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Dea re s t  Fai th:

Such a good, long l e t t e r  from you. But one
ques t i on :  Did you not get a check from me for
Christmas? You speak of the bir thday one but
not the o the r .  P l ea se  l e t  me know r igh t  away
if  i t  d idn ' t  reach you. I’m glad that you were
away for a change for your b i r thday-  You ju s t
say you were on a farm ir  Sumter County.  I ' ve
looked i t  up on map, but that  doesn ' t  say much.
I'm sure you weren ' t  in the lap of luxury, but I
hope you were comfortable and well fed .  By the
way, 1 j u s t  sent  off a package of goodies  this
morning, in the hope of giving your cu i s ine  a
s l igh t  l i f t .  Nothing much excep t  a f rui t  cake
from Miss Douglas.

I am bewildered by all tha t  you are do ing ,  and
full of admirat ion.  I gather  tha t  you are in a
"good" spo t ,  in that the Ju s t i ce  Department seems
to be paying spec ia l  at tention to that  part  of
the s t a t e .  Also,  that  the federal su i t s  have
given Negroes the conf idence  to r eg i s t e r .  All
of this  must be achieving  a long step forward.
But all t ha t  you do, from managing the bddget
to thoughts about the d i sc ip l ine  of a group of
h igh-sp i r i t ed  young men . . .

My l i f e  has been ac t ive  and dul l .  Lots of work
to get  done. And I ' ve  f e l t  s l ight ly  substandard
these l a s t  few months.  A low fever tha t  I ran
for weeks w.-s finally t raced to my t ee th .  When
a molar w-.-s extracted the fever  d i s appea red  j but
I think several teeth are unsound, rea l ly ,  and I

that I-ve finished with ,ny den t a l  troubl „



My back also has bothered ine. An osteopath
fixed up a rib l e s ion  in two sess ions ,  but he ' s
s t i l l  working on the sacro- i l iac ,  and i t ' s  not
right ye t .  And now I’m trying to get r id  of a
cough that  a cold l e f t  me wi th .  I t  would be gone,
I know, i f  I could stop smoking altogether,  but
that '  s e a s i e r  said than done - tho gh I have cut
down to ten a day, which I think i s  qu i t e  remark-
ab le .

New York i s  v i l e ,  now. Very co ld ,  and extremely
windy, we don ' t  have any newspapers here now,
you know, but I hear  over the radio that  Europe
i s  having a f i e rce  cold wave. Aunt Marg and Pat
must j u s t  have got to I t a ly ,  nd I hope i t ' s  not
too bad there:  Aunt Marg i s  now something l ike
e ighty-s ix ,  and has had in t ima t ions  of mor ta l i ty .
And I wonder about  you - this  morning I heard of
cyc lones  or something in Georg ia ,  as well as ex-
treme co ld .  I ho e vou are not mi se rab l e .  I was
surprised to hear tha t  you l ike  the South,  geo-
graphica l ly .  I had always supposed i t  was ra ther
dreary - excep t  for  the famous garden s ec t i ons  and
mountains and so fo r th .  (I 'm not sure that "geo-
graphical ly" i s  the r i gh t  word; I mean not as a
cultural or ideologica l  p l ace . )  I 'm glad you do
get  somet ing from i t .  Ard spr ing should be mar-
velous,  with a l l  the aza l ea s ,  e t c .  Also, i t  ( sp r ing
must come to Georgia  several  weeks sooner than i t
r eaches  us. Happy thought.

Now I must get going a t  my desk .  Take care of
yourse l f .

Mu ch love ,
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