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To 8-W tiJA& it m1ght be hol.p1'11.l for tbt reader to skip tbe preface ar.ld 
go to tho ooxt ooction-

1. b Situation llolr 

Ai'ter the first round of intervieml vi.th people working 1n Ml.asissipl)i., 

I mas coniused by t.be varl.Bty of approaches each ws tak1ng to tho £oar 

of cbD.ngo in 13.ssissippi.. Htanonitco llJa, Er.ri.n Wedel, it is reported 

by other lbnnon1tos, w,e b two appraocl\es: Ill» tor the 0011.tbern white 

com1ni.t;y and one for J)eOPle s11cb aa nortberoere who b.1vo lo.as flllix fear 

of challgll, Jake hiooon 1s teyi.ng to avoid beihg r1:nrt1 -:laaaU'1.ed as 

either a typ1csl coutberaer or a civil rights uorlol,r. 1fo ia purposoq 
describing his role 

va-guc about/hoping he can be accepted as a person rath&r than a civil 

r1&bta vorlalr. ucivil rt&hts worll!ll.r• ia a ter111 applied to .f'urfuL and 

tmmoral }'8oplo. Titus Bender as a pastor, Hi's. Jam Sample as a 11hite 

t:10clorato, lfr. SOJdlcy, a llegro teacbsr, R.ov. Gray, vhite w1pb1 -.:piscopal 

cleraym.n heading _up the bumn relation:; coU.flCil of, Mi:s:sissippi, all ltbk 

work within cert.in bound.m'i.es that they know cannot be crossed vitboui 

cutting off colllmW11cat1on or gettin!J the• tagged as"civil .rights llorlmrs". 

It is not a 11111tter of COlll'4gtl for tlii,11. As tbe;y explaioed it is a mtter 

of st¢ng efieotiva a.Qd in coimmc1at1on with tho vhite cOlllllWlity, Each 

of tbe11 bad a little difierent approach or drew tho boundaries that be 

dared to cross at a little dilforeot -place. ~ unity is found Ln at 

least three points: l) all want to cbaogi, the present eituation tMt 
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lcDepa the Ueg:ro in a position of subservi.ence; 2) all of t;be11 felt rejected 

by tbellelta Ministry atafi' aDd fel.t 0onde11111Bd by thelll aa oomproiniaers; 

J) I think 1.t vould be fair to say- that all tbreo felt that collllllUllication 

and relatiooships vere lllOl'e import.ant than gett~ justice 1.JlriBdiatel,y. 

2. Attellq>ted An.u,yais 

Ill trying to undsrst.and all these Va"J'ious approaobea I tried to put on 

a continuium tbe different places the boundary was drawn so I could under­

stand where the MallllOllites llli.ght place11: themselves. ill the graphs I conld 

draw up that volild depict such thl.ngs as the degree of opemiess 1.n Views, 

tbe degree of belng able to choose aides or st.a,, in touch vi.th both sides, 

the 41110unh of violsnn, the number of areas ill vhic:h they could push for 

eq1111l.1ty (it is us safer for eltll~l& to push for aquallty 1.n jobs ript 

now than education, but it's safer to wor~ for education ill tl:e cbild 

dewlopant gronp in 11lss1.se1ppi th1m 1.t 1s to &&ekse8l'9gated aehool.s • 

.R>l.1tical equality is very datlgerous. Social equality 1a oven lllON eti'eDBiVEI.) 
to make 

TbesB seal.Els or pphs are intereatiog/1.n trying to pill dwn wlult each 

approach vill or Will not do. SuppoMdl,y they wUl help one understand 

vllere sch person is and vbat bis reasons i'or this ~ition are. It 11ight 

throw some ~t on what tbc Nennollitee position should be. 

J. Tbs Issue 

However, the above grapbB are n.ot ver, bel.pfuJ.. 'l'be main issue for 

the Mtnnonite workers and ottii,r IIDdarates in thEI atate was tr,ing to 

atay in comwnication 111th tbe-1r neighbors. Jane Sample, tara»:r encyclopedia 

sal.eSWOD!n, described her approach as pusbitll! tor whatever rigbta one coul.d, 

111tb1n the boundaries of acceptable or perlllisibl.e actJ.vit7•l';iJre a sal&swo11111n 

lolbo bits a toucmy issue, she skir~ 1t and talks about the vaatbe.r or 
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.somtbi.D,g al.8e tor awlri.l.e and maybe procaeds a d.11'£arent v;q to her 

objoctive of selling her prodllet. It a KLa11Sman critiehes her participation 

tn the STAR program (systematic Training and Rlldevel.i>pnent Program) or 

her wor3' in Readstart she 11a;rs "we aro,n 1t tl")'ing to register voters. We 

are ;a: jllSt tl")'ing to get 500 -people to read and vrtte. Yoa Jcno1r 500 peopla 

won't clun~ tbe polltlcal power balance_ bere.• She felt that om bad to 

act conten1led about scbieva1111mts, polnt out past progress to people wbo 

ere discontented, and keep p1111b1ng as fast as tile- situation vould. allw. 

She of course had done this With considerable cost to her tamil:,y relationships, 

and vith some risk to her own and children's safety. Shll- is no doubt gonuine 

in her work and bor concern. 

The ainnonites and Tllo Points of View in Mississippi 

The Delta 1-llniatr,y has no patience with tbe approach just described 

nnd represented by Jane Sample. 'l'bere is llO !Dve lost betlil9en the Delt.a 

Ml.llistry and the II I twbPlbr moderates in 111as1ssippi, For Delta Ministry 

tb9 prim, value is not ool!llllnication or relatioships as in the saleamnsbip 

position just described. For the Delta Minietcy the prillB vaJ.ue seenw to 

be bl identifying tbe-lves with tboae unjuatl:,y treated and vorking llitb 
with 

them for j11S1.ice and hwlllln dignity. Working Gil !bat the situatkln all0t1S 

aDd cooperat1ng vith the moderates wbo are w11111l8 to let the power structure 

throw out little !avers and advance as they aee fit of 0ourfl8 da1J111ges tba 

dignity of tbs Negro vho 1111St determim his mm destiny as mch as pose1ble. 

Tbe Delta Mtn1stry cannot see this approach at all. It is the antitllesia 
for the Nagro. 

of the Delta Ministry r-:tx philosophy of self-d!lterad.natiocy. TbB •pine" 
won 

don't aean aeythillg in the Delta Ministry v1ev, if they are • W at tile 

price 0! re-enforcing the idea that Negroes are powerless and have no 

real rasp0nsbillties. 
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"Tbe;y CAD go to bell" pz,etty ltell expresses th! opinion of the Delta 

Millistry and the moderates for each other. Tho l)eltci Mini.stry i'eels the 

moderates and. white churches are reall,y powerlllss. Tbe;y poi.nt out that 

(»% of the sout.be:rn vhite church goers are Baptist and$$ 0£ tbe ?fegro 
But 

church goers ue llapt;Lst. lll!Ua txb this ooo deoot:dnnt1on vhicb bu so 

1111.ch ·ponr c.iflllOt do ~hill& about tbB conditions which exist. The 
including 

Delta Ml.nistr;y has said that tbay realize tbe white churches aut the 

tlrmm■te1Fln .MJllllOoites have problems and these problems are too b1g for 

Delta Ml.nistry to understand. They cannot give tbs white churches aey 

help. Io their v.iev the vhite churc:hes alld moderates of Nl.ssis.sippi a.re 

liks the popi desct:ibed in tho play "'1be lUjitr Deputy". ln this play tho 
relationships with 

Bopa could 110tcut off the aermana by criticizing their policies 

of Jewish extermination but tried to be Mends to both sides. lM!o ill 

the :face oi' sta this inhuman Nasi activity the llope could not briflB biJuself 

to protest because be felt tbo relationships, the intlllence,and commum.cation 

were-more important than the Jew'ish people. 

This figure is not Ol:l8 that the Delts .Ml.nistr,y .u used but I believe 

S.t portrays their faelillgs about the 110deratas and o.tber cbu:rch gr011J)8 

including the HlononitESin Ml.ssissippi. '.l.be!y si111P)Jr :feel that the church 

like the bbpa bas sold tu.mself to solll!I other 80d and thoy a.re beyond the 
and 

help Ill COIUlSGl o£ the Delta Ml.nistr;y program peoplo. I think ,YOU could 

o=u sa;:r that the Del.ta Mln1stry peoplo look at the lilhite moderates and 
these mod1rrates 

church people in Mi.ssl.sBippi. wi.tb pity a.nd compassion and wish W, could 

somebw mkn up tbeir 1111.nds as to wllich side tbDy want to be on instead 

of enjoying their role as a go-beween. 
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Som of the reasons fc>r tbe Delta ll.ni.stl7 tald.ng this view of thei.r 

situation might be cl.lll"U'it>d by Sc>lll9 aaaUlll!>t.icm# that tbe;y bavtt: 

1.. l'olitioall,y the whites aro well organized in HI.HL.sl.ppi. ~ do not. 

juat th1.nk vbite S11pre1mcy but bave organized to keep 1.t. The lfu ID.wt 

ll.an, tho society .for the preservation .for tho whites supremacy, tbe 

c1.tisen 1s council aad their cll.al.-a-bata 1118saages, the White Knights, 

the Skte Sovureignty COl!lllli1111ic>n are som of tho orgalli:zationa 011tsl.de of 

tbe political macbine17 and local. po;rer str11ctu:re that are organized 

-to 1llalo3 sure the st.atue quo :amm JCU :reJSa.ins. 1'o 1111st this thl' •OtUifl Delta 
'l 

Ministry .feels a gz-o11p such rui tbemselfts lllSt also orpaize, DOt £1.gbtiog 
be 

-with the llalll8 wapo1111, but cbfini.tel,y/organif.edto use tbe pcr..iur that 

tbe7 ba11e. It l!lll:Y bo the Freedom De1110craticlllrty vbl.ch thay encourag,r, will 
. 

uot be ablAI to prevont vbite people :i':rom doing f'urthar iajilatice and 1mmorallt:y 

but realising that tllll potent-1al nelllbersbip of tho Freedom De110cratic PDrt:y 

is over 50% of the Ml.asl.aeippi population., lbe:y £eel called upon to be 

good etevards of thill _potential ,riatts political power they ua al.read¥ haft. 

2. I.:f' one '11!8.Jted to phrase tbis sams usumption in ps:ycbolog:l.cal term 

or t;e,l'JIIIJ or edncational t.b90l')", ODIi lld.ght say ~bat tbe Delta Mi.nistry sees 

tho sl.t~tioll calling .for 111BtbodB th:it .fc>rce people to eee tbings they 

do not vaat to see. ~o-ple are not attracted to change ,eapecial.l,y painf'lll 

change. U the Dalt.a M!.ni.stey can show people that eot:iethitlg no longar 

vorlcs than illdivid.Uals may be .forced to rethink their situation and oh:lnge 

lllight be possible. .!iljbe this can be su111111d up by saying that tbl Delta 
the 

Ml..n1etry approach s.eelllS to assufflll/contllct 111 theory of edllcntion. 

Btople will not change or :relearn asauiqptione unless tbe:y are £orced to 

reali:ie that the put asst:1111ptiona w'1.ll no longer be e:Uectl.w. People jllllt 
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don't cha!1g$ vollm~or are they usually attracted to change !Id when 

their present assumptlons st.Ul na seem to bo vorld.ng at least :f'airl,y 

veil. 
in 

J. Otis can also hY the sane thlllgs/tbeologioal terms by saytng tbat 

DJlta Ministry seems t,o hllw a heal.ti\\" rsspoct for the powr of si.n 

a.l'.ld knows th:ilt. sin eots p01.j8r CIV&Z' peoplo so they can no longer control 

tbe111Selves. Their approach, therefore, does not asSUllle sin ill sOllletMng 

peopla oan be tallrsd out of b;r explanation but as ti. kind of pol'er that 

maJoas Ddllt robots out of people. The Dtlti:i 1-D.ni.stry approach is one that 

forces people to confront the • reeults o-f sin and :f'.eel the conntct 1n 

which th1a puts tlJ311l, As a result Dalta l:lini.stry m ge~ crucified .for 

this :ipproach but it seellll!I wt n fr~ to have •no .fol'lll or comlioess • and 

to bo "deapilled or reJected by mn." 

Jake Fl'i.aeen in hie etuey' of MississiT1Pi noticed tbe same dif.1'erences 

and di.fferent assumptlom b8t1'Jeen the white churches and the Delta llilllstry-. 

Jake respects tho approaches of both and feels that both of these app?"Oacbes 

have tmu- rolo. The IDOderates especially .find that tbe llllta Mlni.stry 

t!llms the b3at olld persecution awy from ID!l.ny' of tbsir efforts. Thoy 1 can 

•~ aq tmy a:re not Ulm those Delta M!.nistry people and say that 

they IU'8 s1mpl,y irork1~ on pat-ticular issues. Om doesnot i'ind 11111ch 

a-pprociatlon go119rall,y, ru»rever, for thB Datla Him.stry approo.ch by the 

mdera-tes 8V'Gll though it serves to draw persecution away f'rom tbe lllOderstes. 

h. We ba'f9 describl>d the difierenoe betReen the mooorates and the lhlta 

M1n111try approq.ch 1a political, 19 psychological nnd theological te2'111!1. 

I think we !llight also say somthi.ng about sona soc1010&1cal dii'i'erences . 
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In •iv ~ the dilier&nco o:f approach betveon the white churcb$s (i.nellldin& 
is 

bbe lloll%)C)lli.Ws )and the Delta Ml.ni.stry nil the dittereDoe betwoon .lOldll run 
city 

alX1 el ttw- nothods alld asslllllPtions. In a rural situation rel.atl:msbipa Al'8 

TerY uportant. "ll tooy are not maintai.Ded, one is a noboc:l;y and 1a cut off 

fl-o111 the eOftl!llni ty. Fcopla vbo haft known each o1;ll!tr :for a :bng t 1.111, knol, 

that is does not mloo much sense to piclmt or dear>Mtl'.ate against an old 

acqaaintanco. One k:now!!l b1JI too 'lie ll .md knO!i8 vhat he will do to ua ll and 
l!.e has with 

also knowa JmllX lDI: llelll:lt to llva/b:1:11 !or a long, long tima. »:>oo:rates have 

onen defended tbair approach again and again to m by saying •we uill be 

hllro a lol:1£ t1m artor tm;y bzive gone•. 

In the city s1tuation°flcan pick ooah relationships. We don't lal0'11 

people very well and putting tbs squeeze on obbers is o.tten a Wlll' people 

relate to each otbe1', One doesn't ff have to be botbe:red and tense by 

llvtcg nth, sbopp1na alone side or, assoc1.ati113 with 1'00$/. One a1mpl;y 
si.ecting 

ascapel!I .such tense s1tw,rt1ons by~ a <!Ui-eront group to associ.ate 

with. Om doesn't maintain ?'elationsh1~~ cost~ 

In a l'Ul'al situation peq\e aro also not as conscious ot the power stl'uctlll'e 

They ailoply kmw that certain things wre taken care of. 'fl» cbllrc:h peoplB 

,tho were usual)y in power took care ~ thinp anrl it vas not illlportllnt for 
for 

him to crusaa:yaey particular llu:i cause. In the rural attuati,0n people 

didn't have to arsue :tor .ilia tbeir conv1otiol1S- The church peo1>1B -were 

often 1n control alld tha:, cou.ld tako ea?'e of tb8 opposition. 
haw 

In the c1.ty situation protestllllts have learned they/bad to put tbeil' 

convicttooo out 1n the open llnd 1941 tbUI q1lite often. Th1a is a d1.fferent 

aitll:ltion 11P'!dltril than too ooa in W'hieh a man of Virtue was one who didn •t 

say llllCh but IDilllUl ilho hlla proved over tb, yaars to be as good as his word. 
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We wre quite ee■ppl ■ IMllftX 1nwp1cious of the mn vbo could talk ass~ In 

the i'lllidity of tlle city situation, the man who does not talk and roi'Uta 

aone ot tbe lies tbat are being told is a man wbo is poor steward. The 

man who can talk ea111:cy ill not regarded as having som kind of disability 

but is appreciated as a man of talent. Also in tbe rural situation it 

was hard :for a person to unde:ratand his ow responsibility. So lllUOb o:r 

tbe outcoi,a o! a 11111n's position alld hUi aoqui,11itiona de-pended on the 

,.aatber and :l.'actora beyond bis control. In a city situation people baw 
have 

learned what kind of powe;vtbeyland lmow 111){ that"man 11akes nnn". Thay 

Jcnow tbllt tbe city gets tbe killd of police :force it wants and desires. 

Hississippi is Wllld.stakabq rural. A l.ook at the map shows that 

the large urban centers are outside of its boundaries. M:lmphia, N- Orlealllil, 

and H:>bil.G along ~ boundaries are larger than aey of tbe JIU¥ cities 

Iii.thin illi bonndari.es of Mississippi. It is not difficult to see wb,:, 

tb!l rural oriented white protestant church of Hissi&sippi t1uds the Delta 

Ml.nistr:, ,ipproach a inooll!P8tibl.e with their 1' past eXperience. It is 

cot ill their oul.lmre to choosa sides and to at11od with those suffering 

Oonclusions 

Al.tho.ugh it tlST not be in t.he tradition of the white protestant• U 

Ml.ssf.ss1ppi church to stand W'ltb those :.tho are unjust'.cy treated w canaot 

sq 1t i.8 not Hi,n!lon!B- tradition. :Lt ts true that rural Jl:enoonite churohes 

Buff&l' the &allD lciDd of condition enot]¥ that J vhite :rural in Mlss1ss1ppi 

suf:t'er. Howewr, 111 our earller tradition w did choose aides in stay1D.8 

wl.th those liho 1181'9 daap.l.sed. Al.though tile D!lts Ministry approach 1s 

:fa far more paitlf'Ul than an;y of us would enjoy, and is the opposite of the 

respect and admiration our da11Dmi131itl.on bas earned as quite, stable, depaodabla, 
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)CS 
pooplo, I feel U· • l O '* that it is IIIU.Ch IOOl'8 COJ11Pati.bl.e with tbc way Christ 

one 
i;luS would have us worlc in Ml.a111is111pp1. J1B an outsidollr and/who lllla oot 

li:nid ill }114s1.ssipp1 and as om 'Who has onl3' a passing acqW1iataoc:e vith 

th) c1tuation tbe:re 1 I vill be vond8J'iilg wb;y our approach 1:1 not ll.k!!I 

tbo approach o:f thellelta Ministry. 
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