
Report on a ttecpt to inte grate t he white public city pa rk 
in canton, !U••• 
On Thursday evening. June 17 • 1 965 a group of abou t w 20 
Negroe s &nd one white Coto volunteer went to the canton 
.Park and Reol"INltion Center at or around 7(50 P. :1,. The 
g1vup.- la led b7 Mr. o.o. Chinn (ltho l.ina in canton and 
ia on CORE atatt) drove trom downtown canton to the parJt. 
aome three blooka away . Approxim a tely 50 Nesroea followed ~ 
on toot and va.tc hed the suba1N1Uent proceedings tram a bi l1 ~ 
overlooking t he p:i~. 

At &boat 7100 c.o. Chinn Jr. drOve near the park and 
reported t ba t canton po lice, t.lie .. aberif'f', and the highway 
patrol were partced in t heir oara a t the entrance and exit 
to t he pan. They were t here when t he ti ve care from Coto 
dro-re up and int o the park1.ng lot. 'l'he car s pa rked wit hout 
dif't'icru l ty and Mr. Chlnn led the 61'0-UP direct l y tt t he 
bleachers. The pa r k was crowded rl t h wh 1 tea playing 
baseball or tilling the bleachers. White blJ.l p l ayers were 
war:ning up f'or a league same. Upoa taking t heir aea ta, 
t he• 1ntegrinted grou, vaa appro a ched by a park employee. 
Mr. l,,tt II Lonua .E!Uolta, whoae exact title we do not have. 
He told the group . he had been rf!Qested to aak t hee t o l eave. 
(The eventa in and around the bleachers were recorded and 
filme d by an NBC un1t) Asked who "thet' were who bad ordered 
the group to leave Mr. Hucka vd\tl.d not ans wer. Asked 
vby t he group abou!d leave, Mr. Hucks aga in would g1ve no 
reaaon. nor weuld he giv e J,!r. ~ hie name. 

A tter about 5 minute• 1n )he bieachers )tr. Ch1nn led 
t.he group . be.cit to the ca.rs. He iiad intende d to do this 
aboUl.d the group be aaked to le&Te ainoe a. 111Uoh larger 
attanpt had previously been acheduled f'or the 25th 126tb , 
and 27th ot June &!ld dld not want anyone to 130 to .;ia1l 
on t his oooaaion. At the park there bad been oonaid erab1 e 
nr~le a.bu••• but no rtolence. ,:&bout the only thing 
that a.pp:roached that was when Peteraon, a local 
white who has ottm made troubl..-dron up the exit route 
from. the park aoattertn g the peoj)le walldng be.ck down 
t he hil l. Peterson waa aeen to · cock a shotgun and han.d 
1t to sou:eone r1d1ng in the ba~ ot h is truck. . \ 

The alderman in Oanton 1n oharse of parka and recre a. t1on 
1s Mr.• Lewie a. Smit h ot 316 s. Union st. According to 
the C1ty Clerk, Mr. IAW1e Smith waa out ot town attandin g 
a mun1c1ple oonf'erenoe. The mayor or Canton is Mr. L. s . 
?-:a.tthewa ot 467 N. Liberty st. 

NpOrt by dliiimey Bromberg 
OORE volunteer 




