
April 4, 1965
Dear Phil.,

This letter will be a grab-bag as I have been saving a10t of' clippings
and assorted stuff' for you, and will f'or\vardit today. Also will l~rite
the newsletter which has been owning for the past two weeks if I find
some time•• I 11 takm thing· one at a time to ee that everything gets
covered. First, you letter; Fir5t.1 as to Martin. SNCC is holding a
meee·ting in Atlanta on Mondayjust about this :3 .subject and I will tell
you about it when Roy gets back and lets me know. Slater went to an
SCLC conference in Baltimore a fet'; days ago and I hat €lnt spok~m to him
yet but heard second hand that "Martin seems very depreSsed and despondent
about the s1 tuation in Americatf

fI WhenI flind out what the hell thatm means
and whether 1t can be translated into action I will let YO' know. I
PROl-'IISE that I will do sometldng about the Jaconbs piece - probably one
evening this \'leek. Its just that I hae been h ·lping "Wendy try to get
caught up on her ~i/ Cor-eeapondenoe and last \'1 ek we had a fl'· end from
NYU law school who came to tay with - he became a hugh fucking pain
in the ass and I thought I'd go crazy the last couple of days. deLisovoy
can live with you for a month and you donc even notice th~ hells in the
house but this guy (Hoguet) was everYlfhere and under600t all. tl1e t me.
The place we have here isnt a hell of a lot bigger than the Ne~l~e~ St
place so you can imagine the problem. As for the duBois club mag" ask
Phil D if he put me on the list, otherwis~ have him send it as 'f,havent
gotten an~thing as yet. Let me know all you can re the HUAC v±s~~ to
the Bay Area (or Sant B) I havent heard anl~o e than what you mention d.

Now for your mailings, clippings, etcs Fir_t a letter from Caqu
to Robert Albritten, (carbon Cahn ent to me). I am including my,original
letter to Cahn about this which l~l explain what its all ubout&' P .a~e
_.n!N;b~t,h b, ck. to~" I just want you to see them because I think that
·Cahn is bett.er than moste His letter, the i.mmediacy of it in res pori..e'
to ,,,hat is obviously a very pissed off letter from mep would Seem to '
indicate that he really does care about peopee, and there ;just ~snt a'
whole elll.'l of a lot that he mI. can do about it." Anyhow, it laan 1\

inter sting series of exchanges... I 11 let you know if there are any .
furthre developments. Meanwhile, OEO Project Head Start has been sniffing
aroudd Wendy's ass like a cat in heat. She has gotten phone 6a.1s from
them abou.t "how wonderful, how excigingU her project starto, and it
really eems a if they \d11 ge~ money ON HER TERMS. t the heat parD
i that they seem (they being Wendy and Carol) to have vinced the
Supt mr Schools to turn OVer ~K classrooms in ~* two different ~egro
grammar achco La to run a Head Start Program there this summer, and this
lyILL NOT BE U}IDER THE CONTROL OF TIm SCHOOL BOARD; BUT RUN BY THE DOUGHERTY
COUNTYRESOURCES DEVEL. ABSN.!JINC. But tomorrow we serve a If- a motion
on Mro Cordele the Superintendant. a king for further relief in the school
desegregation suit, m so thi project might. be short lived •.

Other goodies are a long piece 011 Halcoihm from the Village Voice
forwarded by Mina. I think I migh.t aye s nt you this already, but now
yoU can have two copies. Also an interesting thing fllm Muhammed Speaks
which shows you where Lewis is at - and this is clearly the Don Harris
influence - ·tlj.ey b-ecamevery close during the Africa tripa. And a
beautiful dialogue from a fl~eedom schoihl class conducted by Stokely C.
Mr•. Tut'nbow who is referred to in the dialogue is a very strong local
guy, V8i'Y acti1fe in tho MFDP. And a carbon of a letter I sent l·linnia
\'1hichaccompanied a clipping from the Village Voice whi.chtalked about
a new anti-commynist gamcw 'oJhich was just unbelievable. nd anoth r
clip f'mm th Voice on the War on Pove ty with some nice que tio
asked by Jan Jacobs. But the most important thing from the Voice i
filV'e Shall Ov rcome-l'lbwn?" by Na't Herrt.o f'f", I wont even comment on this
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other than to say that it is one of the best criticisms of LBS's speech
and the moronic wake of white liberal exbaacy which follO\'1ed it.. See
that this gets wide circulatinn on the Coast as I really think that he
sums it up beautiful}y - especially in that bit about his Jewish mohter
who hated the goyim urrt LL her dying day - and no one questions her •.

And now, the newsletter •••

I worked on the Bill of ~xceptions in the Burkes habeas off and
on durlng Las t week , and after tso trips to Camilla this week we finally
got it filed. 'I'he Judge had finally denied the habeas (after the hearing
at the end of last year) and we had to file the BIB: to c a r-r-y it up to
the Georgia ;:;upreme Court. The Judge of the City court who ruled against
us is a very interesting guy. He was extremely curteous and ~lvi.l to
us, and after the second visit to his offioe ~ot into a long conversation
about antiques he has collected around South Cfeorg1a and told us his wife (s
family ca roe from Fresno, Calif .• I believe I had ment tene d that he Has
v'fIry rei.!' du,!rlng the habeas hearing itself, and I had no comp La int a bout
the majority of ~is r-uLtngs , So many of these Judges dcnt reallyooare
\..]hat the record looks like and overrule you allover the p Laoe, but he
seemed to be very concerned about this .• When we talked to him ~h1s week
t t came out in the conve r-sat ion that he d 10 not go to law sc nooL (this
requirement before you can practice law in Georgia Is a very recent one -
in fact there are qui te a few lawyers who d 1d not go to law school who
are in p r-act Lce , ) He seems to take t he law very serious ly, and th tsmlght
be be caaae he Lsn I t one of the boys from the U of Ga. Anyhow, we had a
he a r-Lng in vJhich we argued over the cordpleteness of the r-e cor-d and matters
wh.ioh we c LaLrre o we r-e error. The lawyers for the i'\'arden are two Loc'a L
guys from Camilla - one has been in pr-a ot t ce for many Yflars, and the other
1s a very recent grad of law school. Anybow I guess it was too d emeant ng
for the 01 lawyer to attend this hearing, se he sent his associate who
had never handled one of these bill ofaxceptlon bearings be f'o re , And he
made a comp Let e ass out of himself. with the old Judge finally telling
him pretty much to shut up as he was only oonfusing the 1ssuese Anyhow
the w!::ole thinr was a relative 1y pleasant e xpe r-Leenee as compared to most
appearances of this sort where they e nga ge in the most irrelevant kinds of
har-r-aesmenb , Stuff like objecting to a c oupLs of typographioal errors
in the copy of the record and till and requesting that it be typed over
before they will s ir:n itg and 1...orse• .,e

SNCCand the tlovement have just belen made parties to a $380,000 law-
suit. Carl ::.mtthp the gr-oeer wtlo cLaLnshe was put out of b usLnes s by toe
p tcke t Irig b:/ the Albany Movement, and who i'" su Lng t ts Fed. U'overnment
for $200,000 for failure to protect him In his capacity as a federal
juror 1s now suing S TOC, Albany }~ovement, Sla.ter, and assorted other
peopia (the che Lce of pdx defendants seems very t r-ra t ional as ne i too r
GoleHe or Jonl is named, yet three people who are not in Georgia a re named
as partie, defendant, and also a woman who was never mentioned in the
original trials or~and jury hearingse Bob Ho~uet, a freind who is at
NYU Law School was down for the week last week. Aside f r-om doing a Lr t
of work ar-oun« th» nursery sohool like cleaning about a ten of c rap out of
the backyard he also did some preliminary re ae ar-cn into the compl lnt
in this suit.

T finally got around to reading the file in Preston King'S case.
Preston mts: Ls CB's youngest brother, an extremely brilliant guy who was
offered scholarships a 11 over' the world after he graduated from FiSk. He
ftnally wen~ to the London Schbb& of Economics and got his masters degree.
He wanted tc\ go on and get his doctorate (which he would have completed
before he was 23) but the draft board started to write him. 'l'heir initial
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correspondence to him had been written, "Dear Mr. Ki.ng r " but after they
discovered he was a Negro the letters were "De ar- Pr-e s ton ;" e He also got
a letter from his mother telling him that the J..Jraft Foard called his
home to find out his address and was into t hat firs t name crap wi th !-Irs ••
King t oo , So he \'Ilr'ob them a nice letter telling them tha t he Client feel
the t there was any r6..(80n for the j ntlmate form of address a s he d Ldn t t
know the Ladv who was wri t Ing to him, and that he felt that an agency of'
the Federal 13-overnment should not UfilN display this sort of racism, and
that therefore he would dl regard any fur~her com~unlcatton to him which
wasn't properly addr-e ese d , So t~le bastards back-dated his notice to report
for a physical and he was declared delinquent before th e letter reached
him. He kept up a correspondence w Uh various offie ials t n the Army
meanwh t.Ie , hut when he came rack to the US a fe"J months later on a spe ak i.ng
tour sponsored by an Afro-A.mer1can a s aoc Ia t Lon he was a r-r-es t.ed and tried
for draft-dodging~ The wanscrpit teeds like a comedy s cr-Lp t a nd oo 1;'110
be f',mny if it weren't such a t r-ag t e loss •.. 6 was convicted and decided
it just wasnt t-mrth s t.a yi ng a round to fight tbis Idrro of ioiocy in th9
land of the k free; so be VJent :g back to ~'ngland, got his doctorate, and
is no w a full professor a t t he Dni versi ty Xli of' Ghana. But the brother of
CB who is redly fascinating is Glennon, W~)O in 1957 applied for admt s s ton
to the University of 1.!fississipp1., and \.188 kidnapped and put in an insane
assujlum. It took CB 3 ~eks to finally ~t the doctors to admit that he
was perfectly sane and tor-n him 100s6e

During the middle of Las t wee,k Bose a Miller d Ie d , He was the farmer
from baker '-'County who was murdered by the whi te man , He leaves a w·.fe
and five ch I l.dr-en , and she is pregnant. But there is even some Lnpe r-cep t LbLe
change in 'aker- County. ,Jalter }nller, his older brother, ~ went to th:3
justic of the peace and demanded a warrant for assault with intent to
mUu1s8r be sworn out $ A few ye ar-s ago this yJO uld have been unheard of but
the« JP swore out the warrant and set a :tt5000 bond, Which is a reasonable
bond for assault 1r1ith/u• And the day d that hds b:fiot~r died Vvalter l-1tller
went ~8ck to the Ji and had him swear out a murder warrant, and the white
was put into jail, without bond, and held there for a few days until the
com-u tme nt hearing" Of coursethe comrnittment he c.r-Ln g werrt as expected"
We had been over in Camilla that day en the Pur-ke s matter and drove into
Baker (.;ounty for t t , lfhere are only three ways out of Faker (;ounty (Newton,Ga
You can go a Lon v a 2 lane road which runs to Albany to the North, or a
road wht c h reins to 'Eainbrid~e to the sou tbae s t . The other way out of town
is the road to camilla, to the sout he a t , '1'0 get out that way you have
to cross over a bridge which 1.8 only one Lane , '.Lhe bridge crosses the
muddy, swampy, Flint; Rt ve r , where many Negroes have been found washed up
or, its banks Baker is a frightening county to work because two cars
can block a 11 the ex! ts and Uler is no o t he r wey out. when we got t c
Newton it was a bou t 1:30 and the bear n g was tc start at twoe The change
since '63 was Lmtred Lat e Ly appa r-arrt among the Negroes'. Very few s~owed up
for the Charlie 'I.are trial - teo i.ntlm dated to come tnto toun , But now
they lined the street CDOSS from the court house, and sat along the court
house wall (a space genernlly only used by tbe white ccurthouse gang) And
they didnt smile and nod at the whI te folks who passed by , othey were angry
and their' e xc re aa Iona showed it. l'he C urtHouse itself bad under one a
complete tra~sformat ion , 1-.'henHe we r-e there in '63 it was filty. Years
of slime and g r-eaae covered the walls and pews" The ante-bellum spitoons
were overllowing& But now the interior was covered with a coat of cream
paint; everything, wall, pews, and the Bench was cream co Lor-e d , And new
porcelain spLt oons , hardly spit in" gleamed in the cor-ne r s , But the most
no t t cat Je == 1,.18S the absence of' the little sign which used to sit on
the lrJa 11 he ~tnd thi'') Judge .•• "Keep Smiltngrt - was gone <'I Such a g rea t xmim
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because if you were a black man, up fOl' t r-La I in Bake r Cc:unty, all :'(ou
could d r- was smile. he Negroe e entered am overflowed "Buzzard i ~ Roost"
where ~ they vlere s till being relegated by the officers of t i.e Uourt ••
Oh there are some changes in Baker County but lets never forget ourselves
for a mtnute.-rut there were so illany Negroes tbat the Sheriff grudgingly
had to have some of the ~'Jhite folhks clear out of H. one se c t lon o " the
downs sa Ir-s and he put the extra Negroes into it. }t1hen we walked in CB
said hello to the ;:)hertff, and the Sheriff even mumbled some kihd of reply .•
We walked down tn front and sat cbvIn on a be nch , There were some angry
looks but no one saiel anything. But all of what was happening goes so
well tc vpr-ove CB's ar-gume rrt that you can whip these Sheriff's by hitting
ttle:m with daraage actions and forcing them. Lnt r the expense of a civil
l:tt~f!'atlon a+id the humt Lt.at i on of being ~ars cross examined by a Negro
lal.:Jye~ 't.-Jith all the ao r-d'l d r-aveLat Lons that are produced, because once
they ha ve expe r-Lence d t.na t they a re much more careful s hou t indiscriminately
mur.dering' Negroes - its just too pa tnful an experience to want to go through
again. It w ou Ld be nice if some day the Justice Department decided that
they 'Here re~lly In t e r-e s t.e d i.n put t Lng a stop to t h» violence arid bruta11ty
pr-a c t Lce d by 9&1 Lce 0 I'f ic ia Ls t hr-ougho ut t rs South, and the North for
that matter, and started prosecuting these guys - knowing they WJuldnt
ge t conv 1.0t ions, but i'or the th(l;7rapu tic e ffe c t t he s e a ct lone wOllld have"
But its a. lot easier to palm off a voting bill, like a civil rights bill
and let that take care of things for a while. I'd normally get into a
Lcng denouncement of t h e re:eral gove rrnne rrt , but tonight 1 'm tired, trying
to get two weekS worth of l!IKKS: news Let te r- out at 011C6, and be s Id e s everyone
who gets this knows where its at '!Il1.th tbe Federal ....•ov t and if you dent it
tvould he a lrJ9S te of 1xRi:" ti me to try and e ,(pIa in.

I dent re ne mbe r- if I LId you this bG!'fore, but I finaL ..y got the
answer on the bus Lne s s about For-eman not having walking s aoe s or a sleeping
bag along with F':;,rtin., It seems that just before the mar-ch vae to start
Mar t i.n told tb8 top people, inc Lud ing For-eman, what the story wus. J:' or-eman
was abe oLube Ly furious, but d idnt know what else to do so lrJ nt a long \.j 1th
the march. but this was what precipItated his denouncing of Martin and
some furious curs ing him out - and he ~;iont care wX heard. He told him
he was a'lmonke y faced mother f'ucke r-" among other choice re ma ke, and t h Ls ,
along wtth fllf I cant sit a t the table of de omcr-a c yk Itll kick the fucking
legs out from under itfl, was ove r-he a r-o b',' the pittsburg rabbi, leading
to the A? story" Did you get a copy o r the two news items t:at Miller
was putting out from the LA Times (I be Lf.eve ) , Vary interesting. If
you d idnt see t hem let me know a:l d I'll send you my copies. !·1 ller has
wrItten me several letters aak tng to be put on the maI Lt ng list. I Lgnor-e d
the f trst but he lrJrote aga Ln , I guess it cant do any harm - iibat do you
think? He obv Lous Ly has seen some of them o~ he 'Vlouldnt know ab c ut t bem•.
nyhow, Le t me know yo ur thoughts on t: is.----

A week ago Sunday we went to Coretta King'S "Fr-e e dore Concartt! .. She did
a nice tbing by donat Irig the entire or-ccee ds to the Dougherty county RDA, Inc
to be used for the e omn.un l ty cerrte r , But thd. t woman can not s ing.. ~ow.
Its funny because I had seen various r-ev Lews praising her performance as
"the greatestu• I guess for w~i te liberals she pas to be good, I mean
after a 11 she f s }1artin' s old La cy, but the performance was terrible to

Ano ther-x ttlinr'" which I thought vBS bad was tha t the performance - if you
ha ve n t seen. 1t she does a kind of narration interspersed \vith song of
the hdts tory of the~ovement - had been written about 6 months ago and she
d tdnt aXil bother to update it. L" ke there is one part where she starts
to name pe op Ie who have been killed in the movement but she only gets as



the three guys killed in 't-!lssissipPl; and Lt.s like Jimmie Lee Jackson,
Rev Reeb, and the ~ ita w oman from Detroit never happe ne d , And t he r-e 18=
another part wher-e ~he talks about the bastard police chiefs like Bull
Connor and She I' H'f' Clarkjl but she doesn't bother to mention Laur-Ie Pr-Ltchs t ,
Sure its o •.k .• for Los An ce Lss where pe op Le know about Bull Connor and dent
know about Laurie, 'but she wasn't p3rformtng in L.A •. that night .. I was
just d I s ap o:'nted in the \I..~ole t.h Lng , The best part was the audience. All
the society asses, people who had not dens a damn thing for the fitovemant"
were there resplendent in theIr gowns and jel"Jles. I kind of expected to
see a couple of local \.b ite b l gs not s , br t I guess the W1 ite c om-runlty
project that the pe a ce chicks were r-unnine cou Ldrrt even produce that"

One of tbe ~N~C ~uye
XflOf. has mC'rl ~avinr; 8. bit of a h.ra s Ls with his draft board. I dont

know if I Mentioned refore that all srcc people seem to turn up 4-F as
far as the -io17el"nemtn is coriee nne d , - bout- the last thing they t..Jar::t is guys
like Cob1" J.:ltxli..UE:~ to get into t~e Army and s tart a fiktng th same ~l)estlons
the t t re yar are asking 'Nap-roeE' in the Sou th. Anybow the ~rtXwrxbi!!:Kli. Texas
board wrote him te Ll inv him t be y wanted him ~tiXKXfor a pn ys LcaL, He
wrotel:>ack e xp La . n l ng the t he was 'r.uch too bus y to get t c R1Ubtz. 'Jhen
he made a collect call, which t!':ey wouLdrrt Ex£~taceapt. and finally he
wouib.d up pa y ing fer the call h Imae Lf", He got into a long arrument about
why they uant e d hi''r to ~RX.nJ( sic;n a form which c Lea r-Ly said, (f111 out
completely e xcap t fr~r s Lgna tu re ", and t n Ls went on and on. !ttnally the
followinq letter w~ written:

1ft-Has i'~ull ins:
I i-J8.S no d ble to keep t~P, e ngarteme rrt of f':arch 29, }965 10)i th

your agency Ln ~dxxx 7eX8S ow ing to my dire financial s tr-a t t.s ,
However I do plan to '1 in Atlanta be twe e n ~. r1l 5 and Hpril 7
a nd ivould appr e c Lat e it if you would al~ry your a ge nc y there so
that I co uLd se them on April 5 a bou t 10:00 a s e , 'I'ha t would
afford roo m ximum convenience. In regard to our conversatIon of
Varcb 29~ ~~do no t unde r-s te nd why - have to pa~, for a 'busmness
call tr yo ur- s ge ncy from «Lbany , ccnce r-ne d purely \-Jith d e a Ll nzs
co nce r-r-Lng t ae gelecttv,,-3 Servica a no an appointment whi ch I d idX\
not make but 't<Jltich was made for meJ t.Ji t ..ou t any regard or concern

hown for my 1->:1S'l'1e88. \0:6 vlill -end you bill for t~is calJ when
t.hs x next phone bill comes I n , I would a , pr-e c I a t e prompt pt;vment.

tl.lso, at t h e arlie t posst.'!:'le'·}ate I \vc uLd like to make
an a ppo L: tm nt 'Vlith s omecne t4':Io "l-J')uld be able to e xp LaI.n to me

t hs reasons fr.r your app qant ir:terest i n haiinv roe in ..'our rmy.
Since your Rovanmenn has allowed me to be excluded rr~m almost
everrthlng el~e run by white folks, it seems rather odd that you
we') Ld want me to DO in your Army, rut pe r-haps yu ha -If €I a sat j e fa etoyr
explamat10n for all of thif. I would al~o question your motives
regarding this as all the :~rmy seems to be dc~n?, lately is fip:ht~ing
my blakc br-o t-ie r-s in Africa and A81.a.ee,.~

Yours in this, cur s t r-ug Le for freedom,

He got back a letter ~!1ich scrt of ignoreo everything he said, quoted
a paragraph from some atsmy regulation about no discriminat i cn based on
race or religion, and s e nt him a whole lot of forms to fill out for a
transfe~ of physical to ftlantG~ Oh, r forpot tbe best ~rt. In the
phone conversation the lady asked him if ther~ was an y th l ng physically
wrong Hith Ihlm. He told her he had asthma" ~he asked if it wer-e a
chronic thing and he said no, only when he got around lhtte f'cLks , and
then ~ he got to wheez1.n and snor-t tn ,
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Yesterday the Nursery School got its tax exempt status from the
Internal nevenue Service. ! put this in here as it saves me lJ riting
B letter to my friend Ph I L, in '.-{as',tngton, who showed me hO\~ to get
it. But I canlt holp mentioning that we got the damn t~1ng in 14 days
ana I didnt have to get to \~as~ltngton to do it. But this is only be ca us e
I had good forms to copy. thank you.

We are now in 8 mw offlc6e ~ nice, clean, freshly painted duplex
on South Je ;ferson. lhls had been talked about for a long t i.rre but we
finally made the move$ We had an eviction notice in March (two months
notice which we given in Jan uar-y) but we never did anything about it
because of t Lme-iabor t.age and just because tte re i s a whole !II lot of stuff
that my man never does any tn Ing about and just hopes it "t1111 go a way - like
a chapter' of - bo ok he j.r-cmt se d aoroe guy in New York that he would write
about 8 mcnths ago arid he still ha s nt written the first sentence. AnyhOW
the guy who owns otjr building wanted to turn it into a whor-e house ~ ~)ell,
that isn#t really fatl', he wants to make a Hotel out of it, bu t., ,•.• So
wher) we d I.dr t 'nove the bastard let us stay but increased the rent from ~p40
to $105 - H:-:'ich is unbelievable rent fOT' down he re , '0 \J6 used to talk
ab o ut mov l ng , l"itn-lly Sl tel' tcld us a. bou t tbis dup Lex and we went over
an d d e c Lded tc take H& 'I'he rent Is (:-5 /mo" 'fe ii'il1 stay tn it through
the Sllll1:iler hile che y bu l Ld the new offices ror Sldter and CE. ?'~cving
was a g r-ae Ll nc e xpe r-Lonce , 1'6 had volume, of ooks which we move d by putting
them in c: r tr.ns . .oJ€, had a bunch of 1i ttle kids come up f'r-o n ;"arlem to
help us rcove , Since we didnt do too much supervising, not only were all
the volumes packed in at random or-de r-, hut I for:,ot tc note down what
volume e nde d on wnat shelf, so t.he only ~~ay to get the books back in the
bookcase was to sort through all' th9 boxes until VGU found n~mher 1 and
then start building rl'or~ there~ I also discovered that CB hordes all sorts
of old crap. We dont havu an~» much sto~age space h~re 80 we had to
t hr ov ~n]ay a Lot , But he went t hr-ough a whole lot of changes be ror e he
would trwow away h:s notes from hi~ Torts calss and Contr~cts class in
law school. ,.ftl3'I' bh re e days ano nights of Loa d Lng up pickup trucks
and lugging bC;~G8 H~ finally got: all s t r-a Lght; and are no;"] in pretty good
shape •.

Dennle


