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'lhe first people that I accompanied tot he Sunflower County 
Courthouse in Indianola, Miss. gave me the spirit and courage to 

,, ;· _:coqtinue. _ .... __ . _. __ ,, •;:- · _ -:; _! . ._:.:. _ __ ·: 

: :. _: _· -' I wT li 'a'lways ' remember Au~s- t 22, 1962 
.:c.l :; )c. -became a r.!B.n. It was on this day that I was 

_ courgge and the a bill ty to move in the face 
:·, -:; - . _dB.!lcer such as I had ne_ver faced before. _ . 

._. _ ..... 

as the day that I 
to test myself for 
of fear and dm ger, 

: _ .. . i . 
• :- t • • . .. • . -- t • ' • • • • • • • • . • • • • : ~-- • • 

·: _ :. · : .~- · About 7:30a.m. that morning, I had been -arround . to the homes 
c::: : .o~ people who had gi•ren me their names as -persons willing to go to 

- - ~e- courthouse a -nd attempt to rebister to vote. I was very disa­
ppointed, I had only b een able to find three of the ten. The othe: 
because of fear had left home rather t'1an say so to me. 

,. :-,; £)·.:~ .. :~ . ""'- -= .; -: - .. ~ . .. _ -~ r~ . .. "' :;::t: . .. ···:-· . ·.· ~ -- · .-r · :· - · r . 
:; ·: .; :: -- : ,~ince, ·I was going down to the Cour-thouse !'or my f+,rst time 
L (' •'" I too ~1as afread; not of dying and not of the man (Mr. (.;harlie) 

~-:- :' :- :•: ·Per say, buy of the powers the sheriff's department, the police 
- : < ·department, the courts; these are the poYrers and the forces which 

, -. .- . : keep Negroes in their so-called places. The night riders v1ould not 
· be -so · fearfulif it wasn't for the sheriff who V"Ould be on their 

· ·:sides, or the polid:emen who would arrest the_ Negroes ;n ·o had been 
~·.-. shot by the mob, for breach of the peace. 'Ihe Negro just happened 

:-. . - ·to be in th.e wrone; place at the right time. So for this reason and 
- -- " - --many others, this poor Neero must face a hostile police c.ourt, he 

IID.lst stand before a prejudice judge and be sent to the County Farn 
. ·- . ~·. , ., or the State prison, for a crime corn.mitteed by others whos skin 
~ -- - ~ -; : : : ~ ·happened to be lighter and brig.J,ter, this is the system and the 
.- , - -.~ : ' ;~_ !Jf~ects of t· ~ at . systE!m and of the people su'sjcct:ed to the system. 

.: .o -. ~ : : ; :: ; :: · . s~ I!D.l~h - tb~ : _ th~ in-bet..V~~n~ About8 a.~:. I had ;niy three ../ 
. ; .people to go to the courthouse, this was the day . I learned that 

.· ~ . • the numbers were not important. I learned that a faithful few was 
:,~ --~- ~~ :.be~ter than an .uncertamn ten. _. ~- , . · ---~ _::;,; < , .. o. · , . • : ·~ 

.- .- ;_ ._. .. ~, ; · 'lh~s~ · three o~~ - l~dies \"thorn a~es r~-~~,{ fr~m 65 t~ , - 85', knew 
the white man and his -:rays, they knew him because they had lived 

. . . ;~ _: worked and r-aised fc.milies on this plantations, and on this day, 
•· -, ..- · __ :~ they would come . face to face with his sons and daughters to say, 

.:. ' ·; ·_-; ··:."t ie lillst be Free;" Nowt · - . =: ·, __ .--- : . : . . : . : : · -- --

::_, .. ,_. _~" ' .": ~ : · To~ie John~on, son of one of.,the : la~~es - ~ctive ·~~ ~ the move­
ment in Ruleville vras to carry u:s dov1n in his car. About 8:30 
Tommie came to vrhere I was staying and we Vlent to pick up the 

. three old ladies. After we had them in the car; off we went, 
down the high\"tay south on 4 9 hig'1way. 

:>_: -~ _ · .ie d~ove pass an Am~rican service station operated by -three 
· white brothers known as the 1'ioolenhams. Thesewere bad brothers. 

They were known to beatup Ne ~roes getting off the Gaayhound bus 
when it put them off there. They also pulled guns on Ne~ro.esvbo 
asked for air in there car tires. As we passed ~his station I 
could not . help but watch ·to see i •' they noticed the car,_ for t:.."l is 

·- - .... "'"""' !'Oi x brave ladies do\'rn weel<s earlier, and all the 
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white people knew lt.on and on - plissing the people in the cot_ton 
fields; trucks and busses alone the sides of the highv:ay; men 
!!omen and children mov i ng to rhythm of the beat of the hoe j 'Orking 
hoping and forever say "lord my time ain't long" _ this work \'.i 11 

·,;.:. ,~:..r - · soon: :be over, I' 11 be free. · · · · · " · · , ·~ · · :.- -. , 
·.': .. i ':,) : · .:; - ~ ::: -. .- :.:: :_: .:·. . :. :: . · ·.: ~· - . .. .. ~-~: ~ -•. -... : : · - :· ·_ ·;_ - ~ . 

Now Doddsville, five miles south of Ruleville • Doddsville is 
- the home of U.S. Senator Eastland, J~mes, 0. ~astland that is 
I "j ;-;::: . ~ ? ::': !.. :: : ; ~ :;,' ·.· > .. . :.: -~ ~· - r . · . · . . : · . · _' , ., :. -:- · ·.~ - . : _··_ :.., ·~ · - ··. :.. . 

" •-'! 'l~ -:- ' : .£.'h_e ' lie;ht •turned red ju'st as our · car reached- the intersection 
<' ~ ·and we stopped. A stragge little place this was, • five or six · 

buildings old and run ciovm from the ~ears when cotton vras King and 
the Ner,roes were even more plentiful than they are todeyy. Dcddsvill 

~- ·~ · ; ; ' -... here many jears · ago the burning or Negroes was · a Sunday spectacle 
·; .( ·:- <:Where whites young and old delighted at t ~'is eveil which . killed 

:- :~" ·' , ··the spirit 0 -the old riegroasandsetthestage ror the place-
:.' ,;1 ' :: i . L. __ tixing or young · ones · not yet born. · ·. :· · · ,, '' - · '·· · · :~ > ·.. . 

-~- J r· :. .: ~; · : .··- ~ - ~ - - ~ - - -- ~ - :· -1 . - ::.:. [ - -~ : r -~ ~ : ::-- "'· ··: .:.. :-- ~-:: ~.- :~ : ~' -: 

. On and. on my eyes taking in as much at a glance as possible. 
:;.r,l: 'lhe old ladies talking telling the stories or the years gone by; 

( ')i.[me wi'th knees shaking :nouth closed tightly so as ·to not let them 
:! <: he~r · the fear in my · voice.Iam feeling the movement -of the _ car and 

_:·::..·> the ·rumbling of the motor as we move on and on towards our des­
_; :'}:; ::·c, tinlttion, Indianola, county seat of Sunflower County. As we move 

·r.:. ::::: •:.p';lss the · lettle town ·or Sunflower one of the old ladies said, 
.· :.:;:J~' ; . "-'IJon -~t be lone; now", At that moment my heart seemed · to stop; 

r :- ;~ ;,· ···:tear .. so · nruch fear; -realizing 'l'lhat danger could lie a'1 ead for · us 
. · ;,_: :> · especial me. A smart Nigger trying to change a vray of life. liked 
. ~ , -: , ~ ~by· everyone·; at . lease it seemed that Wf?! • · ·• ·· - • · . .- -~ - ·.;;: · · 
~ ::;:: · ·~ ~·:[ 1_:- :: ~ . - '! - .' . · : ·; : ·:" ·. ; -· · ·: · ~ :".. ... · : ·.-..• _ ... , ~: :; -_"\.,: :, ; · ~ _:· .: ~ . • : . 

. t ;_:-i ,: · - ~: ; :··Indillnola, the City limits or Indianola~ "state -,of Mississippi; 

._, ,:! county of Sunflower I am the police. Th.ese are ~e '1'0 rds of . !ndian­
. ;r,,? ; ·. •.o ola 1 s trusted police officer, Officer Shark. A_s we move into ·the tc 

pass the rrumbers of Gas stations along 82 hi ghway I could almost 
'-~: :speak now. · I was -going to face the man (Mr. Charles) in the · 
:!', ,;:Courthouse. I was fllled ·vrith fear but this I nrust do; do this or 

:!c: ·· .-: :-cont1rrue to die. Not that I was · dead and walking as such, but one 
who is alive -rn real life but dead in · riund dead in ability to say t 

· do or to · act in a way that · wou-ld give attention to ones present 
···: :: :; 1~ - society. ·. · ·· .. , ·.- . ; · · ::: l .;_. _>- · ····; _ · ·· - · 

':t .. : ~ . f .. • . 

- ---~ ;--c:-:.:~ c- -::· · ;- - 'tle · turned off the ' highway and again we drove south, this time 
. .. :, . . ·. : : ·.' . ~ . .·.· .. .. ~ ·. . . :· , .. 

\._ . - . 

~ ·. : ~~ 1;hrough a neighborhood, . a. vrhi te neighborhood. Th.en around a corner 
and there was the courthouse the police . station ·and -the sheriff's 
department. All of the b!.g powers together. 1:'/e pulled up in t'ront 
or the Courthouse. The building was an old faded brick type wth a 

:; :._ foul" door . that opened on a different stree.t. :· ; ,·_ .. :·. 
. .' :' ·~ . 

,• : 

, . _. As I opened the door to get out I got a feeling in my stomach 
that malie me feel weak s1:eat started to form on my forehead and my 
became moist. At this point I vras no longer in command, the t.'lree 

.. old ladies were leading me, I was following them . 'l),ey p;ot out of 
. ' . : :-the car and went up the . walk to the courthouse as if -this was the 

long walk that . lead to the · G0 lden Gate of Heaven, their hnads held 
·...; .:.... :.high. !-watched .from a short distance behind them; the pride 7.ith 

· , which they >talked. 'lhe strong convictions that they held. I · watchec 
" aS they walked up the steps and into the building. I stepped outsiC: 
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outvide the door and waited, thinking how it was that these ladies 
who have been victimized by v1hi te faces all of their lives would 
suddenly walk up to the man and say, I nant to vote. 'Ihis did 
something· to me •• It told me something:-Tt was""""'IT"ke a voice ~ eak­
ing to me, as I stood there alone, in a strange place and an un­
know land. This voice told me that although these old ladies knew 
risk involved in there being here they were still will to try. 
It said you are the light, lit it shine and people will know you, 
and they will follow you, If you show the way they will p;o, with 

_ o~ _w!. thou t you. _ _ 

•o they did, I ask one night; I told them what to do and when 
that day came f followed them. ~e people are the true leaders. 
Ve need only to move them; to show them. Then watch and learn. 

. ·•he ladies came out of the courthouse and found me day dreamint 
~ey told me that the man in the office had told them that the 
office was closed~ at that I went to s ee. I tried to open the door 
but it was locked. I knocked but no one opened the door. I went bacl 
to where the ladies were and we went back to the car. 

As we drove away I looked eack at t'1is place, called Indian­
ola for one day real soon I wo~1ld make a speech on these grounds. 
Surrounded by hundreds. ~at dream came true J~ years later. \~hen 
we held one of the greatest Freedom days in the state around the 
courthouse. _ 
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