
October  15,

Dear Fa i th ,

Gee, you have be-n <rone Just  a few hour s ,  and a l r eady  I f ee l
as if t he re  were sone th ings  t e r r i b ly  mi s s ing  in New York. I wish
I could have accompanied you to the s t a t i on ,  a l t hough  I had assumed
tha t  i t  might be a pure ly  f ami ly  a f f a i r .  With my most p r ec ious  fo lk s
a l l  s ca t t e r ed  - you, Peggy, Hank, Bonn ie ,  e t c . ,  - I f ee l  so de t ached  and
lone ly  aboyt  the whole movement, because  i t  is  hard to f ee l  r e l a t ed
to i t  un l e s s  you are  in c lo se  communicat ion with people  who "swing
with i t . "

I am t ru ly  so r ry  t ha t  we canno t  communicate be t t e r  than we do.
There is  a lways  so much to say,  and so much d i f f i cu l ty  i nvo lved  in
the saylnsr  of i t .  I can only say tha t  when you are  not p r e sen t  at  a
g iven  ga the r ing ,  your absenc i  is  f e l t ,  and when you are  p r e sen t ,  your
p re sence  i s  f e l t  and no t ed ,  A ooet once sang:

Where e ' e r  you walk ,  cool b r eezes  fan the g l ade ;

Trees  where you walk sha l l  draw in to  the shade -
X

x rees  where you walk sha l l  draw in to  the shade . . . .

You may hear  t ha t  song down the re .  I envy you the oppor tun i t i e s
you wi l l  have to s ing  l u s t i l y  about f r eedom,  or be t t e r  s t i l l ,  to
"be p re sen t  at the b i r t h  of a song . "  (I hope you l i ke  to s i ng ) .
If they ever s ing  "So ld i e r s  in the Army" or "Been down in to  the
South"  - my f avo r i t e s ,  a s ide  from "Overcome" and "Freedom,"  I hope
you wi l l  t h ink  of me.

AIL-Benny wi l l  be qu i t e  an expe r i ence .  I hope yoo keep pe r sona l
no te s  about  youf expe r i ences  for  the fu tu re  r eco rds ,  s i nce  i t  i s
in the na tu re  of soc i a l  movements to wax andfX ne , to s t umble  and to
s t r i de  fo rward ,  to "goof"  and to p rog re s s ,  to f a i l  and to overcome.
I hope tha t  i t  i s  w i th in  your c apac i t i e s  to be a combina t ion  of
Rev ' s  King and Aberna thy  - with your head in the c louds  and your
f ee t  on the g round .

I miss you so much, Fa i t h .  I hope you can h i t  the optimum ba l ance
neces sa ry  In the movement - the "me" and the "us" - or in the words
of the songs ,  " f r eedom over me" and a l so  "we sha l l  overcome."
Soc io log i s t s  ca l l  i t  "Autonomy and In t e rpe r sona l  Qompetence" which
is  just  ano the r  way of s ay ing  "if  not I ,  then who; if not then

an  no | b now > when?"
O.(?Falth, much might happen .  J a i l  - t ha t ’ s  y our bus ines s  - though

not your c en t r a l  mi s s ion .  The Negro community of Albany Q I hope and
pray and assume tha t  many wi l l  be l i ke  my dear Beau and Go ld i e  -
p l ea se  mive them my r ega rds .  The "d i s c ip l i ne  on the l i ne"  - I don’ t
know what happened to t ha t ,  excep t  t ha t  I hope they r e t a in  enough ocf
i t  to su s t a in  t he i r  " image . "  D i r ec t i ons  of soc i a l  movements change da i ly
and I hope yoo are ad jus t ab l e .  I may
know whereve r  I can be of he lp .  Stay

have to depend on you to l e t  me
we l l ,  dear  Fa i th . . .


