 
IIIUd followed tUI &gain. So finall:r he bl ew us down, and I got out 
~r the oar, ~~ a sked him what ~e t1~ble was, beoaus$ the people 
in the 08!.' by 1/hat time were vert, veey fr1!thterted . Re asked me 
who I was, and whatl m;r 'businestl was , and told me that I was inter­
f ering tn what he was doil'.Y). l sai d I amply wanted to find out 
what th.e !ll'Obl¢11 was , and what we were being stopped for. Ife tol d 
me to get baok i n the oar. As I di d so, I jotted h1s ll.!\llie down. 
ITo then opened the oar a.oor and puahed me , l!lnd sai d , "Get 1n the 
aa~i ~~gger, • and s l ammed the door after me. He then t old us t o 
fol ow hlln 1n the oar, arul he took u.s over 'l;o F!oComb, where I vma 
told tbe.t I n11 plaoed under arrest. They oall.ed up the town 
prosecuting ~ttorney., he o~e down, tUl.d he and We h1$flway patrol ­
man: then tla.t down and opened u;p the law boo.ks and looked 1;hroUS.ll 
to find out a oharse . And the first; ohare;e, we were 1ntorrertns 
with. an oft'ioe'l' 111 the t~t"oeeas or arresting somebody . Then t'~und 
out the t the on].T person e.rresteli was tu:yeelf , ( ) 
oharged with hltel'fering 1rl th an off1oer in the discharge o£ hia 
d'ut18R. The oount7 atwrne;r asked me 11' I was l"eady for the t 1'1a l, 
l said could I make a Phone call . He sat d yea . I pioked up the 
~hone and oalled Washington, D.c . , the Justice Depa~tmont, cause 
.1. ' d been in oommunl eatiol't with ec;une members of the Justi.oe Depal't-
ment, partia11larlY John ( ) , and had reoeivad letteN d e-
l1neat1ns t~ose sectio~ of the Civil Bights acts of 1957 and 1960 
which gusran~ed pl"'teotion to people who are tr'Jing to regi ster 
~ to anyone who 1s aiding othe~ people 1n trying to roglater. 
And they' d also indicated that if' we had any trouble, we were to 
call lilash1nston or the nearest CIN'i oe oi: the i'BI . So l called 
them, oollect, Tne people ln the office wex~ ~ther astonished 
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at t he tact that t"te ce.ll went thl'ough, e.n!i then they bege.n to \ 
get f1d.gety. So l ( ) the ~ll, and 1: expl ai ned to 
1-lr. D. e;tactl,y what had happened, in their presence, a.nd tol d 
h1m t hat I thousnt we were being intimidated s1mplv beenuse the 
people were f::rrlns to go down and. register, 

Well, we lls.O. the trtal rtgbt &.tter that, l wa.s found SQ.1lty 
of ~tls ob~g& of interfer1~g with an otf1oer. and the j udge and 
county proBeeut1n!) a ttontey went out1 consults~ aJld came baok, 
and I we.a f)iven a. suspend6d 11entenoe - 90 cl.lly suspended Be.."'ltenoe, 
and fin~d f ive dollars tor ceats or c<>urt, So I 1·e~aod to pef 
the five dollar cost of court, and a%'gued tbet I shot\ldn' t hl!ve 
been g1von anythi ng a t a.J..l, wt aboUld have De81!1 let free , since 
I was obViousl¥ not guilty. 

I waa taken to 3a11 tben , this was ~ ~1rst 1ntToduot16n to 
n1ss1ss1~t jails • . I spent & couple of d~~~ \~ j a il, ~d was 
t·1nally led out Whe:l,\ the bond lllOnlly came th:roush 'Via the NAACP. 
We d ecided, a t that ti.ll!e to appeal the ease , t hoUgh later the a_p­
P~ wa& dr opped, 

tlell , tnat was our first introducti on t l) And h County, Im~ 
acd1ately a.f't&l' thf>lt, we rode out to Steptoe' s li.ou.se, who was the 
local pres1dent of the lrAAOP , in thl9 southern. part of t h!' oo~"l.ty , 
and made plana t o sot up a sohQol at his t tu.111. lih.ioh "e did, and 
for the last two weeks ot August. we proceeded to t each peo~le 
- farmers - down in the aout hem ~t"ee ot A:mite County, at the 
little chu:roh there. coming two, :three, somet1mes five or ten a t 
a t~e. We were severely handi capped ~eoause we ~ldn' t have 
t~porte.t1on, and the farxns thel!'e w11re eo far apa11t, So we 
had to nai t on the peo-ple at tho ohuroh , Wb11e ~re !'l'ere out thor,, 
the next ~r9el\ l another te9.m went down to L1bo:r"tf, to re31ster. 
A11d they d.1dti t hl;\ve my (J.1ff1oulty s.t all , 'l.'bla was J.ug\tat 22, 
1n tact the bo75 that went Clown with th~ were able to e~ 1n 
the r egist:re.r ' s office, e.rul. toe people W'!Jre a'ole to complete 
their registro.tion w1 thout diff1QU1 tr, 'J.'h~y sent wort\ of th1Q 
out to us a t Steptoe' s , (Uld we w,ra somewhat enool.lMsed by this . 
After that, we planned to ~e o.nother re~t:r&t1on a tte!Uft on 
the 29th of August, which was , again, a 'l'tM:tsd.ay. •Te didn t 
ai~e we would ha'te much trou1:lle , a l thoush there' d been rumors 
tloating around. down o.t Steptoe's that there ndght be troull1e, 
a.o,d peoplG - naa.ke !Ulother regist ration littempt d<nm a t Libert y . 

Tins 1'/ti.B the day, then, that CUrt1o Da~on and Preaoher 
Me.r.t lll\d l were to so r'to!tn and tru and :r;oeg1ater, The da:r Cilrt1s 
Dawson came, drove down b;>' Steptoe' s , p1o.lted !l,e u.p, ana. we we!'lt 
1nto L1bert7, we were to meet Marx a t the oo\U'thouse J.awn, 
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and instea6 1 we had to walk through the town, and on our wa;r back 
~~ were aoc ,sted by B1ll1 Jack ( ) and some ot her boys . 
I was rat her se"fltr el y beaten. I remember verr s~l7 t hat I 
didn' t want to go 1mmed1at el y 'bllok lnto town, because 1111 shi r t 
na nry bloot\71 and I t'1sured t hat 1t we went back l n, we'd 
probablf be f i shtin.s eve~. So ins tead we yent back out t o 
Steptoe • • wheN we wo.abed down before we ca'Qle baok i nto l~oCo111.b . 
So that very aazae da;r1 the;r' d had the f'1ra t a1't• 1n in McComb . So 
that when we got back , everybodJ was excited, and a u sa meeting 
was pl anned t~t verr ni gbt. And Otowells) and Curtis had sat in 
a t t he Wool wo;rth ' a l unoh counter i n ~Colllb, and t he town was 1n a 
bi g uproar. 

We had a man meeting that night , ~ mAde plana tor t wo 
t hings - one1 t he kids made plana to co~t1nue thel r e1t-1n aoti­
v1t1ea, and two , we made plana to go back down to tibertJ and try 
and res ister eome more. We thou!!;l\t that was extreael 7 S.aportant, 
that ws go back to Liberty immedi ately, so that people in that 
county would not feel that we had been trtgntened off b7 the beat~ 
1ng1 and before the:r cQQld get a chance there to l'llll.)' their for­
oea. Acoord1ngly1 on '1'11Urada:r1 August :311 t her e was more a ctiV1t7 
both 1n Ll bert:r and in MoC0111b. In 'McComb there were more s1 t - i na 1 
in Li berty Mother registration attempt, coq~led nth an attempt 
b7 us t o f'lnd the person Who had done the beatl1ls and have hi s 
trial . It turned out that we dl d t1nd h1m1 t hat we did have hla 
trial, t hey nad a six-man justice o~ the peace jurr, ~bat the 
courthouse in a twinkling was packed, thllt l s, the vnal was 
scheduled that ds,T, and within two hours etaned, and within two 
houl'll fal'lll.el'll,. all wh1 te, CAllle f:rom a ll ~rts of t he countJ, 
wearing their gv.ns, .eltt1ng ln the courthouse. lfe '!fill'& advise<\ 
not to alt 1n the eourthouee except while we test1f1ed, other-
wise we were ln a back room1 after the 1;estlmonr 'f&B over t he sher­
iff oa~ne back and tolct us that he didn't think l t was sate tor us 
to r emain t here while the jurr gave 1 ts decis ion, and acoordlngly 
escorted us to the count7 11ne. We read in the papers the next 
dar t hat Blll7 ,Jaok ( ) had been e,cquittedl meantime , 1n 
MoComb , more s1 t&1ns had taken place. 

Hr~ Tl'aT1s had sat ln thla timet she was a young girl , 
just .S.xteen :rears old , and had been ve1'7 aotive with us ln the 
voter registration in KcC::omb. And I mean t hat she, with all of 
us • had walked the streets every day, rro.m two to t1 ve, or t ro.m 
twelve to f1ve 1 as t t were, ln the hot aun1 ( 

) 
the local Negroes there in McOomb, and the f eeling or apat hy, or 
the fee.r, and the 1nabll1 ty to move 1 the absolute 1mulob111 t y ln 
the face of' golns down and raolng the registrar ln Magnolb. 
Her response waJI to take some lUnd or aot1on on her 011m1 so she 



BP - 6 

jolne~ the att-1n group. ~h1a infuriated the oom~tt:r, both the 
white and the Negro OollllllUni tYI the Negroes were infuriated that 
she was so :roung, and. should be down there in that jail, and the 
,rhite OOIIIIlunlty was infuriated tbat we would send a young rlrl 
down like that . Actually, we hadn't knO'Im her agel I wasnTt 1n 
to'lm at the time, and though I did know her age, she told the 
other peop~e who were oonduottng the e1 t - ina, tart on Ban'1) and 
aome or the other SNCO wor~e:ra, that she was over eighteen. 

At tM.s point, then, the to'lm was 1n an UProar, •• were having 
meetings, the white people were haTing meetings 1n their secti on 
of the town, the Negroas were haTing meetings in thelr eeotion ot 
t he town. To tep lt all ott, the next week John HaJ'dT, was arres­
ted and put ln jall ln Walthall County. He ha4 been working there 
for two weeka, and they'd baen taking people do'lml and finally one 
day he ns ~ng some people down to a registrar s ofrtoe1 bad 
walked ln, had been retused the r18ht to register, and he had asked 
the registrar why. The registrar recognized h1111, took hla gun out 
of his desk drawer, and snapped down upon hls heed w1 th the butt of 
his p1atol. John staggered out lnto the street, and was walking 
on the street when ha was accosted by the sherttf', and arrested, 
and charged with dlllturbl ng the peaoe. John wound up in the Mas­
nolle. jail, ln Pike Oounty, beoauae it -• too hot tor hlm 1n WaJ.­
thall County, and they bad to transfer him i!lllledlately. He was 1n 
the ce.ll the rest of the 111 t-in period, and that was the flrat 
time that I had gone dO'Im and had a che.DDl!! to see them ~ in jail 
do'lm there. Xt was ppetty hot dO'Im there, aDd, the;r told me that 
they were not being allowed to take baths, that the food •• pret­
ty bad, and their ap1r1ts , however, were good, exoept that they 
were obviously losing welght, and one of them was ver:r anxi ous to 
oome out. 

'.rhe Justtoe Department entered immediate~;, on John HAl'd:r'• oaae. 
It took plaoe, I think, on September 7 0 two da;ra later they ~ 
filed a sul t 1n tbe D1atr1ot Federal Court 1n Jaoltaon, a.all:ins; t;hat 
a temporart inJunction be placed atoppins; the trial, wh1oh was to 
take place the next d!Jl.J ln WaltbaU Count:r. Judge Coi, who was the 
t1rst appointee ot President Blsenhower and a long friend ot Sena­
tor Bastlund, and an obvious patronage, or an obvious result of the 
senatorial pr1T1lege, in appointing jud1o1al appointments to t he 
Pede.ral Courts, refused to g1 ve them a favorable hearing. I aup­
potte it was a T1otor:r that •• heard 1 t at all that evening, and 
that they were able then to ny h1m to Montgomery that n1gtlt, I 
thlnk: 1 t wae a 'fhursda;y night, and WB.ke up Judge Beeves 1n Mont­
gomery, Alabama, at twelve o 'olook at night, and ask him to give a 
temporary 1n.1unotlon and overrule Judge Cox. 

In the mmmtlm.e, we had to go baok to Wal.tbal.l County, John B$rdy 
and m;raelt , to tace hls trial the next morning. We didn't ~ow 
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llfh&ther the Juetlce Department woul.d be able to get a stay or not. 
I r emi!IIllber, that morning we were both :rather t1red, and a l1 tUe 
•hook a t t he thought of going back tnto Walthall Count;r to face 
thla tr1al. We got t~re early 1n .the lllOnUngt and there wer.e peo­
ple gathering, end ~thered aa soon aa •e appe&J'ed. They sent ua 
up tnto the buzzard s roost, the 11 ttle aet or eloping, ( ) -
ltke extenatona, at the b&olt of the courtroom. tn ('.r7lertown), wh1Gh 
ta the Count:r Seat of Walthall County. ADd then all the old t'IUII\-
ers, and the :roung ones, ( ) and all the men - 1n a 

ohoxus - p thered downstairs to see u• the trial l!SS got.ng to take 
place. While we wsre altttng there, the oounty proeeouttns attor­
neJ oame t n and anDOUnOed that the Justice Department had obtained 
a sta1 fl'Olll Judge Reeves 1n A1abama, and that tbe trial would be 
( ) t'l'o111 ( ) Court to ( ) court and t!'IAt unt11 
that time J ohn Ha7Xl:! was tree and not bound to attay i n jaU. 

So we left - or at least we tried to leave. The p0ople were :rather 
thtok 1n the oorrtd~r as we wqe leaving, and gra1Jb1ng John by the 
shirtsleeve aJJ we were ll!l4lT1n.S• an4 li!Ak1ng naet:v reu:t'ka at hll!l as 
we lett. We :t'tMllJ got throUgh and to the oar, and there, o£ all. 
thtnga, the oar doo:r was stuok, and we coUldn't get 1t open. So 
t tnallJ tne po11oeman oame up e.nd told ua we'd better get out of 
t}).ere, bel)auae ho couldn't hold tl'lou people bacl( tor so long. We 
~) out into the 1110b, and then got on out of town, being very 
careful to atay under the speed 11m.1 t . 

We finally got back l nto KoComb. so, t hat 1l8fl about it, A couple 
ot days before John RaJ:'dJ was arreated, we had gone baok into 
Aldte County , to Llbertn thta t1ae I was not beaten but ( 

) was, I tn1nk that was on the titth ot Sept ember, and I 
stood by and watched Travia get PWJIIIleled b7 $11. old u.n, tall, reedy 
and thin, very, verr, very •ea.n, nth a lot of hatred in h1111.. Bow­
ever, he w:aan't very, ver.r stl."'n,g, and luckily, he d1cbl' t do too 
~ch damage to ~v1a 1 who surtered from an eye brutae and some 
head-knook1n' . 

on that part"toUlB.r oooaeton, TD!.vts end I hAd bean st tttng out front 
on tlle courthouse, IUld then deo1ded that we woUld go 1n b&ok beoauae 
thEI peopla wera 'begtnnJ..na to gather out front . And tb«t...,:t'~:v 
ever,vbo~ - about f ifteen people gathers d •round back and began 
questioning !l'ravia and IQ'Belf. Now our reaction 1n ali or those 
1natanoes , to the que~tt1on1ng, is to s1.mply abut up, ·be atlent, and 
get very, very dGresaed. So people were talking to Travis, and 
he was answering th8111 some. They were 1J&k1ng h1m where waa he fl'0111, 
and how cane a Ne8'l'Q from New Yol'k C1 ty oould thlnk that be could 
oo!!le down here and teach people dom hen bow to t'eglater to vote, 
when they had all t hose -probl8llla up t hue in New Yo~k City, the 
problaJJ of whi te girls going w1 th nigger boys , and all auch llke 
that. P1n.ally they began to beat on Travis, and I -started go1ng 

http://teg.ro


BP - 8 

towe.rd the ahert1':r' s office, and wtlB out off, and finally went back 
to trr to get Travta away from th1a :fallow who we.s beating on hlm. 
we did this, and '1'1'8 walked over to a (truo1r) Whloh was nearbr, and 
got 1n 1 t , and want on back! to McComb. 

Well, the Travis ( 6tz.:.l-l- ) incident, followed b7 the John Hard7 
incident, in lial. thall • 6~nnt:r, just about eleaned us out~ The fal'llll'­
ers ln both those count1es were no longer wil11ng to f!P dcnm, peo­
ple in Pike Count:r and in McComb were in an uproar, With the sit-
in demonstrations and the taot that Brenda TraT1s , a sixteen year-­
old girl, -s in jail, and so the rest of the mont h of' september, we 
just bad a tough time. Wasn't much we could do, the ki ds were ln 
3ai1, people who were in jail on the s1~in charges had five thou~ 
sand dollar ball over thelr heads, and the problam was to raise that 
money and get them out or jail , and then to sit dawn an4 see it we 
coUldn' t eol.leot the pieces toget her·. 

illell , we got through September, aided ln ~t measure b7 the pre­
sence of some of the l aw:rera from the Justice Department who fina117 
came in to begin investigati ng the YOting complaints. We stayed in 
for about a two .. week per16d, e.nd while that were there the;y gave a 
lot of •111;1port and oonf'idenoe to the Negroes , in the colllllll1%l1t7, and 
all.owed us to f!P back into lrlaltball and Amite Counties and inter­
view people who ha4 been i nvolved in ~oter registration cam"Q&igna, 
and raised some hope t hat perhaps something woUld be done. 

And then flnally the boa& lowered, and September 31• Herbert Lee 
was k1lled 1n Am1te Cottnty. lie hM s~t the prev1o~s week in 
Am1 t.e County wl.th lawreN from the J'ustice Dex>artment 1nveat1gatlng, 
and taldng atf1MT1 ts from all the· people who had been down to re• 
g1ater. Tile Sunday before he Ifill& killed I we.a down at B~eptoe's 
w1 th John n.Mll tl'Olll the Justio• Department, and we asked Steptoe 
was there. a:ni !anger 1n that area, who was oaus.w 1;he tl:'O;u'bl.e, 
and wtl.o were the p-ople in danser. Steptoe told UB tllat .E. H. HUI'flt , 
who 11 vad. aorosa from them had bean threatenil)g people, and that 
specU'1oally, people ea1d that he, Steptoet and Herbert Lee, and 
George Ree•es were 1n danger of lo&ll)g the1r lives . 

We went out, but d14n' t see Lee that afternoon. 'l'Nlt night Jolm 
D \ft and the other lawyers 1'rom the J'ustioe t:lell&rtment lettJ the 
:following morning, al»U.t 12100 noon, ( ) Anderson came b7 
the voter ref1strat1on of'tioa, said a !mn had 'l>een shot in Amite 
Oounty 'hey d brought hlDt over to MoC0111b, and he -s lying on a 
table ln a tune~ ball 1n McComb. And he asked me 1t' I might havG 
done 1t. I went down to flake a look at the body, and 1t was Her­
bert Lee. There was a bUllet hole 1n the left side of' h1a head, 
just above the ear, he had on his farm clothes, Qnd I was told that 
he had been shot that morning. 
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WeU, there trasn't IIIUOh to do. We waited until n1ghtfal.l, and . 
1.i'en we went into .Amite county. Arld then ro~ the next rour or 
f1vo3 n1ghta we iU'ove the mads eveey nlshtt tl'Olll the time lt got 
darlc until about three or 1'our in tbe morru.ns, till 1 -t was llght 
again. ~ fil'Bt object 11-'11& to tt'7 and track do~ those people, 
Negl'Oes, who had been at the shooting, and t17 and get their 
atorles . And the%'& ware three suoh people who had been at the 
shooting, had seen the whole il'l1)1dent , and •u8Jlt1.al17, the7 told 
t,tte aruae stoey. 

Essent1al1y~ their story was this . They were standing at the cot­
ton gill -1'17 1n the mol'J11ng, and they saw Herl;Jert Lee d1'1"Ye up in 
his tl'Uok nth a load or cotton, and E.a. R\1Ht, following di rect.&. 
ly behind hlm in an «npt;v tl'l.tok. Runt got out or hts tl'llOk and 
aame to the cab o:n the drt'V'er' a stt!l.e of r.ee• s , and began arguing 
w1th Lee. He -ege:n gestioulat1ng towards Lee, and pulled out a 
f!i\Ul• 'fth'loh, he had und•r his shirt~ and began threatenl~ Lee w1 th 
lt . one of the people who was close Q1 said that Hurst was telling 
Lee, "No fooling around this time, I 1'eall.7 mean ~ineas . " And 
that tee told h1lll , •Put tbtl sun doWl1c. " t won' t talk to you unless 
you po.t the gun down •. • ~t Pllt the sun baCk untl,er hts ooat, &l'ld 
then Lee sUd out on t.ne other stde, c>n the orr aide or the oa'b. 
As he sot out IN.rat ran a~ ~e front ot the cab, took h18 sun 
out ElStlin, pointed at Lee ana shot himL 'l'his 18 the story' that 
t~e NeSl'O 11t1tneases ~ld us on th;r,e separate blgh1$1 as we trent 
out in Alll1te County, 'h'e.Cking t htaa down, knock~ on their doors, 
waking them up 1n tbe middle of the nisnt. 

'lbey also told us another atort. 'l'Wo of them admitted that they 
had. been pressured b1 the local authortt1es - aherltts e.nd the 
deput;v ah81'1tt and aQl:!le of the white people 1n town - to tell that 
there hadn't bem~. a fight , that Lee had h.a a tire tool, that he 
had. trll!ld to ttl. t Uurst w1 th a Ure tool, and ~t Bunt had shot 
Lee in self-defense. 'l'he;v snd that these atortea nre not true, 
but that the7 htld. been toNed to tell them t'or tear ot their OWl'l 
live&. (Lee 1ll tlU7 oa.e• } was a Bmllll aaan, ~out s•4, maybe 
about 150 pound.s Hilrst was a large -.n, about 6 ' 2 uPWQrds of 200 
pound&, I UDders~. ~once1ve:ble that he oou1! have been so 
threatened b7 Lee, '11'1 th a tire tool, that he wou1d have bi1d to 
shoot h1m. ll.'he :tact was , I beli e-ve, as one or the witnesses who 
was standirtg <\lre~tlJ b9h1nd Lee stated, RIJ th.at Lee never raised 
a hand! to hit him, ana that l{Urat ai,lll.ply ran around tile fmnt or 
his oar and shot him. Dr. Andel'Bon who reoe1v"8d the body later 1:n 
!'IoOomb said that there n:te flo porier blfi'!tm, on Lee' s bead, and it 
was not ~osa1'ble, as Hul'llt claimed, that the gun ltent otf aoo1dm-
te.lly When he htt tee on the ai de of h1a head. Lee'a body lay 
on the gr<mnd that mo:ming tor two ~. unooveN<l, until ther 
fi~l;y got a fUneral hOl'lle in MoC~b tQ take it in. No one 1n 
Liberty wOUld touch 1~. 
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Ttley ~ a coroner's 3urt Jhat "161'1 sam,e a.tt..,rnoon, Rurst ·was ao­
quit~ed, he nevu s.pent a JDOI!lent 1.n laiJ.J 111 faet, the lihertrr had 
whisked lW!l away vert shoru:r attar the o%'1me W1lS cQ:amitted . I 
ram:ember ~liS very b1 ttarly Ui the l*pe'r:l 1<be ne:r:t mol'liing, a 
11 t1ile snort art1ole on the fron,t page ot the KoCaml) En~rpr1se­
Joume.J.. It said that a Negro ~ been shot, Ul sel:f'-defenae, as 
he Wl\B t171nf to at~ z.n. BU.Ht. ~ tbat was 1t. They llllgbt 
have said he d been ( a bWa ) • i'hore was no aent1on that he 
was a famer1 W1. th a familt 1 nine ldds - bea\lt1ful k1dll - e.nd that 
he tw\ r~mea. all o!l hie lire 1n the oouni;J' and that he nad been 
a ver:r aubs~tut.l Q1t1zan It tn!ls as 1t held been a cb.'ux\k or 
s0l;leth1i1Eh a:nd ba.d gotbe11 into a fight and gotten •hot. 

Well, that wasn' t th$ end of the oa~e., We tl"ied to tNO}: d,own 
( ) that we could. prove, o:t' atte.oh it to the TO~r 
regtst.."''lt1cm (\rive. Now ne lmew tn our Jutarto and. m1!1Q.s that Hurst 
was attack1ng Lee blolll'Uie or t.he voter regist:mt1on d!'ive, and at 
tile polls ·we all felt guilt'Y'l and felt redpo~lble. eli'U!Je 1 tts one 
thing to $et beat up, ~ 1t a al\9ther ihln.g to be reapans1ble and 
part1o1pate 1n s0111e wat tn a !QU1~: We toWld out olll.y t~t Hurst 
he.d been W8.1t1nt~: ror Lee on the rQ841 ln the state ~tt:nator'a house 
t~e mol"l11ng or the ltUl1llg1 that wMn Lee came by Ht\tst Baid 1 
"There goes Lee, I have eom.et~ to ~J~e h1m about, io /snd had sot 
into a t:ntok and d%ove off, Re Wl<Sn't even driving l'l1s o~rh truck, 
he was @1't1.118 Billl .TaQk (C~U«n's) txouok. Iet ·the shooting was 
done w1 th hiS own gUn, whloh p%0bablJ' means that be was oarrr1ns 1 t 
on h1$ perso~ Whloh ve also found out 1a eontrar.r to his aoous­
tomed use. People B!lW him pe.as!.ng on the highway, Hurst close be­
hind Leef. SUd then the people saw t~te aot\Ull kill~. 

( ) the Citizen' s Counoll ' s mfet1nss ~d taken 
place 1n Llbert7, where p«>ple h$d CJollilll fl'Qm oo1mt1e11 100 miles 
4waJ"1 to d180U8S the TOter r&Sistre.1;1.on dfive, the pl.an.G that had 
be~ J!JM.e at those meetings , and the plana to st<>p the drive were 
not available~ And try as we .migbt, we couldn't; set even people 
~o lived tn town to bl;'eathe a word abo"'t sn:v other things whlob 
anr other wh1 te J>&CPple 1nva%'1abl;r tell Nesroea wuen thine:~J are 
about to lUlppen, 

fli\..at •ra8rl' t the endr about a moJJ,tb ;later one of the ntneasee ()8Jile 
"ilaolt ovn to McCOmb. Re told us that th~T were going to have the 
e;~ jury hear1ng, tbat he had. told, a Ue at the coroner's jUl"J, 
that he wanted to know i t he told the truth at the s~ 1~ 
hearinS1 would 1 t be poasible to p%'0T1de h1lli 111. tlt Pl'Ote~t on, We 
oalled tile Justice Depe.rtment, we ta.l,lced to responsible ot't'ioials 
1n t~t ttepal'tment, they told us tlUlt there was no way possible 
to proTide prottiQt1on to;~r a w1 tnees at suOh a heartns, ~ that 
probabl.y 1n b1 case it didn' t matt.r what he t8flt1ttecl, and that 
Rurst would be tOlmd 1nnocent. So this ~~~~on went baok an4 told the 
atoey he' d tol4 to the coroner' s 3u.r7, to ~he grand jur;r. And 
the;r d,ld, obv1ouel3', :ran to 1nd1ct H'llrst~ 
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For this man that> wasn't the end or his trqublea, ~d abOut s1x 
vr eight lllOnths later, his 3aw was broken by the deputy sheriff, 
l.'llo knew that he had told ~he FBli: that he had. been f'oroe4 to tell 
~ lie to the srand 3U17 ani to the ooron~r's jury. Be04Use Wte 
deputy sh&ritf told h111l e:r.aotl;r what he had ·told tbe P.B:I. For 
reasons 11ke theae that we l!ielhve that the local PBI was &Ollle­
tues in ooll.uaion w1 th th.e local, s"er1Na and oh1ets ot police, 
and that Negro witnesses aren't sate 1n telling 1na1de 1nforma~1on 
to loeal agen~ of the FBI . 

SitlB TWO 

(Opetl1ng sentences lost for lack ot voluce) 

• • • ( ) was not allowed to so ba.olc in the school, ahd 
earlf 1n October ( ) l.SO students rJarched out aud marched 
downtown. Therel s no doubt 1n 1111' mind that probably the reason for 
the 111.ov.e! a.nd pal't of the :reuon tor ( ) that so 
many stu.q,ents Pould $0 , was the ,-bole aeries of beatlnas1 oulm1nat-
1ns 1n the ld,ll1ng1 that had taken plMe in that a:J;"U. l 

) the wh1 te ooll!IB\.U11 t y was oonq~letely on edge bf that time, 
and b;r the t1rae l!iO students stopped 1n front ot the o1 t7 hD.ll to 
begin ~one by ona, Brenda firat , fUld then Curtis, e.nd then 
( ) • ( fall 
ot us herded up the a tepa and into the ott:" oourthOWie, ( 

) packed on the steps 
es we went up, and then; tbe l!lOb outfllde, wa1 tins. ( ) , 
threatani.ng. And 1naide1 ( . ) , 

the wb1 te people, the so-call~ sood c1tizel},8 of the town, one by 
one, to take a look e.t thls Xoaea ~. And the:r ~uld CO!llft 49wnt 
~ stand at t;be front of the jail, and sa:r where was Mqses , AJ:l,ll 
then the kids wou,ld point ae ~.tr and I was , again, TeJ.7, very 
qui et, and ( 1. And the people woul,d stand up , 
< ), ancl 
tba.t went on the rest of that da7 • lie were ti.naU7 taken up, one 
01 one .. into a ldnd or lrane:aroo ouurt Which th81 held upstairs, 
lth1Qb was crowded w1 th citizens from '!(he town, tl'ie sllerttt 1 the 
loo-1 o~tr attorne~ , the looal judges. The purpo•• ot the court 
was to pin 1nt'ol'\I'JI$.tion about the t1m1ns of the de!IOnat1'at1oZUI , so 
that they could prepare their oaa.e. \ile ot oQUl'Se didn't lulve to 
answer ·NU' or their ques'l;lonat nevertl\elees , w• di d, IUid one 'by 
one we went u,p and tol d our a ton. I 1"1lllleJnbel' w)len I went 1p, the 
l'OOI!l was ver.r tense, there were people sort of s1tt1ng around on 
the edges, on the benches in the dar.k, and the aher1tts were 
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