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3011 College Ave.
Berkeley, Calif. 94705

February 15, 1965

Dear —

The following, rather too lengthy "Mississippi Letter® is a
bambling, informal discussion of my experiences last summer in Miss-—
issippi and the ideas which I have subsequently formulated, I am
sendlng you a copy because of your active interest or participation
in the civil rights Movement or because of the deep.concern which you
have or should have with that struggle and its future.

. Because persons of every background, prejudice, and persuasion
will receive this letter, there is hardly a word in it with which
someone will not disagree or take offense. This is to be expected
and, as far as I am concerned, welcomed, I say welcomed because this
letter hopefully represents much more than an expression of some of
riy own personal ideas about the civil rights struggle in iMississippi.
If telling you what happened to me and what I am thinking were the
only purposes to this letter, I never would have taken time from the
horrendous task of trying to stay in law school (I am in my first
year at the University of California) to write it.

I write this letter in the hope that you willerespond, passion-
ately or reservedly, extensively or briefly, warmly or coldly. I am
interested not only in criticisns, but in suggestions, not only in
speculation but in realistic appraisals. For, it is my increasing
belief that one of the most urgent steps ‘which needs to be taken is
to start a dialogue between persons of widely divergent points of
view, persons who because of geography, occupation, interests, or
differences of opinions, never before comnunicated with one another,

It is appalling to me how little White Mississippi and Black Mississ-
ippi, the leadership of the civil rights movement in Mississippi (The
Council of Federated Organizations) and the 'white power structure" of .
that state, and those people everywhere who actively participate and
thogse who have only a passive interest in the struggle for equal rights,
how little each grouping understands the other, I hope this letter

can provide sorme ninimal channel of communication. Criticisms and
suggestions should begin to flow between the poles of these three bi-
polarized sectors of the American public and from one sector to another,
I especially hope that if. you have taken no active interest in this
struggle that you will, or that at the very least you will attempt
fully to understand it and its goals and your own relationship to it.

Finally, I am also writing because I have not heard from you for

some time and would like to catch up with what you are doing.

Sincerely yours,

- Stpla, ,,_%%__

Stephen Blnghan



‘ JISSIS3IPPI LETTER

WIs this really where you want to get off?" the Greyhound
bug driver said in his New Orleans drawl as the lumbering bus
approachéd an old, weather-beaten, obviously Negro-owned store.
Few other buildings were visible though the land stretfched flat
in every direction, sowed in cotton and soybeans. This was the
Mississippi Delta; the store was the center of Mileston, where
I was to spend six weeks.

When the bus had come to a full stop, the door swung open,
letting in a rush of hot, suffocating air. I hurried off and
then stood by the side of the road while the bus headed on to-
wards Greenwood. Clouds of dust, unwatered in many weeks, en-
veloped me. :

I walked across the highway to the store where some Negroes
were observing my arrival. They knew who I was and I felt at
ease. One of the women there offered to drive me to the "Free-
dom House', which was to be my home. Across the paved highway,
over the Central Illinois Railroad tracks and off through the
fields on a dirt road, Set off the road about 100 feet, behind
a partially forested area, were the Freedom House and the tem-
porary community center, HNeither building had running water
nor any furniture, On the lawn were about 20 volunteers and
staff, many of whom I knew, holding a meeting.

So here I was, back in Mississippi, the Magnolia state.
It was "Hospitality iMonth" and there was a good cotton crop.
My first venture into Mississippi the previous fall, a ten-
day stint to help with a mock election in which a Negro was
running for Governor of the State, had not really given me
more than a cursory glance at the State, though I did spend
one night in jail for “loitering"., I felt very much the un-
certainty which anyone might feel coming from a fairly comfor-
table New England upbringing and Ivy League education such as
I had had.

The problems which a white northerner of my background
might face in Black HMississippi were not unanticipated. All
the volunteers, numbering over 600 in the first two groups, had
spent over a week at one of two consecutive "orientation ses-
sions" sponsgsored by the National Council of Churches at Western
College for Women at Oxford, Ohio.

The three major purposes of the orientation session were:
(1) to familiarize the volunteers, and some of the staff too,’
with the relevant historical, political, and socio-economic
issues which would make us not only more effective in our work
but give us a greater understanding of its meaning; (2) to ac-
quaint us with the specific jobs each of us was to do and with
the specific area where we would work; and (3) to prepare us to
cope with any of the multitude of problems which might arise,
for example, being attacked, living with Negro families, staff/
volunteer relationships, etc. ‘We were taught the "nonviolent
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position", a fetal-like position one falls into when heing
attacked, and were—-told—we must accept non-violence as a tac-
tic if we wished to go to Mississippi. We were told that we
must work effectively while at the same time being very, very
scared: the many staff workers of the Student Nonviolent Co-
ordinating Committee (SNCC) there told of their own personal
experiences at the hands of rednecks, jailers, and the like,.
We were told of the murders which had occurred in the recent
past, of which the press had taken no cognisance, of murderers
who roamed at large untouched by the law, and perhaps,in the
society which is ifississippi, untouchable.

There was a certain disturbing tone to the orientation
session, It was extremely hard for anyone, and impossible for
most, to assess rationally his individual decision to spend the
summer in Misgissippi. Every student learned that Mississippi
was a much more dangerous place to spénd the summer than he had

" ever imagined, He was told that people would not return, not
that they might not return. Yet, through it all, a scant few
decided against going. Why? The press and many other obser-
vers generally concluded that these students had an extraordi-
nary dedication to an ideal, enabling them to face danger and
even death. What that ideal was, no one was quite sure. But
they seemed to feel that, whatever it was, it had captured the
hearts and minds of this new generation of students in a way
that truly surprised both northerners and southerners who still
tended to look on contemporary college students as the sgilent
generation, : ,

T discovered, however, that no one was weighing risk against
need in personal terms. When discussing the realism of death in
Mississippi, one did not speak about his own death, but about
someone else's. Of course, no one could have ever been complete-

- 1y prepared intellectually and emotionally for lMississippi. As =
we all soon learned, Mississippi cannot be described; it must be
felt, breathed, seen, heard. DBut, nevertheless, it seemed to me
that a oneness of mood and temperament, so essential once we had
actually departed for the South, took over at Oxford too soon,
preventing rational but personal decision-making in that crucial
week. This was seen no more clearly than the time Bob MMoses,
COFO's project director, rose during the second week to tell us
what the risks really were. When he was through, no one applau-~
ded; each was absorbed finally in his own feelings, But, ag if
out of fear that they might decide against going, they all rose
as one person and sang the moving freedom song, "We Shall Over-
come", Many went to I{ississippi therefore espousing what Bob
loses espoused, hating what the staff hated, believing what
others believed because others believed it,.

Some of us were to go to Southwest Mississippi, a part of
the Deep South which strikes fear in even the veteran civil
rights workers. Southwest Mississippi is Natchez, famous to
some for its beautiful ante-bellum homes, famous to others be-
.cause. it serves as. & weaponS‘dlstrlbutlon center for the Ku Klux

'lKlan, receiving automatic .rifles, submachine guns, and hand gre-
-nades from Louisiana for use in dlSSlSSlppl. Southwest Missis-



sippi is Where the poorest of whites live almost on the same level
as the Negroes, Southwest Mississippi is the center of Klan acti-
vity:s This is where some of us were to go. We were told of a

‘ power struggle going on in the State between the KKK and the White
Citizens Council, centering around their differing ideas on the
use of violence. In its renaissance, the KKK once again believes
strongly in the effective use of violence to combat integration,
Of those indicigted for the triple murder in Philadelphia, iiss~-
issippi, and for the num-erous bombings throughout the Deep South,
many were members of the Klan, The White Citizens Council has
fought this trend, expressing concern with the "image!" of the
state, so important for economic growth. The White Citizens
Council, composed mainly of businessmen and professional people,
primarily city-based, has its center of power in the Delta as
well as the larger cities. Very little civil rights activity has
been conducted in the Klan territory of the southwest. The argu-
ment was that if the civil rights workers did not go into south-
west Iississippi, it would be interpreted as capitulation in the
face of violence. The tactic of violence would have passed the
test. Our presence in that area would show that we were not
afraid to go into the most dangerous territory. To all of us,
this made sense at the time, It still does, but I now question
the idea of a power struggle,.

The White Citizens Council comprises the '"men of stature!
in the community - businessmen, lawyers, ministers, etc. These
are people who have a natural distaste for violence and even at
times seriously worry about the effects of brutality by law en-
forcement officers against civil rights demonstrators on the
economic growth of their area; witness the economic decline in
Burmingham and St., Augustine, not to mention the generally un-
favorable climate throughout the entire state of Mississippi.
Such persons worry not so much because of any real concern for
the people being brutalized but because it detracts from the
mythical image of racial harmony which most have built up in
their own minds.

MYe never had any problems until you northerners came down
here and started to.stir up our good niggers. Whites and niggers
used to get along well together." :

"Do you think they like working in the cotton fields 14 hours
a day for $2 or $3? Do you think the maid making $6 to $10 per
week for "cooking" (i.e. cooking, cleaning, baby-sitting, and
whatever else needs to be done) really means what she says when
she agrees with her employer that she is happy?"

"0f course they!re happy. They wouldn't stay down here if
they weren't happy, would they? After all, they can always go
to Chicago."

And they do go to Chicago and elsewhere in the North, at
the rate of about 300 per day. They'!'re happy...? Sc much for
delusion, o Lo

The KKK3.on'the bther‘ﬁand; is composed mainly of those .
‘whites who, were it not for the existence of the Negro, would be
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on the bottom of the economic rung, They are poor farmers,
generally found in the hill countyy, often working an illegal
still, Most dontt have any personal risk at stake if racial
disorders flare up. Hence murder, bombing, crogss-burning are all
seen as positive steps whose only effect is thz beneficial one

of deterring the civil irights movement, There arc also complicat-
ed pnychological motivations which cdifferentiate the KKK from
the White Citizens Council. The two groups operate in different
parts of the state. The White Citizens Council, according to
reliable sources, hag pretty much abandoned the secuthweSt and
areas like Neshoba County to the meocre extremist KKK, while,
conversely, there is little seriouvs threat to the White Citizens
Council from the KKK in the Delta and in the more populous parts
of the State, e.g., Jackcon and the Gulfcoast.

The second important qQuzastion raized by the original decision
to go into southwest bississippi wasg, vhether it was morally,
ethically, politically, stiratezically, cr in any other gense,
worth rigking the number of liveg which at the time it was thought
probably would be lost by going into the specific areas contem-
plated? I neither intend to suggest playing & nunbers game, i.e.,
if it's only five logt, maybe it'¥s wortb it but if it's ten,
maybe not, nor even to suggest that there is an immediate answer
to this question, I only suggest that the responsibility was
there for the leadership to think thrgugh mere thoroughly the
relative values invclved in such a gcheme, For example, when
someone asked whether it would be worth while if everyone was
killed in a certain rural area, the anawer was yes; others would
follow. There was throughout all of this questioning a strong,
and sad to say, realistic, feeling that only by the death of white
northerners would the Nation ever wzie up to the horrors of Higs-
issippi. Most of us stiil feel that Miscieszippi would not be
the changed place today in the eyes of the country if all of the
three civil rights workers murdered in Neshoba County had been
Negro. We began-to see curselwves ag poczible sgacrifices, horrible
but perhaps necessary when a country »efuses to recognize such
basic¢c wrongs within its bordsrs. It is significant that while
the federal pgovernment and others were scaxching for the three
missing bodies, they found two bodies in the Misgiasippi River
whose torsos were gevered in h2lf. VWacn it was determined that
they were only local Negross, not any of the three civil rights
workers, all interest in then ceaged.

Fortunately, our southwest grdéup had gome extra time to think,
We were told we would not go down at the end of the first week
with the others; it was better to wait and gee how the state
reacted to the arrival of the first wave. Strange as it may seemn,
no one had any idea how the statc would react. The majority of
newspapers in Missiesippi at first depicted a Force of up to 30,000
beatniks coming into the state for the scle purpose of testing
the public accomodations sectioun of the new Civil Rights Act.
(Those of us at all familiar with the Mississippi situation could
not help but view the new Act with some bitterness; at that time
the benefit of eating in a white restaurant ceomed almost academic
.'when the average Negro was making a-liftle over $600 per year; the-

feos



Act had only heightened the tension). The relatively moderate
Hemphis Commercial Appeal had a cartoon characterization of a
COF0 worker, which consisted of a dirty beatnik with sandals,"
beret, dark glasses, dirty clothes, Rumor had it that we all
might be arrested on the border, .as the State Legislature was then
considering a bill which would make it a ¢rime to enter into the
state for the purpose of committing any crime; working in the
field of civil rights is usually considered a crime in Mississ-
ippi. In a word, neither the Council of Federated Organizations
nor the State of Mississippi had the slightest notion as to what
the other would do. Such, unfortunately, is one of the most
regrettable and unnecessary aspects to the civil rights struggle
in Mississippi. Neither side has made the strenuous effort and,
as of now, has no apparatus to do so, to communicate effectively
- with the other. Although there were plenty of leaflets floating
around the State explaining accurately the COF0 program, a real
attempt should have been made, T think, to make certain that the
State government knew precisely what to expect and where, The
Governor, on the other hand, having been recently armed with the
most sweeping peacetime powers ever placed in a governor'!s hands,
should have made it clear that these were only to be used in the
most dire emergéncies, (By the end of the summer, the vaernor
had used .very..few-of- these ex tYFASPAInahy Powers. )

A WTHEET TR

‘Dliring ‘the “week that the southiwest group delayed, we decided
to travel to Washington to try to bolster our support among
congressional and executive personnel, especially in the Justice
Department, Over 20 of us went, and spent two hectic days meeting
as many congressmen and Senators as was possible. Disillusionment
began to set in., Those unfamiliar with how congressional repre-
sentation traditionally reacts to pressure could not understand
the apparent lack of sympathy or concern. The results in the
Justice Department seemed particularly disappointing to most. The
previous week, John Doar, then assistant to Burke Marshall, the
assistant attorney general for civil rights (Mr. Doar has recently
replaced Mr., Marshall) , a man whose own personal commitment to
full justice in the South is unexceeded anywhere in the federal
government, had spoken to the volunteers in training in Chio. He
had spoken, as he had to, as spokesman for the Justice Department.
He had told us there could be no federal protection by the Justice
Department of the F.B,I. Well, what about Title 18, Section
3052 of the U.S. Code, which had been mimeographed and given to
all the volunteers., This section arms the F.B.I. with arrestive
powers. HMr, Doar could only repeat what he had said. It was
obvious that it was at that time the federal pplicy, as distinguish-
ed from authority, not to use the F.,B.I. to arrest southern rednecks,
But he could not say, We have the authority but wetlre not going
to exercise it. (That the authority did exist has recently been
indicated by a number of F.B.,I. arrests in McComb and elsewhere in
connection with bombing and church~burning incidents.) So our
visit to the Justice Department got us no further than what had
‘gone on at Oxford, or so most thought. I thought I sensed in
our talks with Doar and Marshall their own concern with current
" federal policies on arrests, protection, .investigation, and the



like. For, how could the Justice Department conscionably carry

on its voting suits and other legally-oriented work knowing that
the voter registration workers who tried to make voting a reality
in MlSSlSlep¢, work which is under statutory protection, were
literally in danger of their lives. But,-the nuances of movements
in governmental policy are not writ 1arge on the walls of the
offices of government officials and so we returned to Ohio a group
more discouraged than when we had arrived. Personally, however,

I was encouraged by the apparent undercurrents of movement in
federal policy and especially with the fact that the Justice
Department seemed not only concerned with the disappearance of
Schwerner, Chaney, and Goodman, but also with the immediate and
long-range future of the civil rights workers in Mississippi.

There seems to be a great deal of ecenfusion and lack of under-
standing of the federal government'!s role in the southern civil
rights struggle. It is imperative to assess its role, more ecspec~
ially now than ever because more and more civil rights groups are
calling for large-scale federal intervention in the South. It
is recognized by most commentators that the Civil Rights Act of
1964 received its initial impetus from the church-~bombing in
Birmingham which took the lives of four girls. Most today calculate
the time of the changed government attitude towards the function
of the F.3.I. in the South as the time immediately following Allen
Dulles! visit to Jackson in the wake of the triple murder. That
there should have seen such correlation is no coincidence. Unfor-
tunate though it may sometimes be, our government is one of
opignion-response, I recall that last spring it was said that if
the Mississippi Sumner Project does no more than awaken the entire
country to what Mississippi is, it will have accomplished an enor-
mous amount, That is exactly what was accomplished by the deaths
of Chaney, Goodman, and Schwerner. A hitherto recalcitrant press
(Claude Sitton and John Herbers of the New York Times, Karl Fleming
of Newsweek, Nick von Hoffman of the Chicago Daily News, and a
very few others excepted) had simply failed to tell the story of
the Blaclk South and what was happening to civil rights workers
there. When 99% of 'a country does not know what is going on,
they of course do not care. The:gaverranent therefore had no man-
date to exercise maximum statutory authority,.

I lingered a day Zonger in Washington and had the opportunity
to fly back out to the Ohio training session with B3ayard Rustin,
one of the most ssnsitive leaders in The Movement. Two thoughts
which he expressed to me then ftgke on a particular importance in
retrospect, One was his almost idealistic feeling that no one
should go into the South asg a civil rights worker without a total
mintellectual and moral caomriimewt." He himself recognized that
this is an dimposgibility but he nonetheless wished it were poss~-
ible, It is casy to argue that there is nothing wrong with sending
down the uninitiated and only partially committed, as most of the
summer volunteers were, because by the end of the summer their
commitment would surely be a total one. What makes this argument
" tenuous at best and gscrificial at worst, is that ‘as the summer
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got under way, no one had any 1dea how many peop¢e wenre: going' to

be killed,: How much of .a committment should be required of.one ;“:ji

et

who must: be prepared to die? The other ﬁhought which Wag;on’ Rus—-. |

£ ;

tints: mlnd 1last. June was how dramatlr a change the Summer ProgectT’“

representéd friom anything the. southern ¢ivil rights movemént “had ff““

ever known before. White volunteers From thv North were going to
participate ip. what was a-truly- MNegro novement!.. ! Hé Wensed dan-
gers not merely in that many:ef the southern Negro staff members,
whose lives had taught them to distrust ' if" ‘not hate the’lYwhite

man", would accept the volunteers reluctantly, but he was also

afraid that the whites would accept the Negro leadership without
gquestion.  Though fully confident in that leadership,-Rustin saw

the possibility of reverse discrimination., Foitunately, his fears .

proved largely unfounded. iost decisions are by cohsensus, not
fiat, in both SNCC and COFO, '

It is imperative to discuss COTFO'sy leade¢sh1p, for therd 1s'1
much ignorance of its composition, I wmust begin with the person"“
who is almost entirely responsible for my own 1nvolvement - Robh- "~ ;
ert doses. A short, slightly built, very soft-rpohen New Yorker,A
Bob is a graduate of Hamilton- College, with an MA in Philosophy
from Harvard. -After spending: a,cguple of years teaching at HMann
School in New York City, Bob went’ to McComb in 1961, the! farst of,
the "new generation" of. 01v1l tights people to go into Miss sippdi.

This is not to say, as many m*Suakenly vupposc, ha't tPerc had been.

no civil rights.work in lississippi, prior to 1961 1_-hepe hacd

especially after 1954 and. the desegregatloq uecmulon. Many coura-f'

geous lives were list in those years;  the saddest aspect o*"uh0°e
deaths belnw that in .a. real sense they were in vain. i No vorthern
newspappr, no official in Wash*“gton, no one on- bhe outshdc, yas,}

concerned with what was going on in Mlsslss,pﬁl. At ;eMSu thu’parh
i A

ents of Andy, Mickey Schwerner, -and- Jim - Chaney can alwayu anw,bhat
those lives were not lost .in .yain. Pecp*e,th ouvhout tge couptry

w it

wére finally. aroused- and as James Sl]‘“n said *1 I'iggiss 1Qpi=' The

Closed Society j change within MlSSlssznp; will nok be. self-gener-
- ated but must, Treceive. its lmpetuu from outside thﬁ State." o

sl :“}'“5".3

i .

Anywqy Bob went into McComb and began voter rew SE¥aticn work
which a hardy band.of indiyidualg, led by.Jin Forman had begun over
in Georgla. These- . were the early. dayb ¢t “the Suudcnt Norv1olent
Coordlnatlng Commlttee. Bob sterts, onc; thinkes, Ffron a p981t10n
that he is 11v1ng on. borrowed tirtte. " He 'has brushed’ W1th death on
countless occasions. He is phlloscphlé ebcut it al;, though He
is only one of many, he tellu h¢m°e71, hulle his loss wop;ﬂ the‘
probably had a more devastating effedt on-the: student doveﬂenf i
than anyone .working -there; he. feels tha t: Heiis expenda i I_ Hé hé%
not, nor will he -ever, overcome.his’ fears vhen hd-is in he uou
but he has mastered them to a rehirhhble deﬂ"ee..lOnu ﬁhlng we _
were all told in Ohio.was to always .be afrald, uherwsuu one 1814
likely to be reckless. But, nevor lcet one gelf: freeze . of “ea‘. o
Then one loses onets: effectlvén s.' We¢l, that was the Wav Bob
was. I was perhaps never so struck w;*h nx‘“~e1f~00mn sure. as
. when we were arrested- togetner’Ln the ;a;l of 963,H;




We were both taken to the. statlon for dr1v1ng our two cars.through
non-existent stop-31gns in’ Clarksdale. At that time, and also

the next morning, aftar I had spent a ni ight in jail for Ploitering
in violation of a mldnlght ‘curfew" , when I attempted to cross

the main street of town to enter a hotel, Bob was harraged with

a brutal verbal assault by the pollcemen. He almost deemed obli-
vious to the whole thing; it had obviously happened so many times.
He had, at such times, a quiet confidence in his rightness and
personal courage that seemed to have pulled him through extraordi-
nary trials.

Then, there is Aaron Henry who is a remarkable nroduct of
Mississippi. Raised in Clarksdale, in the Delta, Governor Henry
(as thsse of us who worked with him a year ago like to refer to
him) is -a stpraly charismatic person. He is currently the head
of. COFO -and the State NAACP; he is a mediator and con01l¢ator of
_the first rank; he is all thlngs to Mississippi, Negroes., He has
a genuine concern for the problems of Mississippi, not merely
racial ones but those which affect Nezroes and whites alike;:
poverty, education, etc,

The rest of the leadership consists mostly of Negroes born
and raised in the South, mostly in their early twenties, some
in their teens. I have been concerned, ag have others, that - .
there is a very definite prob‘em in resp@ct to influencing poii= -
cies.  Those who have been in ‘the movement for a good while car“y“
on a steady dialogue out of which comes almost by magic most of*
"theTgéneral policy, guldellneg.‘ There arc five regional, and ! o
various 1local. progect dlrectors ‘who make day-to day LOOISlonv“'“i‘
However, this summér proved that those who have no long~term and
;ntimate.connection with the movement are unable to codiunicate
feffectlvely with the leadershlp of the' movemnnt They may ‘talk
to -the. leadershlp but their ideas are’ seldom cone1dered serlously.
The prohlem is. partlcularly .serious ‘bacause thé SHCC workers oPten
say., not.without Justlfled self—rlghteousnegs, o +ﬁese new-comé‘g,
Where have you - been for the last two years vhlle we‘ve becn work—
ing and starv1ng and llVlng 1n Jall .

- Genenallzat;ons about the summer volunteeru are inevitably
sub;ect o+ exceptlons., Many rema:ked that we wore an immaturs
group; whzgh obv1ously was, true_in_the sense that most had no
1dea, even after the benefit. pf an’ ercntatlon, ol what we were
going.to have. to, deal with. _We had), unfortunately no fair idea
of the Y“white. southerner“x.:We were'taught that there is a white
power structure which must be crushed, eventually ‘and 1nev1tablj3
with the aid of the. Federal government Ve’ were”told about  the~’ -
rednecks, the economic bottom of the white sodiety, thds8 whs #adla
kill Chaney, Goodman, and Schwerner. -We were told of the.clcged
‘society, as James Silver in his new book, Mississippi: The Closead
.Society (a must reading incidentally, “for anyone .who would try to
"understand the state of Mississippi today) hag described i% but
we were given no understanding of those whites who have be2n the

N I Y - B S DU SR IR TR I T Tm remmmm o owTd L m o emm s d TANTTMOA o mayowm




”::that the, WhOl&”MlaSlsSl

P

I fear that we had, 11ttle understandlng of . the whlte M1851331pp—'“ i
ian. 'In defense of the: approach taken’ at the orientation sessiom,
it should be emphasized that our purpose was to spend-. the summer .
with the Negro people of. MlSSlSSLppl who hady “through- their - stateel
wide organization, the Coundil: of Federdted : rOrganizations - (COFO),
asked for ourrhelp. There was no time for us white. northerners
‘to play both sides 6f: the fence., We were Bing ‘assigned’ the. task
of talklng’tO-Negrbes about "the. importance of voting and the..need'
to try to register. ' (The seoond group ‘of. people to go to the ori-: -
entation at Ohio would be téachers in the freedom schools and per-
sons to run the communlty centers ) Perhaps 1t WOuld not have .
been possmble last summer to do: what is going to have to ‘be done, : L
namely to begln to brldge the enormous gap between the two M1531S*f~>v
sippis.. = vie oo o - Lt T
Actually, an effort was made in thls dlrectlon, a fact unknown::quf
by most. There was a -white" communlty progect" de51gned to do " R ’
three things: to Conduct research.intd-the peculiar economic pro- erery,
blems of the South -to work with the Ypoor.whites" of the South in-:/.
an attempt to help them associate their problems- with thoSe of AR
their Negro brothers (1n poverty), -and to communlcate in spme wayw'ﬂ;
wlth the "whlte power structure" or ‘at least with those ‘who. had LI
some 1nfluence ‘with the whlte power - “structure. - ‘Two prerequ:l;s:Ltes''-".,_r
were necessary for such” 8 program to- ‘sicceed at all" (1) differ- =5
ent people would have to carry out the three aspeets of' the white::.
community- progect"and (2) it was necessary to dlvorce the whlte Aoy
community ‘project from any overnt. "e¢ivil rights"- actlvity, at 1east
for the time belng, Unfortunately, neither of these prerequlsltesfrn
were fully met, ‘the second not-at all . The original Brochure out-. ...
lining the d1s51ss1pp1 Summer. Progect had a very notlceable :blurb
about the white community ‘program,’ How.could such,.a program, 507
radlcally exc1t1ng in’ its 1nception,'euer -gucceed - 1f whites. knew SR
that “the workers were sympathetlc Withew 1ndeed assoclated w1th -
the clv11 rights" wOrkers “ Much useful anformatlon came: out_ 6f the:
programf -but mostly An thevway, of research "It ; was dlffloult for rf
the wonkens to'’ malntaln “their. anonymaty anyﬁhere.‘ The' program- 1»».!.':1:-:16,JU
further: Jeopardlzed by thefact thatimany pf ‘the students WEeI'E /%,
northerners{ the- orlglnaltdeslgn having. been “ta.. lncludenonly south—qf
. ern_ whltes 1““the proaect.loiﬂeedless to sayy i, i dlfflcult EDeg.y
flnd an’ adquate number of southern whlte students) n;fl, : 4.gq,{
'IA'-'(_‘; ‘;-. : & "_: 2 1, ] f ’- B ) ’
Thougb these eff rts Were ﬁadeﬂln the dlrectlon of brldglng
“_.theé enormops ‘Zap:.hetween’the twéLSouths, there is dB'questlon‘but
""" - Sumnier’ $rogect aggravated white Miesi,”
ssippians. "Mostof ug ™ ﬁnongly belleved thatult yas 1nevltable JQ
that' this' wonld. happeﬁ’ﬁo matter what approaoh was taken; but dt ids
truly unforﬁunabe that thlsﬂhappened ‘to. the' extent fig-did. Whlle,
.as’I have m ntroned abovey some~of’ the blame,for this: necessaraly
rpéts w;mh e COFO ‘leaddrship in not - communicatlng‘thelr iritentions -
more’ spe31flcally and dlrectly, much- blame rests with the respongi-
"ble leadership-of MlSSlSSlppl.- I mry to ‘believe that.: Governor Paul
Johnson has a deep respect.for law iand” ordery if at the . same thime,
being reluotant to brlng basxo and urgently needed soclal changes

" Hepf . e agi, c.
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to Mississippi. Why, I keep asking myself, if this is true, was
‘he unwilling to ever tell the people of Mississippi, as he’ surely
could have done, what the Mississippi Summer Project involved.

He may not have known all the details of the Summer project, but
he knew enough. He did go -on statewide TV at one point to urge
the citizens of Mississippi to leave things up to the local and
state law enforcement officials. Never once, however, did he make
any attempt to wmunteract the really vicious newspaper accounts,
emanating from Jackson, Memphis, Meridian, and other smaller
towns,

There is little . doubt in my mind that the prime requisite for
the preservation and perpetuation of the 'closed society' is an
obedient news media, One has to see the news blackouts of national
news broadcasts picturing police brutality towards civil rights
demonstrators to understand the depth of control, That an obedi-~
ent press is so essential is best evidenced by the most extreme
measures taken and still being taken to force Pulitzer-prizewinning
Hazel Brannon Smith, editor of the weekly Lexington (Mississippi)
Advertigser and a Jackson weekly out of business. A native Missi-
ssippian, Mrs. Smith nonetheless believes strongly in a free press
which reports all sides of the newsfairly. As the result of her
accurate reportlng of the murder of a Negro in cold blood on a
Saturday night in the streets of Lexington, Mrs. Smith found her-~
self faced first with economic harrassment and then with the birth
of a rival White Citizens Council-supported newspaper, the Holmes
County Herald, which quickly drew away most of her advertising,

At this very moment she is very near gqgng under, and is in des-
- parate need of funds, ‘

‘As to the failings of Governor Johnson, I have groped for

- answers. The only one I have come up with is that, being a su-
perb politician, Governor Johnson felt the need to walk a very
delicate line between the vitriolic rednecks, who are a signifi-
cant portion of the population of Mississippi, and what he knew
was his responsibility as the governor of iississippi. It is
understandable that Mississippians did not and do not appreciate
the incursions of outsiders, particularly whites., Below I will
.attempt to answer some of the objections to such carpetbag inter-
.ference, What bothers me here, however, is that, recognizing

that this group of students et, al, were going to go into Missi-
ssippi and work with the Negroes, and no one was going to stop them
{surely those who have meted .out punishment of the most unspeak-
.able kind to civil rights workers only to hear them singing free-
dom songs in jail know by now that one does not drive away civil
rights workers), why did the officials of the State fail so utter-
ly in their most basic responsibilities, and thereby fail the white
citizens of their state? The tragic events of Neshoba County are
due less to the fact that civil rights workers invaded the state
than to the climate of lawlessness which state officials had
allowed to build up to make such an impossible tragedy a predict-
able reality. A system of law enforcement which is willing to
literally treat anyone who is black, either in skin color or by
association, as no more than dirt, should never be tolerated even
~ .by the most vehement segregationist, It will be many years before
© © the basic philosophy of a segregated society is replaced. Until

ﬁ; '



that day arrlves, whlte southernors must at least be w1111ng to
attempt to move in their society, within a framework as nonvielent
,and legal as that of the civil rlghts organlzatlons.z No. matter
how ‘much hatred one has towards the NAACP, or COFO0, there is no
one that can truthfully charge that they have tried to break the
laws of M1531ss1pp1. I was once arrested for belng out after 12
midnight in Clarksdale, in violation of a curfew, Curfew ordi-
nances, however, havé been declared an unconstltutlonal restrlc—
tion of the rights of adults except in time of ‘civil’ emergency.n
COF0O workers were charged with the illegal dlstrlbutlon of food .
.for eating food 4in their home in McComb. People :are arrested for
.breach of the peace when they are:. beaten up by angered whites., ‘
The list could be pages and pages,. (see appendix).. There are'.a
vlrtually no 1nfract10ns of any state.or local laws by these work-
ers, -In fact, most are considerably more cautlous, espe01ally in
" réspect to traffic laws, than they were din'their home states. -
Furthermore, the history of the nonviolence of-all'the COFO workn
ers is:well known. For most, it is a rigidly erforced tactic of
operation.- For a rare and dedicdated few,:it has achieved a place
.in their ilives far’ beyond the strategic value, it has become what
Gandhl thought of as’'a moral force of immeasurable strength The
White Citizens Council professes nonviolence, I -am not in'a pos;f
tion.to question that stand. . But, .why. is it that" such "an lnflu-..
entlal -group:is unable to have effect .on the activities of those
who would use the arm of the law as a brutal weapon rather, than as
an impartial protector. I have heard countless: well-meanlng whlyes
say,.-Why do:you come down here to break our-laws; they never aski_
themselves the bitter "question, why do we allow our law enforce-
ment officials to use the arm of the. law in an 111ega1 campaign
agalnst 01V1l rlghts workers. S S
Thls all ‘gets at ] ‘a much more bas1c questlon which, the whltes,
of Mlss1531pp1, the” "respons1b1e“ whltes, the ‘"moderate! whites,
the whites "of good will", must now ask themselves. Of the num-
bers of whites I talked to who did: earnestly recognize the grave
. errors.which: Miss1s51pp1 has . made in attempting to preserve an - ..
old order of ‘sociéty -~ The Southern Way of . Life - none, llterally B
none, felt they personally were in. any way responsible for that :
society being the way it was, Nor did any of them feel he had any
personal obllgatlon to help improve-.that society. This to ‘me is ..
the ‘most serious 1nd1ctment X can make of Miss1351ppians.. It is
true that it is only human to avoid unpleasant responsgibilities.
Nonetheless, ‘when a society finds itself on the verge of violent
destruction from within and from without, it must look .at itself . .
and ask- why7' Once that questlon has been answered, then the next. .
question is,:What do I do? It is not enough to walt until some-
one else {(like COF0) acts, for whatever reason and notlvatlon,
and then react to him. It is late, and MlSSlSSlpplanS must prove
that they. are capable, not only of adjusting to-change) biit of
effecting that change themselves in the le{Ft disruptive and yet'
most deliberate way. The efforts of hundres of Mississippian
women last summer to pave the way toward the 1ncred1bly successful
integration of a few schools in the State this fall is dramatic '
evidence of what can be done; and can only be done by native Miss-
1551pplans. The joint statement by 650 men in McComb, though only
a. strong affirmation of their belief in law and order, was a cour-
ageous stand in a town of McConb's atriosphere. These¢ are the kinds
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of 'positive, as opposed to reactive, moves which I belleve the
overwhelming maJorlty of white M1s51831pp1ans believe in; it is
now time to act in.a concerted way on that belief and no longer
to allow the dlctates of a closed society to be the de01d1ng
factor, B A T

Well, enough for the’present ‘in the way of exhortation. Per-
haps a few more personal notes w1ll serve to illustrate the Cll-
mate in’ M1531ss1pp1. : .

- The night before leav1ng for Mlss1ss1pp1, the group “of about
30 who were to have eventually ended up in southwest Mississippi-
spent almost the entire night in one of the most extraordinary.-
sessions I have ever witnessed or partlclpated in. The subject:
was generally what had been gone over again and again, namely the
job whlch we were to do and its value compared to the risks invol-
ved,  The truly astonlshlng fact was that for the first time we .
were able to bégin to view things in terms of our own.beings, N¢é
longer were we saying what other people had said, or saying how we
felt on the basis of what we thought we were expected to say.
Finally; and it had taken two weeks-in Ohio, we were exploring
our own relationship to working in an area where, at the time, -
death seemed imminent for - several, if not many, From one person
to the next, the talking went as’ each tried to SXpress:. in-his own T
sen to work in the southwest and-'how “he vieied, h;mself there:, 5”"?fff
There were & few who, obviously wanted to go. 1nto the-wprstiarea; /"=
for-its sake 'alone, There were others who wanted to work wlth the
particular staff members who were to be there. Ly mue Jhl »J-i

il ,“q, hipimaieadt TO
NIE Seems, £0, @e1§hat you. enly get” oﬁe Shdnce, in.yeun-life: HAY
which to do someghlngfreallVfwoﬁth~whlle.4 If you “don 't accept L mnad
that chahce when 1{; nges..‘ 3o ' ‘ o --..1../..-.‘ i .-:r_)"r'{u)
PO B st }rlr[\ o Y .o e .?;_‘ o lj,,_.-, hin

"It's a dlrty,,;]ob I'm gcared as'hell., And 1t'5 ¢Qubtfu1 Lpas
that, at the end _of; the. summery: you'll be able to point:tormuch ¥ %
constructive work . done. But it!'s ‘the idea of beln% able,mo sur-

vive there for the“whole summeraxsi(a staff member

N | Y :
NG seems to“ﬁe”phat ;here iga réal chance that our entlre e
group . (ondl thlrd ,of..the group wasito’ gOJinto a rural area to live)} ~¥¢

will be Wiped out.“ To me, that-just doeBSn't balanee out with - .
whatever "Rind of galn thatfrepresents.“"ﬂ; Canoeb s R
. - N J}i‘.':i" i{' P

) "I'm ready to dle, T..can. think of “féw th;ngs in this world S e
that are worth dylng fpr,,hut.thls s oné of them “ {He. had a R
wife and” a kld) . R A s ""'. . ' o .,.r.-.[a: Srppiaalh ;;:i:'f AR
e ip E o loadd S R zl--- SdE lff e OrT
Every sd often? spmepnehwould get up w1th a sorg of blank' ol ooy
“far~off look,’ ‘and wapder)across the room or perhaps out- 51de,,\Lj. rj.],

quletly:retuﬁning to his. seat a few mifiutés la%er. e dpeb e nonbiven
At g . N AP
‘ "l'"l R N PRI
i \I[

. When' weaflnally flnzshed talklng sometlme shortly befare= SO ks
--dawn, we st111 dld not know what would happen to us. We still » Toreet
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did not know what would happen to'us: We still were nét sure

what the danger was. But-din a very freal, perhaps too real sense,

. we did know how we each felt as human beings facing what then

: . seemed the real p0551b111ty of death. Somehow we were the stron-
,,ger for that feeling, ' o - o T

\ For a varlety of reasons, many of us never[dld get to the

;~Southwest Our arrival in the northern part of the State was. in-
tended to be a‘combination Mholding action” and tra*nlnv per;od
.The uncertainty credted by the ‘triple murder, made the Southwest

.-;i.8eem even more hazardous. When it flnally seemed po§SIP1q to
‘move into McComb and Natchez, many ‘had so many comm1tn§nts in the
areas in which they were working that it was dlfflcult 1.0 leave,
-Some did, however, flnd their way to these two towns by the end

. of July. -

‘After arriving’ in Mlleston, in Holmes County, at the eastern
edge of the Delta, a portion of northwestern Mississippi, so
named either because of its shape or hecause therein lies the -

-‘fertlle black belt so0il déposits of the ‘Mississippi River, where
there are cotton plantations and farms, whevre attgntion from:
calloused black hands, ‘where agricultural wealth reaches. 1t~,¢
.+height -and depth in ‘the United States, where weather—beaten houses
. dot- the" share—cropplng lands, and Mposted" signsg. on gateposts mark
the plantatlon houses -of the. Negro workers, where the congrete,
“glab: runs straight ‘through ‘the expanse of ‘cotton and soy. beans,
miraged in the 110 degree southern sun, under whlch 1aborers
work 14 hours a day for $2 00 .

2 7: *
Unllke many areas of the country whlch ‘are termgd agrlcul-
tural -the,Deep South has not yet seen the true advent of auto-
~mated agrlculture. Cotton and soy beans are. Stlll "chcpped“,or
‘weeded by - hand = by black ‘hand. Tractors are in use but most: .-

.t of the equlpment which is’ used ‘in large-scale farming operatlons

is seen only rarely in M1351581pp1._ The. reason for this is pri-
marily that nowhere else in the United States is there. anj labor
supply as large and as cheaply available as in the Deep South,

and particularly Mississippi. The Negro. comprises this labor

force. Accounting for over 40 percent of the total population
of  the State; the Negroes of Mississippi sub81st on-a level equal
to one-fifth the poverty minimum set. by- the Federal government,
or .just-over $600- petr annum. Thls compares with a figure just:
over $2,000 for' whites, or only two—thlrds of the poverty mlnlmun.
(Flgures for 1960 lU S Bureau of the Qensus) : -

I spent my ‘sumiiér 1iving 40 an, ahandoned houc-e, orlglnally
bullt on New Deal funds, with several ollior POP0O worlrore. Soat-
tered around the neighborhood - if it could be called that - weae
about 20 others. We were three separate groups, one conducting
freedom schools, one a community center, and about ten of us,
voter registration work,

Adjusting to our new habitat was not as difficult as it was
‘exciting. For all our fears about treatment from the whltes, we’’
had never had much tlme in Oxford to learn of the gra01ousne°s of
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the Negroes w1th whOm we were to Tlve. Though I pereonally;mlsw
‘ sed ‘the’ opportunlty o’ iive with Ha famliy"ahd*recret its very:
much, I got to know most of them well and was amgzed daily-by -
thelr calmness, courage, and compassion, It should be remembered
however, that these Negroes weré actlve‘lnfthe Movement . They
were, W1111ng to’ %ccept us 1mmedlately and, iconsidering what-a,man
with white skin had meaiit to many of: bhem, this+*was remarkable-in
itself. They went out -of thelr way- < to. a-point: which. was.em-
barrass1ng for us ~to. make us comfortable.; ‘And yet, we-. were con—
stantLy reminded that e ‘were in: Mlss1551pp t.cuevery home;was, well
stocked hlth flrearms, every time ‘we drove up to:a house at night,
we sounted ‘our-horns to let the household ikriow weuwere friends.n:.
I learned late that the thing which angered whites more than;ianyr
thing else was not the work we were doing, but the fact that we
‘were llVlng w1th Negroes. - Though guick to admit that no whltes
would’ have*let us live with- them if Wn‘had asked, the -whites I.:
talked to” were 1rrat10qellj bitter: that" ‘we would: aotually llve
with” Negroes, ‘none coﬁld believe that :wé winted ite, . This. is the—
kind of unreasoning, though’ understandable, attitude which I. hope
can be counter—acted sonehow "It is asad: commentafy on-the v+; .,
j"closedness" ‘of the society’that an- outsider is immediately. de-}
“ splsed because “he cHooses mefely to live -in-a:Negro hofie. . Miss-,
1551pp1 woul& ‘come€ a long- way in - achlevn“g a: degree:-ofi self—lm-g
provement 1f ‘Séngible whHites 'weie w1111ng ‘to ;aceept #Hhisgikind: of
hehav1or From civil’ rlghts Horkar ‘oﬂ-anyone else foﬁ that mather.
. Each morning I would wake up near dawn and wash in: the cold
water of the pump out back (907“0F Negro homes 1n M1s51ss1pp1

!fr,

A

heat some water 6n the 11tt1e kerog tove,;oup sole‘souree of
heat Breakfast ‘wasasudlly oancakes. ‘Sométime ‘aroutid‘eight...a.m,
we (1 e. the voﬁer reglctretlon wo*Pers), -woild head.:off:.in: ‘Hwo.
or ‘three cars for carefully selected areas of- the couqty to carry

the word'"**_- _ : - coth ot R e e vy
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Heilo, I'm Steve qugnam, I*m workingluiﬁh the Counell oﬁ”
.Federated Orgahlzat10n5'7 At . ’-L*u?u :
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Yassuh Mr ﬁ1nghém. It MALLY M*lly Wi‘lwemsl (The .guto-
matlc respoﬁse reQulred ‘0f “the Nepro:dmiordew; tos maintadin - all
“’the flnlsh of a car fuily structured ﬂovlety;a&ways,hlt me- hard&.
. _- ..l - A DL H .V.’v"_ 1! "-»a‘ {34" 'r"f-'l
Have you ever voated before? '
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. Oh;jno Suh (1neV1teb‘y,.‘
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Well, I donf't know. Itve bcen 1eme énd dents. get out of; bhe
house much,, Be51deu, ny. hucbaad decides these things., Youtd-
better come; back wnen he'ts ‘hére’s fﬁﬂy‘Hinm-to get--me-out: of the
lfhouse, the 1mmedlate fear #h1cn wws ﬂpparentfthe minute -k mens; .
tloned votlng was the havdest obstac‘e to‘dVeﬁcom ftpant&cularly

e

T



if, ds in Tchula,- LeX1ng ony, and some other towns, the sherlff
hls deputies, or just: car-loads .of. whltes, would constantly drlve
by the Negro homes .where. we -Hwere conver51ng
And 50 1t would go, each mornlng unt11 late afternoon we

would find. ourselveg_ trudging from”house to house in the broad
expanse of the ‘ifissiesippi; counfryside,. flghtlng off the heat
the ‘dust ;i the disecouragemeant,. the. fear, golng from one dingy °
shack to- the.next dn-the "nigger!. seqtloq oﬁ éowns} carefully
marked by the abrupt ending of the. pavement,uof hone%lnes, elec~
tric lights, ‘séwers, -etc., etc. It was an entlrely dlfFQrent ;
‘vlorld o S f‘ i} e -i1 :-\'!7"‘- i, oy +: £ o ’
pvr.t i S Yooppe . . It . .. I

--fFrom the very beglnnlng, we held massmeetints" the’ one*way
to get people to overcome their fears in the Closed Society. il
These- meetlngs, of anywhere. from five to fﬁ%y people were held in
the vatrious: local churches,.more and more frequently as the sum-
mer progressed.: (It-is these churches which elsewhere in the -~ -~
state“have béen burned) Each meetlng usually began with a few .:
freedom songs. .The. freedom songs are really the glue of the:love-:
menti-They. bind. people together as nothlng else could ih the : -
statevof Mississippii... A gouple. of staff or volunteers usually - ‘i
then told about-the-.yoter, reglstratlon work in other parts of the
county and explained. its 1mpertance., Then names were sblicited = ‘
for visits to-theéiewourthouse-te,fill. out the voter reglstr§bion gk
forit The:reason these. meetings, are, soj essent;a;‘ls thag thets i
inf4%4 dual- in- Ther Movement: .stands, put @nd s ﬁilnerable{.4 Vuiner-’?
able to what?:#¥ulmerable.to. flre-pqmblng, belng Fipred’ from ‘higHe
job, othef‘harrassment. -The arguement,.is thet 1f’enough peoplet
get involvedy asxhappened recently .in Selma, Alabama),whe 125” <
out of” 130«teachers marched .on, the. cpurthouse, 1ittie is llkély“to
happen tot any- ohe'lndiwldualnnrlp,ls 1roq%c,1thou ih, eséenﬁial‘3%0£'
notée’ that“exabtly'the,same reasoning. appl;es to'phe Mhlte coﬁhqub
nity. Where 650 businessmen.in, jlecComp, cqn,gssue 3, stéte’ﬁHt”cnnJJ
demning lawlessness, one businessman never could, st e

LFz

Occasionally, we would have brlef verbal eficdUntéry with
angry whites. We lived in a: @erpetqaﬁ stape,fno? of fear so much
as rational apprehen31on. We realized that as fong 4d #é”ﬁemalned
there was no point in allowing our fear to control ur movements,
yet, we knew also that there were many thlngs wé sh ply'&dtTd not
do, like drive at night, or travel alone, Once, the verbal assault
became physical for me. Canvassing in Durant, a mediuni=sized
railroad townjyoEmwasyageosted, by two, ytlte ~men in a late model
Ford. After a lengthy discussion abou hat I'wdg” doing" and
why, whichifailed:to sopyinece them, or me that there was any vali-
dity in. thexother?siposltlan, one of ‘the men, a hebvy-set‘man of
about 30 got out of the car and began to hit me " With h‘r'fists i
I 1mmed%ately fell dipto-the nonviolent p051t10n, which is similar
to a’ fetal. position. to: protect, myself. He hit’ mé for'! pe%hapsA
. a minute: wittoutidoing any? damage.aqd then they' %ped ofP“ T+ fan=:
aged. t6 get - 'his:license plaﬁe ‘and; yas§, even able to have Him’ arre%—
. ted. The trial was even moréd’ frlghtenlng than belng ‘beaten up.”

All the people in Durant who’ had harrassed us in any way were atlﬁ
“that trial. I entered the'"courtroom" which. was 31mp1y the gener-

2 ‘~1.
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al offlces of. the small 01ty bulldlng Wlth R fellowfworker, a
Negro, This town, beliéved not in segregated ‘seatdng ip; the
_iAcourtroom"but an,all-white courtroom. ‘THY myyor senved as judge
. and aksérastown prosecuﬁor, the regular prosecutor being out of
town. ““The itrial was 1nformal.”nHav1ng ‘tidad the: affidavit I had
filled “out to obtain” hlS ‘afrestyathe Mayof‘then-proceeded to
questiofi-me. . At the’ end of -my-. testlmonyﬂ afid without. giving my
assailantia any opportunlty to offer any defense, the: mayor suddenly
declared: him: guilty’ and fined him- $60 The man ‘said he_would
appeal at which p01nt I fdirly ran to my warting can,and left
town at about 100 miles an hour, fearing that part: of .the crowd
-in the courtroom would folliow. I never did find out/ the outcome -
of hlS “Hppeal. -The whole trial seemed contrived to me, however,
and T serlously doubt that iy assailant ever had 'to pay his fine,
nor even:go to the troubIe of attenﬁlng an ‘appedl ‘trial, I am
not sure’ of this however, and I should addjthat At lS£h1ghly sig-
nificant that the mayor thought” it important at leastito go through
the legal motlons. . This never would have happened a year earller.
I should mentlon something about Lex1ngton the-county seat,
because it became our base for activity. It is a-town of under
3,000, situated on the very eastern edge of the Delta, just at’
the point where the low flat rich lands begin to roll into the
red-clay hill country, the "scudgy~vine" crawling up the hills
by the side of the road, the bleak plantation houses.giving way
‘to often~times bleaker shacks perched pn eroded hillsides. TLex-
1ngton itself is..a. very typical Faulknerian Mississippi town,
with ' four main roads leading to the center of town, which is at
the” ihtersection., An old, proud- looking red courthouse, two
_ stories with a curious cupola on top, represents the seat of gov-
ernment in the. county. The county reglstrar of ~voters is located
there, as is the sheriff, the hall of records, and the usual
assortment of . other county ‘offices. Daily, after the first
couple of weéeks, one of our cars could almost always be found-
parked outside,. with one or two workers sitting under the Free—’
dom Tree (S0 labeled, believe it or not, by the whltes), patient-
1y waiting while the registrar.went through his ritual with one
.j of the Negroes who "had "gone down to register®,

What are you in here fer’

i I Just came down to reglster, Sauh

,‘L?L;:: Reglster for what7"

,QQQ??' TO Vote.

£

You can‘t vote.‘ Electlons are not 'til November.

(Flnally the reglstrar would get through these prelimin-
arles Whlch were deslgned to scare off the weak 1n splrlt)
R Y ST
Iffthe reglstrant ‘knew .how to read, he was given the form
to fill out, It differs’ from-reglsbratlon forms ;in most states
in that one is required-to-copy and write an interpretation of -
one of the 240 odd sections of the Mississippi- State Constltutlon
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, This proyision was added to,the.voting laws .in. the, 1890, Cppﬁt;-
Lutlon, paeeed follow1ng the days of: Reconstructlon whenngbe It
“whites of the State were anxlous to, totally dlseqfranchlse M@ss—
1531pp1's‘Negro voters. It is 1nterest1ng .that this..75-~ yeandold
Constitution, was never submitted for. ratlflcatlon by the voters,
of the Btate because, prlor to. 1ts adophlon Negropes. could,yQQe

and it vas, felt ‘that, the Const;tutlon,would never. be. Patlfled"

mig i L7

The way thls sectlon of the reglstratlon form deprlves ;,g

sole iﬁterpreter of whether the reglsbrent'e.1nterpretat19n 1e

a correct. one, The Y.:8. Justice: Depantment, has eompiled;an egtra-
_ordinary, record of fqlllnc Negro. test forms, mhich. are ;nf;nlteiy
better. than passing white forms, . Many Negro. college graduates,r
have, been, declared ;lllterate-bygthe standards, set. by registrars,

some of whom never graduated, from high; sqhoel.5,The suits bedng.
brought by the. Justice Department against gounty registrars;usual-
ly enjoin them from pPOVIdlng different test standards to Negroes
than: to: whites.. This:is the beginning;.of. a radical,political
.,¢hange. in. the.South, for untllfeow,the,voterfreglsbratlon work.3
has been dlscouraglng° ‘hard as 4dt.usually is to get . a;Negro:i9,
overcome-higs fears and attempt to register, it.is even-harder..
.once -that . Negro takes the test, for him to pass.. .The .result. is
that still, :only around.six percent of, the ellglble Negro voters
of Mlss1s51pp1 are reglstered to vete. CLer RIS TSI R

The number Df reglstered Negro voters does not prov1de an‘-
adequate test. of the success of the voter. reg;stratlon work,how-
ever;.: For,. once -a Negro- has: gone "down to the courthouse“,heften-
times. being. photographed,. and. having, his- name. printed.in_the: news~-
paper, always:being: identified as,an: Muppity nigger?, he is,comr
mitted from. then.on;to.the work of . the,civil. rights: movenent....,|;
Although in faej;;,g.jbh,ere.seems.tofbe-as=m_uch..spor=adijc;-,angi;unpr.e.-;2
dictable violence against Negroes in general as there is against
Negroes.active.in. civdl pights,; most Negroes feel:neyertheless
that-once,they. have.taken that big step - namely ftrying;tojregir-
ster :1they ghould.. become a. participating.member. of;the Moyement.

1) A R e AN o M LTI B NS T SR l‘-;' MIZ Y ST N,

i.- Itrls esseptlalfto takemcognasance of why. white M;é&lﬁﬁlpp;
reacts..go- strongly to the,aspeg¢t of thousands.of.voting Negroes.
Negroesiepmprlse 42;pereent of rthe population.of |fhe State;!and
injthe;Delta,. by counties, spmetlmes,eutnumber whites three or:,
four ‘tp..ene.  .By.and.large,; they;are;completely: uneducated,,the,
few well educated ramong . then- often,finding.their way to.Chicago:
or otherrnarthern Qgt;es“ The;resultulsla relatively ignorant i
populafiong-at least so.the whites think. :Thessword of D?@EE%E?
which, this:represents-to the.whites,..the -threat-to; everything -
theyknow.and want to.. preserve;t1s.understandablybterrnfylngk'm

FETAFR S FETSNNES T R XL U o 3 £ ST Pve engesr opneld e s o lagf
. «z. . What:whites:. ;n MlSSlSElpplvas well ;a8 elsewhere,nlncludiﬂg‘

the north;.dp.not.realige is theimgstiextraordinary.fact, thati:the
Negro bearsano. deep«seatedumallge.towardsythe\ﬂhlteAman. :~He may
in; many easgs. ‘hate "whltefman",aggre551on,‘but thelNegro in: Misg-
T 1sslpp1 is still generally- w1111ng ‘$0.-join: theuwhites in attack~ :

P IR RS Y L P o AT DS ST S Py CESUUURURY B P N I SRR H ¥



ing the enormous economlc problems which confront. Just recently
for example,'ﬁ}county féru bodrd in -Holmes .County. glected A Negro
chairman who has.ro 1nteﬁt10n of: a1d1ng*only;thesﬁegnoes; but. o
81mply of. glving‘falr tredtment " fo-alkiv.. There will: bqﬁsome denr"
gree.of 111’ will for generatiofis, :But, Negroes will. not go to
the polls in droves simply to vote for the man with the black
. skin., The remarkable progress recently observed in Tuskegee,
Alabama, the only deep-southern town with more Negro voters than
whites, should be told all over iMississippi. There are two Negro
deputy sheriffs, as well as some Negroes on the school hoard.
But the Mayor, the Sheriff and most of the other town officials
are whites. They are elected by Negroes because they treat
Negroes as equals before the law and provide Negroes with equiva-
lent public services such as paved _roads,,. sawe?s, ete, ! 'How long
sthis  spirit will: “tagt’ is anyoneb guqqs.nghere is already black
nationalist’ sentfmeﬁt sprlnglng up, in parts of. ‘Georgia i but for-
tunately thus far ‘stich’ feellngs ‘have been restrlcted to ﬁhe North,

The Negro high school students in Lexlngton very quzckly
formed the Lexington Action Group, effective in .voter registration
work because of the local knowledge and contacts of its members,
active out of a sense of latent discontent as well as desire to
become a part of "The Movement", desirable. from our. point. of view
.because the sooner local people can be motivated to take charge,
the sooner can the “outsiders®, the COFQ:workers; - leave. This
group :was quiteactive throughout the fall, assisted:of :course
by the staff and-volunteers’ of COF0, ., Other similar groups were

7 i formed in Mileston, Tchula; and I £hifk, . Durant, -These-young
e " people ‘were extremely mature in thelr outlook towards the:-plight

:rJJ d? the Negro. in- M1531531pp1, and reallstlc in.their -appraisal
:27175%% to what-could be’done, They have been willing to take . consi-
sy “derable. rlsks, ‘even t0’ the p01nt of temporary.suspension  from

. - 8chool: ﬁhls fall for~wear1ng 01v11 rlghts buttons.i SVIR Y

e T T ¢ L A= ~ 2 it
repss o Iymany: ways‘I feel'the unmltlgated success of the ‘summer
xwas ther-Freedom sbhools, many of whlch are, coptinuing throughout

T ;¢he yeaf‘aSraﬂsupplement ‘to a very meagre edggatlpn.r(lt-qs only

\\\\\

to -be expetted inithe’ ClDSed §601ety of. H;551s§;pp1 Ahat Negro
schools do not permlt Frae dlscu351on, nor provide any sort of
creative experience in the arts or 1etter§. JThe.result is a
stifling:atmosphere™ wWhich Has 5o, far falletho really:solve in
nei ARYaWayi the’eduéatlon cr131slwhlch is, ,all. ovegr. Mississippiv In
it 19545ndtiwas decidéd $e build §everaldstrategxeally placediNegro

—gue . -8chodls:to make &’ stronger two-schoollsystqmathan ;then existed.

~me; The fea¥ wag'that)’ ﬁoilowlnngrown,v. Boardnof iEducationich
.3Lopeka, thdx government would attempt %mmedlgte ‘integratiion of
aquM1551531pp1 ischodls since in’ ‘maiy area$ there was-virtually no
~gispublic -edddationiof Negroes At all ,Maqy of these neweriischools
~olook-better tHan some of " Ehe whlte schools from,the out sidel,
i en.Several convergations” ‘with'students and teachers ini these: schools
e .however, ‘revealed an appalling lack of equipment and space for
i+ the numbers of students attending. The students atitending the
&% Freedom -Schoolg” Jdast summer falrly burst w1¢h enthu81asmuat:the
: _“ﬂ,plannad programs of dlscu3810hs, rqugatlon, ertlng,,artJ las well
aieas. duller remedmai woﬁk 1n the 53310 subaeqts‘ To me,-the)schools:
T T TLU T SRR § R St LE R o err o ‘
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were also successful for an entirely different reason. The vol-

unteers who manned these schools were not the courageous, totally

involved students of-the picket lines and hard-core civil rights
" work, They were basically "Peace Corps types", from variouscol-

'jjleges feeling,. the£r4fanst'comm1tmen¢-&n"the/cav1l rights field,

1

] o FEN ;4,:- s (2 NP - e fi‘-:r'?.' -

I.feel,thas ta be- assuccess: because,visolated as”M1551351pp1 is,
it dsgoing to.reguiverthe consﬁantsand.eonscgoqsuawareness of
the .entire United. States -torhelp = not forcge, - I hopesd,m: Mississ-
ippi to.come the:long way :she:must«come,-5.The expariences,which
thesewFreede :Sphool::teachers. from. l;berally;everxxpantIp£~thls
country took-home.with-them are @as: vinvaluahblse; gg-they, are. exci-
tlng.“ Many of. . the freedom:schools haverbeeome¢a conﬁmnulng,
year round Qpepatlon;‘.“iéd‘-u'J.:m:_ :

NET T A furbher success of the ‘Freedom: Schools was tha attempt, in
4all*cases successful to instill :in the:Negro a prideifor his
r.hlstory .and..rdce, .- To some-this’ mlght suggest of: rac1sm.mglndeed,
SR = i MlSSlSSlppl rtakes.no-dramaticiturn-for the :better gpon,;it is
‘monCBlwable,that these Freedom. school *¢ourses wil]l. hame been -the
seed;for;black tniationalist sentimentit Howéxer,: the riecessity
thabgthe;Negro ‘AAn-viississippi Jook-at himself: and. be pgoud, of who
he:is :isimore pssential..probably:than any#single pttitudinal
1changevneeessary for-‘the, nenaissance; of {Midsdisgippi. . The Miss~
- igsippi :Negroihas:sbeen:taught:'so.-thoroughly :tioiithink -of: himself

7vqas ‘inflerdor: that,::as James Silvervin Mississippis:: The; Closed

; .4

X
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i

"v:‘,

-$3
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4890:%@2 Jputs: ity zhe i 1n£er10ng‘nultunallyvspeaklng“h4Qharles
8ilbarmeniiin Cr151S in: Black and:.White sispeaks iofiithe - Negvo’s
tatal lackAofﬂself-respect s3It isc thlshsedf-respeqtlng(sense of
equalxty ‘whi.ch- mustuheunurtured inisther Negro “if, ,he.:is to e men-

atallyzandjemotionally‘flt .to: becomeyrnot- a membenaof -the ‘white

isoeiety,for he does not:want.that, sbut:a member .of -Amerigan soci-

ety; «bhat 5001ety belngfa dynamaa@comp031te ofyhundrads;: -of, smaller’

"=80C1et'3.es AN RUNY ota s VR DU PR PRI % S-S S ML B :‘::.u.-‘ o f"‘ h‘““ TG '4;,.,
.:‘_:}::‘; SHEAE R "!l PRI SN T ERE Y T ‘. YAy e *..;-'-'ﬁl T SR 5 Y R ¢ R SN !’"i\)t)"'l“"ﬁ
+ ‘The: commmnity. centen in. leestonqaorlglnated aﬂ ‘& removated
old -house; with -several ‘hundred. donated hooks" and-spme\planned
1recreat10nalvand agricultural: programs~putlonrforrtheucommunlty.
- Around the: middle cof .the.summer, two.iCalifornia: Qanpenters:came
- to Mileston: gith :tools and’ $104,.000 which -they -had: raised.and’.

-begar.-a: veryffmnsncommunlty&cenﬁﬁr building: next‘ﬂOrthegqhurch

iun'Recenbly Finighed;+ithis building: W&ileprovadﬁuﬂ~focus :for..an in-.
i B
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i
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finjte wariety. of;actlwlttes;afromlfull&iﬂngth movies ;to. athle-
-gtlcs to: dance*lessons, for. allrofLlemesJCounty4=n$heAqu;car-
,pentersxwere helped. throughout..the.. summer;;by;-many; pf;ﬁhﬁaﬁocal
aaNegno-cltlzens,:whaehiln 1tse1faprovldedsa‘heaﬂthy ‘spinitipf

community activity and respon31b111ty : Ldioud

fw AhféW(rem&PkS ‘shoulid: be made:: about‘one-of{the\mqst mlsunder—
sboodaaspectSsbﬂrthe :CORO: civil righteimovement -inMissiseippi -
the Mississippi -Freedom Democraﬂ1&~?&nty“enDrlgLnﬁtlng;ﬂn& of a
- mock ‘gubernatorial: campaign in: the.fallof, %96:3, when Aaron Henry
:owon,; §0,:000: Mvotes™. ofvdisenfiranchised :Negrouvpters,: the MEDP is
..Jairival;.Democratic. - Barty.which claimsallegiance -to. the~nat10nal
Demncratlc Party.; One: Bf‘the JObS wexhad;as,vqterM_
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workers this past summer was registering voters on the Freedom
registration forms. These had many similar questions to the le-
gal Democratlc forms (when you reglster in Mls&1s31pp1, you are
automatlcally made a Democrat unless “you 1ndlcate otherw1se),

but excluded questlons pertalnlng t6 the Constltutlon. Near the
end of the summer, preclnct county and congress1onal district
meetings and finally a dramatic state meeting were held to elect
delegates to the National Democratic Convention in Atlantlc City.
The "legal requlrements were followed as closely as. possible. To
make as strong a case as poss1ble in their attempt to be seated,
instead of the rival regular Democratic Party delegates, several
legally registered Negroes attempted to attend some of the local
delegate elections held throughout the state. They were almost
all ‘prevented from attending these meetings, thus. prov1d1ng con-
clusive proof that the Mississippi Democratic Party is, indeed,

.a lily-white party. The delegates went to Atlantic City and de—

mandéd’' to be seated, "Compromise" was worked’ out, whereby two
members of'the’ MFDF} Aardn’ Henry and Ed'King, & whlte person
who is Chaplaln’ nd Dean of” Tougaloo College, were' made delegates
“at large. Th;E moVe sucCeeded in enfaglng both the ragulars“:
"“and’ the ‘Fridedom’ Party’'” TheFe has been muoh crltlcls from many
quarters Hecagse the’ MFDP Was. not w1111ng‘to accept ?hls compr -

mise,"Slitely the only’ ahswer it seems to e’ 1%’ thaAt the MFDP

was"a ‘hgral challenge, or & challenge OF " cohsclence, in the’ b331—

cally amoral‘arena of pollthS. Polltlcs is of course the art
of the"” p0331ble. ‘No' one’ ever gets everythlng. But a mora? cru-
saﬁe—lbses 1ts- -%éng%h to the extent that it accepts COmpromlse.
Another reasoh,why the'” 00mpromlse Was rejected is that part“

. it"provided thét the Demo¢rhitic Natx%ﬁal Commrittes  te 1 ‘the' wh;te

'Democrats to 1ﬂclude reglstered Negroes 1n their pre01ngt meet-

_Negroes of voting age afe reglstered to” vote. I personally do.

b

1ngs,{not al very relevant demand in’ a state whose only % of . the

ot” ag%ée Hwith thé'declslon to"¥efuse the compromlse. E;tt_segzyed
b e sueh aR "€k traordina ™y victory in' so many, miny ways, that
whatever might have been lost by accepting compromise as a 'solu-
tion would have been galned by the - 1mmeasurable 1ncrease din the
'statyds’ ﬁatlohally’?nqt only of | Fhe “rad1ca1" d1¥ect actlon ori~
ented’ tuthe?n c1vli rlghts mOVement ‘but of ‘£hi natlona civil
cpibhEs” movement. For, after ali tens of mllllo“‘ of Amerlcans
viewed" the spectacle whlch WaB, the Democratlc Conventlon on TV,
when the compromlse was aﬂﬁounced and were very much 1nfluenceg
by iti’ "

The 'MFDP is maklng great str;des and will perhaps in the -
future pose a real threat to thé stable polltloal structure of
M1s51s51pp1.' The polltlcal futur 5 however, ig uncertain. It‘
is pOssiBlé- tHiE,  ad a résult ‘of thé-Goldwater vigtory in the
South, the Repuhl1can Party 'will 'béclfie the radial cénter polfJ
tically in M1531sslpp1, with the moderates and others combining
eventually with ‘the Negroes to form.a new Democratlc Party, I.
think this is unllkely, ‘however desirable ;t is. More plausible,
it seems to me, is. that as Negroes become ‘a real political fopce,
-as they are registered in greater and greater numbers, they will
become a real force within the Democratlc Party and eventually
help 1t to move 1nto the malnstream of polltlcal thlnklng., Asifor

Yol T N
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the Republican Party, I dare not guess,

I should comment on the "other half!" of my summer. As a
result of failing a course at Yale during the Spring of my last
year, I had to do some additional work over the course of the
summer. I therefore left the wilds of Holies County around the.
first of August and went to. Ole Miss in; Oxford, centered in the
hill. ¢ountry: of*nbrtheastern M1§51551pp1 where:I:1spent the month
.worklng under! Dr}: James Sllver, ‘whose. book . I-have mentioned.

While there, I did reading primarily in the period of Reconstruc-
tion, becoming more and more aware of .gome of the- -parallels which
the two. perlods provxde. Vlolence, ,then asindéw,-was -seen as the
most effective wedpon ' to be. used agalnst -the Negro.. ‘Federal
intervention was séen, then as now, as the ultimate weapon to be
used against the whites, DMoral indignation greeted those who
would be scalawags in the South, then as it does now. Moral
self-righteousness was ev1denced in the oratory of northern state-
smen who would transform the South, more so then but even to a
degree now. There was perhaps in those days more the evilly
pragmatic sense of the political usefulness of the Negro Vvote,

but today more and more reference is being- made to  ‘that 95 percent
block which voted. for LBJ. I-have not really formulated any - _
useful hypothéses about.the future of .the South as contrasted to
the post-Réconstruction South, but I am anxious. to know if north-
erners and’ southerners feel there are parallels to be drawn,'
hlstorlcally. ' . -

My month at Ole Miss, was very ‘academic and calm other than'
the time I ‘integrated the cafeteria with Aaron Henry and several
others who-were attending a federal “hearing in:-Oxford -on desegre~
gation plans for' Clarksdale. I was not, identifiediwith edivil'” '
rights..during my- stay there, as I. really had to.gét a: great deaT.
of work-donen (It was 1nterest1ng, however, to..observe the’ cam-
..pus-and ‘the: students. there. It all seemed.sp removed Prom:the"
guerilla warfare godoidg oh all arqund ;L.used to wonder how much
these students thoughﬂ abeuﬁ thelr stabe and the change« which
.were so:badly" needéd reL T R IOUE b
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Durungwmy month int Whlte MlSSlSSlppl, I ‘was hmt ‘very hard
by all of thé: dlfferences from Black M3331581pp1. One gets so
used to.living and v151t1ng 1n dlrty tar—paperrshacks, built on
dirt rpads,:far from the center of townh then to suddenly find
oneself livingi'inian aip- conalﬁaoned apartment,nplaylng tennis
occasionally, eating” good’féﬁd all the time, .and:watching the
Negroes.'walk down the street, knowlng that ngmuch d8 a smlle’
might.leadcto almosb“bﬂ?ﬁﬁing 1f .seen by the wrong pergon, - L7 7
used to want to- sbop”and taik to’ the .Negroes.in Oxford:and tell '
themjyhatal~masﬂa ‘civil- rlghts worker, but the'closed society
works iks -powdrsover *A¥1, and besidés, I would rationalize, I
did, . have to:get my :work done. "I could not affeord to spend.a week
in Jall : e e .

“ie
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One, nf: the most’ extraordlnary experlences I had durlna the’
entire,sunmer.came’ just’ before my - departure. I.went to visit a
. man whom I had: met a couple of weeks earller who owned a cotton
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. will. seize: all thak powsE for themselves. But both white and
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plantatlon 1n Tallahatchle County. Deep in- the heart ofathefDelta,
this area is known to be so “tough! that very 11tt;e 01v;1 -righis
act1v1ty had even been attempted untll recently.xg_i@ =;“ D

nE
‘ ¥ s'i'..

I spent about three -or four hours talklng with this man who had 7
over ‘100 Negroes living bn his place in typlcal abJect4poverty.
“Trylng to stay away from much discussion of the civil rightis =&
’mGVement itself, we attempted rather to- focus attenthn Qn_the”‘
many agrlcultural and -economic problems besetting dlsslssnppl e i
problems whose failure of sdlution:has meant - hiard tlmes not only’
for the Negro but for the whlte as well Tﬂ e R RIRER AL

v ‘“,__.b o SV

In talklng w1th hlm,‘I began w1th a ba51c idea- that ene‘ef the

‘most urgently needed changes in M1351351pp1 ‘must come fromi:the:-
farmer, who Yemploys" scores of Negroeés d¢”this man did,,. Thlslchahge
is in the wage scale’’ Cu%rently thousands of Delta Negroesg:work!':
v1rtua11y all the" dayllght hours in the cotton flelde in. the+ FALLY
and almpst as. 1ong in” the sprlng and summer, Earnlng approxrmatély
$2 to $3 per.. day, the:! average Negro must‘support a large Family-“ "
with ‘that. amount. : True, "his children and: wife “work part:of. the"
time," particularly at- pidking time in’ the fall which, of course,
interferés with the childrent!'s school, Most plantatlon owrerns
assert, however, that it costs them considerably more.to keepia -
Negro. "on the place! than hlS wage, would indicate. One plantatren
faﬂmer estlmated w1th adcolnt. belng taken for medlcal expenses, B
unpaid 1oans, glfts,'etc;, ‘that he spent, $18-per day per-Negro sixEi™
My suggestlon wast:that rathergthan pay. a‘mefe $3 per dayjthe farﬁer
should; 1ncrease that wage' four or- five.times (keeplng it for khe ™ -
- time bélng unden:the est tnited total Bost; S0 as to make-the ar?ﬁﬁ“?
plan mdre econommcally fe551ble, and stnp pﬁov1d1ng what An: essence’
are thé' bread .and- butter 1nd1cators;ef a:peternallstlc socleby S
For,” it cannot be: denied'that as long as the Negro must go* °
"shuffling and scratching his head" up to Yiir. Charlle“ andLask .
for $15 to get some grocerles‘beceuse,there just 1e net emough <
for the new baby, ‘the'Negrg is, not, going-tio évér have faith in- ozt
his own ablllty to be‘independent econonmicakly and thethltBB“1 ’“3
are going. to continué t£o° hold}the stereotype they now; held OFf TioEnito
the helpless (and: hapless) Negp ,Thisridea; bne’ ff many : whichi ="
I discussed withimy- plantatlon fplend intriguéd h%m thoughzhe
did not thlnk it would- work 1glv;1 rights’ advocatesfhave; frac
sharply crlthIZed this sort o approach: beeause "geu never cqn
trust the white man " They argue that. the- Negro should,seize

.....

opportunltles and:: not walt for thewwhete man to glve hlm)aHChahDe-‘.?“

Yo 1

~ “r'.-’r o o e
My p051t10n'1s that untll the :Negro 1s”a fulier man in thetl A
nonpolitical sense;” it'1% of considerably less value to have
him reglstered.i True, -Negro suffrage would mean extraordlnary"“ A
changes; particularly as regards local, elébted;off101e;sufeﬁut, '“”‘vi;
the economic: power: cwilk gcontinue ‘to ‘rest with’ the “whites i Neg-" " cenlt
roes -should ot awant nor should wh;tes~fear, CHUT the. Negroes , ..
black should now, before the political scenery changes as it

‘“will, realize how much is at stake unless a successful sharing
aof +the seceanoamie nower ran bhe effeeted
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I had the opportunity during the short time I was in Oxford, to
meet a number of native white Mississippians and talk. quite candidly
about Mississippi and her problems, I learned many things about the
attitudes of HMississippians which one can never know by worklng in Lhe
C}V}l rights movement. The average White Migsissippian is flercely
roud He now recognizes that .the ellmlnatmon of segregation as a
'way of life™ is coming to Mlss1ss1pp1, whethar he likes it or not.
The "redneck™, that quick-~to-gnger, poorly-educated, Aimpoverished.
product of the segregated socdety, who murders, . .beats people, burns
crosses, and is almost solely responslble for:the climate of fegr which
pervades every home- andi every street of Black' and -White, MlSSlSSlppl,
is not a "small but’ vocalt; minority. . On ‘the. contrary,, the, recnecks
comprise a considerable proportlon of’ M1s51s51pp1, enough that politi-
clans must really ‘take them. 1nt0 account before making rash statements P
in support of law ‘and ‘order,: ... . ] i f.-ﬁ,,\_ T P
. ety SR : T N i R T
Rednecks, nothwithstandlng, most white M1551s51pplans, it wa's my e
1mpresslon aré seeklng ways in whlch ‘theéy 'can give up .what must be T
given up of thelr Southern.Way of Life without:it. appearlng as if- they TR
have glvep up anythlng One of the bést- bBut unflortunately, atyplcal : '
examples, are the Women for Public mducatlon who- argued not for law and-;wo_
order, not for desegregatlon, but merely ‘for good public e&ucatloh ‘asf
being more important' than anything €lsé, including a segregated schoal

systen, The results: were astonishing. People did reallze that it ig =»:;?T
self-defeating to give your children a worse education for the sake of ;;;
naintaining segregated schools, Many in the- North, especially civil P

rights enthusiasts, cannot. sgem to understand how 1mportant it is to e
the southern whiteinot to .lose face completely, Neshoba County has-
shaned him before all. the world. Why must:the future hold nothing in
store for hig'children.but, further- shame? :*The civil rights advocates.
sometimes answer that the(southernef is to!blame for the current pllght
of the southern Negro, that the Negro has waited one hundred years s
during which time nothing has been done to relieve the poverty or: el¢m1n~zr-
ate discrimination. Therefore the southern white should bear the con-
sequences. To begin with, this reasoning has some basic fallacies, As
civil rights workers are quick to argue when asked why they have gone

- to Mississippi and not worked on local problems, the blame for the
Mississippi situation lies with us all, as a Nation, perhaps more with
the southerner but nevertheless with us all, There is the history of
northorn slave—traders, and the politiecs of Reconstruction, Also, it

is not valid to say that people have looked to the White South to

change during the last one hundred years. No one really demanded any
significant change until ten years ago. This has to be qualified by
noting that many courageous Negroes during the past century have struggl-
ed for equality. But it was part of the consequence of centuries of
slavery that these demands were completely ineffectual until the Nation
began to respond. Finally, what value is it to continue to insist on
placing all the blame on the white southerner, and rub his face in the
dirt, as it were., For surely, when we come out of the current struggle
and begin the long uphill job of building a "New Sguth'f, it will be of
little use to have 8 thoroughly .shamed, reluctant .to nove, spiteful
‘white populatlon, no, longer proud of anythlng which is southern, unable

L
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to take credit for any of the positive changes, only existing as a
remninder of the past, and yvet still controlling most jobs, owning most
of the capital, and ever still the most powerful force in gouthern
society.

What is needed then is an anxious reappraisal by the supporters
of change towards the problems of the white Mississippian. This is not
yet an area for the civil rights movement to engage itself in. The time
is still a long way off before useful dialogue can begin between the
civil rights movement and the whites. But, for the many thousands of
people who were personally touched by having sons, daughters, friends,
etc., bring home their experiences, and yet are not embittered by what
the South is, for the many who have relatives and friends in the White
South whom they can communicate with on a nore personal level, for the
nany who are engaged in businesses which have southern operations, for
the many of the South who forerly turned their backs on the most serious
problem facing the South, for all these people, the time.is at hand
when ninds must be set in motion to construct.a course of:action, not
in opposition to the civil rights movemrent, not. in reaction to it, not
in response to it, not parellel to it, but in harnony with it, For,
to the skeptics, I can only say that the civil.-rights workers who have
spent any time in MlSSlSSlppl and scek to change-it, love HMississippi
ﬁéﬁértheless. Constructlve change is necessary and 1t is possible. It
will require recruits from sectors of American, llfe, North and South,
that never dreamed they would have a role to play in the movement tov
wards a better and more equal society in the South. It is to these
people especially that the hopes for a new emergent South rest. It is
to these people primarily that this letter is directed and to whom I
particularly request suggestions and help, Until those outside of the
Movement are ready, willing, and able to lend their intellects and hands
to this great task, then their criticisms will remain unheard and the
future of' the South will contlnue to remain in doubt.
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Voter Renistration Statistics, Civil Rizhts '63, Report of the United
State Conllcs¢a on b~v-l;n*"hto, p 3 .- 1962 Rexistrasich.,

Clihlge’ Nearo
dlss. Countvy No. 4 of Voting ATe. No. : % of Voting Age
Anmite 3,553 79.8 1 .03
Attala 5,311 70.6 61 1.5
Bolivar 4,603 45.8 612 4.1
Carroll 2,720 01.6 3 .
Chickasaw 4,522 70.7 0 0
Clarke 5,000 82 1 .04
Clay 3,382 60.90 10 .2
Copiah 5,056 62 ne 3
DeSoto 3,551 66.5 o .01
Forrest 12,665 55.9 VAN .3
Grenada 3,501 61.9 125 3.2

. Holmes - 3,497 73.2 21 .5
Hunphreys 2,465 73.7 2 .04
Issaquena 621 g7 0 o]
Jasper 4,113 77.2 A 2
Jeffergson 1,643 98.6 0 5
Jefferson 3,600 98,2 76 2.5

Davis .
Leflore 7,168 A0.5 " nc8 2.
Lowndes 8,312 51 Qc 1.2

(Flrst half of table of selected counties). :
3* 3 * * 3* 3 * #* 3 * * % 3t *
Years of school completed by persons 2§ or older, 1960 (percent)
Source: U.S. Lureau of the Census.

Years Completed

Grade School High School sledian
None _1-4  5-6 7 8 1-3 4 grade
Nonwhite % 8.4 3.3 20.2 9.1 12.4 1i.1 4.2 6th
White % 1.2 5.9 7.6 5.6 14.4 23.0 24.6 11lth
* 3# 3 # * 3 ® . 0% * #* * * * 0 %

iledian Income for persons, 1950 and 1960. Source: U.S

1950 - 1960

State Urban Rural State Urban Rural
White $1,236 $1,826 $973 $2,023 $2,622 $1,065
Nonwhite $ 440 $ 693 $390 $ 606 $ 871 % 474
3 3 3* ¥ 3t 3t * %* 3 3% * 3+ x *
.8 U.S, Code, Section 242: Whoever, under color of any law ... wil-
fully subgects any inh:titant of any State ... to the deprivation
of any rights ... secured or protected by the Constitution or laws
of the Unlted States .., shall b§ flned not nore than $1,000 or

" .inprisoned not nore than one year or ‘both,





