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( f.ly thinking ••• ) 

I appro!lchad t he cs...""'paigil ~ith sana misgivint;s and :;unbi vilenca 
ba~ed on ~ sorious quostion I had about anyone b~L~g abl~ to ~~ction 9ff~ctivGly 
in the stat e legisl/lt ure without the support of tho nostabllshmcntu. 1 •..till 
confess that I W<:~.s al.Go worri>Jd about t he corrupting influ<:!lc<: of politics in 
goneral.. I felt.~ tmd I still f'eol, the t hreat that /unerlca.n u politic ell h.s.s on 
people who 11pl.:ly tho g;une"--you know, like t ouch (politic$} .a,nd, ~a. ~ainted. 

On t he othQr hand, I f el t that Julian on the floor o£ t ho Georgia 
State Legi.slo.tW'e would, by virtue of t ho fact t bat bo was a yotmg,1 black Snick 
work~r, inh¢ r¢ntly focus att ention on the politics th;;at h.-, arti culJ.\ted. In 
Julian •a polities, I have faith, ~ in the end, I based my doe1s1on t o work on 
knowine Julian. 

Moot people ')(1 staff ae:y th(; cities are Mrdeet .. t o ore;an1ze. 
They tend to 00 "t oo apathctie11 • ~fo don' t know yot wh.Rt can top And sustnin 
t.h0 cnoreics of t he poopl.O locked up in t he city ehr::ttoe~. 

l'ih.';l.t i s eloaN1st to mc'J: in the ei t 1<:!s, i:? thAt the polities that 
runs thines is out of the h..:mds (read 1n centro!) of the people who nood t.o use 
it most. (Foopl(} can enter into politi~s, <J .g . VR t\nd voting, but they ron•t 
r.ontrol. it .) 

Julian• s eampaien t hWl, WAS (\ ch.::~Oeo for mo (personn-1 intere$t) 
t o (>..xplore t.l\e possi.'bilitiv~ or people beine ahl <: t o US.OJ thQ; polities that e x:l&t. 
Within the c('.nfina!!' of t.cd.v•.s "polit i('.a.l rc:.Uit ies"·, I don't t hink wa 1 vo (SNCC) 
ever had. such l't t'£1.'q.l, opportuni:f;y bafr'>re; - .. 

It 'W."\S good for mo t o get into tha rou.tinc o f eanva:ssin,g again 
(not dooe since th ssissippi Sl.unmer proj ect). Ju.st knoc:k:i,ng ('.n <toors and talking 
Vecy aPec:ifi<' .. ~lly about a e1Xt11UJtitY., i ts problt:ifll& and some of t he t.h i.ngs thAt 
lrlieht be dono about· t hl'll'l. 'l'bflt waS ·goo<L 

. . 
we oft¢0 r emarked during the CAmpaign, that i! you went o£f Hunter 

::,'treot, y?U woul.d never know there was a e.'U'l'lpa.1gn e;o1ne on. · So t.rueJ Politicians 
simP~. dcn•t appre~eh peopl e in ~ny re~l sense with their polit.ics.( : Polit iCAlly, 
tba.t is not. realistic. ) Our apJ:·roMh wa~ ww.~tly different. \'10 wanted people 
to use t heir cwn pol.j.1:-ies. ~i'e had a tool for them t o use-J ulian. 

Like ~~st communities, tho 136th District has b~en ripFed and t orn 
apo.t't:" Juli~n wa s/is like a sewing .needle. Usi ng him,. we hoped the District 
cc-W.O begin t o ,sew i tself' t ogath6r again . Prebabl.y oth~r kinda o! needles t~re 
neSded. But this beginning "'as 'k'Orth indicating. 

Sti'ltCJ UJgisU\t.urc~ tt.re I'! m;ystery. W'Mt we know abcut th6m 
gent::rally, ie th~t a group of people sit up thore and do zcmethin.g or othcr-
th.l;lt j.s ·o/.luect polities. 7-lhich is, in r uality, outsi de ot the <Lay to ®y con
cerr.s ·o.r th~. m<:t.·Jor j ty of. peopl Ei since t hGy don't understand it. It is important 
t o urniE?rs tahd t:J'Iht, during the camp.'lign, Julian was SE!!N an<l KNO'ATN. Br.<!. then, the 
~ste~ious political aur ore around at l east one state l egislator to be. Peopl e 
voted f or someone they !mew and fe l t cr:rnfortallle with. Very import~~nt; a poli tician 
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who took t hO tiJ:te to \-ial k str~::ets , knock ('Jn dncr s and know paopl~. a P?litician . 
who was no t t hr oateMd by a constitll.crtCY that. -..,es organtzOO Rroond i s:;ua5 and notr 
t he politician. An opar;,.-t.ing philosopt-..y of nurs w;:~s th;lt if l'w-d ·..rork ca:1 '.iin a
cam)Xlign, than we sure a s Hell int.~-nded to ldn. 

I t hink th.:l.l. lit ldra ll) 100% of the peopl e I canvassed hQ.d ~ 
had anyone ccmo to thei r houso, sit. do•~n and -soriously t illk t l) them a bout thci r 
eoomunity. Certainly not a polit i cal cruupai en Wf:l rker cr candidate, s uggest ing 
t hat· a CCf!'.:mu:nity M.d t o act ilS f'- c-ronmunitry i £ thoy wanted t o to.lk a bout a.'ld 
make r6le·t;o.nt pol!ties. lr.tagi nc a politi cian .:suggesting thtl.t M: "''asn't. tho most 
r cl a-.rant t hing in pollties n Imaeine that politician winning ! Think if th~t 
can be s us ta.inod anU extend~d. 

Host of tho time, while ;.corldn.g on the campt~ig."l , we wer e wo::a.ring 
shir ts ( 1t•oned) , tics, a.nd slltcks. E\•ary now a nd t hon, a :su.i.t. . '£ t>r~~ ~ ;'.l.pparc:ntly, 
ie not r·_,spcctabl o by s<:«no Snick standards . .Suvore.l Snick fo l d msk..:~ j udgcmonts 
!l.bout t:,.:t campaign based on our a.ppeara nce . ''~o ~.,ero '>'<'-~rill.!> tias; th~fora, '~<e 
w st :11'.Ve nsold-out-t to play t.hc politi ca l game. (Or l(~ \\'~;re pl ¢n.g tho r>:>li
tical 6a:tne ; therfore, wo must have sold ... out to wear tics. ) 

The usu&l art1cul~t1on "as th.:tt, these peopl e in ttw l36t h Dist rict, 
are not f roo. Th(r.t ar e ~11 bouno up in the ori&:'lt<tt ion t o mnl..e ri-=11 a nd surf<-lcQ: 
inclQva..,cias . You ca..'l"!p2.i gn \YOl·kcrs ~re perpetuating that by l':a:J.ring t.ies :t."\d 
thinga (symbol of the decadent m.iddlo c~..ss v<\lue) . I <1gree only that t hq ties 
and things ~re irreleva~ to ~· But ! run C?nsc1ous of the fa ct that it i s not 
o.ntircly il"'relcv.lllt to t.l lot, ()f r.coplc . Hy- ju<fG~ent '.inS th;;t by adopting tha 
st.a.'ldar d of m.mtna8S helper!. not rAise bho i r relcY;mt qu"st.j on of d ress ttt a ll 
a:nong the peopl o .,,a ,.,,ere t.•crking vith and belpod gain us ilranediet e focus on 
non-r elevant i ssues. I t is said th-.'\t s<m.e S~ICC peoplo judgod the c;.unpaign by 
m..<~.king the same kinds of s urfaeQ t~.SSU."l''Pt:ona which focus on the exte re.necue and 
irre l evant., t hat, wo a ro nllagedly frcedcxn f ighting ~.gainst i n socie:ty. 

I \.hin.l< t.h!!.t whFtt a lot of pcoplo in t ho .• t lanta office JY.on when 
they say that they •t.:ant tc eo out, t o thb !'ioL:P' is t.Mt. th~y want t o p.qrticipDto 
in or 00 en th..:s satnc or s~e hig aet,ion .<tnd not- so much tho day to day grubby w-ork . 

Tf4'.l!: C.'ll-1Pi'I.I CN POLl'trCS 

'm) -;ta r'~ t;:\k{ln v~.:r;.r serious~v. First in the neigh~rhooc!s, \\·er e 
like in t he ru.r~l, P£:-::lplc j·..tdgod us by ·..m~t th<:j.• SAw uS d()ing in relAti '>n t o what 
wo said "~ ho~d t o do a."l.d san !l.'lppan . We 'IIGr~ honost. and consistent . 1t.10 got 
support !'r001 t.ho neighborhoods. House m.eat ;ings ware held . 

1>-Jo did not nood t he !lagro <!.cooera t.ic r•.achinv in t.onns of the 
politi ¢:.; NC wer e ore~ni7.ing, vJhich lfas politics tha t did not OOlcn& to politi <!.ians 
for whi ch !!l·:)an t t hat wa \\'Oro tt'l.:<C'!1 '"r iousl;r by this o.ach:i,ne because ii' I·HJ won, 
•~te could."'l *t. bo conl:.rollod by theu1 which sc:--iousl; threat ens the cperatior. of 
this ~chino. &sp.3cially, if "-'h.l\t we do catctl~$ on. nnd e;;ctcnds itself' . l.Or oy 
Johnson (Neg,M Stat e Sena t or) wants 11polltici...'\Os11 t h.'\t he ean control :md use fo r 
his" political onds. · (An;,..,my, \-Ja cie>t i:wi~ed t .o democr atiC l uncheons and things-
! a l.,..cye l e ft sti li hungry! ) 

negro polities in C<:~rgi~ i s still new enough ~nd op&n onough 
fo r Negroes t o fo r e-a n ':<hol~ no-.-~ concept of ~<it politics is. 
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I lt.'ant t o rap3at that Last sonteneet '1Negro politics in Goorgia 
is still new enough and open enough for N~sroes t o force a ~holo naw conoc~ 
ot what polities ieu, not to ment ion other deep south s t ates. Immediately 
ol.fter it becruoo clear tMt Julian h.ld wcr., I thought th.O.t. we (SNCC) could 
have pu.llecl ort t he e...'\tol:: thing in .:.U.l. of t.hc Diot.rict.o whoro Nog.rooo had won. 
There were dist ricts in Georgia -wl'lere nob~ e ven bothered to qu.Uity. I guess 
these seats are still open~ What toot co mQ&n is that t he issuos and qu.ostions 
that AN raised in c::xrmunities as a rvsult o £ our work, could be amplified 
the t'loor eyf thG Ccorgj.a Hou~9 lx>oking cormunitiGS t ogether on c~ issua.s. 
Imagine, too. SNCC guys 1n th& Georgia house <:o:mmitted to organizing t he ir districts 
t o using the &c.ats in tho Hou:;.G: to moot community n'*"d& d~£inad by th~ canm.unity. 

I t hi."'lk what ue will irtcroaair.g~ find, es pecially in the burban 
south., arQ chances t o explore P.rnerican P?litics and t.h() ways it can be :shaped 
Of i.t can at tlll) t c mom our needs. Thi.s can me:;.b !md hook up 'ld.th the radical 
forms of our awn (like FD?) that we are do~lopi.n.g.· · 

AdmittQdly, thare are dang9rs. inherent in this expl oration. 
(e .g. preS$UrQ of traditional politice , isolation, t he fact that some pooplo 
will bd corrupted). Hoxcvcr, I am fa~cina'tOd wit h t he idea. of c'oo!!llunit i es moving 
in and cut of tradit.icnel Amorica.n political f orms. I t implie~ o oreo.t.ion of 
insta~bility of the se politica l forms, created by peopl e Whose needs arc not 

·being and probably will not tG met by t.he~a £~ anyway. I t hink i t i3 to 
cur advantage to have opproSfli va government unst llblc. TheY havo t o release 
scmo of their control t o stead)• th~aelves, or they try and atea~ t hemselves 
by .fi gbtina ccntrol \\'hich hei ghtens th<: potential for rcbellicn .. 

It is a fact new t hat Julian is t ho dQ'llccr atic nmni.nGo £or t ha 
Gvorgia house f~m t te )36t h Di~rict . I-<ore than likely he will be elect ed en 
June l6~h . I t hink that SNCC n Gods t o corrm.it itself tc an aU - out e ffort t c 
Set an oven-.'hel.ming t urnout for this el ection. Por t he <:ne thing t Mt ct>..arae
terizes all c-omment on this el ect ion i s t he expected poc·r turnout and i nterest . 

We need to di.bpl·o,.·o 11voter apa.tbT1 'lll'hicb really is el ection 
irr.elevancy . The concept we need t o focus attenticrt on 16 tl".At of people •·s 
right to shape and use politics.. If that can happen in a.'ly one district in 
Georgia (or e.n>'Where) i t pose :s a t hreat to current polit i e s ali over .. In 
e£.tect, it mean~ that our polltical campaign doe& not end i n June 16th 
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