
To: S "t.lldP..n t .· Hva V i r• l m . .l: ~'lnt-.4 -i t-lf'+.-in r:; f'1 ~1':'J'Ti++ ec1 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Fron: So uthwest Georgia Voter Registeration Project 
504 South Madison St o 

Suboitted by: Sa .Ck Chatfield 

TERRELL COUNTY, NOVEMBER. 7, 1962 

Larry Rubi.n~ Prince Turner and nyself went into Bronwood yesterday to try 
to drag-excuse ne - to try to coax people to the Wednesday night neetings. We 
found fron talking t o the people t o whose houses we are returning a t this point 
oore often - Silas, Henderson - that there had been no mre incidents with 
white oen., It had been told to us before that Calvin Lee, the Oonipresent .Pre­
sence, and another nan had gone into a few hoill.es and talked t o the people. I 
have no evidence aganist the Ubiquitous Ubiquity; he my have spoken about 
voter r egister ation. In f a ct, he probably did. 

We went to see Mrso Collier, but she was not at hones Three beautifus young 
children stepped out thoueh and I beBan talking. I talked on ane on and sud­
denly n car drove up with Mrso Collier and ibothe back seat and her bosslady and 
her father in the front seat. She had told us previously that she would be in 
trouble if we ever CaDe a r ound again; she had also t old previou$.ly that she 
worked f or Ca lvin Lee' s sister-- aa rgho 

I was ·stuck f or what t o do : Mrs ... Collier wa s t aking her tine getting out of 
the ca r and I suspected that soue irrevocable dialo.::;ue was eoing on in the 
car. The children gr ew r estless standine on the porch. I said a few m re self­
conscious words t o t hen , the text of which wa s that we were rea lly t:etting her 
o other st oned . I sai d it j okingly, but I said it because I f elt that I had 
b etter acknowlede e it o 

On our second day in Bromwod we had been talkinc t o Mrs. Collier in her yard 
and Calvin Lee dr ove up with another .oan. Tha t wa s the first we had seen of 
the Ubiquit oils Ubiquity . Lee called her over t o his truck and we found out after­
wards that he had asked who we were and what our business was ~ She also t oid 
us then t hat she worked f or a r elative of Ca lvin Lee. I belive it was his sister, 
a Miss Lees 

Anyway, t here we woreo Th e bosslady and her daddy had driven up. My thinkine 
went like this: i f we n ade a notion t o leave, we would proba bly pl ace Mrs. 
Collire in a s ouch concrete j eopardy as we had already done; if we stayed, we 
n i c ht t ouch off t he bit of nonol ogue by Mess Lee that would convince Mr. Col­
lier tja t tme j ob was eenuinely at st ake . We mde a nove sl owly and liesurely 
t owards our car., Mrso Collier had not y et gotten out of h er car. · 

I was wrest lihg wi t h wh-ether or not t o drive away i rJned.iately or t o do the 
opp.Jsite: a cknowl edge the bossladyl s presence ultinately by going up and offer­
ing oy hand and t a lking t o her about our work. I thought that l eaving would give 
false iopr ession t hat we were a ctualJ.y afraid o f beine encounter ed by whites. 
I thought f or certain t hat Mr s. Collier' s bosslady wa s during this t ine beine 
proveked int o sayi hg what would dr mv e Mrs. Collier away fron us f or a l ong while. 
Miz bosslady night have been listening t o Dick Nixon's f arewell address before 
she had s een us ; but now t hat she had seen us in the flesh I was in great fear 
of her being goaded into nakine the f a t a l r eoark t o Mrs., Collier that she other­
wise rJight never ha ve nade ~ Ther e is sonething about seeing that different froo 
h earing . 
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who you are a 

We got inco the ca r and Miss Lee pulled offs Vi e waved; or at least I waved; 
a nd beckoned the oth ers t o do so o Miss Lee only scowled. We pulled up t o Mrs . 
Co llier's hoyse and I rode a big j oke: 11I guess we really got you in hot water 
now' 1~ o r sonethin17 t o that effect. 

' •1 .. .,; . ........ 

But Mrs. ColJ.i er only la1..'.e;hed . She sa i d Miss Lee was 11a real lady .u She said 
that Mrs. Lee hat: ·.m ly said tha t s he 11 wanted t o s ee11 who we were s Thufi Mrs . 
Colller had not r e t r o::_:ressed as far as we were concern ed C!.nd t he ball ::_:ane was 
no t ove:c. BuJ:, the dilenua. itself still r ena.ins. 

We returned t o Dav1son a fter seeing a particularly reticent lady and her noderate­
ly interest ed youns sono We pulled into a col ored nan 1s service station near Daw­
son an.cl asked f or g <12,_ He told u s his tank was enpty o We vonited t o ourselves 
and r:oved o!! o J iS. nane is Al ex. I,ee., 

We ptllled into a t;;n lf station on t he nain street of Dawsono We or dered 'as froo 
a colored boy and I got out of the ca r t o buy s one natches. Every tine have 
a whirl to do so, I feel that I should cet out of the ca r and play the Natural 
Role. I t:-ied to d o shn I askOO. th·3 v.hite nan inside f or two boxes of na:bcheso 
I s ens Erl t ha:J he kl.c.v ne~ h u dido He brought ne the retches and I went vutsideo 
He called ne back in" He said that h e would sell to us this tine~ but if we ever 
cane back he:~e he wo uld ~ 1 beat you."C head inell I said, 11 I'n sorry you f eel that way .. 
I would be v:illing to tal¥.: t o you abcut th:J.~, u 

He said he WO'l.J.ld .;.:l l'.{ rj_ght no':J abon:b.i it and . t o l d ne t o follow hin . He staiJted 
a"Cou.YJ.d bacl-: and I follo-:::ed. I wo.s a blt tenseo We c ot a r ound back and- the first 
thing I n id v:.:>.s, 11 I clo.:J. ' t want ot fight youo I want ot talk t o youoll 

He n ad e sone 'l·a r:;ue sta t enent about ny f i ghtjne hi.r;lo Then he began talkinga He 
t ohl ne· th.::t t J. '. 1<13 d c;wn hc:~e Q fu~king ·Uhe n i geersott I said t hat that was not true. 
He sa.~.c1._, ui ou:· ~::1. ll~n ne a l if'1.r?n U tmld hin that I was n ot ca lline hin~ a liar 
but tha t h e v:2.s n:. stc.lcc.~ ,. I t o l rl h:in that I was n ot ii fucking anybodyo11 

I said t l:::::.t I T:a.s noc clown here t o hurt hin~ but inst ead t o h eclp colored people . 
I Ga:Lcl -!:.h ot c ol or ed p eoJ1le do n ot have their riehts. He said they didN' t and I 
::lid_, 11 l l(r!O~' fo r a f a f t t hny don rt , 

He said h e co'J lcl er:;c his !'boys11 and they would cor1e around and ttbea.t your buttn., 
I t ol d h'iJ:1. his bo;yo uJeht do tha-I:, J but that his boys we"Ce afra id of hin., I said 
that all col o:.'e cl p eopl e 11ere a fraid of whit~ people. I asked hio how he wouldl like 
t o l jve his E:T'-, ~ :~e lif e fear:i..:.'le cert ain r etr1;1butinn if 11 yo u nade the wrong step'· " 
I said thtl! •·: •. _Ucs L 1d t 'lke:J. t he s ou ls of the co l or ed psopleo 

He l oolHxl do•~·~1 c.:.~ DJ sh:i.r t, v::1ich was filthy~ and called ne filthyc He said I wa s 
sorrie·r tbc::1 <~. r:./ 0olor ed p crso':'l :in the cmnty . I said that I didn't ge:b- pa.i d . J: 
said thrtt I :1.ad to E ve o.f:.' poopl e o He said, 11 Yeah , y ou sure doott 

He start.ed a r ound :!:!'on to :.C f o llm.ve d.o There had 'lzleen other whiteds standing at a 
distancG b e:::. they had not s:\'0ken ., When wwe got a r ound the front the col ored boy 
t oJ_d ne t:b'lt I rtP.'3cle:1 a c_u.at't of o.:i.LI s aid nyould better check with hiu .. u I ges 
tured t o t h :; vb ite n an/ He s aid that it was a]J_ right oi walked up to hio again 
and h e beean t a Jld .. ,.,g, He c alled ne s:r1rry acain_, sorrier than the urest of theo.H 
I t old hin_, 11 J e c'...'-: ~ Chr:i.st sat a rnng prostitutes and sinnerso No nan is t oo t;ood 
t o smt with a-uy r~n o11 tie s aid,) ttDo.nU:. brine that into it ott He said, ni l'rftpfit.rf../ 
sure as h eD. -,\·:>u.ldn 1 t sit woth you oli: 
We paid and J.Erf:~o I .beli&J e th e r:IDn 1s nao.e is Woodnan .. It nay ha v e been the sane 
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