
Bruce Hartford
819 Pearl St,
Grenada+ Hiss,
Nov, :19, 1966

Dear Ton:
As per our diseussion I am sendIng you a letter about the need

for a historical section Vithnin SCLC, it is a well known fact that
the world Judges by vhat historians write, if the G&Ulsl the Sagwjte8,
and the Thracians had left written records our Illpress:tons of the
Roman EmpIre night not be as favorable as currant historians imply,
If the U,S, labor mve®ent had provided historie81 material rather
then forelag writers to depend exclusivly on Newspaper articles the
antjnurlion bias so prevelant in the press night not have carried
over into the Universities, This is not a problem that we can put off
to sone future day, Historians are begining to write histories of
the aovenent now, Recently the Southern Regional Council published
a p+W+++o&11ed " Justice in Grenada", it vas &lmst exelusivly re-.
prints of Newspaper articles, Even though the press has been wre
favorable to Grenada then al®ost any other project8 the SRC article
Still had moss distort&insp and presented a distorted picture of the
Grenada mvenent, When books eal@ tO be written about other8 not
so syr©&theticly reported projeets the picture will be ezen worse,

If- th@T©biv©rsity of Wisconsin god
If the thiversity of Viseonsia goes ahead wIth ites plan to

collect a vast awunt of historical data concerning the mveaeat
i think that it would be essential to have an $CLC staff ae®bex•

working with then for may obvious reasons, Al.so it wIll be illportant
that soLe have it'S ova history section and not have to O®$@dqQa
the University of Wisconsin for the historical data that we will be
required to use in the future, it should always be borne in aind that
history iS vbat the historians say it iSp Bag laat peaBIg be$$Wd,
If ve nnt to get the true story told we will have to work at it,

1 an iaclosing a list of solae of the things that I thInk soLe
should do along these lines, 1 aa also inclosing the first few pages
of a summary of the Grenada aovemeat, if there is anything else that
you would like for no to send you write ne and let @ kDOV, if it is
decided to have Bowe of this work doxe I would like to have a go at
it

Thank you

Bruce Hartford



qb

A historical section of SCI,C should contain three main components,

1.., A file on every SCLC project that we have b8dp containing;
h Statistical iaforn&tIon on the County or City,
b CIvil Rights contacts in the area such as persons active in

the mveaent, chu=che8f and civil rights organizations,
+Cb A bistor teal summary of the evII rights activity in the area,
lb The names of any SCLC staff who worked there and the dates,
b As many of the official record as can be foursd,
F- As many leafletsf clippings 8 and photos as can be found,
(b Statenents and nemoirs of persons Inv&6ved,
lb Tr8nscrpts of iatervtevs9 nass moetiagsp etc,

2+ A file on soLe staff and local people aetive wIth the movement
givIng mre or less personal histories, Where they vorkedl
what they did etc,

& A eronology of SCIdC and the mvenent, Showing the relationshIp
of the projeets to each other and the gnvemnt as a whole, ANd
givIng an overview of the Imveraeat,

To begin to eonpile tbls adnlttedly large amount of naterl81 a nunber
of thIngs should be done, BIrch of what ean be done ean be done with
only a suall awuat of finances,

1.- Start to sort and file all the nateria1 lying around the
off lee and the SCOPE house, This wIll be a large Job as there is
a wealth of material stuffed in boxes and filIIng cabin8atsp sone
of vhieh is in danger of being throw away,
h Send out letters to past and present staff neal)ers and S(X)PE

volunteers asking for materials, stateneat8f and n8molrs
(SCOPE volunteers should provided a great deal of material) ,

3- Ask proJect offices to send in material,
& Ask the Revs media for photos and other material,
b if finances perl&it begin to vIsit project sites and to

interview participants, g
6e Get some one on each eurr8nt project to keep a daily leg of

eve tItS, ( I am inclosing a copy of a page or two of the log that
I have been keeping for Grenada)

l•. Transcribe so we of Ballky fs tapes,

As far as possible these things should be done for the major sci,e
drives if it is not possible to do them for every proJeet, Historlaas
vill be particularly interested in such proJects as The Freedon RIdes,
Alb8nyp Birmingb8n '63p Gadsdeap Danville, St, Au©rstiae9 Slenap
SCOPEp (:hie890, and Grenada,


