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O:tobcr 10, 1965 

Dear SHCC-.peoplc, 

1ve arc in Accra, Ghana l-Jhcr e the attention of the pco;.>le is all turned toHards 
the O.A.U. Conferenc e . Thc\Organiz cotion of African Unity is seen by people through
out the Horld to be an important development in Intcrnationcl Affairs. r;ost people 
feel th~t Africa as a ~-1hole can only develop "s 2 strong continent if the nations 
within it ban to~ether econondcally and po~itically. Th~J feel that Africans 
have a connnon destiny and arc therefore "one people". !Jkrur,Jah, President of Ghana, 
has been one of the s pcarhce1ds in the drive tm-lards unity and the people of 
Ghana ao ~-~rticul~rl;; tl1t ~rC'l -:1f t he ·ir:pcrtc..ncc of the O.A.U. In Accra , the capital 
of GI-k·ma, a nc:w buildin~ called the State House was built in 10 taonths t The 
structure is fantastict It uas built to house this yec>.rs O.A.U. Summit Con
ference (the third). The people in Jo..ccra arc 'W earing T-5hirts 'With O.A.U. 
\\rittcn on them. The JTI.ain thoroughfares have the symbols and pictures of hc~ds 
of the 36 African states on them. Slogans also line these streets; such as, 
''f,frica must unite" and "One ~cople, One destiny, One continent", and 11Dotm 1-lith 
!-'co-Colonialism." Bob and I lwve been working to get official "observer" 
recognition from the conference. The 0.1~ .u. has vJh~t it calls · the "Com.-rnittcc 
of Hine•~ which is made up of the nationalists gr oups in Africa, or the "freedom 
fighters" as they arc called here. These peopl e arc en1a~ed in · actual fi~ht-
ing in their, yet unfree, c ountries, such as liozambiGtJ.c, Angola, ancl Portu3Ucse 
Guinea and others. 

The politics of Afric~n "Unity is very difficult as the African nat5.ons 
range from Liberia and Ivory Coast· (tied to the Fnitcd States) to· Ghana, Gt1.inea; 
and rali 1--1hich preac h nonalirrruncnt; ar c i-lorkin~ toHards socialism, and associate 
the United States 1-Jith imperialism. The diff iculty is that the progressive 
states like Ghana and Guinea arc also tl:ose t~hich arc ::>nshinr; hardest for African 
Unity. Fhat this means is that they _arc oft en in the ::>osition of softening 
their political stanc es in or der to incrcc:t.sc the --opportunities :for United acticm .. 
For instance, a l arGe Ntestion looms around 1-1hat the confer ence Hill say bbout 
Vietnam. r ost of the states C~re opp6sec1 t o the H<:!r but at the s2r:w time cannot 
afford to openly attac k the United Stat es . The r esolution 1-1hi ch the· conference 
pascoo on Southc:rn Rhodesia vJas not as stron~ as alot of peopl e had hoped . 

In Accra, ther e a r c quite a nu.mber of Afro-A1-:1ericans 1-1ho arc livin!S here f or 
various r easons. Some consider thems elves 11 r cvolitionarics 11 and s ay that t hey 
rJill r et urn to t he States s omeday to or ..,.anize. John LcHis 2.nd Don Harris left a 
v ery good imprcssirm here among t his group. It seems that !Jalcom X l eft a 
fantastic impression amone the Ghanaians ~.nd other Africans. People ask us 
why Af ro-Americans don't ltr.ow more about .Africa. I:ost of them call the 1-1ar in 
Vietnam a 11nL;;}Sc-rr..assacrc. 11 The /\fro-Amc.ricans here s eem ta f eel that the move
ment in the stat es must assoc iate itself t-lith broader ~ucstions , particularly 
Vietnam. Of c-:mrsc, not beine in the states they don't lmmJ ho-111 difficult that is. 

The peo::,>lc here 11onld like to get inforl:!'.ati on about nur mov ement on a rcg1:l4r 
basis and things should be sent to: Julian I!ayficld, c/o f.frican Review, 
Dur cau of African l!f fairs , Accra, Ghana, Host Africa· - Lcs Lacy, l!nivcrs ity 
of Ghana, South Lcr~on, Ghana, Hcst J:fri ca . 

Ghana is mostly a Christ ian CO\mtry an(1 it already has a Christmc>.s scc>.son -
11it h all the e>.dvcrtis in .~ t hat ~oe:s Hith it . It h[\s ::o. l arse dcpm'tr.1ent s t ore in 
dmmtmm Accra uhich bo~sts of an escal ator. 1

'
1C'cclless to s e17 He found it S0mc

Hhat disapp0j.ntin;~ to find all t he advc.-rtising. 

The national c onsiousncss of the peopl e is stron~ and throt~~h the per son of 
lfl•rumah a nd the. m:,rsti~uc ~nd cult uhi ch S\.i.rrounds hir.l t his i s achieved . 
Such a consiouanqf:a is <:>. v c !"'r impo1·t~.nt step in the ch.!Yclopmcnt of ~ net-: country 
and rnc rJ;T o:f the /•fri cttn Fat ions hnve <lc:vcJ.o;?cd sim:i.1i~rly . 

"' I h~.vc f onnd CLildJ·cn 1 s ~oo!:s 1-1hich ah0ul rl hel p PS 2lot bacl: home , 1·Tc c:r c 
..,..._:~:!"S::::='""-t-~."'y:rr-~~-H·i~T .t!Jt'i'&nS ·f.o ' ! · !<~Z"!ffi;·::: with .. I"! d .t c ;7tt51':i:-s1Ktl hc1 .... i 1: Clk:na im~~-..,..;"'----~ 

t he kLl<mta office . 

I c~n ' t er.~ph~siz c·too muc h t he i r.tpr t -:1.ncc of scndin~ mct. cria l s c::n letter s 
ri~;ht a~w.y./ I f s omeone the:r c 1-J ."'ntcd t •1 Hri t c ~n art5.c l c llC c oul d :_;ct j_t published , 
in the Lfric2n ~t.vioJ, 

Ther e is n 3 month old 'r .v. shm-J i n Gh::o.n<". nm·1, r un by Shir l ey Gr c:: h:tm, li .E. B. 
DuDoi s 1 <·Ji dat-J. \-Jc Hat ched the i1 C<ls <ncl i ts astoundinG hoH t erribl e t he V .S . c :1r:1es 
out in the ilorl d :;cus . The J-nt i -Viet nal:t d cmrmst r2.t : ons ~ot rpod covcr ac;c, :md m~~d e 
us f eel ;;ood . If the f iln " Iv:mhoc 11 or 0.117 other SI'CC f ilr.1 or f ilm s t r :L;_-1 -v1 cre 
sent here He could 1ct H on T . iT . Pl ease s end t hem ri~ht Nay '. 
~Ic arc goi nc; to hold a f orum ::o. t t he rniv . of Gh<m e>. (Hhcr c 11c <> re stC>yinG) \>lhcn 
c lc:ws cs bq~in (Oct. 2~;th) . 

Pcc:: c; c and n 'C('dorol 

Bruce Hartford
Typewritten Text
[Original signed by Dona Richards (Marimba Ani) and Robert Parris (Bob Moses)]




