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Albany, Georsia 
March 4, 1963 

There's a throbbing all over ne, a never ending ache back and forth 
accross me. It is cold pain frozen within ny sould by the suffering of the 
yf53.rs a nd add to this my plight - I stand within the center of a razor blade, 
hie;h walls of st..tinless steel o.round me.- boxed. The ucly face of Segregatio n 
hovers over me • • • • • •  but this is the beeinning • 

.-. . • 

Ho:.vdy, 

Itt s go od to be back ho:ae. Joyce and I arrived last Saturday night .:md 
joined the entire staf f  e:-:trly Sunday Llorning for an all day staff Eleeti.Ylg at 
the Koinonia Fe.rn. The snn spread its refreshins; licht and warnth on ny firs C. 

day back in S. 1J. Grorgia. I returned to find that despite our feelings of 
despair over the D. E. Short trial the people in the counti:es looke d on it as 

a 1�wasure of hope. This was the first tine a white in this area had even been 
qaestioned and broucht to trinl for an injustice to a Negro. The delieht of 
li1J>l heart, was t he Suuter Count y Moveuent where in t he last three weeks the 
attendance at l�ass neetings has exce£eed 125 and people ho.ve applie d for re­
e:i st.ration �;:t, the court house in Anericus at the rate of 15 to 30 per weeko 
At the Sumter neeting I .�net sone of the most freedor..1 hunBry people I have eve�-: 
so8n.. People sit in the neeting with their hea ds hi[:;h as they sin.:;; and talk 
abou·::, frcedono Even a teacher we.s present ·and offered his services in our 
ns7l ni.:;ht school project (tobe explained). Can you i".nr:.:ine a real live teachcz·? 
�!e D::.."'c 0n our way. Hr. \!;esvon - firD., .:1rticulate and r.lilitant - told the people 
"don:t you go do wn to tho.t court .house with your head down , scrD;-tch ine when you 
don1t itch" StLnd up! and Sl)e<.lk UlJ!11 Already they are tnlkint about econonic 
f"Cl�u..r:U:,y on d establishing a s<=.vings and loan associat ion. Yes, Sur11ter uay 
prov� to be the salt of our JJ.OVe1 ... 1ent. 

:Ve had a ta1t· full at the Terrell ueetine ... ednesd£:.y and a new spirit of 
r:.�o�;.:..·.;ssiveness was ev ident especially in _ ur old friend Deacon Edwards. 
1,·-�·c-:.:;.�::.l o..c.�m.J of friendship and shared sufferinc welcomed r,1e vack into the far.:ri.ly< 
C'-_1 �.�x:.�,::;_;r FC'.ith and I -will start to work in Terrell with Chico Neblett. 

'\] bany had a good ueetine Monda y at Third Kiokee - run in real SNCC 
5 :..sl!.-:.t:'nc \i�o had representat ives from each of the c ounties witness to the 
si· ::."'1:gsle in their county. The audience 111Jas almost transfixe d in adr�lir<J.tion 
.s.:-·1 c�1·J"J as Agnew James, i..Ia.r:lCl Dolly, Dec. Evans, nnd Dec. Brown gave test imor.y 
o.: t�1eir trials .:;.nd their determi nation. This kind of wit n ess increases in·0er"� 
� c,.r . .-\i ,_.�_:.;_+,y and at the s ame time gives form and reckbone to the e.Elers:i.ng 
� �J.r1r-!-�::>:d n ir:. the counties • ... 

Early Friday nornin g vve were awakened to the ne ws of the shootine of our 

�·iL�· -'.-;_., �ipr.Ji v..;orker, Jimmy Travis. There follo·wed th e long hours of agony <J.r�d 
T:��:_t5l-lf_, ,.1ht:::1 th re::J.ds of prayer D.nd rededication were irretrievably VJOVO!'l into 
J� �c •:c. 'c · !_c of our existnnce. �!e got a uesso.ge s�Jturday from Dotty that he 'V\Duld 
l; J al�!- Tit;h-1:, 1 The boys are aiming a bit r.ore accuratel y these dlys. 



Soue of you rJiLht rer..1ember .Agne w James' father-in-law, Hawkins Silmtons 
�'1 Lee CoUilty � ·He dies last Saturday night� Fo.ith, Charle s and I went to the 
funeral Thursday. 

There is lots ElOre to tell, but I think I'll :Save s0111e for next time. 
Vle are trying to keep better hours th is week. - �'!e are all being persued- by the 
llu bug. So, e&rly to bed. 

Affectionately yours, 
Prathia 

? .. S. The insurance conpany has cancelled the insurrmce on C<.trolyn 1 s house. 

Hj_ EVe!:ybody: 

Well I've l�lade it to Albt_.ny at last� I'm already getting �o feel very 
nuch at. _honeo This past week has been spent meeting prople., dodging the flUJJ 
lear�1ing to light the kerosene stove and tryinc to gigure out finances. Went 
to a Delta o�eting c:md 1-vas warcly ( t) received. Warned ther'.l that I :woUld 
bothE;r th C'£1 to death until they beca.me1X. nore involved in the boycottB. (one o f  
!.:y g0od ...;orors was seen doVJntovm shopping that- aorning) and in voter registr a tiono 
Th��Y diu.;.1 t 0 exactly staupeed to me tovolnnteer, but I did get several personal 
i�1-:.r.Ltetions todinner -which I ple.n to follow up. 

' 

Harion King has been working on a plan to start a night school to teach 
'Jl;bjec-�:. s from f irst throu!3h twelfth erads, for· which credit would be given. 
-d0 need ?5 to 100 people signed up before it can be started - but interest 
c..:;:-1s �� great, 'Ne ff.Duldn 1t have any trouble. 

E�·crybod�t·es in good health again. The fellm'Vs are out in the counties, 
:�a�i_-t_,lJ, P:t:a.thia, Eddie and Chico go to Terrell tonight. As I write this, I 'n 
loc �c� ng out. the back door at nothing in particular - just enjoying the sudden 
i':J:i.'!il -lls:l.·:_)v::::� - 8C0! Faith and Prathia are gettine dinner ready - wish you 
T:�::.�\... he: c to shc::t.ro it ·with us� 

,, ff;:;ction:.:.tely 
In fr eedor.1, 
Joyce 

·�>.o fol_lo-�.ing peou:� was written by .uiarion Gaines, 11 year old young lady fran 
r�:tJ-1.ny. 0�:1e' s bo0n actively involved in the novement - canvassing, and le ading 
__ :_.!c;i:1[� aJ.::, tho .mass meetings. 

ViHAT THE BLACK MAN NEEDS �--���--�����--���--����� 

A's a race we all should learn 
wa should learn to tak e heed 
If we desire to reach the goal 

Co-operation is what we need. 



To be a successful race 
Sa1e r.mst fol low, so ... e 1.mst lead 
But regardless of wh�t you do 
Co-operation is ·whut '"'e need. 

Smce vve all cant t bee lee..ders 
Here's the thing for us to do 
Co-operate V'Jith the one w hose leading 
And we are bound to pull throu�h 

There 1 s nothing iLlpossible for r. black uan 

Upon the f<J.ce of the enrth 
One of the vdsest '.en that ever lived 
A black uother gave hin bir th. 

BJnck is really honorable 
To be black is nothin� b�d 
The Bible says Solouon was black 
He was the ·wisest uan we1ve ever had. 

I thou..;ht to nention these thines 
Praying t hat you 'Jill take heed 
Conet 
Cooperation is what the black Qan needs. 

Liarion Gaines 


