
Dee_ Ann , 

Box 1024 
Albany, Ga. 

June 22 , 1963 

AE 1 promised, I t>.m w:ri ting t o advise you of tlle events that have 
taken plcce sinde I nrrived in .Alban.Y . Thir.gs ere happening very 
quicklJ he!e end I am v0~y presse~ for t~e , but will try to v~ite 
es often as I crm to fill you in on the v1ork here . I would appreoia~e 
it if you would shro-e thi s le t ter vti th noug Hill e-nd also sned i t on 
to r:~essers. Goodn':rn end Crockett in Detroit : 

We left Londay morning ::md arrivedi in Dallas on W~dncsd8.y in the 
afternoon, hE.wing slept out for two night s . Stayed with a friend 
i n D('llas ·lthile 13lickcr v isited relatives. 58-turda.y morning we star t ed 
dri ving c~ross the rest of Texas , through ~ouisianc an0 into ~liss issippi, 
nrriving in Jackson r ound 7:00 p . m. We tried to look up ;. . .,r YO"tmf 
but his number J.S unlisted . I spoke to an n ttorn ... y nru:ned Hall who 
wor~-s with him but aE there l·ad been 35 ru.·reb t s Friday nnd 27 I.J.ore 
O!l Saturday he w0s much too busy to sec. us. I thought it ID.J..~ht be 
a ~cod ide~ to drive out to Tot~aloo Collet;e which is juot outside 
of Je.ct-son encl c. rc""llJ amn.z i ne; school when you conci~e.r vhe_e it is 
lo~:?tec , ::>.;;; it has o.n i n tet r a ted :::c.cul ty ;:.. nd o tudent bo.fd . \'!c :drove 
tb..r'J':~sh the g"'tes and pP..rked , - nd I •·np.r-oa.ched ~ g:r·oup of Girs l and 
asko~ ''lhere the Iron ' s dor m was, hopi ng that vm could gc t put up i'or 
t he .r..ight . Trey rointcd it 01} .. t to u.s "'nd on the 'IID.Y ever v;e were 
stopped end aoked extensi ve questions as to •nho we were. We ex:plc.ined 
oursclved and I p:oduced TL.Y corresponC:.cnce frcm. 0. :B . King G.nd so:.:.e 
of tle tension er::>cd. The ::...on who s toppe" u:::. r1as """r . Henry E'l• ige,G i .. ho 
is Director ol· T-ublic Rel~tions thcr :: l He told us thrt on rn.r.ny occr s i ons 
the bti.ildines were firee upon by the l oce.lc one thct v.;c hcd coLe dCJ...n 
close t o getti ng E~hot, as two whi tc boys drivi!l[~ UJ. onto c.ampus i n 
the cnevin£: wore highly suspect . But he wco very nice, and 0rranged 
for us to s t a f i n hi s r Do:m ns the campus v1as fil:~:.d with people who wer e 
i n J ackson for I!ledg~r Evers funeral. In his room wac the bi0.:,es t shc!Jt­
gun I have ever seen end the dresser wa.s covcr ... d \Ji th ~helle. fie 
explained that ae the campus was v ery tense at this point i~ woul dn ' t 
be e. good idea for us to valk aroun~ unless he ca:ne along~ cnc then he 
took us to the lounge ~nd introduced us to alot of stuanct~. It ~as 
a really inspiring experience t o talk to th€s~ kic ~ whc a1e riskin£ 
their li,-es ev~~ Y day to zm make this no.tion c decent J:lC..c e to live. I 
spoke at r:reat leneth wmth fueiL.phi s 1~ormc.n ( a ., oung Net,;ro stucnnt 
whose pi 't'..r ... ~ was fron~ page in all the prE:ss vrhen e.n e::. - cop beat him 
up for he.' i n' -.; .e "audaci t J" to s i t at the Woolv1orth lunch counter). 
We also me t ..... v . ...... d'llin King , a whi t e minister wuo is chapli n E.nd Dean 
o~· St-udants here. he , alone with Prof. Salter haC. been t>rrcstcd that 
day ~nd on numerous other occesi ons, end the local press is prcctically 
adYocat ing tht:~t violence be used a.eainst thGm as the leaders. He to l d 
how one of the kids was bashed i n t he head with a c l ub , openi ng a hol e 
the s i ze of a cup in the ba c k of h is head , and how he l ay ther e with 
f lie s crawling over his mat t er hair, ~nd whe n Rev King attemp t ed t o 



help h i m the cops wouldn't let him. This goes on, unrepor~ed in the 
papers, day after day. The neoct day we drove to kontgomery 8nd found 
~r. Conley. I slept in his office and ccught the bus to Albany the 
next day arriving around 7 pm lLonday. I had built up u picture of C. 
B. King in my mine as a very s~ufy, conservative ch~acter, both 
!'rom the formality of h.is lettt::r and speaking witt. him on the pl: ne. 
:m,·ever, now I ('an s ee t ... at th2s for:...eli ty in his m.2nne ic ver·y 
nec essarJ in hi5 position, but not at all an acct~at~ reflection of 
his -oerson11li ty. He is a ver J v1arm and friendly I!l.an , and when we 
are alonl.:' he is ve!·y unreserved. 

There is a very funny story about how he chose~~ for the position. 
'Then the Guild first ·wrote hil:i. tho:JJ ;:,t.nt a list cf nan.os and resu.me:d. 
He thounht it ruin-ht be sr>fer to havt .... Tee ro clc.king Hith ~.i.u .. so went 
down the list until he found what •. e thought w~s probably a Negro 
ne.mP., nnd efter rP~Ciing my resiK.c fncl riecoverinL., that I had been a 
bellho. buss"'n nishcs, -:-nd se:rved in the 1:1erch:l!lt Lcrine .... as a messman 
he WPS convinceCI, so getting my ~~±±photograph wcL quite 2 surprise. 
Bu~ . e feels thE<t this isn't any real problem. The family vrh~.;;re ± 
aut staying own a fun ral ::rarlor in Americus (2.bout 60 iles away) and 
also have a residence there, so I have the Louse prL. tty !Lu.ch tc 4tJSclf 
most of the time. 

First night in town I wa.s taken to t h . Jhiloh Baptist Cht<rch whe_e a 
big rn€eting of the Albany ;,~ove __ ent wt s unde: .· r-y. Paxlced ou.t in front 
was Chief Laurie Pritchett (whom I was formeily iLtro~1 ced to today). 
1 he meeting W"S lcr1 by Slater Ki!l£: ( CB ' s brother ) .... nd Chcr-les Sheri·od 
(head of the , ~.cc: people here). She:.. rod ii!.ade a t..7'C c t spc(..ch t nd intro­
ch.:ce d about 27 kids 't'ho are doing voter reG"istreti· n v;or1~ in Southwes t 
Georgia. Then CB King cot up sno made a speech o~ the lEgal aspect of 
the IY1ovement and introduced me. I was called up to the rl~t~orm to 
say a few words. This I found virtuall;f impos i ble a::- t._e speeches 
made here have a great emoti onal appeal and a reli,iousness to them 
and ~t best I L..annged to stumble tr,.rough a fe" sentences about how 
hap ·y w was tc be here. However, W:XJrn.IDC ItT :Fin hrs pro~ised to 
warn me prior to the next occ~sion when I am to be expectcc to make 
any remarks to an audience . One thing th~t Kin~ scid in has speech 
that night, eno it i s e. fevorite expressi')n '"'f his, is, "they ju3t 
don ' t know what t i rue its ge ttin~ to be" 'I! ich 1ell sums up the response 
of America to what is happer.ing in the ciouth todE~y. Ii' I have ler:rneEl 
one thing in the we€k that I have been here, it is t~at this is ~ 
tre:r:...endously conmlex thing - I mean that it isn ' t just tL . ..: go od gu.ys 
versus the bsd guys, but the I•;.Ovement itself' i ..... !!lade up of m~ny 
diverse ane conflicting elements ranging from the reacti.:nary m:_nis ters 
(not all of them) to the t een- age street Bangs who are on the Vf;rge 
of 6i ving up no."l-violence as a teohniq_ue to achieve their ends. 

At this t· 1 (SPtv.rday night) over 120 people have been jailed incc 
I ;rot to L.Yiv1..1 . The police seem to be concentrating their effort:::: on 
breakin[' 11hG J . cdcrship . 20 of the 27 s~cc k ids are in jail. Some 
of the arrests have been so ludicrous as to be beyond belief For 
example Ralph Allen and two others were jailed for distribut·,ing handbills 
announding a mass lliee ting at chu.rch, tmder a ;:,tatute which 1 ,:>rohibits 
the distribution of ! dvertising n..atter. Amone the SNCC wo· ri,..err- i. 
jail is Joni Rabinowitz , charged wi th vagrancy anC loitering which 
cons i sted of walking down the street in a Negro neigr:ocrhood. Three 
ldn<:· Wj:;)Y'&) nT'-rPR i:Pn whP.n the_v ,g:ot out of a car and err Jssed t he street 
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on their way ir.to t le cLurch for a meeting. 
strikes nd refus bc.il . I have never· me t a _ore amazing, de tt:~ h.ined 
group of kid::, in my life. I got into the jail today and ~.et them al 
i'or the !'ix .... t ti.!ue. At f irf:i t this ~~s a ~roble!!. ns wnen l went to the 
jail with King the other day the desk of icer wouldn 1 t let me i n : "Wait 
in the hall, boy11

• "3oy 11 is an e>:press i r. senerrlly reserved fo1.· !\egroes 
in the :-louth up ~n~il "they r each olu age 'NLe!. t11ey ore rlR cal:er_ "uncle", 
so at least I 3.lli r eceiving equel t:r: eat:ment. Howevc!, t oday vrc we:r~t in 
to see Chief Pritchett w!'lo i s very concerne C about t i s press i magE and 
he very grrciously ellowec Le to get into thr cell are .... to interview 
clients. lhe concitions inh:x Lis jeil arR inhuman. There were 1~ 
males in a 4 ~an cell, they hed een there for 2 days and the trial 
won 1 t come up for o.no ther 5 dayc - i t is i lLro •. cibl e t o s l eep . Joni 
was in a cell vti th 6 other girl~ (also bv.i l t fo:t ~ people to b e uncom-­
fortE ble in). I also met Clauee ~i tton of the Wimes tht.:l r-- , ,.,ho rwd 
cut short hi s v r:.cation bec~use of t he mounting arrests. ··hr..n it di dn ' t 
seeiii th::-t I would 'uE. Pble to ge t i nto the celJ s I wrote De;?-n .NewllE'.n 
sE.kin if he could u..sr· hi s influence to get thiG courteaj: extencec to 
~e, but it i s no lor~er necGssary, so I would ~~prec~atc it if J~U 
would phon..: him at t. e lax school e..nc'i explc i1 that Chi€f Pri tc:_ tt hail 
now allowed this. 

I t :i.s !la.rd .to form ~.Y cl.:-=>r picture of C .L. King as he ie a very 
do:nple:: perso!l. l thi.!:... >e i£ one- of the finest : POple: 1 ho:ve ev''r 
had the plersure of associatinc with. He is c rtainly sore.one vii th 
grc.a-; parson<:l i nt ... grity . It i :::. obvious that he coul( bR ~eking alot 
of' mon<::y here at. o. "Negro le.wyer 11 if he weren 1 t so dedic;:.tet to the 
M::n-ement , but his role of le r dership deprives hiir of many t hings. 
As for the work I am doing, besidus going to the jail to interview 
arrestees (which is a very long proces because of the runount of people 
jailed) I have ju: ·t finised a .memo O.ll se tt:i.llf; Cel·tiorari from Recorders 
uot.rt tc ~uporior Ct. All o:r thebe vagr ency, dis ord~rly co:a.duc t, etc. 
c ases exe tried e t R€o corderf' level anc'l of cov.rse they loose there. 
He has a tremendous be.ckl O£ of ca.ses fro m las t ,vcr>r en "~:rl:!.ich EC:K cart 
VIas gre.nted, but 0oesn ' t !:.ave the t ine to t ry i;l 1 ot tL· ~u!'erior Ct 
level. He h&d ho~cd t l'_a t w-;; co:.: ld E''Qcomplish this duri ng tho su mer 
but with the new rash of arres ts i t docEn 1 t see.._ likely. Cn Tuesd"Y 
we c:re goinc to Fedm al Court i n .b.ont o_oery f'or the Anderson v City 
of Albany series (injunctive proceedines ~cntioncd in t he oocke t) I 
will try and get the informe+i on you w nt of'=- to you the first frpe 
~osant I ge t, but please believe Le , I am v·orki ng myself to death here . 
We st~r t ot R run, go u..ntil 8 p~, anc af'ter supper , n ass ILeetings into 
the night. he also has a case o:f police brvteli ty e.ncl another wher t. 
they bcr ... "J. Nco·o to dea th in a ne c:rby county. Also suits to desegregate 
voting p. r~ l , perks and pools , etc 

The day the\ _ arrived in Albany a 17 yr ol(l Ne:?TO girl di ed. ...:he 
had been kidnapped by a white man and r epea tedly raped. This took place 
in a. farm, ng oren outside of Alb£>ny , in Sm1pter Oo, As yet no thing 
hE.s been in 'the pa.pe. s cs the sheriff t old the 1 other of the girl t h? t 
shr is a 11 damn lic.r 11 nd no arres ts have been made . Things are very 
tense herL becaus e of this and a never ending seri es of indi gnanc i es 
that these people a r _ made to suffer. Thursday 22 Negroes were arrestP 



e- as sobered e considerably. After we 
e a±ting to see two other juveniles the 

_nlk of' a man , walked up to me and said : "You're 
I didn't understand what he had said, and 
"Boy, you're lower than a god damn dog 

At this noint I asked hiiL.L "is that 
He grew completely incensed and said "Come 

our ass loose" (and he sure could have done it). 
:s-ed to him that "violence seeiLs a poor solutior. 

~lked away . #e spoke to the two other juveniles 
-_Eing down the stair , I walked behind him, and the 

-~ KU glowering. I suddenly realized that he could 
wn ~ne concrete steps , so I looked back over my shoulder. 

t_e steps he said to King : "make sure this god damn 
_ tends what I said" . Then S.e said to me "I'm damn sur..e 

time I see you I'll kill you" . I replied that 
would have the pleasure of seeing him again" 
was standing next to me , elbowed me in the ribs . 

u~side King told me that it was in I~i tchell Co, mutside 
!; •• at Slater's wife was kicked and beaten causing her to 

E.:ITiage , and that tnis jailer .., as one of the very worst . It 
obvious to me thr-L I had be~ter le3rn to keep my mouth 

would seeil! t a~ 1ine =e-:!'y :presence of a white "traitor" ···i th 
enough to se~ ~hese ~hec1 1s 1n~ a -errible rage ~nd only 

11ck kent h~ .f:!"Or:. be a-; r.g e:e u- . J'o nran, b · ~!:e 'raY. has been 
er strike f'o!" =o&IT ·a ~ no . an a ... one po::.n- -.:he r...:..bany police , 

- , ~hrea•ened ~ ki __ her . Chief F~i~che~~ _o p~ides himself 
non-violene apprcac~. to ~Lis problem , nersona __ y ~a-ked her 

the jai_ by her ah~ hair . 

·ay June 24 : :n the morning we again went out the Lee Co jail in 
burg , Ga . We had been out in the rain Sunday , and no guard was 

re to let us in. 6 white males were out there , and just before 
.:..eft Blechner and Stech were br.o ... in f'roc ~Le v~ -r.y jail. The 

at Lee are in remarka~~Y good ~ lT1ts cons~d:!"i~ ~~at they 
-e been fasting for 5 days anr ~ e1 .. t off wa~er Today . ':be sheriff 
- there seems a :.i tt;le .r;:ore human than the jai~er a-.; ....i -:c.t.ell Co 
o C!B. told me tha~ he had been unsuccessfully prosec~~ed by the 

-':I.Etice Dept for en-.;ering a church witt ... nis gun dra _ and intimidating 
ople at a voter reg~stration meeting ~here . A rea_ old guy, maybe 

sherif.!' ' s :'a-ther . came in and =e!:i.arked about us a.:.l :tn general : 
: see they sent the god damn scu= of . ew York dovm here" . . La~er 

ent back ~o the Albany city ~-end visited the girls a wh~le . 

-~em is having alot of troub_e I~Lng her commitment, and Joni is 
ng weaker and having alo~ - ~ouble controling the X«k others . 

ally , in Lee Ralph Allen eryone going strong. The father 
elicia Oldfather , who iE -ef~or at the Univ of Kansas, 

a local white attor~e. L- - this attorney is one of 
ch- segregationists ~- C.~ . is reElly pissed off . It 
t~at the Negro kid£ _o_ bbe city jail snc put into 
~v Co jail. C.3 . -~~er that I didn't go in there 

-·~ where the sr.e___ head open and ~e a :dn't wnat 
fJrther violen ~ue City jail ~i~~le ~iria.m saw 

ex and aske· that l -e=- the :ail without them. 
_.:rou:::. sign- -oo ~ .. e Chief , walking 

o so~ . - ~ghL ~here was a very 
Dr . • -· V::.vien of Nashvi:le, Tenn 
()11 :0 1 OT!/?1:': n,...l'\rrrN ln.P+ +n .,.,.,..,.,.._,..,\.. 
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