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It w3s very interesting t hat 1 r eceived you letter when 
I did . Interes~ing because I just left the ~e~ark Black 
Po"·er Conference and nany wonen thorc had t he s~tc ·kincs 
of questions . 

The sane t hin, occurrec ~hen I "as in 0akland , Cali ornia 
at t he CORE convention. l don't know what is bringing all 
o! t his around, but it sort of bothe rs c e . 

. f ter much discussion with other ~omen nnd a few aenr I 
have co~e to the conclusion that wo should not got t1ed 
up ir worrylnz about the woman ' s role in the revolution . 
The ~ersons who are sort o! responsible for bringing t his 
qucs~ion up arc pe r sons such as Ron Karenga of US !ro~ 
!.os Angeles . He preac.hos polygamy and that black women 
should stay at hoc;c and ha\'e a3 aany babies as po:;:siblc . 

There are others such as Queen ~othor of t ho Yoruba Temple 
who preaches the very same thing, 3S if having bab ies will 
he l p any revolution . 

~ty conclusion is t hat Karenga is a greedy man, as triOS t pen 
a rc and "''auld 1 ike to have as ~an)' l':orum as possjble with 
t he least trouble. He c.lai:ns to have a number of "'"ives 
and probabl >· does. He is probably the type t hat 1 i kes to 
sloop with two or more wonen at once and tries to legiti~ite 
it by preaching polyga~y . 

t.,\ueen ' tother is an old \o;o:nan of bZ , who is very active and 
nuch ree,ectcd. She spoke at the ~;e"'·a rk Conference and 
said some of the above things. 4any black ~en gave her 
a ~t~nding ovation ~hen sha said tha~ ftonen should be willing 
to share their men . 

Bl ACK POWER 
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Sone of ~h~~ s t ood and clapped in jest and others •e re real l y 
serious . 

It is ~y fee l ing t hat a revo l ut ion , whethe r i t is social o r 
othcrwise/~o t Ma~e one ret rog r ess int o th~ pas t. I t woul d 

does 
seen that i t ~oul ~ nake oeonle l ook forward t o t he futu r e 
and tho ki nds of things ~he~ wil l he ab l e t o part ic i pate i~ 
ns a r esult of t heir wor k . 

Those se 1 f - sane peop l o fot'gct t hat l\hen Afr ican \••on en l\'erc 
sivcn t heir independence , those S:\me wo:1en wer.t to the 
go\·cr:\1:\ent a nd asked t hat po ly;o.my be abol ishcd . The gove r nmcnt 
stated that if t he y abolished po lyca\!ly r igh t 3\'l'ay , it l\'Ottl d 
break up too "llany hor:cs . So instead they told t.he h'Ome:t 
tha t from nov on , when a ~an mar r i ed , he could not take 
unto h i r.tsc 1 f a:1other \,·i fe lo.'i t hout t he consent of his £i rst 
hi fc . 

~:o •" •·:1a"t \iOnnu , an)' \v11 e re in the \oo'Or l d , and under any culture , 
is 0oing to ~ive th~ ok&)' to he r -~ate to br ing ~mother fe.-,alc 
into :1er hoc e? 

I n an oxt r onc tin e such as ~o are nok in , l\'\ en al l ch nng2s 
are radical ones , of cour se ther e wi l l be radical anc extreme 
\la y s of thir.kint . 1 think this \:ill d ie do•n'!l . 

!'/hen t h e :>hit hits the fan , as it '"ill and as i t :tas uone in 
the pa~t , no one had t i n e to s t op nnd te l l \t'OMcn to stay 
home or to s t ay off t he fron t l ines . \\'o \,·ere ~l""nys the re 
and we will alKays be t nure . 

~\o revo lution , I don 't ghre a shit ,.-here it is be i ng fou&ht , 
can be foutht be t""cen ~en a l one or by ~en a l one . The women 
•d 11 p l ay a gr eat ?:trt in it . African wo!len provud that . 
They di<.ln 1 t sit at hooe petting babies and "·on en ,.-ho \<ere : oo 
ol d t o hnvo b :1b i es of their O\,'Tl . 1\lge r ian ,,oncn prove d it . 
The y go t a very l~portant r ole in thei r society . They carried 
guns , shot, carriec ~essa~es , snea ked into eneny line~ , played 
the part of p r ostitutes , etc . \'io t nar1ese ,,·cnen proveJ it and 
aro p roving it every Jar of t heir l ives . 01 ~ nen, ol d wo~cn 
a nd roung ch ildrcn nrc n 1 so p!ayin" t hei r part iu t he fi ght 
for t heir oxlstcncc . 
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~:c )TO\'Ot.: it ir. the civi 1 ri.;hts •ovc ... ent . i h~re a re lcr.ends 
~trounc p~r rscns suc h a. s yc·trsclf , i'~nic rc.\rl , Puhy !loris , l'iane 
~lash , lll d rcd foma n and othe r s \lho were 11\.'l)'S on t he fron: 
1 ires . r s hou l d not leave you out of the so l c ends . I knc;. 
of you before we ~~d ever ne t . 

tan)' r i -,c ~ , \,·on en in he ~"'~Overncn t were t he ones ,.,.ho were the 
firs t o r ush t'lc 1101 ice lines . ho~en ,, ho "'ere ;> ~c~na tc ·,•ere 
kickc~ in the ston~c:1 a nri as ~ re~ul t c;ufCc:-cd f;re<l t phys1ca l 
ane ncnL~ l dnnago , but i di d not stor the, , 

,)uring t he s l ave1 y of our people , \\her. men and wo.,cn \\ere 
b red as ca t tle , men \,·e re rot tl e o::ly ones \ .• o fought bacl • . 
·13n)· .:oncn , ·ere tortured , ~eat to t.eat. <t. u oft - t u.us burned 
nt t he 5t'lkc . Rlac;. ·oncns belli~s l':t! re r .:.p,)ed open in front 
o! other wo~en and the un~orn babrs ri~red fro• their stomac~s 
t o teach obe l ia~cc to the o:.\ers. . ''!oren · ho fo llo~· orders 
and do as t l1e so-called as ter says , co no t 11vc 1:0 ~e bivcn 
t La t kinJ of trcat~er.t . 

~~ hove slwors re bcl l~d for a be tter ~dY of t: ~c Jnd nost 
i~portant , ~e have always been wi lling to (i~ht for it . 

t ~o not thi~k ~c should let ourselves b~ put i n to R trap 
bcco.usc a fe\\ b reedy ?erson c; ~.-o•1l rl have 1 t so in o r tlcr that 
th~r '13)' use ·.:omen t o the ir Oh'Tl pcrsor.:1l advantngcc; . l do 
nu L :eel Lhut nos t ~cr. think or feel that \::!)' . It rioec; not. 
,, \lttcr if th~y oo . I an :1 blac" huno.r. be ing first and a 
wo~an incidentally . 1 believe in freedom of ,y pCO?le as 
O]UCh as an)' man an"" will fig.t t. as hard fo r any black person 
ns 1c ·.,•on ld . 

•:vcn t houbh J h~vc never kno · f ree(' on , l 1\ave a. lrea'1 of it 
o.nc.' it is 1.•ha t kCC?S no n l i vc nnd \o.'Ork i ng i.n "'\Y sna l1 ·..-:ly . 
"lo .,an , nor ":on an can dic t ate ~\o I shall fuc k o r ho" oftt'n 
1 stw ll L1ck or' h<:n or hO\o' often I sha:l ~l ave b,bies . r"'n l y 
1 shn ll do t.lat . Y.\c:1 1o~Li tc peo::lle did t n aL to us , \\'C t·ebellcd 
bcc:tusc it ~·as ">gainst th~ la~.s of nnLurc au\. of pdop lu . \1'ould 
I t'O t be less cf a wo-:an t o let a lack nan ~..>O it . If a ~an 
is not .. cr ycH, he '"\U~t b e:! a~ai=tst )'Ou , he he blac,. or '-'hite . 

Rcfore cndl":;» c.:\is let ter , r ~c·tld like to t •trn )'0\1 on to a 
boot 1 just fir.ished reading entitled ''St:tdics in a Dying 
Co lonia.lis~.1" by 1-"nmtz Fanon . It is rcnl l y wo rth rcadin& . If 
t ~e boo~ belonbed to ~c . l ~oul~ sctd i t to you , bu t maybe you 
can get so~cone to pick it Ui for you in \ob York City . 

- 'lo-pe t.,:lt I have bee n of so111C he l p J.n ans~cn.na. your question!' . 
-f not , ;'lC~5c wri te ngai.n . I '"ou l d J H.e to hea r your t houghts 
on t his l ottor , so write ~nyway . Take care of yourself and 
~ct out of that stup1d hospitai . 

Love , 

------------------------- Fn ... '--------~ 
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