Bruce Hartiord
#3290

308 Westwood Plaza
L.A. 24, Calif.
Qct. 3 1965

bear West ramily

I am sory that I have not written sooner but, I am a lousy letter
writer. After I left Selma I went to Atlanta for a couple of days

and then on to conneeticut to visit with my family for a few days.

I also went to the Worlds prair and I did not particularly care for
it. I then left for L.A. to attend my trial which was supposedto
start Sept 12. When I got to L.A. they told me that the trial was
delayed untill October X2 25 and it may be p ut off some more, so
here 1 am, stuck in L.A. waiting for my trial whem it is over I intend
to return to Alabama.

I heard the other day that they aquited Tom Coleman. It was no suprise
of course but it still h urts. How can they let a murderer go when
they know that he did it, and they know that his excuse that John
had a knife is a lie_(everyone here, in Alabama, in Washington and
all over the world kPowes that that is a lie) how they can let him
g0, with out a tear, with out a blush, with out shame, with out pity,
1 don't knowy Of course I do know how they can let him go, they can
let him go because they are sick, so sick that they are hardly human
anymore, so sick that they become as inhuman as a rattlesnake, no,
1 guess that 1 can't say that, because even a rattlesnake will warn
you beiore he strikes, and a rattlesnake won't attack you unless
you attack them tirst. What makes me even madder is those people in
Washington with their lying faces and slick oily lieing toungse.
They say that it is to bad that he was let go, a real shame they say,
but, they say, there is nothing that we can doy And so because they
refuse to stand by the law John*s murderers go free and his nieghbor
decides to shoot down some other civil rights worker, x® knowing full
well that he won't be punished. Of course if washington Wanted to
stop these mirderers they could, with out any trouble. The FBI can
catch B spies, bank robbers, forgers, smugglers, dope peddlers,
communists (they are real good at catching communists), wetbacks,
and bootleggers, but they can't seem to find out who killed the 4
little girls in Birmingham. The government says that they can not
punish Tom Coleman, Leroy gmXXimzyx Wilkins, Byron DelLa Beckwith, or
the others because there are legal reasons. Yei when they Want to
get some body they spend any amount of time and money to do it and
they don't care what laws they break. Look at all of the things they
hae done to get Jimmy Hoffa, or any of the other people that they
didn't iike. If you kill somebody who is trying to vote in Alabama
you are not punished, but if you say that you won't fight in Vietu
Nam you are thrown in jail for S5 years as some of my friends hwe been,
I Jjust don't know what to do. Sometimes I think that the best thing
to do wold be to take a gun and execute Coleman and the other myself,
and other times I think that that is not the way, that we can't let

those bastards make us as sick as them, that we can't let them drag
us down into the mud with them. But I don'v know, I wonder what John



woulé say, what the three boys in Uississippii would say, and what
Jimny Le Jackson, would say. I wonder wkX how maeny men women &and
children they would gon down if someone did shot Coleman® I Jjust d
con't knowe.

Justice here is no diiferent then in Lowndes Couniy a11 ef these peonle
whe were arrested in the rebellicm are getting unfairly opunished by the vnolice.

over half of them are still in jail because they ean't pay the high Wail, All ef the
police who killed the Negroes during the rebellion are heing let go w'th ocut a trial,
they are saying that all 6f the killimrs that the peliee did were o.,k. I have heem
working with the Nem*Vielent Acticn Committee here on jmg traiming people for jobs,
We have alsc been pieketing a chureh that is being used to keep Nerre schoel ehildren
segregated in the basement, I just got baek from a mareh in Berkley Calif, to srotest
the war in Vietmam, The cows were all lined up aeross the read, just like inm Selma,
Thev even used tear gas on us, one girl was taken te the hoswmital,

Anyway write me and tell me what is ro'ng om in Selma, how things are going and
thines like that. If there is anything that I ean de for you let me kncw, I saw
Father Sam a couple of weeks age, he is working in Watts, he was sorry that he e
eouldn't get baeck to Selma wut he had to work im Wattis,
Your Friend
Bruee Hartfeord

T heard that they were kieking wmeeple out of the heusing srojeet, is that true?
are they goinr to kiek you out?



