
Rest in Power, Nikki Giovanni (1943–2024)

Today, we honor Nikki Giovanni: poet, activist,
and voice of the Black revolution. Her words
sparked movements and inspired generations.

Swipe to learn more about her legacy.



Born on June 7, 1943, in Knoxville, TN, Nikki Giovanni
was raised in a suburb of Cincinnati, Ohio, and spent

summers with her grandparents in Knoxville.

From Knoxville to Fisk University, Giovanni's
early life shaped her radical journey

EARLY LIFE



In 1964, Giovanni restarted the Fisk chapter of the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), marking the beginning

of her activism.

Nikki Giovanni’s leadership with SNCC
solidified her commitment to the Black

liberation struggle.

FISK UNIVERSITY & SNCC



Giovanni’s work became central to the Black Arts Movement,
where she called for Black solidarity and revolution.

Her poetry, full of love and power,
positioned her as the “Princess of Black

Poetry” during the late 1960s.

THE BLACK ARTS MOVEMENT



Giovanni’s spoken-word poetry, set to gospel music, reached
mainstream audiences. Her first album won national awards and

shaped a new generation of poets.

“Truth Is On Its Way” became a movement
in itself.

SPOKEN WORD ICON



Giovanni celebrated hip-hop as a continuation of the civil rights
struggle, drawing parallels between 1960s poetry and rap lyrics.

In honor of Tupac Shakur, she tattooed
“Thug Life” on her arm, symbolizing

solidarity with the fight for justice.

HIP-HOP CONNECTION



For over 30 years, Nikki Giovanni shaped young minds as a
professor at Virginia Tech.

Her wisdom extended beyond the page and
into the classroom, inspiring future

generations.

TEACHING AT VIRGINIA TECH



“We write because we believe the human spirit cannot be tamed
and should not be trained.” 

– Nikki Giovanni

Nikki Giovanni's legacy lives on through
her words, her activism, and her
unwavering love for Black people.

FINAL TRIBUTE



Join us in honoring Nikki Giovanni’s legacy. Share
your favorite poem or memory in the comments.

Follow @SNCCLegacy for more stories of resilience and revolution.
 Let’s continue the fight for justice.


