Tke New Barbarians

"New bey, you g te writing and write me up a new day",

Mauma Dollie was spesking te me as I sat close to the heater
in & 1little o0ld heuse way back in the woeds of Lee County, enly eight
country miles away frem Shady Greve Baptist Churéh, ourned dewr during
the suwmer,

This was "Mema", Standing fiffe-fi¥fe, strong, resembling a proud
Indian woeman werw with the yearg but unbewed, She goos swiftly sabeut
the house spreading light in all the dark pleces, caallenging us all
to De homest te the best im ugs. Kathleen Conwell of Skidmere kad
worked im Lee County on voter-registration 2lemg with Peggie Dammond
of Bosten University amnd Penny Patch of Swarthmere. In spite of bemb
scares, saootings, threats =- face te face -- of death, and the scarc-
1ty even of the bare nececssities of life, we walked along lomely reads,
flirting with death but loving life eneugh te desire it fer eotkers.
"Mama" was always there, a symbel of kepe in am = area where it seems
that everyome 1s toe afrsaid to weep where the world cam hear, Here,
we worked amd thought tegether, slways searching for the best way.

Semetimes I womder 1f the coumtry lmows that deep in the heart of
Dixie, in the land z/f/mx Fastlend and Thurmond awd Ellender and

Spag /e S
/M A<empemEt and Ruasol}', there is a young band of "new barbariasng" living

in tke backwoeds with the gentle people of eppressiem. I am afraid

tagt few know of oeur sufferings im the Deep Seutk. Ome hears that

the Student Non-Vielent Coordinating Committee 1g waging war, mon-violemt
war against the pelitical structure eof the Seuth by getting peeple te
register ond vete. One hears that on such a date one, twe, three, four
churches have been Durmed and six kouses have been ghot imte by night-

riders, that three persons kave been sket one mam killed, but that they

Asve mol stopped im attempts to register more peeple in spite of over-
whelwminz odds.
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Only a few kmow Larry Rubin of Anthech ard Jehm O'Neal or Chiceo

Neblett of Seuthera Illiweis University. A hawndful of peeple im the
Jaek

country kmnow Xmix Chatfield of Trinity Cell eie e, Fal th Hel saer

I /M’Ap ; = 7‘7&7‘
ebody really the "new barbariems", Our

Berngrd Cellege °A Eét

country's peoeple have not seem the thiaking man who would accept

’3«%
' a3
dusty reads in plac.o of the four-lanme "super dupers" of teday. It is \1'{
herd fer a mﬁ;)‘i;; G;E;r stand anether whe 1s willimg te trade right nw%’
@ 103 Cadillae for =zm oppoertumity te suffer, It is evem karder fer ethers‘%
te ldentify with these of us whe refuse te be successful, te be the bost)?
no matter what, to cliwb the highest moumtain no matter kew, teo eat oF- 4\3}?

g eaten, te kill before vou are killed. The "mew barbarians" refuse te %

eat 1m Reme or Greece at the best taebles but prefer te share the hogS
g%t~ of the oppressed. This is stremg talk, But there are those whke live itz"

3
?

A few day must arise but it will mever comewithout the conseiowms eoffor
CEle AA;‘,

of earnest people working with all that they are werth. Whern we mmmax teA
_southwest

T s mmiex Georgia in Octoeber 1961, we effered before the people our minds
end bodies. That was all we had. Three months later, mearly a thousand
bodles and minds were belng offered before us. In Lee s Terrell amd Sumter
counties we are recelving comparable respense from the people.

Ia Sumter County there is ene recent example, Om Thursdey, December 6,
the howme @1%:&‘;1“ Perter was burned te the greund., He had left two small
children at his home te go to a stere a couple of miles away., He returmed
te find his childrem frozem with fear, lyirg in a diteh., When they re-
vived they reperted that a white men came im s blue car snd told them to
x go down the road.

Tais wman, the eldest decacom of the only churechk im Sumter County

weich permits us te have veter-registratiomn meetings, has beem shot at,

intimidated, @nd now has been slgked to leave Sumter Ceunby, Thig man is
an elderly persem. He has lived 1m this arez all hig life, He is tired amd



Tae New Barbariasnsg 0 O O

This is typical of this area., All that poor men have is the mind and

thae bedy. All that any men meed isg the bedy smeothly werking and the dig-
eiplined mind, These are our teols inm the Deep South ~- the mind and
bedy. These are our armaments for mem-vielent war.

We mad small scale sessions in mem-vielemee wi th these who would
listen, For even im Albany, whkere over s theusand times steel deers were
slammed shut im thke faceg of horest men » poople were afraid., They were
afraid of the past. They have lived withk dark memorieg of lynchings,
burnimgs, shedtings, end serdid tales of brutelity. They are afreid of
thae preseat., They have lived ten in 2 femlly on fifteem dellarsg a week,
They have had enly dreams of better times whaere baby will get emough to

eat eor there will Bmx for omce in gz life be S0ome money, onme dellar 1in g

conifortable
bankx semewhere. To have eneugh is an etermsl effert; not o zumfwwxktiis

portiem, just emough.

We speke o the fears of the past, offered te share. and shared the
fears of the presgewt zngd projected hepe throeugh Faith in God ewd the
strength of fellowship., This has practical value te us. Fellewshlp is
another form of unity, There is an indeetrination caught in one negative
maxim: "Negroes den't stick tegether". The other is, "White is right.,"
Blaeck bodies iselated uader the gsulm have been subjugated for years eon

taese two and ome other =- "Jail," a hammer comligtently amd successfully

usec by puppets eof segregatiem, But we broke the hasmer of "jail" with
another maxim: "A jail is just amother house,"™ and with this lever we broke
the eother twe. Blacks stoed tegether and respected with 2 semse of nersomal

responsibility the judgenme nt of black leadership, It wag at this peint that
Bx we Degam to educate the peeople in the respemsibilities of eitizenship,
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Lerger numbers became invelved X en (e grass Pamkxx X roots level., In
the cemter of twe comgressiorael districts where eae group of men believes
anolhaer has nro rights ke is bound te respect, cyes have becn epsned, men
ence dead te hope and aspiratior toward pregress have heceme alive to the
Joys and ckallemgeseof a living cemnstitutien, Albamry is the center: weteh itl
¥ Ia six years, there will be a bleck man sitting in cemgress frem
soutawest Georgia., Between now and then a great many will rum. Thaousamds
of Georgiasms will interpret this azs an attempt to gzaim centrel eof gevera=-
went everywhere from x federal te city level, We will omly smile, Fer
memories will flash baek aeross our comsclous thoughts. Tkhe days in
December when we met im an old tent im Sasser where twe churches burned,
waere we met ian the rain, where we huddled tegether te keep warm 2ad
lisUened te reperts of maxwmx harrassmemt, intimidatien arnd pregress in .
the counties whkere we work, We will remember oup keadquarters ia Albamy,
& ::hiii; roow house where thirteem of us gather for staff meetings and
strategy sessiens, We will mever forget the all-night skull sessiens,
the soul-searching sessions in which we make bare eur =k artifieicl
defenges amnd share our fears amd joys ard hopes and suffecationsgs. We
will remember the atiteompts at educating the young and not-so-younl in
¢ity and state govermment, the respensibility of ecitizenship, the place

of the chur@hu/ tike meaning of sacrifice amd the rele eof the federsl

goverame

1t. A black man in congress Ifrom southwest Geergies will be ng -

ﬁ-—rd R

surprise te uaﬁa“ms ol Orprnr "Z——“""ﬁ’é primnsasm L 7 Bomgs v

But this is not the most important thing te wk wk watech for in : B
southwest Georgla, For many months mow we have beem cutting hard at the
reots of prejudiee in the South. As we search for veters we are alse
searcaing for opem hearts, Im the backygrdm of a brutal monster we make

tae seareh, two vietims, one black,one white, We stamd before this memstreus
systew of segregation and with a umited ery from the depths of our frustrated
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seuls, ® damn its untruth and viclous deeception, While walking streects

wikere once bleod rem from black folk zmd lynch mobs shouted in disterted
eestacym we dally, black and white togetiaer, signal the death of thkis
infamous monster., Young and filled with the Joy of 1iﬂng we pereeive
the iromy of the deuble stamdard., We stend tegether, black and white,

face to face with the political henchmen of the South who have wrested

power from justiee,and/f&,( claims on truth snd love and liberty and

Auman dignity end freedom., Southwest Ceeorgia is unkerown mow, but one
day someboedy will do =s Mama Dollie said eme day in Lee County: "Now

boy, you go teo writing amd write up a mew day."





