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Bruce Hartford 
752 Bryaht St. 
Grenada, Miss . 
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I know that I havn't writ ten in a long ti~e. I have been all tied 

up and I havn't bad a chan ce t o write . 
I wa E"· on the Me r i di t h f or ·the last 100 m les or eo and it was ver y 

int ere s ting and a welcome cl~nge of pace (walking ). It is u1teresti1~ t 
t hat I actuall y saw ·r.oDe of t he c ountry side while dr iving t hen while w 
wa l king. The march was sort of a world unto itself in which time apa ce 
di r ect ion and civilizati on wa s etrangly isolated; shrunken, and twis ted. 
No r t h South East and We s t cea s ed to h.1.ve meani ng in t he litt le world of 
t he march. In our lit t le worl d their place was t aken b, "head, a nd rear 
right and lef t. ". :i'i.i-:1e had ~. i t t l e me a n i g , y cu ge t up in t he r.:orni ng 
when y ou are ~wa: ene d by zcmetla ne or other , ycu eat when t he :food 
arr ives, and the you hit t he road, while on t he r oad t here is n othing 
to mar k t ime by except tha t a s noon a pproa ches there i s n o shade when y 
you rest; asi de from. th.•1.t t here i " _lot hi :lg t o i"..arl: ti~e unt ill y ou make 
camp . The r e s t of the wor l d seems to be ou t s i de of y cur s~ru1 of attention 
care go ·by the countrys i de :flows pa.Dt bu t n ot r eal J y 8een , not real- y 
noticed , ·uot backgrou..""ld noiee far away on the horizon. Act,.ml - y the 
l i t t l e world of the m~rch is f i l led with activity (atlhough on a dif~eran· 
time s cale • t l:e •cale of walLL ... g s pee d n•) t a it o s e e d ) y •Jur at·t.en t i on 
is tak en be t ween the j_)r eoo truck o.t t he heo.d f the line to the wate r 
and s hi t truck a t t he rear of the l line. You not ice t he per~on \~ling n ext 
t o you; t . e gilr pass i ng ou ..: salt pill s · t '1a t boy wi t h a ca_1teen up a.hea d 
t his i s t he ooTie and cru.bs t ance of the 1:! t t l e wor l d of the mrch. r:von i n 
in Canton where we were t eur ga s ce d t he rea l ·wor l d I)r e s ced in f or on l y 
a day ru d a half; t he n i t VIa :."> .bac'!... to the li t t l c wor l d . \.' e l l s c much for 

anth~ F~~'iow workinghin~~re1~da ~fi sc . fGrenada1is iwway between Jackson 
m8m~ JUSt on ~ ~c ~stern edge o · t lle De tn . e are t~J1ng t o 

build a ~ovement here, the fi r st in the Delta area since the Greenwood 
movement of 1962. I got he: eon a Saturday ~orning , that day we i n tegrat e< 
s ome wlu te r estaurants, t ' i s i s the fir s t t i e Negroee hav e ea ten i n 
a white restaurant in t he his t ory of Grenada, t : i ngs wen t r elativly 
quite, one grou:;> wo.s threa tened With a :pi stol , and one grou1) v1as s ea ted 
i n a s egregat ed area. Tha t night a cra cker drove np out oi de our headqua r · 
headqu a rter s a nd eta rsed to eiloot a rnachi ngun at t wo civil rights worl':ers 
and a Justice :Je pt . man. Everyon e r an l i ke he l l and fortu 1atly n o one 
was hurt. He f i r e d about 4 or 5 burets and J:;~: ot hell. put of one., of our 
care • . The ~olice i a ter caught hi m and hi s artner a d confiSC · t e d hie 
machingtm ( a • 45 Cal thompson) . he v1as hel~ on a charge of att empted 
mu.rder. His ba il ( pa i u i "me di a lty ) wa s $2,000. SoJ:e of our del"'.onetrat or o 
are on 1 , 000~ which we a re sti l - t r y i ng to rai Be. Swlday we CC'ntinued 
to tes t . Y!e were r efused e t r ance a t 7 w ito chm ·chs (n on8 l e t · egrces 
a t t en C: services). Thut a:f:'ter:w on we tried to have a ral y on t he Jail 
h ouse lawn f or t h e de'Ton ctr a tor s i n j a il a t cr much t r oubl e v:e eventually 
hnd a :cn.lly. Jus't af·~nr we broke up t he r ally 30 ""t .... t e troo.t)ers i n h elmet1 
and go.c masks und ear ring shotguns charee d t he crovill and beat up several 
pe ople L eludi ng an old lady a 1_d a man. Iiiyself and the other leaders 
were tro. . .;ped i n a miBll ae c ond story apart men t were \7e hid f or a..""l hour or 
s o whi le the y sea r ched f or us and then we escape d over the roof s . Uonday 
we ccnti.tlUe d to demonstra e and t est . Teudsday we -~ri ed t o pick e t i n t h e 
downt won ar -a ant: wore arr e ste d . We wer e taken t o the County jail and pu1 
in cell s·6 We we r e i n jai l f rom Teucday u.:~till ft Fri day. It h~ geen -
over 100 here ev er siJ).ce I have b een here . It hove:c.s a rou..11d lZO or eo 
i n the jail and theil"' don •t give you much water or f ood. Ther e are no 
~ho~erG or other ru~lling water . I t drops t o a l ow of about So0 at night . 
~1 cay t he t r ooper s , Sh ·rtffs , and Police f oUow us around , we have 
had numerou s ha r :( asrner..t arre st~s. Grenada was a lwa y s considered by SNCC 
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and CORE as too tough to crack. Gener ally speaking Grenada has been
0 hell, especially the heat. We have had marches of ) 00 people in 103 

heat. The streets that we were walln ng down were .sticky becaue the tar 
was melt ing. we · l I could go on about Granado. for so::.e time. 

Please write a s I woul d like to hear from you. I haven't heard 
from you il1 some time at least a month or more •. Well that all for now 

.Bruce 
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