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There are many th ings ,  pos i t ive  and nega t ive ,  i h i ch  won’ t
f i nd  their  way in to  repor ts  on the Res iden t i a l  Freedom Schoo l . They
are the f r iendships  vdiich were formed,  the growing up that  alot of
the k ids  d id  vh i l e  there ,  the fights that took  p l ace ,  aid the p r i -
vate l i t t l e  convers  t i ons  wh ich  were l ea rn ing  exper iences ,  t oo ,
but which w i l l  never get r ecorded .

However,  l e t  me beg in  b’r explaining some of t he  t h ings  that
went on - f i r s t  in Chicago  and then in Corde l e ,  Georg i a .

The f i r s t  s e s s ion  began on July 2 in  Chicar,  o .  John Love,
Fannie Rushing, Sherron Jackson and Judy Richardson composed the
s t a f f  fo r  that f i r s t  s e s s ion ,  The f i r s t  few days were ones of
ge t t ing  s e t t l ed  in the homes which had been found for  the k id s  on
the sou ths ide ,  and of ge t t i ng  to know each other and part icular  ?.y
the Ch icago  kids and the neighborhood they were to  l ive in for  3
weeks ,  hos t  of the food for t h i s  s e s s ion  had been r a i s ed  through
the Chicago o f f i ce .  The r e s t  of i t  was bought with whatever  l i t t le
money was a t  hand - which meant that many meals  were mea t l e s s  and
many b reak fa s t s  co ld .  Food was p repa red  by the s t a f f  with the
he lp  of t he  kids.  Dish-washing and genera l  c l ean -up  was a l so  done
in  this  way.

We had a cook-out on July l|th a t  the Ind iana  sand -dunes .  The
next day we began a somewhat s t ructured program of workshops in the
morning and ITegro h i s tory  ( taught  by the Amis t ad  Soc i e ty )  in the
a f t e rnoon ,  a long  with mov ie s ,  other workshops or gene ra l  s e s s ions .
For the f i r s t  2 s e s s ions  of Negro h i s to ry  we had a white member of
the Soc i e ty  t each ing  the c l a s s .  There was much complaining about
th i s  on t he  par t  of the k id s :  one of the g i r l s  from Americus t o ld
re - ’’There are white workers a l l  over Americus and I come to Chi-
cago and I see i t  he re ,  t oo .  T!e c an ’ t  even t each  our own his tory,
we have to  get  a white woman to teach  i t  f o r  u s . ”  S ince  most of
the s t a f f  was equally d i s sa t i s f i ed  with t h i s  ar rangement ,  i t  was
agreed that only Negro members of the Soc i e ty  would t e ach  the  c l a s s .
Some of the k ids  a l so  found  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  in the anc i en t  h i s to ry
of Af r i ca  - they f e l t  too f a r  removed f rom i t .  But when they b egan
to cove r  the s l ave  t rade and Recons t ruc t ion  they becane  much more
in t e r e s t ed .  At one po in t  two Afr ican  chiefs  from Sierra  Leone
cane fo r  d inne r  and had a short  ques t ion  and answer pe r iod  fol lowing
d inne r .  The k ids  asked them a bout t eenagers  in Af r ica ,  the food ,
how Af r i cans  f e l t  bout Negroes  and why Af r i cans  d idn ’ t  c a l l  them-
se lves  Negroes  ( to  which one ch ief  r ep l i ed  tha t  he f e l t  that  a l l
black peop le  were Afr icans  - -  g ree t ed  by applause  f rom the  kids - -
cut that  he might be r e f e r r ed  to as  a Negro in America and an Af r i -
can in Af r i ca ) .  I think i t  was a good expe r i ence  for  everyone
s ince  most had never  had a chance to  ta lk  to or even t o s ee thoir
Af r i can  brothers  ( excep t  through the  mythical image t hey ’d  been .
g iven  on the s c r een ) .

In Af r i can  h i s to ry  c l a s s  the whole image of the Af r i can  w?.s
d i scussed  and the kids  t a lked  about  the f a l s e  impress ion  their  schoo
books and movies  had g iven  them about  Af r i cms .  When i t  was a sked
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why i t  was so important tha t  American Negroes  be l ieve  the myth about
Af r i cans ,  one of the group s a id ,  " ’Cause  if  we ever knew that we w ere
a l ike  and s topped being ashamed of them, then we’d t ry  and ge t  t o -
gether and we cou ld  rea l ly  do some th ing . "  They ta lked  about the
shame that they had formerly f e l t  abou t  Af r i cans  and that t h i s  vas
part of t he  technique  of keeping  them s epa ra ted  from the i r  Af r i can
brothers .

Sometime that  weekwe  a l so  had a d i s cus s ion  of po l i ce  b ru ta l i ty ,
I think the bes t  part  of t ha t  d i s cus s ion  came when the northern kids
began talking abou t  po l i ce  b ru ta l i t y  in  the nor th .  The Chicago guys
(who. were r ec ru i t ed  through the  Chicago  o f f i ce )  t a lked  about  the
brutali ty they had personal ly  known - outs ide  the movement - jus t
on the b lock  in the sou ths ide .  One of the guys spoke of the bea t ing
he had r ece ived  a f t e r  be ing  p icked  up fo r  something someone e l se  had
done .  I t h ink  i t  was then that the k ids  r ea l l y  began to realize the
s imilar i ty  of a poor Negro ’ s  re la t ion  to cops  - north or south - and
the f ac t  that Negro cops would beat  you up jus t  as q i i ck ly  as white
cops (’’ a cop is  a cop i s  a cop” ) .

The s econd  Sunday there we a l l  went to the Muslim Mosque.  Cas-
s ius  Clay was there and spoke .  Sherron was ca l l ed  out and a f t e r  about
20 minutes we d i s cove red  that  she wouldn’ t  be a l l owed  back in s ince
she was cons ide red  a "hypocr i t e"  (a Muslim vho had den ied  the f a i t h ) .
Our group waked out of the Mosque in p ro t e s t  and l a t e r  had a sho r t
exp lana t ion  and d i s cus s ion  on the i n t e rna l  o rgan iza t ion  of the Mus-
l ims.

That week we a l so  had Noel Day in to  t a lk  w i th  t he  group about
the problems of hous ing ,  educa t ion ,  e t c .  in t he i r  d i f f e r en t  a r ea s  and
ways that t hey might go about t ry ing  to so lve  some of these p rob lems .
Be was rea l ly  able  to  draw them out in ta lk ing about some of their
problems in these  a r ea s  and they responded  very wel l  to i t .

Sometime that week we a l so  had a genera l  mee t ing ,  exc lus ive  of
the s t a f f ,  to  talk about some of the problems which ex i s t ed  in the
schoo l .  The mee t ing  was ca l l ed  af ter  a couple of nea r - f i gh t s  earl ier
that day .  In the mee t ing  some of the kids  asked how they c ould >vor
hope to  organize  other Negroes  when they cou ldn ’ t  even ge t  t oge the r
themselves .  The Chicago kids were put on the de fens ive  ( through
var ious  accusa t ions  that the Chicago guys were s ta r t ing  the f ights ;

c la imed everyone was blaming eve ry th ing  on them. They s a id  they
could leave if people d idn ’ t  want them. Kids began p ro t e s t i ng  tha +’-
t i e  Chicago  guys should s t ay .  Profi t  (A la . )  s a id  that if  the Chicago
guys le f t  the s choo l ,  the r e s t  of the  g roup  wou ldn ’ t  l e a rn  as much,
s ince  the group had core to Chicago par t icular ly  to l e a rn  about  .the
x. ty and i t s  people . The g roup  a l so  dec ided  to r ev i se  the  schedu'b ,
pu t t i ng  Negro h i s to ry  in the  morning to  leave  the af ternoon f r ee  for
i, - .v ies ,  i nv i t ed  gues t s ,  and workshops .

Dirring t he  s econd  week ,  J e sse  Gray caae over t o  talk about rent
s t r iker  and how they are o rgan ized .  He t a lked  about problems he
had run up aga ins t  while o rgan iz ing  the ones in New Y rk ? He a l so
sa i l  he be l i eved  that only  b l acks  should lead  s i v i l  r ights  organ!-
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za t i ons ,  main ly  because  he d idn ' t  trust  any white man to  (’do right by
the Negro.  Par t ly  because  of his  adamance on th i s  sub j ec t ,  only  a
few of the k ids  took i s sue  with him d i r ec t l y  during the  s e s s ion .  But
there was much d i s cus s ion  among themse lves  and with s t a f f  members
fol lowing the workshop .  Many fe l t  they ag reed  with Gray but a few
disagreed  with the abso lu t e  way he p r e sen t ed  i t ,  r e l a t i ng  some good
exper i ences  t hey 'd  had working  with some white vo lun tee r  worke r s .

Larry Landry a l so  came by that  week to t a lk  about Chicago  pro-
blems and to ta lk  a l so  about means by which Negroes  cai use their
money to ga in  some power .

That wek we showed "Animal  Farm" in this  g rea t  an ima ted  car -
toon form (which I ' d  reco mend showing to any age -g roup) ,  fo l lowed
by small  g roup  d i s cus s ions .  The pic ture  really go t  to the g roup
and some real ly  good things were brought up as a r e su l t .  In my group
we s t a r t ed  off on the ques t ion  cf what the k ids  had seen in the f i lm .
Allan-(Mary]a  nd) s a id  he saw the animals a s  Amer icans  and the pigs
as communists t ry ing  to take ove r .  I akked if  he knew what commun-
ism was and he s a id ,  sure ,  ' c ause  he ' d  read  about  i t  in s choo l .  We
then t a lked  about what he ' d  read a bout Negroes  and Af r i cans  in h is
school  books .  The group went on to d i s cus s  how much s tudents  are
able to ques t i on  the image t hey ' r e  taught abou t  t he i r  Af r i can  bro-
the r s ,  or in f ac t ,  how much they can ques t i on  anything.  I t  was
genera l ly  agreed that  educa t ion  "taught" us not to  ques t i on  and that
therefore ,  we cou ldn ' t  just  a ccep t  what s choo lbooks  sa id  abou t
communism e i t he r .  Then ano the r  guy s a id  he saw the animals  as Negroes
and the humans as wh i t e s .  1Je ta lked  about  that  for awhi le  and then

someone sa id  she saw the p igs  as "toms " and the animals  as the
res t  of the Negro peop le .  We then d i s cus sed  the way the p igs  ac t ed
in the f i lm  af ter  the revolu t ion  and that brought on a x ho le  d i s -
cus s ion  of " toms"  and the ro l e  of l eadershop .  Kids began c ompar in g
" r ecogn ized  l eade r s "  in the i r  hometowns amd how they were l ike  the
pigs  in the picture - -  that the i r  " l eade r s "  l i ved  apar t  from the
poorer  peop le ,  that they had formal educa t ion- lwhich  they used aga ins t
other peop le  — and that they fe l t  they were be t t e r  than the r e s t
cf the Negroes  in  town.  The northern kids  t a lked  about  " toms" in
e l ec t ed  o f f i ce  and the d i f f i cu l t  of removing them. I a sked  if they

fe l t  you could  get  good peop le  in to  e l ec t i ve  o f f i ce  by running them
yourse l f ,  i n s t ead  of l e t t i ng  the c i t y  p ick  the ones i t  wants to r un .
Alan . sa id  a Negro cou ldn ' t  get  e l ec t ed  s ince  most Negroes  in Cam-
bridge won ' t  vo t e .  He sa id  t ha t  hey d idn ’ t  c a r e .  I asked if  i t
wasn ' t  just that  they d idn ' t  have any thing to vo t e  fo r .  Then he
sa id  that even if  th is  were the ca se ,  t hey 'd  have no one brave
enough to  run.  Most peop le ,  he thought, would b e too a f ra id  of l o s -
ing their jobs .  Then Kathleen (Somerv i l l e ,  Tenn . )  ment ioned  tha t
even if someone did run,  Cambrid e might have the same prob lem
Fayet te  County had,  which was that the  wh i t e s  s imply never  coun ted
the Negro vo t e s .  in the e l ec t i on .

We t a lked  about  Ju l i an ' s  campaign a l i t t l e  and I asked if  they
fe l t  i t  did any good to run a " f r eedom cand ida t e "  even if you thought
he cou ldn ' t  win .  They a l l  f e l t  there was.  l a r i  (Corde l e ,  Ga.)  f e l t
i t  would show the white folks that  Negroes  in tended  to f igh t  them.
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t oo ,  for  t he  r ight to pick the k inds  of c and ida t e s  they can choose
from.  Someone e l se  s a id  i t  would show, in s t i l l  ano ther  way, that
Negroes  were no longer  a f r a id  of wh i t e s .  And someone e l s e  r e f e r r ed
back to Ju l i an ’ s  campaign  and s a id  i t  would enab le  us to b r ing  up
i s sues  l ike housing,  ASCS e l ec t i ons ,  surplus food ,  aid other  th ings
which usual ly  don ’ t  d i s cus sed  during e l ec t i ons .  And then  Allan
sa id ,  ’’And, be s ides ,  our candidate  jus t  might w i n . "

We also showed "Viva Zajata" and " I  Was a Fugitive From a
Chain Gang" ,  both of which kinda shook the group up.  Unf o runa te ly ,
they were both shown during those l a s t  days whose night were t aken
up with keeping a f igh t  from becoming  a major war ,  so t he d i s cus s ion
of both  films was mainly done in small  informal g roups .  But you
could  s ee from the way r e f e r ences  would  be made to the p ic tures
dur ing other d i s cus s ion ,  that the group r ea l l y  unders tood  the con-
tent  of the f i lms .

The t h i rd  week, Charlie cobb and Stokely  Carmichael  came up
and e~ch he ld  a good s e s s ion  on the d i f f e r ences  the group f e l t
ex i s t ed  between the north and sou th :  in hous ing ,  jobs ,  sdhoo l s ,  e t c ,
Also during that t h i rd  week Mrs. Reese came in and held wr i t i ng
and l i t e ra ture  workshops,  r ead ing  poems by Negro authors and desc r ib -
ing some of the things Negro authors have wr i t t en  a bout .  During the
second  week the k ids  had wr i t t en  and p rac t i s ed  a play which they
ca l l ed  "Nigger"  but because  of the even t s  and gene ra l  t ens ion  which
ex i s t ed  during that third week (and which wi l l  be e l abo ra t ed  on
l a t e r )  they never  performed the p l ay .

During the week we a l so  had ai r ead ing  of Negro poems by the
youth counterpar t  of the Amistad Soc i e ty ,  I t  wasn ’ t  pa r t i cu la r ly
good ,  mainly because  of the un in te res t ing  wa in  which i t  was p re -
s en t ed  but some of the group en joyed  i t  ( t hou .h  most were bo red
with i t  ) .

That third week we aga in  had a gene ra l  mee t ing  to d i s cus s  somr
of t e problems of the s choo l .  The night be fo re ,  I had a sked
Pro f i t  (A la . )  That he was going  to do a f t e r  graduat ion .  He r ep l i ed
that he had been i n t end ing  to go no r th ,  but now he r ea l i zed  i t  was
ju s t  as bad there so he was gonna s t ay  in Alabana and fight i t  t he re .

This l ed  to a d i s cus s ion  of Chicago and the  Chicago  k id s .  Prof i t
was l iv ing  with the l e ade r  of the Chica  o "gang"  and sa id  he ’d  been
t a lk ing  to the Chica. o k ids  and ,  ha ng been in a gang h imse l f  in
Se lma ,  he unde r s tood  some of t he  th ings  that ver happen ing .  He
ta lked  about  the problems t ha t  ex i s t  in a home where the mother and
fa ther  are bo th  out of the house  most of the time and of t he f i gh t s
that go on between the p " r en t s  when they are home. He s a id  the
r ea son  the gang w?- so t ight  was tha t  they d idn ’ t  have anyone e l s e
so they had to  make sure they kept each o the r .  H© t a lked  about
some of the "be t te r - than-you"  a t t i t udes  of t he  other  k ids  in the
schoo l .  I sugges t ed  he ca l l  a mee t ing  the next morning to  d i s cus s
some of these  things with the o the r  k id s .  He wasn ' t  surd at  f i r s t
whether the Chicago kids  should be i nc luded  in the mee t ing  s ince
might shut some of the k ids  up.  Later  he t a lked  to one of die other
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kids and they dec ided  that i twould  be unfair  t o  exclude the  Chicego
guys s ince  the mee t ing  cou ld  give the guys a chance  to  express  their
f ee l i ngs  about  the whole thing and the mee t ing  cou ld  be a l ea rn ing
for  a l l  conce rned .

The next morning,  Profit cha i red  the mee t ing  and i t  ended up
with peop le  walking out or be ing put out by Prof i t  because  they
were upse t t i ng  the mee t ing .  But some th ings  did become c l ea re r  '1
through the mee t ing  ( such  as the fea r  that  most of the k ids  had
of the the Chicago guys ) . The g roup talked again  about whether
co lo red  people  could eve r  expec t  t o s t i ck  together  if  this  small
group cou ldn ' t  even do i t .  Some k ids  f e l t  that you just  don ' t
ta lk  to  people  you don ' t  l i ke ;  you s t ay  away from them and then  there
won ' t  be any f i gh t s .  But o thers  f e l t  th i s  was t he  easy way ou t .  At
one po in t ,  somebody s a id ,  " I f  you don ' t  l ike  somebody,  don ' t  a s so -
c i a t e  with h im,"  to  which P ro f i t  answered ,  "Then how do you l ea rn
from them if you don ' t  a s soc i a t e  w i th  them?" The g i r l  r ep l i ed ,
"Whatever they  know wi l l  be wr i t t en  down in h i s to ry ,  anyway."  Prof i t
gc hot and anstirered, "Oh, g i r l ,  you know h i s to ry  a in ' t  never to ld
no th in '  r igh t ,  ye t i "

The meet ing  even tua l ly  degenera ted  in to  a ye l l ing  match but
i t  showed how l i t t l e  the Chicago guys fe l t  a part  of t he  f reedom
school  and i t  showed,  t oo ,  that  un l e s s  something could  be done to
make them f ee l  a pa r t ,  t hey  would comple te ly  des t roy  i t .

Charlie cobb was in t roduced  jus t  be fo re  the mee t ing  broke up
and happily turned i t  in a pos i t i ve  d i r ec t i on  aga in  by t a lk ing
about a workshop he ' d  jus t  been to • for  the Freedom Corps in Mis-
s i s s ipp i .  He sa id  that  the re ,  t oo ,  the kids were fighting among
themselves and that in the workshop they f ina l ly  dec ided  3 th ings
and he wro t e  them on the boaud "Niggers  can ' t  get toghefc"U4

ge r s  can ’ t  s t i ck  toge ther"  a id  3) "Niggers  a in ' t  sh i t " .  He then
asked  the k ids  how they fe l t  about  the  s t a t emen t s .  They s t a r t ed
ta lk ing about their  op in ions  of what he ' d  wr i t ten  and begai desc r ib -
ing some of their exper iences  in  their  hometowns to  prove or d i sprove
the s t a t emen t s .  Tdking about home and common expe r i ences  s e rved  to
br ing  them back together  a l i t t l e  and we broke fo r  lunch.

That third week we a l so  had Casey Hayden over  t o  iaalk about
the poor wh i t e s  she ' d  been  working w i th  in con junc t ion  with the
JOIN p ro j ec t  on Ch icago ' s  nor ths ide .  She r e l a t ed  very we l l  to tho
kids  and got  over some of the hangups they had in l i s t en ing  to a
white pe r son  with a southern accen t  ta lk ing  abou t  poor whi tes  in
Ch icago .  She t a lked  about some of the problems of o rgan iz ing  poor
whi tes  — the main one be ing  that they had no movement to r e l a t e  to
and be pa r t  of the way Negroes  d id .  The k ids  unde r s tood  t h i s  and
under s tood ,  t oo ,  when she spoke of the d i f f i cu l ty  of ge t t i ng  poor
whi tes  and Negroes  together .  The k ids  t a lked  about some of t he" r
own f ee l i ngs  t owards  whi tes  and pa r t i cu la r ly  poor wh i t e s .  They ~aid
poor wh i t e s  were always the ones who gave the most t r oub le ,  and t hn t
i t  wou 1d be d i f f i cu l t  to ge t  over the bad f ee l i ngs  each s ide  had for
the o the r .
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Sometime du . ing  the l a t t e r  par t  of the Chicago s e s s ion ,  we
a l so  had a d i s cus s ion  of v io l ence  and nonv io lence .  They t a lked
about i t  in  terms of on add off the p i cke t  l i ne ,  Dinez (Cambr idge ,
Md.) s a id  she used i t  only as a t a c t i c  fo r  the cameras ,  Hone of t he
kids iho  spoke had taken nonv io l ence  as a phi losophy.
Most of t he  Chicago k ids  t a lked  abou t  v io l ence  in the i r  terms - -  you
hi t  f i r s t  to  keep from ge t t ing  h i t  yourse l f .  But a t  one po in t  Butch
(Ch icago )  s a id  he fought on the b lock  because  there was nothing
really to fight fo r ,  but oh the l i ne  he was nonv io len t  because  he
was f i gh t ing  for  something.  This d i s cus s ion  on v io l ence  grew out of
a workshop tha t  Charl ie  had been conduc t ing  on educa t ion  and the
kinds of things t hey ’d  like to  s ee  taught  in the i r  s choo l s  i f  they
could d e termine the curriculum. They dec ided  on the usual  sub j ec t s - -
math, a r t ,  Engl i sh  — with the add i t i on  of Negro and Af r i can  h i s to ry .
That d i s cus s ion  went on for awhile prompted by cha r l i e ’ s  ques t i ons .
Then he s topped a sk ing  any. For a few moments there was jus t  s i l ence
andsomeone  asked why he wasn ’ t  a sk ing  any more ques t i ons .  He sa id
because  he had no more ques t i ons  to a sk .  They t r i ed  to get  him to
ask some more a e st  ions  and a gain  he s a id  he r ea l l y  d idn ’ t  have any
more.  There  was genera l  murmuring and some embar ra s sed  laughter
and then one of the kids  to ld  him to say something and Charl ie  wrote
that on the boa rd :  "Say some th ing . "  F ina l ly  one of the  k id s ,  D inez ,
s a id ,  "Okay,  I ’ ve got a ques t i on ,  What things do you lile most in
the f r eedom schoo l?"  When Pat (S t .  Lou i s )  s a id  she l iked  the work-
shops bes t ,  she  was asked what top ic  she would l ike to  t a lk  about in
them and she sa id  nonv io l ence .  I t  was then  that t hey  got in to  the
above-ment ioned  d i s cus s ion .

The day  be fo re  we l e f t  Ch icago ,  there was a major  blow-up in
the even ing  with the members of the  "gang"  (which will  be d i s cus sed
l a t e r ) .  The i n t e r e s t i ng  thing about i t  was that we were warned of
i t s  coming when Sherman (Ch icago )  wrotg a poem on the board that
a f t e rnoon .  Sherman was a k id  in the "gang"  who never  seemed to  be
around when f i gh t s  broke ou t .  I t  was a' s i f  he d idn ’ t  want to  be
put in a pos i t i on  of f ight ing with the gang ag ins t  the r e s t  of the
schoo l ,  but yet  he a l so  cou ldn’ t  a f fo rd  to be aga ins t  them e i the r
so he just  wasn ’ t  around when things s t a r t ed  happen ing .  That a f t e r -
noon, he s t a r t ed  wr i t i ng  down 10 t imes  in a l i ne :  "Niggers  are .
‘Then he (and l a t e r  Butch)  f i l l ed  in t he  b l anks  wi th  the ad j ec t i ve s :
ha t e fu l ,  l oveab le ,  de s t ruc t i ve ,  P0 rBRFUL, greedy,  mas t e r fu l ,  GREAT,
COOL, cunning ,  b r a iny ,  cho icey ;  and f ina l ly ,  "Niggers  are where i t  » ,:i
at  1 " But then ,  a l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  he wro t e :

Tombstone time
Graveyard mind
Were the French Counts
And don’ t  mind dying
All for  one and
One fo r  a l l
Div ided  we s t and
Together  we f a l l .

Some of us t a lked  about  the ominous tone  of the  poem but tho'igjit
nothing more abou t  i t .  That night the blowup came. The next n igh t ,
a f t e r  a p i cn i c  on the g rounds  of the Museum of Sc i ence ,  we l e f t  fo r
Corde l e ,  hav ing  spent  three weeks in Ch icago .
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CORDELE

We lef t  for Cordele l a t e  Thursday ni ht by bus and arrived l e t*
Friday n igh t .  •i* together ,  twenty-five kids went to  Corde l e .  We took
only 2 guys from Chicago and those  two weren’ t  members of t he "gang" .
I sometires wonder the d i f fe rence  a p lace  like Corde le  would have
made in the Chicago kids but we fel t  i t  was too risky to try i t .
Through prior arrangement x-i th  the Presbyter ian Church, we had

secured the use of Gi l lespie  -Selden Center  and the 2 rooms of the
Voca t iona l  Building back of the Cen te r ,  -‘11 th is  was done over the
strenuous ob j ec t i on  of Mr. Brown, superintendent  of the  Cente r .  The
next day was spent t ak ing  the g roup  to their  homes and taking sho r t
" tours"  of the town, "gu ided"  by some of the loca l  k id s .  Before the
tours we had a general s e s s ion  where Earl  (Corde l e )  talked about his
home and s ome of the  things the movement had been do ing  there .  We
also  gave a br ie f  run-down of what had been happening in the res t
of Southwest Georgia (Baker County and Americus x sre erupt ing then ) .
That nigjit we t a lked  abou t  t he  demonstrat ion that was to g o on at tie
s t a t e  park the next day (Sunday) ,  and asked if they wanted to pa r t i -
c ipa t e .  AH but one dec ided  to go and so,  a f ter  canvass ing  the
churches in the morning w i th  s are of the k id s ,  we went to  the pa rk .
No rea l  trouble there except fo r  th rea t s  from groups of young whi tes .
After  the kids f in i shed  swimming in the pool ,  we l e f t .

The next day a grand- jury hearing had been s cheduled to hear
charges against  Rev. Abbott  ( s t a t i oned  in Cordele by the Church as
ne diary between us and Mr , .Brovn) .  He’ been charged with obscen i ty
by the female manager of the  local restaurant during a demonstration
there .  The freedom school  group went to the courthouse but the
hear ing  d idn ’ t  get i n to  open cour t .  Later  that  morning we had a
d i scus s ion  of t r i a l s  the k ids  had been par t  of or had w i tnes sed .
The Philadelphia guys talked about  1he kangeroo'  court  they had b een
sen tenced  by after  one of them had been bea t en ,  fol lowing a demon-
s t r a t i on .  That got us on to the sub j ec t  of what s choo l s  use to
s top  teenagers  f rom p ar t i  cipat  ing in the movement. The kids from
Alabama ta lked  about the coope ra t i on  they ’d  go t t en  from school
o f f i c i a l s  main ly ,  they s a id ,  because  the kids  were un i t ed  and a l so
because K ing ' s  p r e sence  made i t  e a s i e r  for  the  teachers  to suppart
the movement. The kids  from Mis s i s s ipp i  t a lked  about  the d i f f icu l ty
of organiz ing  the kids at their schoo l ,  in the face of threats  of
ei ther  not graduating or of f a i l i ng .  Ca r r i e (Ala . )  sa id  they had
no t roub le  with that  in Montgomery, s ince  the top footba l l  player. ' ,
at  the i r  school were in the movement. The players were usually able
to "conv ince"  most s tudents  to pa r t i c ipa t e .  The g roup  dec ided  that
the one way to p ro tec t  yourself aga ins t  i n t imida t ion  by schoo l  of-
f i c i a l s  was to o rgan ize .

We continued t alking a bout schoo l  boyco t t s  and how t hey’ re
organized .  The Chicago k ids  s t a r t ed  tai  king a bout t he i r  boycot t
and the  pressures  that were used aga ins t  them. The t opic seemed
to b e one which really i n t e r e s t ed  everyone and they en joyed  l i s t e r -
ingto the experiences each had had with some of t he  same problems.
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The group had seen a "white only" s ign  above a foun ta in  at  a
nea rby  gas s t a t i on  and z f t e r  the d i s cus s ion ,  went t o  t e s t  i t .  The
usual  scene  ensued :  s t a t i on  a t tendant  en t e r s  vi th  gun, other wh i t e s
gather ,  l oca l  cop a r r i ve s ,  white pokes one of our kids wttih gun,
whi tes  sp i t  on few of k id s ,  s t a f f  member (John Love) goes down with
k ids  to s wear out w arrant . The "white only"  s ign  was cove red  over
fol lowing the i nc iden t .

On Tuesday the grouo aga in  went to court  for  a l i t t l e  while
and aga in  a l l  p roceed ings  took p l ace  beh ind  c lo sed  doo r s .  That
morn ing ,  we had a r ea l l y  good d i s cus s ion  on jus t  bout e verything.
I ’ l l  go over  a few of the things which were cove red .  I had asked
His sman ,  a l oca l  guy, to exp l a in  what wouldbe  cove red  in the mass
mee t ing  tha t  n igh t .  He men t ioned  the b i - r ac i a l  commit tee  to which
the 2 '0 people  at  the previous  week’s  mee t ing  had e l ec t ed  6 r ep -
r e sen t a  i ve s .  a l so  men t ioned  that  a guy f ran the gove rnmen t ’ s
Community Re l a t i ons  Department  was in town,  ’’e t a lked  about the
role  of appease r  which the Re la t i ons  men usual ly  play in a s i t ua t i on
like Corde l e .  Profi t  s a id ,  "Sure ,  t hey ' r e  only t rying to  s low you
dovn . The b i - r ac i a l  commit tee  w i l l  never work . "  Hissmai s a id  we
should wait and see - -  that  i t  might .  s a id  i t  depended  on who
was on i t ,  and tha t  Corde le  had only one "tom" on t he i r s .  Dinez
(Cambr idge)  s t a r t ed  t a lk ing  a bout the b i - r ac i a l  commit tee  which
was ca l l ed  fo r  in Cambridge when i t  began e rup t ing .  She s a id ,
"We had no ’ t oms '  on ou r s ,  but i t  s t i l l  d idn ’ t  work - -  i t  was never
suppose  TEo. I t  was just  suppose t o ’ge t  the niggers off t he  s t r ee t s ’ .
Af t e r  that  happened and promises  were made from the whi te  s i de ,  i t
took months before  anything got done .  And when i t  did get done , i t
was only a quarter  of what had been p romised .  The few more jobs we
got were jus t  •K-CAW jobs .  The b i - r ac i a l  commi t t ee ,  meen ih i l e ,  had
s topped  mee t ing  s ince  i t  had no power anyway. Rober t  Kennedy came
down and p romised  a lo t ,  but when he l e f t ,  every th ing  was the same
as i t  had been be fo re  he came."

We t a lked  a l so  about the hous ing  in the no r th .  Someone sa id
i t  w as because  people  d idn ’ t  care a bout t he  way the i r  houses  l ooked .
Ora (Ru lev i l l e ,  Mis s . )  s a id  the r ea son  peop le  ca red  in the south
was because  they owned t he i r  own p l aces ,  but in the nor th ,  no one
owned any th ing .  Carr ie  (Montgomery, A la . )  s a id  she thought people
were just  c l eane r  in the sou th ,  to which Rabbi (Chicago)  s a id  that
i t  was imposs ib l e  to try and take ca re  of any p lace  in Chicago
s ince  the ga rbge  man d idn ' t  come by but a few t imes each month and
s ince  the landlords  never made any r epa i r s .  He s a id ,  "Peop le  are
so s tacked and c r .mped  t oge the r ,  no one can keep thei r  p l ace  c l ean , "
Sherron then gave a typ ica l  example of what i t  took to ge t  someth ing
done a t  an apartment  house on 117 th  S t r ee t  in New York.

The g roup  was very i n t e r e s t ed  in the s to ry  and we got onto the
whole ques t ion  of whan you p ro t e s t  t o .  Martha Kocel (who had come
down for  the Corde le  s e s s ion )  then r e l a t ed  acase  which she had
wi tnes sed  where a guy t r i ed  to p ro t e s t  a case  of po l i ce  b ru t a l i t y
aga ins t  another  guy and got bea t en  h imse l f .  We t a lked  abou t  what
happens  in a c i t y  when an ind iv idua l  p ro t e s t s  - -  that

Chief Ass -wipe r
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the  c i t y  is  r ea l l y  drily three t ened  by numbers and by the v i s i -
b i l i t y  of t hose  numbers .  H e got back on the Sub jec t  of De t ro i t  and
t a lked  about  the f ac t  that although 76 of the Negro dropouts  there
have no jobs ;  70;? of Negroes  with d ip lomas  a l so  have no jobs .
Jackie  (Chicago)  sa id  her  own ga rbage  man was a co l l ege  grad wi th  a
f luency in French .  3ud (P ine  Huff ,  Ark. )  then asked why the guy
d idn ’ t  p ro t e s t  fo r  a be t t e r  job and Jack ie  asked how one man a lone
cou ld  do tha t  e f f ec t i ve ly .  Ca r r i e  (hon tgemery ,  A la . )  t o ld  Bud that
he could graduate from co l l ege  and 2D years  from now he wou ldn ' t
have any be t t e r  job than she had w i th  her  high schoo l  d ip loma .  She
sa id  d ip lomas  meant very l i t t l e  when you were b l ack ,  accept  fo r  a
few.  Martha men t ioned  the peop le  who s ta rve  everyday in De t ro i t
because  of lack of p roper  d i e t .  Bud sa id  they should  have come
south and go t t en  a job.  Rabbi r ep l i ed ,  "For -.’’3.00 d da r?"  We
then began to  t a lk  about  the need as wel l  as the nonexis tence  of
a la rge - sca l e  o rgan iz ing  e f for t  in the north s imilar  to  that  wh ich
i s  be ing  done in the sou th .  — that  the  coun t ry  t r i ed  to  po in t  to the
south as  the problem are?  fo r  Negroes  in o rder  t o cove r  up the s imi -
la r  but more sub t l e  p rob lems  in the no r th .

Somewhere in there  we a l so  t a lked  about Ch icago ' s  po l i t i c a l
machine and the graf t  and co r rup t ion  that ex i s t s  dur ing  e l ec t i on
(bo th  J ack i e  end Rabbi had worked on the campaign to  ove r tu rn  Daw-
son in 1961 | ) .  Jack ie  ta lked  abou t  the ways in which poor peop le
are na de aware of the f ac t  tha t  they can e a s i l y  be t aken  off wel-
f a r e  i f  they vote the "wrong way" and t h ' t  t he re  are ways of f i nd -
ing out how people  vo t e ,  as wel l  as of i nva l ida t i ng  the "wrong vo t e s " .
She t a lked  of the f ix ing  of mach ines  and the buying of vo t e s  and
then  s a id ,  "In the sou th ,  white fo lks  k i l l  the vote wi th  guns ;  in
the north they k i l l  i t  w i th  ch icken  and w ine . "

At some point  inthere P ro f i t  f i na l l y  s a id  ( exp re s s ing  h i s
whole despe ra t ion  at  r ea l i z ing  he cou ld  no l onge r  e scape  to t he
no r th ) ,  "Le t ' s  just  blow the whole  wor ld  up" ,  and Ca r r i e  r epea t ed
that  now immortal ph ra se ,  "Yeah, if  we can ' t  s i t  at the welcome
tab l e  wi th  'gm, we ' l l  blow the fuck in '  l egs  off i t  I" This  was
the i r  way of s ay ing ,  "All  r i gh t ,  now we know the no r th ' s  as bad
as the south — but where dove go from he re?"  I t  was then  that
Martha t a lked  about the need for  o rgan ize r s  in the nor th  such as
those  working in the sou th ,  but in an even grea te r  number.  That
one of the problems with the north was that no one was do ing  the
kind of o rgan iza t i on  thebe that was be ing  done in the sou th .  Car-
rie and Prof i t  then s a id  t ha t  they would agree  to go nor th  end f ix
th ings  up a f t e r  they got through wi th  Alabama. And I t h ink  tha t
was impor t an t .  For i t  showed that they now unders tood  t ha t  they
cou ldn ' t  excape i t .  They r ea l i zed  tha t  the way ‘ to f ight  i t  was by
s tay ing  home and grappling wi th  i t  t he re .  And, most impor tan t ,
they had r e t a ined  the hope w i th  vh i ch  t o  do t h i s .

That night we went t o  the mass mee t ing .  The Community Re-
l a t i ons  guy was there a nd expla ined  that ths r ea son  the mee t ing
of the b i - r ac i a l  commi t t ee  had been  ca l l ed  off was because  he and
the c i t y  were both con fused  about  who r ea l l y  r ep re sen t ed '  the Negro
peop le  of Corde l e .  Some other peop le  l a t e r  spoke ,  a l so ,  in r ega rd
to the Commit tee .

The
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The next  morn ing  we had a d i s cus s ion  on the mass mee t ing  and
the ro l e s  the va r ious  peop le  had p layed ( i . e .  the Community Re l a t i ons
man, a l oca l  t e ache r ,  and some other loca l  people  who had spoken ) .
Somebody sa id  there  was a need to negot ia te  and. P ro f i t  answered ,
"Why nego t i a t e?  They know what you want a l r eady .  Demonstra te  t oday ;
nego t i a t e  tomorrow.  ' e ' v e been wa i t i n ’  s ince  1619 — we ' r e  not gonna
wait  no l onge r . "  We t a lked  about  how you work around " toms" .  Some
kids  sugges t ed  that you t r ea t  them the same as you t rea t  white fo lks - -
as your enemy. Someone e l s e  s a id  you t ry  and conv ince  them to think
your way. And then somebody said,  he f e l t  tha t  if  you had enough
community suppor t  you d idn ' t  have to  worry about " toms" because  then
they cou ldn ' t  do anything anyway.  ”e then t a lked  b r i e f ly  about  how
you get  community suppor t .  Host f e l t  that  you got i t  by " t a lk ing
to  enough people  about  some th ing  so t ha t  they unders tend i t  the same
way you do."

Later  in the a f t e rnoon ,  Sherron Jackson and John Love gave a
workshop on S lack  Na t iona l i sm .  I t  was more or l e s s  a h i s to ry  of
Black Na t iona l i sm  up through the p r e sen t  Muslim movement. Sherron
t a lked  about this  and abou t  i t s  i n t e rna l  o rgan iza t i on ,  as wel l  as
i t s  con t r ad i c t i ons .  v.'e got i n to  a d i s cus s ion  of the orthodox Moslem
re l ig ion  and Sherron sang one of the prayers  used in the Moslem se r -
v i ce .  I t  was one of the few t imes  that i t  was quie t  enough to hear
a pin drop .  Afterward she de sc r ibed  what t he  words mean t .  We then
t a lked  b r i e f ly  dD out how b lack  peop le  are  used aga ins t  each o ther
and then broke up.

The next day we went to  Americus  fo r  the demons t r a t i ons .  Un-
fo r tuna t e ly ,  they had be : n pos tponed  because  of the white boy ' s
dea th .  We were t o ld  upon a r r i va l  to go out and preach nonv io l ence
to the local  f o lk .  We then dec ided  that the k ids  should have an
o r i en t a t i on  by the SNCC guys on the p ro j ec t .  Al l  was wel l  un t i l
Mahone s a id  the moratorium had be n ca l l ed  to give the  cops some
time to f i nd  the k i l l e r s .  The kids s t a r t ed  shout ing at him and
Car r i e  s a id ,  "The ■white fo lks  never  c a l l ed  a moratorium when Jim-
mie Lee J ackson  was k i l l ed" ,  and one of t he  g i r l s  from Mis s i s s ipp i
ch ined  in ,  "And they d idn ’ t  c a l l  one fo r  James Chaney ,  e i t he r . "
O e o f  the white  l ega l  s t a f f e r s  then s a id  that Mahone had only  meant
that i t  was just  out of due r e spec t  to a dea th  — white or b l ack .
This  brought on the same kind of r e sponse  f rom the k id s .  - re were a
able to  get most of the kicls to canvas s  by expla in ing  that  i n s t ead
of preaching nonv io l ence ,  they should t a lk  about  t he  boyco t t  and
that  n igh t ' s  mass mee t ing  and t ry  an f ee l  out how the community
fe l t  about  the whole thin •. Most ag reed  to do t h i s .

Sometime l a t e r  we found about  10 of the k ids  ou t s ide  the
Freedom Cen te r  a rguing  wi th  2 SCOPE people  abou t  l e ade r sh ip .  As
we a r r i ved ,  one of the SCOPE kids  a sked  i f  they  d idn ' t  think Dr. King
was the i r  l e ade r .  Dinez ye l l ed ,  "Ke l l ,  nol I 'm my own l eade r . "
I t  s t a t ed  ge t t i ng  kinda sp i r i t ed  and Dinez sugges t ed  they ca r ry  i t
? . n s ide ,  where they ca r r i ed  i t  i n to  a d i s cus s ion  of v io l ence  and
what i t  would mean to have an armed revol t  in th i s  coun t ry .  We
went to  the mass mee t ing  that night and then back to Corde l e .

The next day — Friday - -  the k id s  l e f t  fo r  home.



— 11 Residential Freedom School

Well ,  I gues s  we now get to Lhc ovn in . i t  i on pnp t .  A nd maybe I
Id s imply l i s t  what I l e a rned  from the whole tiling, in the  f oxm of
anime ndat i  ons , But be fo re  I do t ha t ,  I ’d  l i ke  t oe  l a in  a l i t t l e

about some of the  f ight ing which went on and the r ea sons  f or i t ,
one t h ing ,  I don ’ t  hink i t  cou ld  have been avo ided .  Given the

ua t ion  - -  hot days (and the i nc iden t s  a lways  occur red  on the ho t -
days ) , the ghet to ,  the Chicago guys ( fo r  whom v io l ence  was a
of l i f e  and the answer  to any th ing  they d idn ' t  unde r s t and ,  which

ohis case was u s ) ,  a id  the t ens ion  which every  kid the re  had,  (as
i su l t  of l i v ing  24 hours a day in pure he l l  ) — the f ights  were
. ' i t ah le .  Unfor tuna te ly ,  I hadn ' t  f o r seen  the inevi table  and was
:en and con fused  when i t  occu r r ed ,  I 'm wr i t i ng  th i s  so tha t  o thers
L understand i t  when i t  happens .

Fights  would s t a r t  over sma l l  t h ings :  because  someone pushed
nst someone e l s e  ( e i t he r  in fun or in an a t t emp t  to s t a r t  some-
g) ,-  because  a coup le  of guys’ roughhousing h? ■ suddenly become
ous,  and because  of o rd inary ,  everyday pe r sona l i t y  c l a shes .

But in ta lk ing to someone about  the f i gh t s  I was made to r ea l -
tha t  there was someth ing  pos i t i ve  which came out of them. For
l igh t ing  made the sou thern  kids  r ea l i ze  t ha t  the kids  they were
_ng from Chicago  were much d i f f e r en t  from the k ids  they knew at
, And through l iving in the ghe t to  they eventua l ly  unders tood
:hese  d i f f e r ences  ex i s t ed .  They unde r s tood  what t he  a tmosphe re
nor thern  ghet to  w i l l  do to a kid — because  they f ound t hemse lves

it up in t h i s  same a tmosphere ,  r eac t i ng  in the same v io l en t  man-
ha t  the Ch icago  k ids  did to c e r t a in  s i t ua t i ons .  I t ’ s  a shame

I that unde r s t and ing  had to  come in such a t rdhat ic  manner for
: ids  (and the s t a f f )  but i t  did come and that was good .

I guess I should a l so  men t ion  what we wanted to come out of the
I 1 when we p l anned  i t  so that  my recommendat ions  have some frame-
I Br i e f ly ,  we f e l t  that he southern k ids  should see what the
I . was r ea l ly  l i ke  fo r  Uegroes ,  We f e l t  that  some of the hope
I the sou thern  k ids  had about  doing something c o change the i r
I t i on  would rub off  on the northern kids  they  met st the s choo l ,
I so f e l t  tha t  through the r ea l i za t i on  on the pa r t  of a l l  the k ids
I the t same mam was on the back of a l l  Megroes - -  north and south  —
I come a bond which would a l l ow  for  some f ee l i ng '  of un i ty  among
I ids  and perhaps some uni ty  of a c t i on .  T’e knew, t oo ,  that they
I l ea rn  from each other  about many d i f f e r en t  th ings  if they were
I the oppor tuni ty  of t a lk ing  toge the r .

I ’e p l aced  the f i r s t  s e s s ion  in Ch icago  because  i t  would a l low h
I >uthem kids to see a northern ghetto . f i rs t -hand,  and the second
H m in Corde le  because  i t  would a How the nor thern k ids  th i s
I oppor tun i ty  in terms of the south.

H o, now fo r  the r ecommenda t ions :

■ put the RFS on the sou ths ide  of Ch icago  for  3 weeks was, as
■ neone put i t ,  l ike  t rying to have a s t f f  mee t ing  in McComb.
■ I had i t  ta  do over again ,  I would make the  s t ay  on the south-
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McComb kids  had in Ha r l em.  i r e d idn ' t  r ea l i ze  the impor tance  of
the f ac t  tha t  there  is  no o rgan ized  group  l ike  HARYOU on the
sou ths ide  tha t  the k ids  could  f i t  i n to .  TTe brought movement
k ids  t o  a p l ace  where there was no movemen +’ and whe re  the i r
f r u s t r a t i ons  ' at what they s aw could  have no cons t ruc t ive  ou t -
l e t .  And so ,  the k id s  werehomesidk,  not only fo r  home , but fo r
the movement and ac t i on  which they were part  of at  home. , r hat
happened  to the k ids  was tha t  the nega t iv i sm of the ghe t to  brought
out the very worse in  them.

= Tha t ’ s  ma in ly  what I l e anned  from the s choo l .  ’ Te l e f t  F r iday ,
August 6, because  i t  seemed that  the k ids  needed  to  g e t  back home
and t h ink  about  what had happened  at the s choo l .*

I think we l ea rned ,  t oo ,  in  Chicago  tha t  e ’ve  e i the r  got to
learn  howtowark  with the guys off the b lock  or we shou ldn ' t  mess
with ’em - -  ' c ause  th i s  i n -be tween  s tu f f  can get  ’ya near  k i l l ed
( speak ing  from exper ience  ) . ”e went i n to  the souths ide  t a lk ing
about  " f r eedom” ,  which to the southern k ids  meant the vo t e ,  educa -
t i on ,  e a t i ng  where you wan ted  to ,  e t c .  3ut " f r eedom"  to the south-
s ide  k ids  meant ge t t i ng  out of the ghet to  and they cou ldn ' t  r ea l ly
see how th i s  f i t  i n to  what the southern k ids  were ta  Iking doout - -
and you don ' t  get  out of the ghet to  with nonv io l ence .  So the i r
r eac t i on  to us was one of con fus ion  and not-understa .  nd ing  which
they t r i ed  to hit out aga ins t .

But I think the Chicago k ids  got something out of t he  whole
expe r i ence ,  t oo .  I once a sked  Sherman (Ch icago )  a f t e r  a gene ra l
s e s s ion ,  what he thought of t he s e s s ion .  He sa id  he l iked i t  and
I a sked  if  he thought anything had been dec ided .  He s a id ,  "No,"
but I l ike l i s t en ing  to  the th ings  people  s a id  during i t " .  See ,
I t h ink  maybe one of t he  th ings  that happened  to the Chicago  kids
was that the f ac t  that  black peop le  were r ea l ly  f i gh t ing  in the
south became more r ea l  to  them — and i t  becane r ea l  through the
k ids  they met who were a pa r t  of t ha t  f igh t .  Prof i t  said he some-
t imes  had long t a lk s  a t  night wi th  Butch,  H i l l a ry  and some of the
o ther  k ids  from the ' ang .  Tie s a id  he l e a rned  a lo t  from these
t a lk s  and i t ' s  pos s ib l e  that  Butch and Hi l la ry  l ea rned  some th ing ,
too .  Ilaybe the hope P ro f i t  s t i l l  had t ha t  he could  do someth ing
to get " the  man" off h i s  back  got pa s sed  on to them.

As the kids l e f t  that  night f rom Corde l e ,  t hey  t a lked  of
doing i t  aga in  next  summer. Because ,  I think, they r ea l i zed  ih at
they had l ea rned  th ings  from each o the r ,  and,  more important ly ,
they r ea l i zed  tha t  they cou ld  l ea rn  from e ' ch  o the r .

- Judy R icha rdson
SNCC




