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| AM SORRY THAT WE DID NOT GET A CHANCE TO TALK AT THE WOKSHOP, BUT THAT THE
WAY IT GOES, THERE ARE A COUPLE OF THINGS THAT | WANTED TO MENJON TO YOU AND
SO | ‘AM GOING TO LET YOU"WRAP THEM UP" BY MAIL, SO TO SPEAK., T{ FIRST THING IS THAT
JNCLOSED IN THIS LETTER IS A CARD PUT OUT BY ASSEMBLYMAN MERVIIDYMALLY OF CALIF.
HE IS THE ASSEMBLYMAN FOR THE LOS ANGELES GHETTO, HE USES THE ARD BOTH AS A CAMPAIGN
TECHNIQUE AND AS A G{MMICK TO ENCOURAGE VOTER REGISTRATION., | WNTED YOU TO SEE IT
IN CASE YOU THOUGHT THAT IT MIGHT BE A GOOD GIMMICK FOR ALABAMA

| HAVE FELT FOR A LONG TIME THAT ONE OF THE LIMITING FACTOB {N OUR WORK IS THAT
FOR ALL PRACTICAL PURPOSES THE ONLY WAY WE HAVE OF COMMUNICATIN(TO THE PEOPLE THAT VWE
ARE WORKING WITH IS VERBALLY. |T HAS SEEMED TCO ME THAT FiLMS SHOLD BE USED TO MUCH
GREATER ADVANTAGE THEN THEY ARE NOW., ONE OF THE PROBLEMS HOWEVERIS THAT THE FILMS THAT
WE HAVE ARE DOCUMENTARIES, | DON'T THINK THAT DOCUMENTARIES ARE OMPRLEATLY ADEQUATE
BECAUSE IN EVERY ONE FOR SOME REASON SOME_OF THE ESSENCE OF THE OVEMENT IS LOST. THAT
IS THERE IS SOMETHING ABOUT THE NATURE OF DOCUMENTARIES THAT MAKB |¥ ALMOST (MPOSSIBLE
TO PROVIDE THE VIEWER WITH A COMPLETE PICTURE OF THE MOVEMENT. ITHINK WHAT IS LACKING
IS THE EMOTION OF THE MOVEMENT, WHICH TO ME, 1S FAR MORE IMPORTAN THEN WHODID WHAT
WHEN., ANYWAY ALL THAT WAS TO LEAD UP TO THIS, WHILE | WAS IN Ls/s] SAW A MOVIE CALLED
"SALT OF THE EARTH"., THIS WAS A MOVIE MADE IN L950 ABOUT A ZINC MNERS STRIKE IN
NEW MEXICO BY A LARGLY EXICAN=AMERICAN UNION, MOST OF THE ACTORSWERE THE PEOPLE
WHO TOOK PART IN THE ACTUAL STRIKE ALTHOUGH THERE WERE A FEW PROFSSIONAL ACTORS, THE.
STRIKERS BASICALLY WERE STRIKING FOR EQUALITY AND THEY FACED THE SIME OPPOSITION THAT
THE MOVEMENT IN ALABAMA HAS FACED, FROM TEAR GAS AND BEATINGSy; AND JAILINGS, TO TOMS
AND FAMILY PROBLEMS, AND ""BLACK NATIONALYSM"e THIS PICTURE DID SOMETHING THAT NO OTHER
PICTURE | HAVE EVER SEEN HAS DONE AND THAT IS CAPTURE THE FULL ESSE\CE OF ' THE MOVEMENTs
IT 1S ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFULL AID MOVING PICTURES |T HAS EVER BEIN MY PRIVILIGE
TO SEE. ﬁs | WATCHED. T | BECAME cowvswd?ﬁ THAT T WOULD BE FANTAST&ALLYaVALuABLE 7o
SHOW THIS FILM IN THE SOUTH., | HAVE MADE "CONTACT WITH SOME OF THE PEOPLE CONCERNED
WITH THE PICTURE AND THERE 1S A CHANCE THAT THEY MIGMT LET US H.VE A COPY FOR FREE
SHOWINGS IN THE SOUTH, HOWEVER | DID NOT WANT TO GO ANY FURTHER UNTILL | HAVE TALKED TO
YOU AND ALSO EXPLAINED THE DISADVANTAGES OF SHOWING THE MOVIE, MANY OF THE PEOVLE
RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING THE MOVIE WERE COMMUNISTS (THE DIRECTOR WAS ONZ OF THE ' HOLLYWOOD
Ten™ 1 BELIEVE). WHEN THE MOVIE WAS MADRE IN L950 THE AMERICAN LEGION SAID THAT IT
WAS COMMUIST PRCPAGANDA AND THEY MOUNTED SUCH A CAMPAIGN AGAINST IT THAT IT WAS
IMPOSSIBLE TO SHOW THE FiLM. FOR THE LAST #5 YEARS THERE HAS BiSN COURT CASES ABOUT
IT AND THEY ARE FINALLY ABLE TO SHOW THE FILM ALTHOUGH FEW RIKMSXARE THEATRES WiLL TAKE
1T, SVEN TODAY THE PRESSURE AGAINST T 1S STRONG. EVEN SOy | THINK THAT IT WOULD BE
IMPORTANT TO SHOW IN THE SOUTH, BECAUSE IT IS A TRUE PICTURE AND FROM WHAT | KNOW OF THE
STRIKE ACCURATE., ' o
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