: 23 : June -13, 1966
Dear Mom, . : of &g : \ ;

I almost thourht T waen't golng to get ocut ef* New -York, With
predictable lack of planning €0HE hed rented & station wagen fram
g little car rental place that didn't even have.an office in
Memphls, And not everyone who had sald they wanted to go showed
up. One couple who were there when I.got to the office had-been
waiting since the morning before., Finally, after scrambling. around
and celling various mimmmsagencies we rented a cgr from Avis, It
seemed that therd were all sorts of problems: the onfly person
over 25 had a Michigsn 1lifeense, and the people from New York
didn't have the right ecredit cerds, Anywey, five of us left for
Memphis -- & married couple in their late 20's, a spinaterish asort
who had been in Boguelusa, me, and one of the five who burned their
draft cardscin Union Square, We made good time --about 2l hours --
and hed a fairly enjoyable trip, Blt it cost me #41 dollars, more
then busfare,

The chureh in Memphls where the marchers sssembled w as dis-
organized, trying to get people places to stay in Memphfs for the
night and trying to get trensportation for peopleto the march,

I wae placed with a very nice unupiia == middle class, but who
perticipatedifeirly msctively, They had a nice house and showed us
houses in Memphis owned by middle and upper clsss Nerroes that
were as nice as any I have seen in the South, I was surprided at
how much suppert the march coordinators had gotten from people in
such & large city in such a short time, They had mmkx had large
mess meetings at which King et al, spoke snd people wkre pro=

viding food, housing, and trsnsporteticn.

X The next morning, sbout 10:30 I got a ride to the marcth ==
which was just leaving Batesville, As we got there they were just
leaving town and I got into theline of marchers, There were lots

of highway pstrolman guarding the march (I even noticed one from
near West Point) and there wasn't too much heckling., But a lét

of whites came specislly to the march, and stood elong the road

in clusters commenting unfsvorsbly, Alsd a lone pieket white

counter plcket with a sign saying " all pro Americans, Skhp Stop

the monarchists (§)Y Vote for Geo. C. Wallace, 1968™ The whites
seemed to be well deterred by the highway paftopl, The march went
very slowly, preceded by a large truck with reporters and ¥V men,
and tired marchers, I guess, Ws stopped for 1 unch at a shurch off
the road == food provided by Batesville citizens, Bl the end of

the day the march hed only covered about 6 milds, We camped on the
far side of g cotton field in some very large circus tents., I resl-
imed that at this rate the march would not soon get to Jackson, so

I foulda ride to Jackson with some people who were going to Loulsisna.
Got to Jackson late at night, had something to eat, menaged to catch
glate night bus to West Point.

When I got here the Elsn had just had s bie rasll g0 mos t
of the astaff were staying up 1atﬂ.jﬂlsn, in aanggntiﬂg'with 8 boy~-

cott of the downtown area, that day 13 kids had been arrested while



picketing, and had gotten into a fight with the police, putting

3 poliece into the hospltal, The plcketers had come well armed,
Bail .has bea set at #3100 and they are still in }ail, We
are also planningto have a voter registration drive, as well as to
continue political organization. But we are hampesiefor lack of mo ney
end a car, When Jim gets down with his car T think some of us may
start te organizefd ' a county to the-south which has cot a2 federal”

fepistrar alreadys: It's heavily Negro., Put things seem slow after
what I had expected,- 1 oo 3 Ty

, Hope you have a- good trip. Ifll pﬁpﬁaﬁiﬁ be bae k sometime
in September. : 3 ¥ : .
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