This must be the start of the new dey to come. Rev. Sconiers (Mrs. Goodwin's
pastor) of St. Marks A.M.,E, Church will let us have a mass meeting there on %ﬂ%é?ﬁﬁ'

dey night.

Monday July 19, 1965

Early this morning leon received a call from the post master here in Troy. It
seems that wiXx some of oub pkmmpdet hand bills were put into mail boxes, and so
we owed the post office some money. This is the big day, registration day.

In Pike county a person can only register on the first and third monday of
each month. Sometime during the year, the county has open registration which
s;mply means, for five consecutive deys, a person can come in an register between
the hours of nine and four. That open registration took place the week before
we arrived. Only five people came down to register.

5 Ned and Ieon were stationed at the court house along with one of the work-
ers from Brundidge. People were there early and in an orderly fashion, but they
had to wait because a court was in session., By eleven o'clock there were nearly
two hundred people to be processed. As the people came in they were given numbers.
Mr. Gilechrist, the chief registras; told Leon thef would only be eble to process
about twenty of the people today. With a little mental pressure applied from
Ieon, fifty people were taken care of. Only nine passed. Mr, Gilchrist said he
was not autherized to give additional days, but that at a meeting in Monigomery which
was to teke place on Friday, emd h@ﬁfég to get extra days.mocdobmomeigge

Mr. Gilchrist said he was shook up to see so meny peopje there, and he would

try to get additional days for registration. ILeon in turn called the office and
told us not to bring any more people down, because they would not be processed.
This was around 11:00A,M,. The office was also told if individual people wanted
to come down, they could, but explain the situation to them. Mr Gilchrist was
told that we would march on the court house if we felt we were not given some
co=-operation, and by no means did we want to have demonstrations, but ifabacama

necessary we would.



This evening we had our first mass meeting in Troy. We had a much larger crowd
than we had anticipated. After the meeting Deacon Boyken, lrs Smith, and Deacon
Money got together and agreed to let us use Morning Star church for = mass meet-

ing. They were very pleased with Rev. Harroll and wanted to extend en invitation

to him and his wife to attend a gospel musical.

Tuesday July 20, 1965

This morning, we passed out hand bills in the West End section of town announcing
the mess meeting at St. Marks ehurch. we were suppose to canvas in the rural
areas, but our transportation failed to arrive. The remainder of the day was

spent clesning the house. Ieon paid the post master $2.00 for fifty hand bills
that were put in some mail boxes, and was warned not to let that happen agein.

Wednesday July 21, 1965

Ned, Jim, Willie, Eddie, and I canvased Orian, Seco, Montecello, Lindwood, China-
grove, and Shady Grove and returned home to go to the mass meeting im at St.

Merks church. Our next stop was Morning Star church for the musical.

Thursday July 22, 1965

We took as many volunteers as we could find and canvased the mmighimwrxkscomxifh
neighborhood to announce the mass meeting at Morning Star church the next even-

ing. Tonight we had a birthday party for Liz and a fairwell celebrestion for Ned.

Fridey Jily 23,1965
A very large attended our meeting at Morning Star church. Iiz went home for the

weekend.

Saeturday July 24, 1965

Ned Moore left for los Ageles with the understanding that he Jgggiﬁ:returnez by
‘I'LN
August 1, 1965 or*ﬂé'ahould stey in L.A.

¥Mr Gilchrist said he would let us know Wednesday if we could have all afkh%xt week

for registration.



Sunday July 25, 1965 |

Today we all attend different churches. Rev. Duncomb of St. Paul A,M,E, church
plans to talk with the steward board and will let us know via Mrs Fields on
tuesday if we might use the church for a meeting saturday. Den talked with

the deacons at Pethel Baptist church who were in favor or having a meeting there.
The deacons said they would talk with the pastor next sunday and would then let
ue know the results.

Mrs Mathews and her sister Mrs Smith invited us over for supper. Since we first
met them, they have been a tremandoua help to us, and they have aparently been

very active in the commun

it
Leok wed et L Hoitlond Al (Genzca. Cox ie.(f s a.sl(ecl Jﬁiz

Monday July 26 1965 mwﬁol{ m&i& 'N.ﬂ+ ma_Ke a-PPO{N’

Eddie, a volunteer worker from Brundidge, said someone called and said he would

be beaten up if he continued to carry those civil rights workers around.

Dan and I; along with two volunteers canvased Spring Hill. There is a church there
named Elan Baptist, and we telked with a deacon Larkin about using it for a meeting.
Sometime during the week someone had broken out the windows, and therefore he

seid he would hegitate to let us use it for eivil rights purposes. He said, how-
ever, he would go along wiinh whetever the chairman of the deacon board said,.

At Henderson we wanted to get the use of Mt. Zion church, and a William }McNeal

of Troy is to be contacted.

Deacon Seymore in Goshen suggested we bring Rev Harroll or Leon out to talk with
the deacon or the pastor who were holding out against the use of the church.
Another mass meeting in Brundidge tonight. Rev. Harroll said we are going to get

a car of our own tomorrow.

Tuesday, July,27th

leon and I went to talk with Deacon Seymore and Deacon Brantley. I do not believe
Deacon Brantley will change his mind, however we invited both deacons and their

wives to attend our next maese meeting.



Wednesday July 28, 1965

Mr., Gilchrist called to say we would be able to have the six extra days starting
tuesday. Later this aftternocon }Mr. Gilchi#ist called to say we would not have the
extra days or even monday our regular day because the new registration forms were
not ready, and they had no idea when they would be ready. Ieon told him that

he would not be responsible for the peoples actions now, and that he had been able
to keep things in check because it seemed that Troy was really trying to co-oper-
ate with us., Ieon said M'I'll leave it up to your imagenation what will happen
when our people find out'.

We called Pat in Brundidge, and arranged to meet early tomorrow morning to m=xp
plan the strategy for a merch on the court house monday end the following days

until better arrangements could be made for voter registration.

S Thursday July 29,1965

John drove Ieon and me to Brundidge. When we srrived there was a call for ILeon
from Troy. Mr Gilchrist wanted leon to come to & meeting with Judge Resves,

the Chief of Police, and himself. Pat and Leon drove back te Troy and aboul one
hour later called to say that registration would be on the reguler monday and

tuesday thru saturaday for extra days.

Friday July 30, 1965

Liz, Dan and I went canvasing in the morning. We had hand bills snnouncing mess
meetings at St. Paul forugzggggi and Morning Ster for tonight, We enb out again
in the early afternoon when a car came to take us to the outlying areas of Troy.
Tonight at Morning Star there were about sixty people and we took up our first

collection of & :

Saturday July 31, 1965
We sll canvased the commnity with handbills about registration day, and the

mass meeting tonight at St. Peul church. We went out ebout ;.19 afternoon sgain



had to say. If had said lets get up and march to jail, I feel they would have done
s0.

In the rural commnities, the whold family comes th the mass meetings. Because of
the simplicity of the church and its people, and the strange yet very moving
prayer snd response chaknting I sometimes feel the twentith century did'nt come by
here.

A car of our very own would be an invaluable aide. Several fellows have
been very helpful, but it is not the same as one of our own. Oft times when we are
ready for an early start, the drivers are late or sometimes dont show up at all.
When they are here bright and early we have something that must be taken care of

later in the day. Most of the time we dont get our moneys worth for the gas we buy.



ragixkxabimm five days or the week. As a rule our volunteers have been Liz Penn-
ington, Walters st,: John Henry Reyonlds, 412E. Gamble St. ( John has been
stayiﬁg at the freedom house for a couple of daye) and Frances Robinson, 417 Walters
St. Usually when we canvas, we used the kids in that imbwi=tm imediate neighbor-
hood to help us out. Tonight at St. Paul church, VMrs J. Harrell and Ieon Cutherz
were our speskers, There were aboubt sixty people present and the colléction was

¢ « leon and John Henry went around to the varous cafes and put up posters

about the xmrm comming election days,

August 1, 1965
Leon and John sttended Shiloh Faptist church, Liz ettended ¥ 1lst Baptist, snd I

attended Bethel church and a home commingf At all of the verous churches we told
them about the coming reglstrabion, and tried to obtein these churches for meetings.
ILeon went to another couhty to speak, and John, Liz, and I went to the evening
service at Beidmi Shiloh. Rev Smith said he would hold = neeting to see if the
majority in the church wanted to let us use the church for a meeting. Rev.

Harrell called and told Iiz to have her bags packed on wednesday and be ready to

go to Monroe County.

lugust 2, 1965

At the courthouse things went very smooth. The people were glven numbers as they
cere in, They kept the same numbers with them when they finished being processed.
We took their name, address, city, and the amount of education ky= kym they had.
When they came out we checked them off our list whether they passed or falled.
For the day 47 passed, and 5 failed.

Rev. Harrell took Daniel Thompson to Clayton (Barbomacounty) ila.to work.

August 3, 1965

Jonh Henry Reyonlds father beat him with en ax hendle because of his affiliation
with us. John now lives at the Scope Fouse,with Leon. At the court house this

morning all was going well, then Ieon left for Clayton where they were prepariug



e werch to the court house. After leon left, the regestrars slowed down to 2
snails pace, and skmxksdxfaidimgxx failed about sevent in a row. One of the last
people they falled wzs a college graduate, There were a few unfriendly words
exchanged between the registra and the Scope workers, and finally leon arrived.
Leon wes told the whole story and he talked with Mr Gilehrist, and Judge Reeves
agein, Today 4R passed end 1 failed

Meanwhile we hed to have our lonch at the drug stores down town, and so far all
has gone well, Today we went to Byrd's.

Tonight we had the best meeting since we have been here. The speakers were

our volunteers,John H. Reyonlds; Ethel Brooks from Camcon; and Ieon ., There were
ebout one hundred people packed in the church and the collection was

Vrs Marrell and Jim came to teke Elizebeth Sharburger beck with them. Pat
Sweeney took a plane for Los Angeles, Calif, today.

Wednesday 4, 1965

Early this morning handbills were given oub gbout the mass meeting at Bethel

church. The day went very smooth at the court house.

Thursday 5, 1965

Today Iiz Pennington, and Elaine Warren ceme down to the court house to help out
with the registration., Ethel Brooks came from Camden to speak at our meeting.
After the meeting we elected officers for the new
The officers are: lirs Johnnie Mae Warren Pres.

Mr. Chsrles Stringer Vice Pres.

Miss Brenda Smith Sec.

Mr, Charles Terry Tres.
Ve Scope workers will meet with the new officers and any other people of the
community on Monday Aug. 9th at 7:30, to get acquainted and explain exactly what
we have been doing and to bring them to the point where they can take over the

work.

rridey fugust 6, 1965

Our meeting seem to help, because more people are coming down. The registrars are

‘woking much faster. Today 92 passed end 3 failed. One~ hundered« xﬂ.ﬂf were Ggloen
Numhere, f



We were 21l excited about the new RIEMEUEBIXBIE Voting Righis Bill,

Saturday August 7, 1965

BY ¥EXHETER This morning at 8:15 there were about fifty people in the
in the court room when we arrived, By 10:30 auvont two hundred people
were there. We only gave numbexrs ® Those people who could read and
write sufficently well to pass the literacy test. The remainder of
the pzople were asked to be patient. Refore the registrars coula use
he simplified form, they must receive offical notice from the state
of Algbga:z, 7There was no notice on saturday, snd so only those people

whe zould read and write were processed., There were ninety-six regis-—

Sincs the court house is located down town and there are no eating
facilities dn 1it, we have bteen eating in the local downtown drugstores.
The firsv five days tihere were no incidents, and yesterday two fellows
returned bto the first drugstore we went to. The manager of tne store ask

asked John{Negro) to step outside so that the people in the store could

ot come fresh alr, John refused to move. Tne manager Then said his

decg would be fed before they would be served, John got angry but the

2

cther fellow, uike, was able to calm him down suffieiently to prevent a

sceno, The manager preceeded to wait on theu after serving everyouae 1u

Seney Starks, the oldest son of Nrs Starks( ores. of prundiage Civie
Club; wes Iirec Lrvuw K18 jow vecause ne drove those Meivil rignis work-
erg" &rouuc. On londasy e wes tolu ne coutu puviis hagve his jou, 1t ue
wauveu b0 g0 back. He choge not o0 go vack, and found another Jjob witan

8 wegro corpendcer. vThe pay was vester and bthe hours were snoiter,

suncay August o, lyou

7{,\5 LR Qﬁf’mf Lea,\, ‘:‘ 1(2: O)C_Q_p—g 1- ~Lc~ Sew ﬁe aowjo( s-hmmja_m[e ‘LA.?
people N o;,m.K —!" Ell c@,,(_p\—{‘ alLs e cUlol r\-@caﬁs'ir‘er\ oM Sl u;,, he_\f
uu{—'l-{'L O BamLefg-f: @Jm.ra were a Kev A e Fhe mnesten
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o 1o i (DS

ey oEmLy ) Shboweme . 1 abltendea services at
bethel cnurcn where aud aunowicement Was made aobout tuesday and wed-—
uesoay l1or vouer I'eng'G.L'aTaiOu anc XE now The uew law ailecied us.

AT a nome comuwlng W I wmade & sinilar anuouucenent,

wonday August 9,1l9o9

On his way to ;irﬁﬁ@ham, Rev parrell brougni Elizebeth Shamburger wvack
50 us, he norning was spent cauvasSlag tne commualiy WLTHA voter regis-—
ravion @yvicwiCeweuvs. dhat aiterncoon Leon ran off sll the sdditional

ts we would need for tne week., Leon, John, anc Mr. Warren
£ where ey Ieceived permission to use Rev. Autry's church

for a mass meeting on Friday. The Rev. would be at a revival, but would
Tuesday August 10, 1965 maxe sure the churci was svailable for us.

This morning as usual, There were aoout tairty people at thne courtv aouse
when we arrived., Leon Gutherz left for Birmingham Via Hitch-hicking,

We gave out one-hundred ninety numbers, but only one-hundred and thirty
seven were processed. ronight we held our first meeting with the new

civic association.
Wednesaay August 11, 1965

o

t th=court house we had our usual good turn out in the early A.H.

At i0:30 I askzed lMr. Gilchrist, the chilef registrar, to calli nontgomery
te get permission for thursday and friday registration. He called and
%25 teid to expect a reply around 2:00P.M. At the scheduled time no one
sailed, &% 4:90P.M. one hundred and sixty seven people were reglstered.
dge Heeves asked to have a conference with John and I along with Mr,
Gilchrist. We were Told that they were expecting a call from Monitgomery
at any timehust pefore five o'clock, and they were dmx doing their very
Lest Lo get those days. If any thing developed, he assured us he would
sail ouyr office. Judse Reeves called later on to inform us that the
sxtra days for registration had been denied.

uring the day our teen volunleers passed out hand-bills announcing a

wazs meeting elthe First saptist Churcao for tuursday.



Bhursday August 12, 1965

Mr. Waerren, our neighbor, drove John, Diane, and Pete to 0Ozark Lo pass

=
&

e o

ot hand-bilils sunouncing tie mass meeting on Friday, and registraiion
zn mondsy. They spent a good deal of the morning and early afternoon
sanvasing in fthe rain. We had large crowd for the mass meetinz at

& e

the ¥isk vrirst Laptiet Church,
|

Friday August 13, 1965

Friday night on the way down to 0za k we were involved in a three car
ascident. Mrs Warren, our Briver, had to stop suddenly to-prevent a

4 hszad on collison, We were hit from bekhind by the car trailing us.
Mr. Flowers,from bBrundidge was in the car behind us, and he sald the
zar thin him knocked him into us. ILuckily no one was injured, but
shere was extensive car damage to all three automobiles. We arrived
in Czark over an hour late. At the church, we found tne doors locked,
gnd There was not a light to ke seen in the ministers.nouse directly
venind the church. There were no people or cars in the vacinity of the
churcn, HE ERIEXMEXEBNIR EXX We stopped azt the house nearest to the
church to inquire it people had come and then gone home, We were Bld
that the minister returned home last night and said he had not given us
peruigeone to use the church, He said he could not understaamd wny we
would take 1t upon our selves to make that kind of announcement, and
wnder no circumstances were we t0 get inside the cuurch oqﬁse the

lawn. “ioe mayor lefit word for "rnose civii-rights workers" to use the
2ity nell if we just had to have a meeting.

We were only able to locate one deacon of that church, and he told us
tks same story. Every where we went we were told The same story.

-

Lesn net us iun Ozark, and we all returned to Lroy togetiaer.

gaturday August L4, 1965

Fariy tnls morning Leos tried tTo get in touch ¥itin the mayor of Ozark
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