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October S through 19; 1965 
~gar Stoesz 

OC'1'0B1!R S: The Pennsy arrived at Fort Wayne on time permitting me to catch 
the J>w, £or Goshen, B.ere I happened to meet C, L. Graber who joined me for 
breakfaat and took me to Goshen College in tiuie to participate ill Mai::y Oyer's 
music chapel. After checking in with Atlee Beachy I discw,sed the Blliti 
cannery with Paul Derstine and conferred with Leater Glick, After a lW1Cheon 
with Professor& Glick, Bishop and Kauffman to d18cuss coomunity development 
in Appalachia I met with Atlee Beachy at 1:00 to diac:uss his forthcoming Haiti 
assigmnent. 1n the mid•af1:exnoon I addressed thirty social work and eociology 
students. In the late afternoon I met with Harold L. Swartzendruber at Men• 
nonite Mutual Aid and joined their family for supper, the enrly evening vae 
apent at the Willard Saiitlut where Dan Wasta and John Tordy were discussing 
Mexico. Later in the evenl.ng I addressed the Annual ~eting of the Conserva• 
tlve Meo.nonite and Ami.sh Aid Society which met at the home of George Crone, 
I was impressed wLth the large imnber of Directors in attendance (in exce11s 
of twenty) and generally was given che imp-re11af.on that they were intereated 
tn MII, Finding local 1110tel o.cCOl!llllOdatiotl4 E!ld:lausted• I epe11,t the night 
vil:h the Lester Glick family. 

0C'tOllE!l 6: The first 2 1/2 bou:ra we-re spent in coneultaUon with the MRSC 
staff in £1.kba-rt, In the late morning I departed frOlll Soutb Bend for Jackson. 
Miaa1seippi. ~ transfer at Memphis was delayed for several hours perm1U1ng 
me to watch seveTal 1nnings of the World Series. In Jackson I was greeted by 
Jake Friesen who bad already been in Hiasit;aippi for approximately one month. 
Since we ware unable to arrange meetinga with infoxud people in Jackson we 
decided to retire early after a telephone conversation with Dr, William P. 
Davia of the Committee of Concern. He told us they b&d collected OVli!!I: $150,000 
in contributio.oa o.nd sel'vicea (including MDS) which had permitted them eo J.'l&l'· 
ticipate in the rebuilding of thirty churches. Five more are now under con­
struction with five yet to go. This inter•faith Coamittee is looki.ns for new 
projects after this chuz-ch project has been coaipleted. 

OC'l'O:BER 71 We were joined f01: breakfast and for the clay by Titua Bender of 
~idian. Thereupon we drove- to Cancon and ten miles beyond to the Valley 
Vim>7 Coramuniey Center which bad been almost complel!ed under the leader11hip of 
I.arry Scott of tho Philadelphia five year Meertng of Frieo.ds. First we toured 
the Center and then we had a visit vit.b Chester, the sole remaining Quaker 
vho was soon expec~ing to return to hfa home in Colorado. Before returning co 
canton for dinner we visited one of the community chtll'cbee buf.lt by the Com• 
lllittea o.f Concern. In the afternoon ve met with Rav. Harris, pastor of a Bnp­
tist chUl'ch i.n a neighboring "company" tmm. TbM we vent to Methodist minister 
Mccree who is involved in the Dell:& ministry, ~cc:). Project Bead Start, M.wison 
Couo.ty Movement, etc. McCrea impressed us aa a very able person but one who bad 
also grown scmmdbat impatient. In tbe late afternoon \le bnd some concl\tdin.g di,s• 
cuesiollS ·after which Titus »ender retu-rned to Meridian and Jake and I attended 
a meeting at the c<mnW1Lty center to prOU!Ote participation :1.n the upcomi.n,g 
Agricultural Stablizatiou Coim.ittee elections, Seventy parcent of the people 
in thia County are Negro but there ill DO Negro repreaentation on this impartant 
ASC C<:iim1ttee which determiues cotton acreage 11llot:ments aud other agricultural 
subaid:l.ee. lb.a llegro leaders in chnrgo of this meeting Pus: e great deal of 
empbaaie on the need for tho lie.gro to help bimae.l.f. '!hey ware told that they were 



I . 
.. 

-2-

livf.ng in a ~ day. "Yesterday you w11re told whtll: to do, today wo can pa:r­
ti.cip&te in the deciaf.011,," '1'h111 meetin,g was also addreaaod by Mr. Art 
Eoory who ill the Teanesoee ropr1111ont.atf.vo of the NatioMl Sharecropera fund 
4!\d who lms a great deal of enthuai.Aam over the role which co-operatives 
can Jc)l.ay in- helping to eliminate ~mite e<:oncmic suppression. 

OC'.rOllE!I. 8: Jake P'rieeen and I drove to Greenwood where we first of all 
visited the Baptist church built by the Coomlttee of Concern and than visited 
with the pastor, Willie MacCaakf.11. MacCaokUl, uho ve eS"l:imated to be in 
hia late thirties, iula oix children and 11tayln3 with them 1.a bis mentally 
ill widow elater and ell. childrau. the load ia obviously beavY, Aaioog other 
things we learned that a oi311Uicant o.uml>er of the members of his church ue 
l.&nd owners, Much of thia and f.a of margiMl quality but generally permits 
a family to eke out a mf.nirll&l living, 

Next we stopped in Greenwood to buy a paper published by a pair of yO\lng 
Catholic girls, Before ue knew it we were swept s-y tfith_ their hoapf.t­
ality and found ourselves havtng coffee with the statf including Father 
Nathaniel and Father tll!lniel, After some talk about co-operation and the 
Ol!O (which the Catholic;11 have helped to influence in Mi11suaippi consider­
ably) we were on our way. 

Our next stop ua.;11 a..., n.ev, Cherry ot lenoit. n.e.. Cherry, &ccordil1$ to Dr. 
Davia, ia Cbairman of the lsrgeat Baptist u11oaiation 1n the world. Here 
there appeared to be a limited villion and an outdated approach. 'Ile was in· 
tore:sted 1n a cOQIIW.Zlity center for his people but had nothln3 further to 
offe:r by way of facility or leadarahip. 

Our last etop in tho late afternoon vaa 111th Amzio Moore in Cleveland where 
ve also Jll4t Delta Ministry worker llr. Brooke. Alon& with visiting the newly 
constructed COlll!lunity center we nleo had a very enli.ghtening discueaion on 
the Civil llf.gl!.ts Mov•e.nt. nteae men are of the opinion that little ii hap• 
penii\g and one sen.sea c:onaf.derable fear that a coalitiJm of the conaerfftive 
llegl'o (more specifically those who have obtained aame profeaaional stature 
which could !>e jeopardized aa a reault of radical f.nvolvement)~d tba lltOde:rate 
wite will fritter away the progress gaiJ1ed. We pleaded for 11ame acceptance 
of the le1111 activist position. auch aa our own. La.te that evening we returned 
to Jackson for night. 

ocromm. 91 As Jake auggeated, this turned out to be our Sabbath. We were 
not able to arrange any significant appointments 1u Jackson and had co llllit 
around for two :l.ntportant engitg--ta on Sunday. 1'hU8 we used the day to do 
aane work brought i.o our brief cases, reat and ,ratch the third gi,.me of the 
World SeriM. 

OC'l'OJIEB. 10: We weTe joined far breakfast by DT. Davu, President of the 
Southern llaptiet Association Seminary and Cbainan of tile Comaittee of Concern, 
'Re bad ma-ny kind thin,gs to uy about Mennonites and our Hisaieaippi efforts. I 
was surprised to discover that the ~ttee of Concern ie atill receiviQ.& funds 
($2,000 that week). Devis impressed us as a church leader who is lllllld.ng e 
very positive contribution frOl!l a more moderate poa1t1ou. lte eI1Couraged us to 
move in the direction of Canton where he is well acquainted. lrurther he adviaed 
us to work on a ce11ter charter wbM:h allows far an integrated board. Davie btla 
bf.a critt.ca and limitations but I feel ,ie will not go far wrong if we ra:iaiD ill 
caimunicstion with him. Re baa kept faith with the po,rere that be while at the 
s&ue time workillg tom11:d p;rogress. 
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1'hen we drove to tho Baptist: church beyond Canton where our -ting with the 
Center Board ms to tal'.e pLlco. Church bad beau annoUD.Ced for 10:00 a .111. and 
didn't get st:arted until 11:30 wen our meeting uns to have begun. 'tho inter• 
voning tfme was spent viaitins with eight lll8ll flho ware digging a grave for a 
fun,;n:al uhich wan to be t:bat afterD.()OI).. Numorous t:lmes then and later I had 
to remixtd myself that I ~• in rural Mississippi au.d not Haiti. Finally at 
1:00 p.lll, a thin b081'd quorum Rs present and ue procee<1ed to inb:Oduce our­
aelvea and explain our readiness to help them with operating an ef:fective C1>nter 
progrl!41, When asked ubat they intended to do uith their Cenur, they could 
only aay they felt :lt mould be uoed for education. For the dctaiia '!.t was 
clear they would need to look to others. 1'!;ley were ae though they 'bad baeu 
etvoo. an airplane without fl)'f.nS lusooa. 1'hey concluded by uDanilnoufly ••k• 
ing the Prieaene to COl!l8 and help tbl!iD after uhicb we ruahed off to Jackson 
f.n time for me to make my flf.i:;ht. 

After a two hour atop 01Ter in New Orleans I boarded the two hour flight to 
Mexko City Tolhore l we !!let by Paul and Barbara Stone, Roger Springer, Wayne 
Millor and John B:lracbler. ~ session 'lfitb the l!CC ffOl'kere concluded iu the 
cat ly hours. 

OC'lOllI!B. ll: l ws met fO'r breakfast by the three MCC men wham I had left houro 
earlier. Thereupon Roger Springei: ond l boarded the bua for the three hour 
trip to AtJ.aCQ111ulco. Here wa fowid the 1m-ll:ei-a uere in the field nnd eo we 
vi.sited with Cecil ara~• a paJ:'ent:e and abo viaited the market. After dinner 
we went to iruapect potatoe, bean and corn proj~ts :la surrounding villages. 
One •• lmptoased vith the obvious progress which bad been made in terma of 
comm•m:I ty acceptance Bi.nee rq vim. t one ye.at ago. In the evening we t.1ere 
joined by Benton Rhoades of Agricultural ~eaicns and Max Leythrop• a Wycliff 
agricultural missionary. '1'1>.e evening discussion was both stimulatf.nS &Dd en­
Ughtenlng. 

OC'{Ol!ER 12; Duri,:ig the morning and early afternoon we heatd a thor0t1gb report 
of the project. It 'll!La heattenf..ag to note that our •aa:lstance in one year bas 
expanded £ram l5 co-operators in three outlying ueas to forty co-operators :ui 
eisbt vf.llllges. Also hMri:e11iag was the evidence of cClllllllw.,.1.ty iu:cept.ance. In 
the middle aftarn.oon we went to visit some projects f.n San Lorem:o. 'lbe already 
bad roads were made almost lmpcaaible by a tain. Io the evon:lag ve teturoed to 
the City whete cha Stonee had a reception for the Heifer Project guests who were 
tu the city for meetings on the mOITaw. After a Vt!l'f:Y enjoyable social hour we 
returned to the Cene4e Hotel for the first full night in a fort night. 

oc,xran 131 After a breakfast IQeeting w:l.th Gerald llouiager I joined the BPI 
Execut:l.ve Committee for its quarterly meeting. Por lunch we were the gueata of 
APE)'. wtlich u a group of wealthy business 1!lel\ with philanthropic intexesta. In 
the even:l.ng JfS'lry and I had a meet~ of sUlll!Dllry with Cecil Graber a11d the BPI 
meu. 

OCTOBER l/tl 'fba BPI gl'OUp weat on a field trip to the vtllai;e of Ajusco 'llhete 
w vialtGd several projects - one of 11/hich 11114 a 4-B Club. On the return we 
skirted the city' and used the occasicn, to leave the group wi~b we11t to Atl.aco­
mulco ~e VB bad ju~ boen. l returned to the hotel and IUlldG arraogementa to 
take a late afterooon flight to Loe Angel;1a, ln L.A. t d:C.sccwerl!d l:bat the newl:, 
~ouned J>odger4 wre to a,;rive in one hour. So, af.11:, guy that I was, I joined 
thu acreeming, eign wav~ crO'l-ld of 10,000 to cat:cb a gU111pae of the athletes 
as they filed by. 



OC'rol!ER 151 the eo.rly GIOl!ning MIii spen:: catch1QQ'. up with brief caae ,;iork, 
telephoning a fe.r {Tienda 1n the area end thena'I 11100 a.(A. flight to Eureka 
vfll San Brmctsco. 'rbe fl13hf: l-.'U rough and no meal Ulla served eu, I an:ived 
a bit veary but glad to see B11UCe Hardu wb.o bad preeedod !Ile by several days. 
'!he l:'llo hour ride to lloopa save Bruce an opportunU:y to b?:ief me on hill ob­
aoi:va tions and a.atf.vitie., to d!lte. After supper ue sat around the uncleared 
tal:>la and talked for two hours before ret:uing far the night. 

OC'l'OBB!t 16: Bruce and t jof.ned un:Lt leadei: Jahn and Susan Loewen for breall.fa9t 
followed by a free d:Lacussf.on of unit problGUIS. 'Iheireu!)On we bAd a aim'!.lcr 
meeting with hospital adminiatrator Peter kiger. After dinner Bruce went: to 
make some contacts in Hoopa vbile I met with Elii:abeth ll'riesen who ill just c0111-
pleting a two y011r laboratory aeaignment in Boopa a.nd soon to begin anothe-r 
term at Hospital Albert Sehweitsez. Latm: I jollled Jim BU.as on an uuaueceaa­
ful fi~ expoditt.on libich bowevor gave ~ • good opportunity to talk. Later 
we bad a v~it wltll Charlie Wb.itson, Cbaixm&n of the HospitAl Board. Aftar sup­
per we had another eeasl:on with tha um.t to au probllllllll and 11111ke plans far the 
future. 'J!hio wa follWGd by a l&tte evonf.n3 of •~ry at the Petor lu-igu home. 

Baoically no J!>lljor problems were UllC4l'tbd. It saened to be a situation rmue 
"the little faxes wre destroying the vine". SO!H clarl.f~eatlo11 viaa oeeded 
and aleo ecmo i®diation but in the Wlin the unit "WLS 111.UCh appreciated both f.n 
the hospital and 1n the cOllllmJllity and '--'bile not vith01.1i: dl.fficulty they seemed 
to be having 11 good ezperie11ee. 

OCTOBB!l 17i Bruce and I attended l:he Prcabytar1a.n Church where we were pleased 
to see our members active &id appreciated th~ not doad.nen.t. After dinner 
Bruce gave a good •tl!mlU"Y oi our o1>servat1.one and recanmendatioos after which 
our etay was concluded by e period of devotions. 

1Ju»:cupaa ve went to the air atrip acros11 the street where Dr. Wright W$ pl'e­
,pal'ed to t6ke us on the ono hour acanic fligllt to lledding. After a abort but 
:I.Dfcn:mstivo-vf..sit we got a rental car and proceeded to f:1.1:ld the Job Corps Con­
servation. Center wlM!re we .made an appoin.b!lon.t to see the l>trector, Mr, Latimore. 
Belug within four miles of the Shasta I>am "We went to eeethie scene jllllt as the 
eun vas setting. In addition to serving a 'fezy useful purpose th1a spot 1s 
alsq '1/ery scen:lc vith Mt. Sb4ata ill the background ~ a herd of tamo deer 1n 
the foreground. 

OC'l'OBmt 18: At 8:00 a.m. "-e ~et with Center Dil:'ector 'Latimore. llinat;y Job 
Corp• men alter11&te bemeen- a veelt 0£ cla11111:oom work and a week of work in the 
forest&, 'rile Centff ba• a staff of twont:,-aix member•• We ob••rved the axcite-
eent which often accOD)!)llnies a new venture. Contrary to what we bad he&rd 
oarlier, they were not experiencing any difficulty W'f.tb filling their poaitians. 
flie sub-profesaional needs vare adequately and logia.Uy mat through promotion 
of l'eaponsible Corpa men and from the <'-nn:lty tabor 1111&rk.et. T'nel'e appeared 
to be no naed for MCC ass:latance. 

At Mr, Lotimore 1a uuggestion we stopped ill to see llichal'd Millar who is auper­
visor of the Conoervation Center at Willowa. In addition to bis other reapon.a­
ibilit;l.ea, Millar u aloo responsible for a -l'oo Corps Canter which wa1 twice 
tbe 1111:e of the one wo htld vaited niear lteddi_ag, Jtere they wel'e likevbe able 
to .meat their etaff needs without outa:l.de aeeistance. 
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We also took the occaid.oa to speak to Mr. Miller about the neod fin: a forestry 
camp patter!Uld sanellhllt after the OPS eicperienco. lle in.foniad us that they 
presently bad need for six to eight jwiior te¢lmic1.ana but they would need to 
\!Ork as individuals and could not be grouped. 'l'hia we £el t 1:'uled out further 
HCC conaideration. 

1'he alternoon vaa concluded with a meeting with Mr. Jack Hs.alar who b loMte4 
in tho regional office of the Bureau of lteclaml>.tion in Sacr11D1Anto and responsible 
for the Job Corpe operations related to tho Bui-eau of Reclal!lation. He a,ave ws 
a e,mpathetic bearillg but no more o.nc:A>Ura3ement than we bad received aarU.or in 
the day. 

Tle bad just enough ti.ma to le&ve Bruce at the bus stAUOll in time to catch a bll4 
for Iteedloy. 

OCTOllElt l9: I took a momins flight from Sacramento to Philadelph:IA via l>am,er 
whua I vaa to have bad a stop f¥!1er lunch with the Goodvillo agents -in tliat 
aroa. Since each of thtl!ll BOl!lll8d to have oth81" prasein,g commi men tu the luacheon 
did not _mate,rial:l.ae but I bad extuaive conversation with both age11ts in the 
l>GIXVer area and felt my atop r,vm; had been moat wrthvh11e. 




