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Bruce Hartford
51l3 ndi8nR ave, Apt 3
Venice, Calif
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I    

       , I worked wIth CORB

(Congre88 of Racial Equality) for two years, demonstrating, going to jail,
negotiatIng Jwritlng9 m&n80graphing J meeting, painting J inv8stigatlina etc, in
1961+ 1 helped form N-VAC the Non-. Violent ActIon Cornmltt8e, .I worked with N-VAC
aLI through the your of 196b,  i went to Alabama to work for
Dr, MartIn Luther KIngs Southern ChristIan Leader8hlp Conferance (SOLO), 

  I worked in SeIIna and the surrounding count;ios
organIsing demonstration3 and doing voter 80gi8trat:ton work, During this time I
wa8 arrested 6 times (ny 7th thru tIgh 12 arrest) . I wa8 on the 

   March8s to Montgomery,
On the lat of June 1 becan8 project director of Crenshaw County Ala, a small
rural oowlty Mart 60 mtle8 80utbh of Montgomery were I was tha fIrst cIvil right8
worker to coin Into the oaunty, I was proJect director untill I had to return to
L08 Angole8 for a retrial of ono of tho N.•VAC alt-in ca8e8 and to serve a 3D
day 88at8n08 tron one of the ot;har sit+in cas08,

Recently somebody asked (as did you) a friend of mine, and myself , what all
th880 cIvil rights demonstrators and free speech sit-Ins n-= what is it that we all
wanted, My fr:lord 8818 "Lot tho people decld8n and I said 'tOne man-(he vote11,
Two slogan8 that glean the same thing, allen you boII it down that;8 what our vision 189
a society in whIch everyone 18 eque1 and the people have a voice in the decisions
that effect their live8, To ma the goal8 of the movewlent are e=lbc>died in a poster

, I once saw that was printed by SNCC (Student Non-violent Coordinating Coraglitte8),
It 8atd nONE HAN –0NE VOTE111 and over tho slogan was a plot;ure of an old Negro man+

. He . wag probably about 50 but he looked 60, Ho was sitting down uitbh his knarled hand8
lab hIs lap and an old beaten up hat on hIs head, Hla overalls were faded and
threadbaira and his 8h08s broken down, What t8etbh he had vero crooked and stained
with snuff p his face was crack8d and weatherbeaten9 and he sat there holding a
pItchfork,He obvi08ly eouldntt wrIte his own nano J and probably SDOke vat,h & soft;j
8lurr8d @cent that you could barly understand, nOW MAb-ONE VOTEU it road, Not

.. a pietur8 of a James Merlditbh J & Sidnoy Poitl8r, & Jackie Robinson, Not a picture
of a Negro col:Logo professor, or a Negro soldier, or a Negro mini8tor, but a
picture of an llllterat8, beaton down old Ui88:Ls9ippi 8harcropper, 11@NE M AFb-ONE VOTEn ,
ONE RAh---

A number of people have asked ma why the civII right;8 novomont ia still
mounting demonstrations, why we are still marchl ng J why children are at:ill going to
Jail, After all tIny argue,there have now been four civil rights bills pas8ed

(1957 J 1619 t61IJ 165)9 :tnnurnerabl8 6xocutive orders promulgated, and the Presldarrt
has even sung nWa Shall Ov6rcom811 , itby then the continuing demonstrations? The
ans’.ver :Lies not in the lack of legIslation hIjt in tha lack of enforcement,

When I arrived in Crenshaw County :In Juno of 1965 1 found a county that to
all int6nt8 and purpos08 was bti11 living in the era b6for8 World War II, The twyru
of Luv8rn8 wag co=pl8tly $egregatod (over a year after the passage of tho civil rights
bIll of lq6b), 8v8zvw8r8 one look6d were "White 0nlyn signs, every putlilo building
had two onterance8 and four rost;rooms, Even the bus depot was stIll segregated
(four years after tho Freedon RIdes), it was easy to tell when you entered the Negro
sections of towrb–where tho pavement ended the Negroe8 began, That 'sumrner ve triad
to Integrate ttl bus doT>ot, The chief deputy sheriff , IX3bne Horn, stirr8d up a
mob that attacked and beat the int8gratbd group of us that 80ught s8rvic8 in the
bus dop c>t, ' ’

On another ooc88ion b of us word working in a small town ten niles south of
Luverna J the Crenshaw County seat, called Brant;ley, The chief of Police and Mayor
of Br8ntl8y organl80d a nob of about g) persons to attack us, They were all armed with
Iran plpe3f baseball bats J knlv08, and probably gun8, They threat;nod to kIll ua and
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the’ Negro08 that we had been working with, As the mob grew we' hid ing:Ide tbd hc>iRe of
oie of the Negroe8, ,.'e called the Jlrstic8 Departn©nt; and the F.B, I, , 'both of vhon .
gav8 us the same answer, 1:hoy told us that there was nothing that they edu:Id do
but that if vle iwro kIlled or injured they would certainly investigato e- TilhaY said that
they wore not able to luka arrests but ’ivero only an investagato IV body, V/d were
fInally forced to nako a .run for it, ITney cha80d us for ten mile& J oh. tIVO occasIons
they tried to forc8 ue off the road, and on other occasions they triad to 8urrc>und our
caB aId stop us , bYe wore lucky, however, and maged to reach Luvorn8, TIlare is no
doubt that if they had catight us they would have killed us,. The just;lee dept, and
tho F,B,'I, did nothing 8von though \ve gave them ovidanoe that the Mayor + the ChIef
of Police j and tho Stat;8 Troopers were organizers of tho mob, they didnlt'-even
nint8bttg8t811, it l8 int8r68l;Ing to not;8 th:It the F,B, I, finds no diffiqulty in
ar’rest:liB 8tudents who burn tholr draft oard8,

But - more di8sapointbIng tbhon the lack of nrotect;ion is the non..enforcemant
of +ho Voting Act that we 8ufferod so iiTUCh in Selma to gain, in Crenshaw County

~the rogi6trat:Ira books ard open for registration only two days a month, Twice a
month durIng the . :Long hot summer months of Junep Julyp nd August we would brIng
6Cb75 people' ' down td the Courthouse in Luv6rne to t& to register and vote,
Most of these people rIsked theIr jobs and sorno thier lives to come down to the
courthouse and face the board 'of registrars, Tna board, would unua11y only be ,able
to piocess about 55 of those applying, ' -Those who got in to attempt to registdr were
faaed with a four page form to bo filled out J a quotatIon of the constitution to
be read J 8 questions about gQvernrn8nt to . bb answered (to the boards Satisfaction)
.daths' to ba sworn, qrxi kttne6seg ' to be produced, Out of ' tho 55 or so that- the
bOard-vobld proc88s 'S or 6 would be 'a11sodd' to pass I Just before tho. last registration

. day in 'Atfgu at the Voting Rights bill became law, The next registration day well over
, 200 Negr088 vera darIn at tho Courthouse hoping j at last;f to become voter8 , The board

was' onl# ;aLlowed to use a 8111311 form with about 8 questIons oh !$; asking nar88,
&ddre889 age j oitlz8'n8hip eto, That day;the board processed loss people then they did
under the old 8yst81a of tho b page form and literacy test,- The Courthouse opened
at &: D in the nornlng9 -ho one who arri ted after 9:05 in the =loring got in to see the
rogi9tbar+ people waited from 9:10 untill b:30 in the afternnon when the Courthouse
cl03qd,' The yot;lng act contained a provision bEEt if 20 people made a' co=lnlaint that
tho prdvi6lon8 of the act were not being carriod out that Federal E}xarainer s would be

, 9'ent' In+ Almost all of tI\080 who were left waitIng when the Courthouse closed filled
trut' Comr.lalnt8e Over 150 OOnpl&tnt3 $ere sant in to tha Ju8tic8' Dept, ' IVo have never
had an answer froTR thom,

1:bore is a: sigh in’ the Mi88t8sit>pi headquarters of the Stud6nt' Non-vlol8nt;
Coonitnatlng Counittoe–

There is a city in Mis.bis8ipp:i called LIberty
ThaN 18 '8 8treet' in Ita' Bella called 'Fr8edom
There 18 & depart;mont in Washington ' called Justice
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Them 18 nor8 the jbst the ' dangers ani frustrations oE the cIvil right;3
nov8pant that a :worker' bas ' to get used , to:, You hav8 to adjust 'to a' way of life in which
the $80ple ltvq: in cohnl8to aId. abJect pov8rty and total hub jagation, Tn which
6ve$ything that -the . Negro has 18 e:It,her inferior, or InadeqUate, tho bchools, the 8troet8
the 8&nitation system; tha hd11988, the f bod j the clothes,' tha dverything, Yod h8v8 't,o
adjust to ' a society in which N8gro children are taught that thoy ara r6a11y not a
human being birt just,b ,a nlgg6r, A 30ci,ety in which JustiCe is a white mans whiM,

It. is {nposibl8 ' to r8a11y comprehend the reality ' of the poverty of the Southern
N8gro with out '90eirE It; and living WitH it day after day, wa8k after week;' month
after month, Wa got to knoll poverty very well as \78 walked from cabin to eat>in day
after day, '#8186 walk up the dusty red dirt road under the hot sun toward an old dec@pit
voc;den cabin held off tho grouw:i by crooked stacks of red brIcks, We 1 ed tbrudge across
the swept yard of dIrt bleached white by tho sun that surrounded the cabin, Woled
oarefu11y cllnb the r:lck8ty stairs, worn thin ov6r the year8, up to the porch, and
bo81n to .talk to the woman who 88) there ll$tl838ly shelling poa8j (the famlly8 solo
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food at the non8nt)9 in tha 8had8 that the porch afforded, Lying in the oorn8r of tho
porch would be h8r year old baby, lying thor8 without tho energy to brush off tha' flies
.that crawled over his face, over his lips, over his ey88, There wag no glass for the
windows and no screens, just w06d8n storm shutters that had to bo left open durIng tha
hot gunnar month 3, LIght was provid8d hy an ala oil lamp and heat by a wood buring
8tovo, Water had to b8 brought from tho neighbors well down the road, AS we want £ron
cabIn to cabin wa saw a :Lot of chIldren TH.tb bIrth defeats caused by lack of good
forxi during th6ir mothar8 pregnanoy, Wo 8aw a lot of rlckot89 and a lot of 8coral
and vo saw a lot of hung8r,

Tyranqr io the partner of poverty in the south, There was a Negro named
 in Cr8n8h8w County who wa8 a 8harooropper on land owned by a whIte nan

called Joe  After  had got;ton planted and n08t of the work
was done: :  deoid8d that ha wantbod all of thecrop, so in June of last yoar he ordered

 to neve off tho farm whIch he had worked fo years,  knew that
if he mov8d ho wall.d get none of the proceed from the crop and he refused to go,

 then began to shoot at hIm 14th a shotgun,  was 8llghtn.y wounded but
was able to get away from   \font into town to get the sheriff
and lodge a complaint against m, :  J how8ver, called UP the sheriff and
had  afro stod for 8upn0  insu  his (  ) wifee For the next two
w88k8  reraa{ned in Jan J overy time  doa'n to bail hIm out the sherIff
put another minor technical ity in our way, Finally after t\vo '+'reeks  abl8 to

get hIm out of jail: When  Intburned to his farm  again ordered hUn to
leave aId  again na&axdd ra£us8d, Tbvo days later  son (35 years old)
drove up along 8id8 of  son ' ( 16 yo,rs old) gB he wag walking along the road,

 pulled out a pi8to1 wd allot hDR twice in the side, The boy was taken to tho
Crenshaw County HospItal (buIlt partly wIth F8dera:L fIInda) where the doctors refused
bo treat bin and orderod hta taken out, Ho ivas then driven 60 mil68 to the CathoIIc
hog)it;al in Montgomery wore they vero nWo to save hIs life,  continued his
threats and att&eks agairrbt  untill  was finally forced to :Leave,

Even more dosTlotto than tho 8hare6qopper system in tho plantation system, The
\  plantatIon in Dallas County is one of the larger plantatIons in the area,

}  ownor, 18 n. high r&ricIng member of the KuKluxKl&ne Workers on his plantation
work a-12 barr day 6 or 7-day8 & woek md ar© paid 81,25 a dqy ( or about $10 an hour),
No one is allowed to 16ave tho ulantat;lon wIthout t;b6 permission of )  EverythIng
that tha worker8 must buy (all Hegro workers of oor8e) they must buy at the plantation
store t;hero on the plantation, Anyono that leaves the plant;ati on wIthout permissIon
Is beaten tp ,  has threat;ned to shoot any civil r’ ght8 worker found on hls land+
We know he is not bluffing,

If 90meon8 ware to ask no to 1 COInd talk about the civil right;8 movement fa
6 days and 6 nights and f :in a hundred letters such astM ga UnfortunatIY J howeverp
no matter how 7auoh I talk or how much I write I always run into the swno pnc)bleu• it
Is a8 dIfficult to tell 80rrnone ah ut the movomont and give them a real undeT8tanding
of it as :It 18 to give 80moon6 a real coTnprehon sion of tha Grand CanYon OT Banff
Gum a IIttle black Rid wtdt8 8n8pshot, You can see from the 8nap shot that there is
a hole in the grour© 'or a mountain but that does Int get over the real -truth of the
6ltuatlon, it io Me same in talkjng about the movementp tho best that i can hope fo= iS
to giv8 you a written snap8hote I will writ,8 dna I,her letter soonp but be£or8 1 close
thl8 ono there is one nora thing that I want to di seuss Se The pooDI8 who make UP tho
noveglent, I donlt mean th8 great leaders or tho CiVil DtShta workers J but the people
Mo are the bavkbory3 of tho movement, the n80ple \ThO '.’rore horn and Ere iv Sp in the
BLack Belt of the d8ep south, the poorr and unodUcatbaal the old and tha Young•
Sometjma8 people ?fond;}r w Iv wa stay in the mover.rant w th it is dangers aId fru8tration8r
80motlm08 we wonder ourself 8, A jarGe part of tho answor to that question lies in the
p80pl6 that we work wIth,- There is a 8trong bond that $8 forged bot;xeon civil ?! gIlt;8
vork8ro and botvloon the pool3l6 arab t;hay work Vi the No one 188ve8 the 80ut;h without
loavirB a part of hln80lf tiberet and no one leaves dl th OUt taking a part of the south
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