
I ,· . 

Friday July 9 , 1965 

Leon Gutherz - Ne1.,r Rochelle, H.Y. H:UI !)e our l eG_der 
Frechettia Ford - Robbins , Illinoms secretary 
The group: 
Xwxwm Norma Danels - Los Angeles, Cal ifornia 

Ne d r~oore ~ Los Angeles , Calif . 
Daniel Thompson ~ Cleveland, Ohio 

The five of us l ef t Atla nta, Ga . at 4 : 00 AH and headed south west for Pike 

county, ;; 1a. Our directions '\orere to go straight to the Negro section on Troy , 

which is the county seat of Pike, and locate 604 v.'Uey St. where a Nrs Goodwin 

lived. \·le were not to move from the house until a Rev, Daniel Harre ll arr ived . 

The trip from Atlanta was without incident. Rev. Harrell arrived around 11: 00 

bringing with him a tee nager by the name of Elizabeth Shamburger . Liz was to 

r emain with us, a nd was the only salaried worker. 

\ve \vere given the names of a fe v.I people in the community who were vrilling to hel p 

get us starte d . We received a briefing from Rev. Harrell about the ge neral 

conditions of t he Negro in Troy. Leon was t aken to meet somP. of t he people who 

had said they wou~d help us. Later we were taken to our nevr Freedom House locat -

at 611 Railroad, Rev. Harrel1 paid the fi rst months de posite of ~~3 (1 .00. 

That evening the six of went shopping at the local grocery store and created 

quite a conunotion . Our new offi ce was to be located on Academy .street. 

A Er. & Mrs Jim Pro ker off ered to l e t Bunny Danie l s stay with them. Uz and I 

were t o stay with ~'ir s Goodwin. All the fellOi~Ts were staying at the Railroad 

Address. 

Saturday July 10 , 1965 

~e 
DDCli!::mdlibam:Jiri:x:KEm!OCtt· • This morning Mr . Grubbs cellod to sn:J that ll of'f"i ce 1:1ns no 

longer JW c;.Vail.~blG to US • ll~ had just been 1nf"Ol"'IW3d that it haf: ooen prevcr!.lsly 

rented. 



JULY 11, 1965 

~y, Leon, Liz, and I attended. service1s at St. Paul A; M.E. church. We were 
___ .,~-··· - · 

able to recruit many teen-age volunteers,, Shortly before the benediction, the Pre-

aiding 'lder allowed Leon and me ~o say a few words to the congregation about our 

purpose for being here. After the servj~ce we mingled with the congregation and 

met Mrs E. Mathews and Mr. Lightfoot, An appointment with Nrs, Mathews was JlJaJL@ 

arranged for three o'clock. 

Ned attended First Baptist Church Sunday school. 

Earlier this morning a Negro policeman came to the Bakers home and informed Mr. 

Baker of a Bomb threat, and the los~of employment if he kept that white woman 

(Norma Daniels) at his house. Jim Baker said Bunny was welcome as long as she .w> 

· wanted to stay. The Bakers yere also ttold that the two Negro policeman just 

hired in May would be fired if he did not co-operate , Bunny felt she should 

stay. 

During the afternoon Leon, Ned and I started out on f'oot to keep appointments that 

were arranged Sa~ and today. We were unable to locate a }~. Brown, and in the 

process, we ended up in wnat apparently was~he better white community . People 

stared and seemed shocked, but no one said or did anything to us. 

Tonight the Bakers prepared supper for us and later on we had a pep talk -£;or.~.-om 

Leon, 

MONDAY J1JLY 12,1965 

A checking account was opened,maps were purchased rrom the chamber of commerce, 

and the canvasing began, The telephone was connected. While Leon was taking 

care of the affairs just mentioned, Rev Harrell and I went out to the~~~~ 

roots communities . (report on following psge) _, Returning about 1:30 we picked up 
o>~li 

Leon and went out again. ~ Orian and Saco have not been accounted for. 

The police came to Mr. Bakers job to talk with him. It seems that either Bunny 

leaves the ho~eor !'"r. Baker will be fired. He asked Bunny to leave. 

During the Cl91lVas1ng~ each SCOPE worker took along three or four teenage volun-

teers. As each block and street was canvased, the map was correspomdingly 



.J.' 

marked. I f no one anS"wered the door or we told to come back at a later time 

we marked this on the sheets, and someone knew what to do later that evening. 

PIKE COu:t-1IT 

MON. $-1.2-65 

BANKS _ Rev Manley was for having the Buelah Hill church for a mass meeting, but 

we must first check with deacon Jessie Williams and deacon Bunk Collide. 

Free advertisement could be obtained from the local station by calling 

Tell & Sale. Both deacons agreed to let us use the church, and they 

inturn would help spread the word. The meeting was set for Thursday 

night, 7-15-65. 

MONTECELLO - The Negro population is small and scattered, we must then canvas it. 

LINDWOOD - We were told there were only about ten houses, so we will canvas. 

Chinagrove i :x:RIDr Canvas. 

SF~DY GROVE - Rev. Richardson will help us canvas on Wed. or Thurs. of thas week. 

ANSLEY - Acie Adams and William Kennon (deacons) will help get the people toget-

her for the mass meeting to be held ail the Macedonia Church on Friday. 

Canvas on highway 5 ---Goshen to Pi~ 7. 
\ 

BRUNDIDGE- Appears large enough to have its own office. The ministers of the 

two larges churches refused to let us use their facilities. Rev. 

Russell did, however, steer us in the direction of a hall that had 

been used for meetings. :lvf.r. Flowers and Hr McGuire agreed to let us 

rent the KAR hall for $25.00 a month . 

The hall is on the corner of a busy intersection above a cafe • The 

building is large, there is no water or toilet facilities. There 

are folding chairs., benches, a desk, work-table, and. three rostrums. 

an old book case and every thing is covered with an inch of red dust. 

GOSHEN - Deaco.p Seymore will tkH talk with the other two deacons and the minister, 

and vTill call him back tues. or wed for a definite day for the meeting . 

This week the church is having their revival meetings for a wee~ . 



HENDERSON - We must canvas. 

SPRING HILL - canvas 

TROY - Bethal Baptist church. Rev. Lowery saya he must consult the Deacon Board, 

and will call us • 

Tuesday July 13, 1965 

Revl Harrell, Leon and I drove to Brundidge and gave lfT McGuire a Check for $25.00 

for the rental of the hall from 7-13 to 7-14. From there we drove to Eontgomery 

to purchase a duplicating machine. 

Montgomery Equipment Co. Inc.---$96.34 
1 used Ditto machine, 1 gal. fluid, 50 ma~;ter units. 

repaided 
Rev Daniel Harrell was ~30,.00 for the rental of the house at 611 Rail-

road ave in Troy. 

Meanwhile t he canvasing in Troy was going smoothly. Dan and Ned were stopped at 

two different occasions and asked for their identifecation by the police. Several 
swd 

of the teenagers~ a red car followed them during the day. 

ft£ter the evening meal we ran off announca~ts about the mass meeting to be held 

in Brundidge on Wed. 

Oh yes, Bunny Daniels left sometime early this morning for Atlanta to pick up her 

return ticket to California. 

Wednesday July 14,1965 

Rev. Harrell drove Leon, Liz, and me to Brundidge to clean up the hall, and headed 

for Geneva County were he was going to get four additional workers for us . 

Armed \-lith two brooms, a box of detergent, and two mops, and all sorts of litera-

ture about SCOPE &SCLC vie started to clean up the place. This hall has no runn-
' 

ing water, or a toilet and so one must ::tmrb: tote the water from outside. On a 

trip to get water: Leon asked two teenagers if they would help distribute the mass 

meeting announcements. Hinnie and Willie passed out the announcements while the 

three of us did t he cleaning. l.Jillie had a car and they finished in no :tki:m time 

at all. Rev. Harrell brought with him Pat, Mike, Nary and Diane from Geneva zmm 

county. People started comming to the meeting at 7: 00 and by 7:30 t here was 



,. 

standing room only. Pat and Leon said a few words and Rev. Harr-ell was our main 

speaker . After the meeting people came up to meet us . Hany offered their cars 

or(lrnew of' some~one who might let us use theirs . People left their nam~,addre sse~ 

and telephone numbers so that we might call them on registr ation f day . 

Thursday July 15,1965 

We canvased Ansley and Banks for the mass meetings. In Troy the canvasing going 

smoothly, bu.t we were unable to get a church for a mass meeting, Rev Lowery call-

yesterday to tell us the deacon board did not want a meeting at their church, 

Leon ~ talked with Deacon Money about using Morning Star Baptist church 

and he too refused, 

We had asked a fellow named John, who lives in Troy, but has a Florida license 

plate to tako to Banks for a mass lXl!lbitt me1eting. On the way there, John ~ s.~,J.J~ 

thru a stop sign, and knocked down a conc:ret post that hadat'J arrow sign attache<:{ 

l C..D N'TII-ItiNc:s_ 
to lT. No one was hurt. A pick-up truck C€•o*" i rrg two white men came along and 

offered to help. At the same time a young man who was at the meeting happened 

along, he recognized u~, and stopped to see what was going on . We got into his 

car very quickly and he took us on to Brundidge to get the other \.JOrkers . 

The other SCOPE workers were staying in Mrs. Kenney's rooming house. Apparently 

during the day, some of l1rs Kenneys neighbors told her not to let the white 

workers stay there, Hrs, Kenney was un-decided about what to do, and the workers 

packed their bags and sat on the poarch. A Mrs. Starks who lives next door came 

over and offered to let the two girlJ stay iR with her . 
1', S +a..\"' I<!, ho.ve 

X 
~' two adopted children and four of their own. John was able to get some 

fellows from Brundidge to take him back to the car, and try to get it off of 

imbamkment. Eddie drove us by the scene of the accident, and the police were 

there. Finally making it to Beulah Hill church, we had a good meeting. 

John had been taken to jail and had a forty-eight dollar fine. 



Friday July 16, 1965 

Hore canvasing for potential peop~le to take down to the court house for regis

tration . The police are always crusing by, and the red car is still around, but 

so far we ha'\l·e not been har~assed in any way . It sure is hot 1 

This afternoon we ran off announcements about the mass meeting to be held here 

in Troy on our lawn(we have not been able to get a church or even~ the recreation-a,/ 

center}. Rev Harrell said he wanted to be the main speaker at this meeting. 

Monday is to be the day for the meeting. 

Willie, a teenager form Brundidge has been coming around when he could to help 

us transportation wise. Tonight he took us to t he Macedonia church in Ansley. 

There were about forty or fifty people pr,ssent. Deacon Seymore from Goshen was 

there, and he wanted us to come to a reviYal at his church. No definite date 

-was set. 

Saturday July 17, 1965 

We were all up bright and early to start passing out hand bills telling of the 

registration day.l monday, and the mass meeiiing on our lawn the same evening. 

We tried to cover all the colored sections of '!:roy. If no one was home the 

hand bills were put in the door or somewhere else where they were sure to be 

seen. It surE! is hot The one thing that would really make things go smooth-

er f'or us, would be a ~. 

Sunday July 18, 196 5 

He went i-P -\x;~s to St. Paul AkM#-.E4- church and Morning Star Baptist church 

and Dan went to Bethel Baptist church. Re-v. Duncamb of St. Paul ga-ve them a very 

warm reception and allowed them to say a few words during the service. He also 

said he would help us out if he could. At Horning Star we were also allowed to 

say a few words to the congregation about our work here. Dan was told he could 

not attend the Sunday services until the minister consulted the deacon board. 

Rev. Lowery called Dan this afternoon to inform him that it was alright to attend 

the service, but he was not allowed to say anything to the congregation. 

~~!agb* we went over all t he r egistration forms, called volunteers, etc. 



.. 
GENERAL COHHENI'S 

tua.fl-+eci 
\-/hen we first arrived in Troy, many people ~ to know why we were 

here. ~hey said the white folks treated them pretty well, and things were fine 

in Troy. Here are some of the observations that we have made: where the Negro 

community begins the side walk and often the paved streets end; some of the 

unpaved streets are in such poor condition that of'ten only one car is able to 

go down the street at one time; some homes are in such bad shape that they should 

have been cond6!med years ago; there is hardly any recreational facilities for the 

1~gro youth;the fountain service is now being intergrated by the youth in Troy 

for the first time in its history; in Goshen they still have not been able to get 

a lunchroom in the school; many of the men are still earning that se.me ~;1.25 that 

they started with ten years ago; and the \Wmen vJho do day work or work in the cafes 

never approach$1.00/hr; 

:1'-iany people here are afraid. Afraid they might be f'ired from their job, 

• the church might be bombed or the mortgage wight be fore-closed, that they might 

be physically ~ harmed. 

In Hontgornery were \.Je purchased the duplicating machine, the salesman was 

very curteous ond did not stare because we were an intergrated group. Next door 

at a small resturant they were horrified when we walked in. The ~egro cook was 

sent to wait on us. As soon as 1r1e were seated, a white man dressed in a business 

suit came in and sat at a table parallel with ours. He smiled very cordially at 

us and ordered coffee. He sat there with that one cup of coffee until we finish-

ed our meal. When we were standing near the door getting ready to leave , the 

man got up, pa:ld his bill, and said rather loudly, "excuse me please" when he passed 

by us on his way out. 

At the mass meeting in Brundidge there was a good cross-section of the commun-

ity present. Some looked like farmers not long from a day in the field, the women 

were present in all sizes, shapes, and ages, some of the youngsters had that well 

scrubbed look of college students, aad there were men there in their thirties and 

forties who were un-smiling. The people seemed eager to hear what Rev. Harroll 

I 



had to say. If had said lets get up and march to jail, I feel they would h&ve done 

so. 

In the rural communities, the whole family comes tb the mass meetings. Because of 

the simplicity of the church and its people, and the strange yet very moving 

prayer a.nd response cha\nting I sometime ;3 feel the twenti th century did' nt come by 

here. 

A car of our very own would be an invaluable aide. Several fellows have 

been very helpful, but it is not the same as one of our own. Oft times when we are 

ready for an early start, the drivers are late or sometimes dont show up at all. 

When they are here bright and early we have something that must be taken care of 

later in the day. Host of the time we dont get our moneys worth for the gas we buy. 



This DiUst be the start of the new day to come. Rev . Sconiers (l·frs. Goodwin's 

tAJed pastor) of St. Harks A.:f'.J. E . Church wi11 l e t us have a mass meeting there on ~-ne~ -

day night . 

Monday July 19 , 1965 

Early this morning Leon received a call from the post master here in Troy. It 

seems that xtli: some of out ~irl hand bills were put into mail boxes, a.nd so 

we owed t he post of fice some money . This is the big day , re gistration day . 

In Pike county a person can only register on the f irst and t hird monday of 

each month, Sometime during the year, the county has open re gistration which 

• 
s~mply means, for five consecutive days, a person can come i n an register between 

the hours of nine and four. That open registration took place t he week before 

we arrived . Only five people came down to register . 

Ned and Leon were stationed at the1 court house along with one of the vrori-

ers from Brundidge. People were there early and in an orderly fashion, but they 

had to wait because a court was in session. By eleven o'clock there were nearly 

two hundred people to be processed. As the people came in t hey were given numbers. 

}1r. Gilchrist, t he chief registrar, told leon they would only be able to process 

about twenty of t he people today . With a little mental pressure applied from 

Leon, fii'ty pe ople were taken care of. Only nine passed . }!lr . Gilchrist said he 

was not autherized to give additional da~~ but that at a meeting in l'iont gomery w ~,c.h_ 

tve>.H-W . 
to take place on Friday, ~ he-'~'try to get extra days .~ was 

Y~. Gilchrist said he was shook up to see so meny peop~e there , and he would 

try to get additional days for registration. Leon in turn called the office and 

told us not to bring any more people down, because they would not be processed. 

This was around ll: OOA,M,. The office was also told if individual people wanted 

to come down, they could, but explain the situation to them. Mr Gilchrist was 

told that we would march on the court house if we felt we were not give~some 

co-operation, and by no means did we want to have demonstrations, but ifAbecame 

necessary we would. 



This evening we had our first mass meeting in Troy . We had a much larger crowd 

than we had anticipated . After the meeting Deacon Boyken, ~':"rs Smith, 2.nd Deacon 

Money got together and agreed to l e t us use Morning Star church for a mass meet-

ing . They were very pleased wi t h Rev . Harr ell and wanted to extend an invitation 

to him and hi s wife to attend a gospel musical . 

Tuesday July 20, 1965 

This morning, we passed out hand bills in the West End section of town announcing 

the mass meeting at St. Marks ehurch. we• were suppose to canvas in the rural 

areas, but our transportation failed to arrive. The remainder of the day was 

spent cleaning the house. Leon paid the post master $2.00 for fifty hand bills 
that were put in some mail boxes, and was warned not to let that happen again. 

Wednesday July 21 , 1965 

Ned, Jim, Willie, Eddie, and I canvased Or ian, Seco, Honte cello, Lind1t10od, China-

grove, and Shady Grove and returned home to go to the mass meeting iN at St. 
; 

Harks church. Our next stop was Horning Star church for the musical. 

Th~sday July 22, 1965 

We took as many volunteers as we could find and canvased the ~ 

neighborhood to announce the mass meeting at Morning Star church the next even-

ing . Tonight we had a birthday party for Liz and a f airwell celebro,tion for Ned . 

Friday JUly 23,1965 

A very large attended our meeting at Morning Star church . Liz went home for the 

weekend . 

Saturday July 24, 1965 

}~d Moore left for Los Ageles with the understanding that he ~ returne~ by 

J-N~ 
August 1, 1965 orAhe should stay in L.A. 

'M"r Gilchrist said he would let us knm.J \·.fednesday if we could have all o~~xt week 

for registration. 



·, 

Sunday Ju~y ~5. 1965 

Today we all attend different churches. Rev. Duncomb of St . Paul A .H.E. church 

plans to talk with the steward board and will let us know via Mrs Fields on 

tuesday if we might use the church for a meeting saturday. Dan talked with 

the deacons at Bethel Baptist church who were in favor or having a meeting there. 

The deacons said they would talk with the pastor next sunday and would then let 

us know the results. 

M.rs Hathews and her sister ~frs Smith invited us over for supper. Since we first 

met them, they have been a tremendous help to us, and they have aparently been 

very active in the communit;v, 
1-.-ec>K; ,.t dJ u;ert.f- /fo..r-Uor-J. 

1 
Af0-. (aeAI~Va_ C-Du."<-/y1 -J-o -s~~ a_+ Ke·v; 

Au.fr--'t ~ ~ I.J...I·c.~ • "R"'.'l' bi"'-"Nd U!u..Ld. -w._o+ ma..J!.e a..ppo1Nh~4' a.__J.Jd a.">Ked io- -f-Jl 
Monday July 26, 1965 ]N ~o,- he)!<.. 

Eddie, a volunteer worker from Brundidge, said someone called and said he would 

be beaten up if he continued to carry those civil rights workers around. 

Dan and I, along with two volunteers canvased Spring Hill. There is a church there 

named Elan Baptist, and we talked with a deacon Larkin about using it for a meeting. 

Sometime during the week someone had broken out the windows, and therefore he 

said he would hesitate to let us use it for civil rights purposes. He said, how-

ever, he would go along with whatever the chairman of the deacon board said. 

At Henderson we wanted to get the use of Mt. Zion church, and a William r~cNeal 

of Troy is to be contacted. 

Deacon Seymore in Goshen suggested we bring Rev Harrell or Leon out to talk with 

the deacon or the pastor who were holding out against the use of the church . 

Another mass meeting in Brundidge tonight. Rev. Harrell said we are going to get 

a car of our own tomorrow. 

Tuesday, July,27th 

Leon and I went to talk with Deacon Seymore and Deacon Brantley. I do not believe 

Deacon Brantley uill change his mind, however we invited both deacons and their 

wives to attend our next mass meeting. 



II 

Wednesday July 28 , 1965 

}1r. Gilchrist called to say He would be able to have the six extra days starting 

tuesday . Later this afternoon r-:r. Gilchi±st called to say we wou l d not have t he 

extra day s or even monday our regular day because the new registration forms \-Jere 

not ready , and they had no idea when they would be r eady . leon t old him that 

he would not be responsible for the peoples actions now, and t hat he had been able 

to keep things in check because it seemed that Troy was really trying to co-oper-

ate with u s . Leon said;1I 1ll leave it up to your imagenation what will happen 

when our people find out 11 • 

We called ?at in Brundidge, and arranged to meet early tomorrow mor ning t o MRp 

plan the strategy f or a march on the court house monday and the fol l owing days 

until better arrangements could be made f or voter registration. 

Thursday .July 29,1965 

.John drove Le on nnd :me to Brundidse . '.-:hen 1-TE: c>:c:r.·iv-ed there W:,_s a cu.ll f or :Le on 

.f:' or,1 ? r oy. Hr Gilchr i s t \Ja11ted Leon to come t o c;1 meeting wi th Judge Reeves, 

the Chief of Police, and himself. Pat and leon drove bacL t o Troy and .s.boc1.t one 

hour l a ter c;,::1led to say that re gistrt~_-t;J(,y; would be on the re gular monday and 

tuesday thru saturaday f or extra d~ys. 

Friday .July .30 , 1965 

Liz , Dan and I went canvasing in the morning. We had hand bills announcing Jrw.s ;:; 
t.o:·.lm:·:,· ow 

!aeetin t;B at St. Paul f or :bL"'ligh± and Morning Ste.r for ·t.oni;)lt . \.Je ent out again 

in the e arly afternoon \-Ihen a car came to take u s to t he outlyine; are a s of Tro;y. 

Tonighi~ ""-i:, Horni ng Stex t here '\ve re about sixty people a nd we took up our first 

collection of ~: 

Saturday July Jl , 1965 

Y-Ie s~l ca~wased t he comr,mnity with hnndbills 2bout r egistrat ion day , and the 

mass meeting tonight at St. Paul cbrrch. He '\·Jent out e."co'\.J.t i :5_t1 [~fterDOO:Cr n[[.ill 

\·Ti th hand bills about the r egistrat i on day on monday c:nd. ·t he l'ol1oH::Lq , c· :: · ~r::; ( J 

I 



nghtecat:bm five days of the we e k. As ~ :r·J..._G our volunteers have be en Liz Penn-

ington, lialter·s s t..: Joh~'1 ~~s-nry Reyonl ds , ~l2E. Gamble ~~t. ( John ~k co iJ•:J•J_-

St. Usually when we canvas, we used the kids in th.at ~ i! ~ .eC:: iate ne ighbor-

hood to help us out. Tonight at St. Paul church, !<rs ;; • .:brren c!l'lc\ I..eon Ct t herz 

L€ on and .John ~ Ienry went around to t he varous cafes and put u p posters 

about the :Jl:XJffi co!ilJI\i n::; e lec-';;ion ·:~_ ay:'>. 

August f., 1962 

Leon and John att ended S!-~iloh f·a:; t:Lt1t ehHrch, LiL £ttended f. lst Baptist, a nd I 

a ttended Bethel church and a home comr11ing. l~t ;3.ll of the V<?,r ov_,'-. churches ,,re toJc1 

I.,eon went to anot:1er co;.bty to speak, and John , Liz, and I 1.-1ent to the eve ning 

s e rvice at :P...rllre..i Shiloh . ~ev S1nitb said he \-rm;J.( :1old ::::. , tSJ 'O' t:L .:.; to see if the 

·m:-1j ._wity ; ~1 th,, ~ '~urch -vnurted to le t v e. use the church for a me etine . Rev. 

Harrell called and told Li z to he.ve l1e1" b8.gs p r:1 cked on 1·Ie r1_nesr3.2./ ~.:; ~-,d ;-l., re ady to 

go to l-'onroe County. 

Lu gust 2, 1965 

At the courthouse t hings went very smooth. The people were gJvr:m mun'oen; '"'-8 ::.1-: e ~, 

c ~_- , -,_._, _l_ n . They kept the :3t1Ii•8 rmmbe:rs '-r:i.th the;,, \ihe n th~r finj_ ~>J:.e,1 1-:eing proces:;er). 

We took their name , address, city, and the amou nt of e du cati on :t;}G& i;p;r they hac~. 

Rev. Harrell t ook Daniel Thompson to Clayton (Barb~ county) _·_l;.I. J..,o F C1J"k , 

August 3, 1965 

Jonh Henry Reyonlds f ather beat him with an ax ha ndle because of hi s .:•f"iliatjo;! 

morning all HaS eo:i.ne He 11, theii I e·)i'l left for Clayton '.-;here they were prepa l'LJ ~ 



l 

i:,o ;:u&r·ch to the court house. After l..eon 1e:Lt, tJLe regestrars (~lo·, . .;c<. dowr1 to e.. 

snails pece ~ am~ :stu±llrlibch±n:l'l~xx failed about sevent in a rovr. One of the l .:..st 

people they £'cilefi \ .. n .s a coJleee t:;re.due.te, There 1:/c·: r e e.. i'('H unfriendly wor(is 

exchanged between the registre and the Scope 1..rorker ;;; , and fine ll~r =.eoj; '"'Tr 5.v-e l1 .• 

Leon w.:>s toll~ t he vho l!;• r; t < ;r~, and he talked with Hr Gilchrist, and Judge P.eeves 

has gone ve 11. Today we i·Tent to 3yrcl 1 ~' . 

:r.' on:ie;ht '1·!8 lv•.d the best meeting ;;ince He h c>:re been here. The speakers vlere 

about one hundred rx · orj J.c packed J n the chure!:J "'· :·,cl the co1le c ~ t :i.on '>·!e.t.; :; 

~<.rs ~Ta:r:cel J. :;~ ~ } ·. ~. Jim CBrne Lo te.ke :Clizr:beth ,']hc-J .. hu.r·u: :c back with t heiT, . Pat 

St..reeney took a plane for Los P.ngeles, Calif. today. 

1 ' • L 19_r:.._~_ ,,'eane SCi.::'~{ , , u:J 

Early this Ir,orning handbills HeJ·e e,j_v en ou t e.1-H>Ht t~"'.e mass i:1eetinc at Bethel 

church. The day went very smooth at the court house. 

Thurscl.:'t~' 5, 1965 

Today Liz .Pennineton, and Eloine ',leu-r· en cc:me down to the court house to help out 

with the registration. Ethel Brooks c::;_m.e fror , Co.i:lde n to speaL at our rr;ee"cing. 

-·~ter t\e ;;et? ;~:;"'S He e lected officers for the nevl 

The of'f'icers are: V.rs Johnnie Hae Ue..rren ?res . 
:·.rr .. Cl1c·r1e~-; Str1n~(-=:c 

~!isn Drenda 3Dlith 
' f.:::·. Ch2.rles Te !.'r-y 

Vice Pres, 

\-:e Scope workers will meet with the new officers and any other peopJ.e of the 

community on 1'Yonday iJ.Ug. 9th ::>,t 7:30, to get acquainted D.l1() e xl 'lc_:ir , exactly wh~t 

we have been doing c.nd to bring them to the point where they c~ui tnke ove:(' the 

\-.rork . 

.,.,.. • d . "- ( 1 !'""'/. r' 

.L' .L J. EJ.y .! UL;;UB '-' ; j - ; 'U j 

Our meetine; seeu to help, bec2.use ;,lclre pe~ple are cominc; down. The registrars are 

waking much faster. Today 92 pes sed. ,.,ncJ 3 f ~dled_. 

)1\ U.. W.. b e.-"-> 



We were all excited a bout t h e new H~X:t~XJOiS~~ Voting ,~Ughts Bill. 

Saturday August 7, 1965 

rur U"ttnarn: This morning at 8:15 there were about fifty people in t he 

in the court room when we arrived. By 10:30 aoout two hundred pe ople 

were there. · We on l y gave numb ers iD those people who coul d read and 

write sufficently well to pass t he lite r acy test . The r emainder of 

the people were asked to be patient . Before the re gi strars coula u s e 

t h e simplifiem form , they mus t receive offical notice fro m the state 

of Alabama . r:Phere was no not ice on saturday , and so only those people 

who could read and write were proc essed . There were ninety-six re e;is-

tered. 

Since the court house is located doM1 town and there are no eating 

faci lities in it, we have been eating in the local do¥mtovm drugstores. 

The .first .five days t n ere were no incidents, and yesterday two fellows 

returned to the first drugstor e we went to. The ma."lager o£' t h e store ask 

asked John ( Negro) t o step outside so that t he people i n the store could 

ge t some fresh air. J ohn refused to move. The manager then said his 

dog would be fed before they would be served. John got angry but the 

other f ellow, rL ike, was able to calm him dovm suffieiently to pl'event a 

scene. The ma.l'lager p receeded to wait on them after serving everyone l u 

vn e :::n:;o.L e. 

Sonny Sta:cks, the oldest s on of :.1rs Stw ks ( .tlres. 0.1 .bTUndiQt::, e Civic 

UlulJ; was Iil·ea .u·u w uis JOu uecau.se ue drove t ho se "civil I'i t_;nlJs worK-

e.ct> n a:r-ow.1 u . On .'iOn day he was ·G ol.u ue COt..lj_L, ::; ~lJ..j_ have his J o u , ii ~.Lt: 

wau 1.1 8u to go back. He chose no t to go nacK, and found ano the r job wi -en 

a 1~ e gro c & . .cpen der . 'l'he pay was ue c"te .r:- and t h e hour-s were sno2·-r;e r . 

~unaay augus~ b , 10o~ 

101 :a ~I I • • H . I NP7f J II(' tW I 2 ffl!\ ± 2l" . £ 9 t E ! I y I 8 

1-'f[,_~ c.Ja..r- .... ~s.r czc,f~d Lgo.if -fo ~o .f-o {)-"'4-~t!..J~l«- +a -se<?. l he c.o,c/J. -;,--1-,-,. ... J"-~e -/-~e 
p eople tN O;t..a.. .... t +o o.6 -i-o -H~ cou....r-+ kou..se. cz~ d. 1 fi.E:[TIL«;+er---f-c:nv.ov-.vo-ow.,. The.\} 

I .J_ 2 J rO J j / , ., e a_.. Ke ·.J //,_, __ -rr<-...; -q; +L c »<tr.(t ~-l-ev_ I 
•:.:u e ,_f +- 1 0 (L. u Ct.. p , t ">;f" C!.- A- u_r- e... ....__, '- r r 
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O;:..a_.-t[ "Dale 
<iW7FHE! ~ 1i I wa ( ~· e-~-!!d!e5im!l!1l4~y) W 6 ; Iii~ I attenaea services a-c 

.oethel cnurcn wnere aua aunouucemern was maae aoou-c -cuesaay ana wea-

.u.esaa,y Io1· vove.L· r·egis ·v;r:a-cioa ano. liN now -cne Hew law aiiec ·ceu us. 

at a nome COUJlliJ..LJ.g lii I made a siriii.l.ar a.uuow1cei.ueu ·c. 

1v10nday August 9,1:16:1 

On his way to .nirm~ham, Hev Harl"ell brought Elizabeth Shamburger oack 

-co us. 'l'he morni ng was spe.u -c car.1ve:~sing ""Gne commw1i "t:J wi ""Gn v o-cer regis-

·c:r:a ·~iou annou.ucemeu ·cs. That at·-cerrloon Leon ran of±' all the additional 

announcements we would need for the week. Leon, John, and Mr. Warren 
drove "to oza.r:c where tney received permission to . use Rev. Autry 1 s chur·ch 
for a mass meeting on Friday. The Hev. would be at a. revival, but would 
Tuesday August 10, 1965 make sure the church was available for us. 

This morn j_ng as usua,.l, lihere were aoou 1i tnir1iy people ali lJne COLLY 'G n ouse 

when we arrived. Leon Gutherz left for Birmingham Via Hitch-hicking. 

We gave out one-hundl.~ed ninety numbers, but only one-hundred ana thirty 

seven were processed. Tonight we held our first meeting with the new 

civic association. 
Wedne saay .August 11, 19 65 

At thecourt house we had our usual good turn out in the early A. M. 

At 10:30 I as ked Mr . Gilchrist, the chief registrar, to caLL Montg omery 

1io get permission for thursday and friday registration . He called and 

was told to expect a reply around 2:00P.M. At the scheduled time no one 

called. At 4: ~10P. M. one hundred a.11d six ty seven people were r-egiste:r·ed . 

Judge Reeves asked to have a. conference with John. and I along with Mr. 

Gilchrist. We were told that they wer·e expecting a call from Montg omery 

at any timepust before five o'clock, and they were N.N:r doin g their very 

best to get those days. If any thing developed, he assured us he would 

call our office. Judge Reeves called later on to inform us that the 

extra days for· registration had been denied. 

During the day our teen volunteers passed out hand-btlls announcin g a 

mass meeting at the First Baptist Church for tnursday. 



IDhursday August 12, 1965 

Mr. Warren, our neighbor, drove .J ohn , Diane, and Pete to Ozark to pass 

out hand-bills announcing the mass meeting on .J.< 'riday, and registration 

on monday . They spent a good deal of the morning and early afternoon 

canvasing in tne rain . We had large crowd for t he mass meeting at 

the R:.tD; .b'irst baptist Church. 

Friday August 13, 1965 

Fridey night on the way down to Oza .. k we were involved in a three car 

accident. Mrs Warren, our Driver,, had to stop suddenly to prevent a 

a head on collison. We were hit from behind by the car trai l i ng us. 
'-.. 

~tr. Flowers,from brundidge was in the car behind us, and h e said the 

ca:r: bhin him knocked him in to us. Luckily no one was inj UI'ed, but 

there was ex t ensive car damage to all three automobiles. We arrived 

in o~ark over an hour late. At the church, we found the doors locked, 

and there was not a light to be seen in the ministers house directly 

behind the church. 'l'here were no people or cars in the vacini ty of the 

church. ~ ~~~X&~X~~~~~~ We s t opp e d at the house nearest to the 

church to inq_uire if people had come and then gone home . We were iDld 

t hat the minister returned home last night a~d said he had not given us 

permissone to use the chur ch . He said he could not understaad why we 

would take it u1-'on our selves to make that ki nd of announcemen t , and 

under no circumst8l1ces were we to get inside the c hurch orpse the 

lawn . 'l'he mayor lef't word for 11 'J:nose civil- rights workers" to use the 

city hall if we just had to have a meeting. 

We were only able to locate one deacon of t hat church, and he told us 

the same story . Every where we went we were tolct the same story. 

Leon met us in Ozark, and we all returned to 'l'roy together. 

!aturday ~st 14, 196? 
Early tn1s morning Leon tried to get in touch wi tn tne mayor oi' ozark 



and the probate judge. tle picked up Diane in ~run6idge, and they spent 

the remainder of the day trying to get a church or hall for a mass meet-

ing tomorrow. 'l'he juage told them he would get the ex tra days for reg-

istration only if t h ere were enough people attempting to get registered 

on monday, thus deeming it necessary to hold the cou~ nouse op en another 

day. The ministers gave Leon a~d Diane the story that t hei r churcnes 

would be available so rnetime this wee k , ou-c no-v vOrJ.i gn-c , or .SKH sun day. 

1'11eanwhile here in Troy, we fin ally got a car· to take us c anvasing in -c n e 

rural cumrnuni ties • .anN:x.±N Tonight we had a mass meetin g at the Macedonia 

Church in Ansley, Ala. 'l'his ai·-ceruooH we wen1i 110 .orw1a.lage tor 1ine cour1i 
near·i.ug c onc eJ:Hlllg ·LHe aeeide.n t last night. 

Sunuay August 15, 19 65 

We drove to ozark again "this arcernoon. Still no cnu.r·cn. Abou1i I ou.r o '-

c..LocK J.Jeou auu 1 weu -c -co -G.ue l..O ca...L u..L u.gs-core own ea. UJ a Negro ana. naa. a 

coKe. Tne uw.uer came oveJ. and asked for :a .e:IDol!x for our side of the story 

couce:r:ui.L.te:, friday nignt, and we told him. Leon asKea. il we illl g u G use his 

drugstore for a meeting that evening, and he agreed. 

That drugstore was packed to and then beyond its capaci t ;;; when the meet-

ing got underway . 

Mondal_ August 16, 1965 

This morning at 8:30 t here were fifty people waiting for us. All day long 

people kept co mming, and t he registra:r·s worked s lower a."J.d slower. I 

talked with Mr. Gilchrist, and Judge Reeves and asked them to get those 

people to work faster. They were suppose to be using a snorter form, and 

yet they were processing fewer people. At the end of the day, there were 

about two-hundred and fifty people there and only 155 were processed. 

Leon had remained i n Ozark fo r their registration, aN He called to i n-

form us that 220 people had been processed,aud t h ey were given tuesday 

and wednesday as additional~ days. 



Tuesday August~ 

This morning around seventy-five people came down to the court house in 

an attempt to get registered. This day was not granted to us for regis

tration, but we had asked the the people to come down anyway. Ab out ele

ven o'clock we had evex·yone sit together in the lobby of the court house . 

Judge Reeves asked to have a meeting with John and me in his office. Mr 

Brantley, a lawyerE, was also present. They asked what our greviences 

were, and then told us they had done as much as they possibly could for 

us. I told them that there were not nearly enough people processed yes

terday, and the community would like to have some Negro help doing the 

registration, and that people came back today who were not taken care of 

yesterdey . Neither Judge Reeves nor Mr. Brantly would make a deffini te 

promise about the addidtional registration, but they said they would do 

their best • .After the meeting I talked with t he people and asked them to 

go home, because for this day we had made our pr·essence felt, but to re

turn tomorrow. 'l'he people dispersed immediately. 

About fourtenn of us went to one o£ the local drugstores £or lunch. 

The owner irnfvrmed us that he did not want to servettniggers" but the law 

said he had to . He called his lawyer to come down to the storej and was 

told that he had to treat us like human beings, serve us in the ma~ner 

that was custom~y with the store , and i£ the store seemed like a Negro 

store for the time being, there was nothing he could do about it. 

1'hat evening Leon returned £rom o zark where 150 people we~~e registered. 

One of the local young men, Charles Stringer, suggested having a commit

tee o£ about ten men from the community go and talk with the city offici

als about some of the things they wanted done in their community. Leon 

suggested haveng a bi-racial council of a uou t twelve or less people from 

white and Negro communi ties. Leon said he would talk with Judge Reeves 

and Mr. Brantly abou t the posibili ty of the council in bhe morning . 



Ch arles gave me a ten tative list of eigb t people in the commun ity, a n d 

I added the names of others who had been helping us. 

Wednesday _Augus~~ 

This morning we wen t down to the c our t house and twenty-five p eople ·He r e 

wai ting. Mr. Brantly bad gone to ".1ontgo!nery to -G i')' an6 c:;e -c -rne exT.t.a uays 

I o.c u.s. .Leon preseLnea rj uug e Reeve s with t he i dea o.t a p r em:E.n i -ce bl- 1·acia.L 

oouncJ..l, e.uu t,ne J uag e app earea en thusia"tlc. 1 caLLea ·cue sugg e cs ~.,eu 

people a.u u as kea 11r1e w ·co C U1ile tJv a meeting t hat night. Some oi ' tn e y oung

s-eers ne.Lpe a us canvas il'1 the late morning f or t11e mass me e-c i n g on -cne 

I oJ...Lowing night. Leon callea -co -ce.LL us we were g.r.-a.ll·ceu. Thursday ana 

.rriaa,y o1" "G!lis wee ).{ l uJ. registration. We canvase a again i n "Gil e la-ce 

arternoon aoou-c our- extra aays. 

That nigb-c twen 'ty-two or· -c n e leaaing ci -ci s ens OI 'l'Toy came -co -r;n e rne e-c

iH g . Al mos-c al..l OI \/L!e 111 spoKe, a11u "G u e geuera.L EtlMSR.i:E:MR cuu c eus u. s wa s 

-r;na-c a oi-racia .L council ENNiN would function as an a gen t to br i ng sug

ges-cions, and c o mplaints 1'r-om ootn co mmtm i-cies, an a -cne c omun \/"tee woula 

ma k e recowluua Liuus to the proper cnane l s. A temporary chairman was 

selecte d to get in touch with more p eople , ana after our mass meeting 

I·riaa.y nign-c 1;ne -cea p eop.l.e "to oe on th e council wouJ..a oe se_Lec-cec. 

'l'hursa.ay: Augus-c 19th 

We registered 237 peopl e today . The mass meeting orougnt 1 ourtL some 

very in -cerestLlg talks 1·row -cne .l.oca.L peopJ.e. The r e were a oou-c ( 5 pe ople 

present. Th e tempor ary chai1'man selected t hree pe ople for a cauca.s t llat 

would select t ne ten people ror the bi-racial c ounc il. 

l!'riday August 20th 

This ·is our last registration day, and 260 were processed. At our mass 

meeting all t t1 e speakers were -c n e .local people. We asked all the people 

present -co remain for tne report :x: from the oauoas oo mmi ttee. rrhe f ollow

ing peop le wi.ll make up the Negro represen ta·tion on the bi-racila council; 



~~v ~e~resentatives 

Rev. McCarby 

~tr. George Grubbs 

Mr. Dave Frazier 

Mr. Charles Stringer 

Mr. John Nolan 

lvir. George Dix 

htr, George Burks 

Mr. W. L. Felton 

Mr. Mas e jjaily 

Brundidge Hepresentative 

.Mrs • .Hoberta Starks 
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by \red ~roore . 
.,.:.&:J.' ... . 

The bi-monthj:y voter registration day last Monday in Pike county, .tUabama, 

brought over 200 Negroes to the area 1 s courthouse in Troy, the largest number 

to be in the structure since it vras built in 1952 .. 

With one registrar home s i ck, the two registrars on duty from 10 a.m . 

to 4:30 p .. m. were only able to process 48 people. Only nine Negroes were 

able to pass the rigorous literacy test and become registered voters . 

The significant point is that so ma.ey sf the county's Negroes 

woke up to their right and responsibility as citizens and turned out on 

this day,. 

Earlier in the month there was a special five day period of registration 

P··v -
and only ams;£ -- Negroes came to the courthouse lfi'or processing during 

the entire time. 
c;J vc; :- U/o o o l'...re.1 roe__:.;; v.r¥7:._ [_.,_. .so "'"l t, . 

Pike couihty ha~~ 5,000 :'is~ o old enough to register,.yet bef'ore 

last Mond~ only 519 were registered . The number of eligible voters totals 

42 percent, the rest being Hhites over 21 years old . 

What brought about the new attitude on the part of Pike's Negroes? 

It was due to hard work by ~~ivil rights volunteers from various parts 
had 

of the United States wh~~set up summer headquarters in the county a little 

over a week before . 

led by I.e on Gutherz, a New York school teacher and a \·Thi te, a Negr~ J J!-· / 

.from Chicago and Whites from Cleveland and Los .Angeles moved into the heart 

of Troy r s Negro community and:F proceeded to avraken the residents to their 
F ;ue 

rights,. ~California SCOPE workers stay in Brundidge, the countj: 1 s second 
larges t city . 

The volunteers work for~ Dr. ~~rtin Luther King's Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference}~ Summer Community Organization 8nd Political 

Education project, operating in over a 100 counties throughout six Southern 

states . 

Orientation was at SCOPE headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia. Gutherz's 

unpaid group was told by director Hosea Williams a that its mission was to 

-more-



ge~ ~he Negroes of Pike registered . The secondary obj ect ive was t o build up 

a local leader ship body to carry on when the summer was over . His peop~e were 

told to avoid demonstrat ions in all but extreme situations. 

Winning over the Negroes of Pike proved only a little challenging , f or they 

seemed ready to move. This is not to s~y that the task was easy. Persuading 

the Negroes to do what they ought to do took friendliness, honesty and much 

talking. It took long hot days of door-to-door canvassing and many nights 

of mass meetings in the churches of cities throughout this agricultural 

county of 25,000 persons. 

The workers still have to 
e.(:'<') fl.. 0 .'Vl c'c. .;.._,.,_c(_ pkz :; (._ c~i 

o£ rebxib~on from the Whites, 

contend wit~1~nturies old fear of the }~groes 
2.-,_(l .. ,.. '""-

especially in places outside the cities. 

A California volunteer, a White women, lost heart and returned home early 

after the Negro family she was staying with was threatened with bombing and 

6,,1 t'-:12·>;, 
job loss, and she was;(\,askea to move out. 

r:'l -'w( r 377'~tr."..r6 
Actually, the 'tlhite• of Pike ~ more afraid than the Negroes . They fear 

another Selma,~ with demonstrations that br j ng on national attention . They also 

fear economic boycotto 

"Whether the Whites like it not," commented Gutherz after talking to Troy 

officials, 11 they realize that we have power. We're not going to use it provided 

we have their cooperation." 

As to registration, Gutherz said , 11 0nce they eliminate the literacy test, 

the thing we have to do is keep t the Negroes moving to register. Without the 

test, the :begistrars should be able to ~~· 200 }3eople a day . We' 11 

have to have more ragistration days , then by mid-August we could have 90 

percent of the Negroes registered, 

I "We'll hold classes here for illiterate Negroes to teach them enough 

reading and writing to pe. hble to regi:ster. 11 

He estimated that .3,500 of the county's Negroes are pes?gz' wgi right 

now willing to go down and register and added t hat even more thant 200 would have 

been at the courthouse Monday if his workers had not told them to ~ stay home 
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at 10 a.m. when it was realized that the registrars could not possibily 

process so many people. 

Probably even the registmrs could not pass the literacy test, Gutherz 

reme.rked;a.f'ter recalling thlht~e:oti{6'£iced t hem consulting answer sheets just 
/ I. 

after Negroes took the examinations. 

Registration will in easier in Pike from now on because a new and 

simplified literacy test haf gone into effect throughout most of Alabama. 

# 


