Lalfayette: Terry, what do you think about the Negro leadership here in

this community?

Shaw: I think we have two leaderships in thés community. %hat's Reverend
Anderson and Mr, Bartikin. I think he was the best because he statred

all this, 4pd if he hadn't died, I think we have,,.we'd at legat be further
than we are now, Lost a great thing when he died, T think Bnn::;x Anderson
has taken over where Mr, Bunsey? left but not doing a better job than he
was, I think he doin' about the best that anybody else can do, And I think

that he is dcin' more tham ¥r., Bartikin #id., And I think

the white people know because what really happened wae when he ﬂhad an
accident and ran over this man, they throw it out of the court. They

dart tomperin' and
tryin' toﬁthink f something blg becauss they can get him out of the way,
we have a leader, but we won't have no one in his catezory, to take over,
I think that they doin' us weEmx wrong because when we have free meals, the
vhite man :::ltfeed us and stuff like that ifjwe give him nolee. For instance
& lady was uptown one day, in line with her daughter. And this man told
her she was 100 old., And she told him she wasn't goin' in, that was with
her daughter, And he snatched her out of the line andmgﬁﬁfgit him back,
Then, this policeman, who was white, Everyone in Selma know him and he's
supposed to be bad, They call him Goodman, And Since Goodman is real bad
and he's get more than anybody else, he have a little racket goin' on of
his own. And he -- this little racket that I was %aixk talkin' about,
When Crae got put in jJail for shootin' a boy, Eiiz had a car and Goodman
bought it from his Mama for §$40, And when 1t came, Goodman asked did he
buy &8 this car, he denied that he bought it, During the time I was passin'

messad with me. The ast’_ed me.

out leaflets, white man asked me # what I was passin' out for and everything,
fhere was a certain white man, He wanted to help me. I will not give his
name because I do not want him to lose his jJob, He passed some out for me,

And the colored people that hai%Pthem from him. You know how we are.




we take a leaflet from a white man and won't say nothin' to him, but look
at him funny., And they looked at this man funny and walked off, And he
told me 'bout it the next day., Told me 'bout it the next 15 or 20 minutes.
And we laughed about it, And he said that he would like to he}p the drive.
He know lotSef some more white that would like to help 1it, Yeagggow. I think
we stand a better chance in this community then they do in Birmingham, To
say more about livin' conditions, My house i:xxright in front of a ditch,
And after the ditch go out, 1t right in front of a creek, Ve sifs in the
backyard., At Xexx least \4-35—% sit in the backyard sometime, at least I
sits in the backyard sometime with the dog, And any time I don't have any-
thing to do, I Just sits in the back, I always sits in the back., And walt,
And about 15 minutes later, here comes some action, And we kill a snake,
He crawlin' through the yard like a chicken or either a rat or something.
One night, I was in the bed sleep. Brother told me he heard an old funny
sound at the foot of the bed, So I thought he was jivin', I turned ofer
and cut the 1ighqbn. And there the snake was == lookin' dead at us, And
we killed him, And we didn't want to say nothin' xh® to the neighbors
about it because we would disturb them. And we go down the creek, go
down the creek huntin', And 1t's just like walkin' in the woods or somethin'.
We go down the creek. 'Bout 10, 15 minutes dog run at a rabbit, The dog
done catch the rabbit, He's comin' back runnin'. Coon or 'possum or some=-
thin' that scared him to death, We have fun down there because every time
we turn around, we see a water moccasin or either we se: a green snake,
Anykind of snake Jjust come right in the house anytime they get %e ready.
Jusl like one of the family,
Woman's voice: Tell what type of snake came into your’room.
Shaws type of snake that came into my bed was the water moccasin. He was
lookin' at us kinda strange, Fact, I say he was lookin' at us like a white

man or somethin' cause he was tryin' to figure out what was we doin' in bed,
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And he was in there with us, Found a snake in the house and havin' 12 kilds
in there is kinda strange. Especially, I have 5 sisters of my own. I have
10 sister and brothers., Tens in all, Not 10 sisters and not 10 brothers,
I have 10 in all, Fgve of them are gone, And my slster has 7 kilds at
the house of her own, And so we only have 4 rooms in the house, And we
sleeps, as I say, we sheeps in stacks. We have all girds, I think it's all
girls...it's 11 girds in there and one boy and that's me, And I have to wake
up in the morning and it ﬁ look kinda strange for a young man to wake up in
the morning and see a whole lot of girls walkin' 'round in housecoat and he
get up in his pajamag. And fel kinds funny, I have to, for instance, I
say ... Sut anyway, I gets up in the morning sometimes, I help my mother
cook., When I go to school and think about it, I be thinkin' about whether
or not I'm still QPoy or girl, Just havin' 11 girls in the house feel
kinda funny, And findin' snakes lﬂt there and things, I don't think
it's right. And I think E, Step or I Step == ought to fix them houses or
either do in with the snakes, E, Step and Hi Step is the mens that we rent
And their
from. *hey don't seem to care about our 1living conditions, tmxtke houses
is nothin' 1like that. I mean because they stays in houses, alr conditioned
houses, They don't worry about nothin', I doubt if they let their own dogs
sleep in theilr houses, And we have to sleep in the house with snakes and
things., I think least they ought to do is tr;gggiﬁg%sk to people about
cleanin' out the creek back there., Or either do in with the snakes or
elther we have to move, And if we move we still move in one of their houses,
because they own about half the houses in the vicinity, in the town, And
we don't have nowhere else to move, But we move out of that one house,

we have to go to another E, Step house, énd the colored peoples that own

houses in the city o 4And they can't hardly can't,

Make the rent wnough for one E, Step house that he rent. (Blank on tape)

seelt’s too o0ld,



Terry Shaw Interviews
Iafayettes Terry, why do you think the people

vote? (Or, why do you think that people should register to vote)

et

At e !
o registered to

Shaw: Well, first the reason I joined this place and really wanted to reg-
ister tﬁéﬁgib was because, my mother's a housewirfe, She makes Réxma

$13 a week, And she have 7 kids to support. My father and her is separated.
“nd we don't get a chnace to geot exactly what we need, We have to look
upon somebody else to support us, My father -- he giveSme a third of what
he makes, I give it to m‘y mother and she have to supply the seven kids
of 1t, And my brothers =-- I have two brothers out of town =~ they sends

a little bit but not too much. Before they were making §13 a week, they
were makin' ,10 a week, And they started makin"‘IB 'round about in '61.
We have a famlly of so many, We have relations ::devery thing. And my
slster 1s not exactly,..she married., But her husband not exactly straight
and my mother got to buy the groceries for two families -~ hers and my

sister's, We don't have a e« Our community's not

steaight., The houses we stay in -- they leaks., And the man that we rent
the house to == we tell him about it, And if he fix the place, the rents
will go up. #4nd the rent go up, then we won't be able to pay rent, %o if
anything happen to the place, we have to have the responsibility of fixin'
it back again, T hat's why I think people should register to vote, Another
reason 1s bacause our bathroom is not sanitary. It has rusty petx pipes,

We have to go outdoors. If it raine, we get wet goln' to the bathroom,
fhen when we get in there, we still get wet, We get wet comin' from the
bathroom, And if anything happen to the house, we have to pay more for
rent, For 1instance, lust year == the year before last, exuzctly == I was
flooded, ?be house was damaged., Rats came out the creek, Moaches and stuff,
S0 we told the man about 1t, He didn't have the house sprayed, We had to
have tggiﬁgggg sprayed., After we sprayed oup house, the lady next door had
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to spray hers because the rats would go over there, And so everybody in
this section had to spray thler rats, an@ roaches and everythin's. And we
tell the man we want to fix the plsce where the water damage the house.
But if we fix that, our rent would bel $14,50 for regular rent. And if we
fix the place, theegggz would go up to(¥17 andﬁhle. When %g get cold 1is
when we really catch our problems, We have to buy wcod from the woodman
for a dollar and fifty a half load, And 3 & whole load, And after vwe buy
the woods and put 1t in the heater,stuff, and get the house kinda warm,

there come a cold breath of wind and come inside the house blowin' o
E.S ‘W

PR
And 1f we tglﬂ fix that or something like that and we gotta have the

place fixed, the rent will go up mcre, And if we fix 1t ourself wé still
can # lose more money, Plus we got the £13 # mama make and that don't

help but a little bit, Half the time, we gotta cut our mam own wood.
“nd after we cut the wood, go outdoors, the _pipss done troze, Can't

bein' bust,

get no water, If the pépe busts, then we have to pay for the pipe thexx
And we Jus catch it during the winter time,
lafayettes Terry, how do youlfsel bein' a Negro and livin' in the South?
Shaws ¥#ell, I think bein' a Negro and livin' in the “outh 1s just like a

1N L pey)
dog and a cat bein'Atogether, The dog Jjust amything the cat

can get, For instance, we walk down the street, two in a group., If three
white girls walkin' down the street, We have to stop to one side, let them
pass, And if three white boys wdlkin' three in a group, if two white girls
come 1n a group, wedl, we have to get completely off the sidewalk and let
them pass. Or we go uptown, they Wz® have the best of everything, And we
go in the movefls, they have the best., We have to go on the outside the movies
to go th the restroom. They stay on the inside. We go up to the white
movies, or up to the Wilbert, the same things happen., Ve had a colored
weren't anybody
movie, the Roxy's. But sumpyasdy went to the Walden and Wilbert so they
started showin' the pictures, showin' the same pictures, but they started

showin' 1t a 1little bit cheaper than the Roxy theater. Run this man out
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of business, Now we have to carry our business up there. We Jjust don't
have no rirhts, If the police be standin' on the corner of bhggg;gh school,
And we go acrose the traffic light. These whlte boys comin'. Light on
yellowl they goin' to wald till the ¥ light come completely on red before
they can stop. They'll come by, throw cherry bombs at us, Police don't

say nothin' to 'em, Ws hollar back at 'em, well, we have to settle that wih
the principdl of the school, He'll get at us, I think colored people

don't have too man%?gtghx in the South, kak

Last year we had a plcenic over to the school, &Soys havin' a good time.

S0 we had got, I guess we did, Anyway, someone

slipped some liquor in the school. Hyself and 4 more boys =- we had the
liquor., The principal == instead of a%gilins with us, he went and got
superinetendent Pickett, And Plckett came. And we thought the school

were run by the schodl board, but it wasn't . We had tov go downtown and
talk to Mr, Seymour, Mr, Eagles and this man on induatry, Larry Thod and
Balston Baron. Ve had to talk to these men to get back infs school. *hey
told us we couldn't come back to school in lessthan a month, We stayed out
of school for about a week. ZThey came by our house and they talked to our
mothers, An&—Lﬁﬁ;itaggggiég%;gkéttiié%:i;d%d. Anyway, we returned to
school. And we went to school every day, but we didn't go to no classes
for a whole week, We Just worked and worked and worked, After we finished
doin' all the janitor's chores and ewesythings like that, we went out of 6
period clase., We went to all our classes, We Just got the assignment,

and came right back down to the additorium and started workin'. We had to
build a shelf. And clean the tops of the lights off on this side of the
place., VWhen we finished cleanin' that, we had to go on our side 2nd clean
up after the kids ha&%ghtﬁn‘lunch. After we finished workin', we was on
parole at school, We couldn't get in no more trouble for least than a month,

We stayed in schoocl, Didn't nobody get in no trguble., At the end of the
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month we had to go back down to the office, And mr, Geller, he did not
talk to us., We had to wailt till Mr, Pickett come over to our siégggg:the
poad, And Mr. Pickett began to throw the book at us and told us what all
we shouldn't do. He started talkin' about how the student over in Parish
High carries on., Sald they never did anything like this before., We didn't
get a chance to tell him how the liquor got over to the shhool., And that
he told us be quiet and listen, And after he finished talkin', he told
us we could go back to class, We returned to Eaim class, 'Bout 2 weeks
later we had to Bo back down to the auditorium after we had had a great
assembly, We had a Career day. Kfter that was over, we went back down to
the auditorium, we had to mop the floor and wax it again.

lafayette: Terry, how do you like workkin' in the movem=nt?

Shaws I think workin' in the movement is all right until you get to some

of the 0ld people who live in thés « For instance, 2%

Saturday I was ecarryin' out leafelets. *his man, he satys in the bottom
and he works for a ¥ white lady., And hie wife irons her clothes for her.
I walked in the and gave him a leaflet, 35he was lookin' at me.
4pd he snatched 1t out of my hand apd throw it down and ;E¥QQWLget out

of this and don't come back with no more stuff like that, 3Said
he di1dn't have nothin' to do with this voter registration stuff goin' on,
And so I left and went on down and delivered some more, And the people
told me they apprecitaé what we were doin',..the Student Nonviolent Co-
ordinating Committee, And they sald that they will join us if they can,
Sald they would be down there Monday. And on my way back, he stopped me
and he told me he had to do it because he was infront of this white lady
and he didn't want his wife to loose her job., And he asked me to give him
a leaflet and I refused to give him one because he had act crazyigﬁﬂigﬁéf“Q-

Went on up to the pastor,..Reverend,,.pastor of Bptist -
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And he told us like—he—sure appreciate what we're doin', And I think they're
vorkin' with the movement very good.
Iafayette: Jerry, what changes would you like to see here and in Dallas

County%

Shaws Well, I'd like tdgghangea in the way of the reactions of the people
in Selma. And I would like to see changes uptown, Like for instance,
Walkin' by Quik Check, you never see a colored person workin' inside Quick
Check. You only see wh& white., 4nd Af you go on down farther, you only
see white inside the white restaurant. I #m don't think we gonna be doin'
it after we got the right to go in. We won't wanna go. If you zo down

a little farther, you go down by the barber shop, %We see a colored boy
shinin' shoes., And if you go down a 1little bgt further down town we see

a colored boy workin' in a newstand, But if we go to a store where they're
sellin' clothes, we don't ses a colored boy sellin' clothes. But we see
him sweepin' the floor. Or either washin' the windows off. And we see

a young colored boy doin8 the same -~ sellin' clothes when there's an old
cloored man washin' the windows. And if you go over to Kresge's or Wool=-
worth or somewhere we hardly do see a colored person, But we know a colored
person work there because he be downstairs, And if we g0 inslde Jackson

or either Miles shoe service we don't get waited on by no colored peopleS
But we see the colored people stacking inside the boxes and things, And we'd
like to see that changed. We have no park, playground or either swimming
pool., I think we need a playground and we neoed a park, DBecasue we don't
have no facilities, Ve have one place, two places for colored to have
activities, That is behind Hudson. And you can't have nothin' back

there but baseball games., And over ;S Palne nothin' but baseball games,
And Af you play football during the winter, we have to rent the park., We
have to rent Memoiral Stadium, at night., We have to rent it, And when the
white peoples go over there, they don't have to rent it. Apd they already
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have & playground. They have a swimming pool%3 But over in Memorial Stadium,
vhere we rent 1t for one night, they ﬂiit-it for two ro three months, I
don't think it's right and we need a playground so the kids be more safe,
lafaysttes Terry, as you stand on your front poarch and you look
up the street and down the street and around you, what changes would you
like to see take place there?
Shaw: I'd llke to see for colored to have a permanent road at least comin'
down the street, Because i1f you stand on the front pprch and you look
down the street after a car pass by, wedl, you won't see nothin' for
about 15 minutes -~ o& . - 'gkuk‘xhen you 8till see the same dust,
I woula like toc se= the community more cleaned up. Th- garbage man are
come by. And if your garbage is not ‘,§E§,2°i’ r$é§f2¥% the front for
him to pick up, he'll pass by., And if he go through the white section and
the garbage can 18 inside the h ouse, well, he'll knock and tell the maid
to give 1t to him. I have seen this %6 happen, I have did it many days,
sittin' on the front porch right below the ¥ %&ﬁﬁ‘fﬁ. Seen the
garbage man get the can from the backyard., But if I be late bringin' my
can, I have to go catch the garbage truck to put it on., I'd like to see
changes made in that,

lafayettet Terry, do you think there's any hope for the people in Selma,
Alabama?effa;hink ve have & better chance than we had ever before. Because
I think vhen I was carryin' the leaflets, out about two ro three weeks
ago. Or elther yesterday, I seen lots of people say they will vote, And

I didn't know Selma was quite as large as it was, But when we was over in

Selma, earryin' leaflets out _ugc o g:ugggaxg,ﬁ g& e sebed], e
Ugller's futher 4o relp s

to bring over 25 or 30 peoples to town with him Monday. When his son is

the principal of the school., And won't let the students be out for anything,

And go up and vote., I think that Selma have a better chance.
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