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Week of .M~rch 7th ~ 13th 
. . : l: ' . 

Sunday, March 7th--Howie went to services at the Greater Fir st Baptist 
Church in West Helena. He tntroduced himself to t he congregation and in 
tu:ttnwa's .welcomed by the minister, Rev. Butler. Rev. J?utler came,on ·: · 
strong. He was happy I \ was there· and recommended that the congregation 
lenQ. their support and encouragement. After services concluded, ·-many·. 
members of the congregatiqn introduced themselves to me. This has led 
to several contacts and a 'greater awareness' of my presence in the community. 
That night Howie met several people from Marianna (Lee County) and 
Rondo (Lee) at the American Legion Hut~ Hopefully ' these people will 
be good cont acts . 

Monday, March 8th--Howie ,spent the day talking to women in the community 
about our program and his desire to have them become active in the 

. Women's Voters League. Mrs . Boyd and Mrs. Hill, both i nactive of l ate, ·• e-r · .. . . 
promised that they .would be at the:. l'!e?{t meeting ·and that they would 
try to get some young people' to attend. Howie also talked to Mr . Greg, 
who ~vould l ike a copy of the artie!~: 'naming Jack Bryant in the Election 
Research Council's investigation. 

Tuesday, March 9th--Howie looked for a new nlace t~ live. So far no 
luck . He spent the rest of the day talking to womeri and ' high school 
students about some of the community' s problems and our nrogr am. 

Wednesday, March l i th--Arkansas SNCC had a staff meeting in -Little Rock, 
wl:liC?h took the entir e day. 0~ T•!edn~sday night the Women 1 s Voters League 
C?f West Helena held_a me~ting to discuss what will be their fu.ture 
pl ans . The Voters League decided that t hey 1-10~1ld form a committee to 
talk to the City Council and other personnel explaining th·eir public 
accomodations and employment. The final decision r,ras that people· (elder 
peonle) would begin 'testing public accomodations Saturrlay afternoon . 
Testing would be limited ~ just Satur day afternoon s ince this is the 
starting. point for most of 'the people's involvement . · Then people 
would set a ~ay for demonstrations if their complaints were · not heard . 
Granted they won't be. Ttle most amazing thing that came ou"'t of t1ie 
meeting was the attitude of the people about their own involvement . 
That is , . the peon.~e at the mE'eting did not say -at any no:i nt that the 
young people should demonstrate • . They talked_ about what they a·s older 
people had to. do-~they talked about what the older people in Selma are 
c:l.oing. ' 

Thursday, March 11th--Jim Jones spent most of the day in Lee County. 
During the earl y part of the morning we talked to s·ome peonle in South
land (Phillips) about making the Voters League of Wes t Helena county-wide. 
Peo~le were interested in this. Out of the mee t ing with a few individuals 
in Southland a few proposals were made. One was that we have a Mass 
Meeting in Southland on March 22nd. This will have to be approved by 
~he deacons of 'the church Sunday. Freedom Schools were discussed and 
it was mentioned '):.hat from .the communit y of Southland and the surrounding 
communities there are sever al students ·in college at AM&N and Philander 
Smith that will be home this summer and woul d be gl ad t o work on freedom 
school s and community center s . S0me interesting coimnents made by the 
local peonl e were tha t out ·of a freedom school peopl e should be taugh~ 
baby care, _fi~st aid, waltz dances rather than funky, close, squeezing 
dances, and how to dress , that is matching· cl othes--·ex. : red socks , 
purnle pants,.. green hat, . 0r an_,ge shirt, etc_._ (ha, ha, ha) . ...JTbCUS:e~,.-!;P~e~o:~p=J~e,"'"='='""""c:::::ao=-
wer e really imPressed by the Freeaom School i dea. Later Jim Jones was 
in Rondo and Marianna. Jim spent most of the day talking to peopl e • 

. There were a few definite contacts Jim had known before going to Marianna , 
but they fell through. A few people in Marianna knew who he was but 
expressed fear to talk'about it. Some ·gener al attitudes concerning 
what few peonle he met .~ere that they could forget it , nobody was 
interes ted with the exception of a few young people'. t-Te shouldn't 
demonstr ate under any circumstances because of physical danger. The 
crackers i n Marianna are unlimited . ~orne examnles were given such as a 
white man killed a Negro and the court threw the case out . Jim was in 
Marianna untj_l about 7. He returned to· Helena because he was unable to 
spend the night with the contacts he had. Howie r eceived a letter from 
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a grade school teacher from Net.r York · City who-~is in charge of the 
integration committee of her school. They wan"ti r to send clothing. . They 
also want to send materials for Freedom Schools and they want pen pals 
for the students. The school is 75% Puerto Rican, 2h% Negro and 1~ 
white. ... ... ,., 

Friday, March 12th--Most of the. day was spent. lo~king for a place - ~o live 
bec.ause .. we had to move from w}+ere. we were living because .the la~dlord 1 s 
m~rria.ge problems." Whiie looking , for a house we bumped into .a . Qum~er 
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of people and their attitudes in sqme cases were a little surprising. 
,. . ._ People expressed the idea that· through public accomodations in Helena, 

. there won't be any problems. Of course, our _immediate reaction .was: 
''Did y ou hear about the sit-in here in the .past--or, are you familiar 
with the police force here? 11 

· 

---~_,-

. ,One lady answered by saying what naopened during ~he_ sit-ins w~s . the 
young people ' s fault • . If they had checked with the sheriff befo:r-e, 
things would have been fine because she knows th~ sheriff and he is a 
gooq man, a1though..,he is a businessman, whatever _that means. This is very 
clea·rly not true--Sheriff .HickeY,_ ·has his Uncle Toms and the rest of. the 
Negr6es .a!e . just plain scared of ~im. 

RBPbR'l.< o~J DEMClNSTRATro.w AT THF- CAPJTOL CLUB, LI'ITIF ROCK, ARKAN~~s 

Background: There is a cafeteria in the basement of the State Capitol, 
Lit~le Rock, which has always maintained .. segregat~-:~· ·Afte~ tl}e pa-ssage 

: o.~-- .the 1~6h Civil Ri ghts Bil1, Negro,es t!ierl to be Served ·there a nd' were 
· ·r efused service . After this, ·a private cl~b, called the Capitol Club, 

was formed ~nd only members . were allowed . to eat. th~re:. 1 A s_:uit nas. ·been 
fil ed through t~.e NAA.CP Inc. ~und contending tha_t _ tQe cafet~ria was ·· 
made into a club only to ke.ep Negroes out. and that in _fact-. it .is not CJ 
club at' ali. ;\ny vlhite per.::?on can eat,- there. witl';lout membership cards . 
The suit was fi~~d eight months ago and has not beep followed ,up. One 
of the ma jor reasons for this is · the f act that the nlainti·ffs have not 
pushed the crurt to_ h~r the case . Tt~o white S~TCC ~orkers, A~lene . 
Wil goren and Nancy Stoller _, attemoted to eat ·at j:.he cafeteria· a number 
of times and were serv(>d without'_ question. Our .contention at tpe demon
strati on . was, therefor.e,. twofold (forgetting the- symbolism tha;t the 
cafeter _ia is in. the basement of the- Capitol. building): 1. the "Capitol 
Club 11 is not in f~ct a private club--that it is a public accomodation, 
since white· peoole are served Without memb c=-rshin.; and 2. that the mer·e 
existence of a private club on onblic propertv s upported bv ALL taxpayers 
is illegal under the Equal Protection Provis ion of the 14th amendment 
as .- well as pro.Vis :j_'ons. _of m:my Civil_.Righ~s Acts. ., 

On the d~onstrationitself: 

On March 11; 1965, ~-.group . of 32 peonie; i ncluding Philander Smith 
College ·students and f NCC staff went to the Capitol Club for lunch. The 
guard ~t the d ?of ~~f.~sed to let ~~em ' in on the basis of the fact tha~ 
they did ~ot have membership Garqs • . The white members of the group insisted 
that they haq eaten there without card~ .and wa nted to eat a~ain wi.th their 
friends. The guard . did not seein to kno\j what to· do except to try to 

keep them out. After a minute or so, he ask~ one . of the non-demonstra
tors to get the St~te .Police dqwn there. In the meantimej '.the group managed 
to block the ·entrarice _som-ewhat." Many peoole who would ordinarily be 
eating there qid not t~ to get-~hrou~h ether.s h~d to findJaembers bip 
cara s somewhere and p~~h : and ~hove t~eir way through.· 

. '. 
And t hen th.e St at e .Trooners · arriyed . ·rh.ey .. m~de :a· passageway fo:r ''members" 
'by pushing ·us ag~inst. tqe. wa;n anp. continued to lean aP-ains.t ·us. :to' keep 
us there~ 'fhe ~ ecretary of State,K~lley ~ryant, ;then .arr i ved ·on ·the scene 
and asked us to step aside and talk apout it • .. We told him we had come 
to eat and ·not talk, wher eupon he told ·us h~could not let us eat there. . . : . •. "). ~ . . . . .. 

. ·. ~ '. ' 

This went . on·· for a ,~iuie . Th~re foll-o~ed -~ -. short ~onference inside:-the 
c~lfeteria ari~ 'th~ M,?jOr ~a'(;~ ·rho!llps.on of. the State. P~lice: }lddressed us. 
He tol? us h~ · didn 1 t:. w_arit,. ~~r·. trouble and that we should step aside: and 

' ,. 
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and talk about it, but in any event we had to clear the aisles . He 
said, '~e don't want no Alabama here, and I don ' t think you do either; 
but i f we have to have one , we are orepared to give it to you. 11 When 
we again refused to move , he procbeded to give us just that . The order 
was given: "OK, move 1em outa here' " at which point, ar-·-roximately 
lS or 20 t r oopers pushed , shovedj kicked , hit , slaoped and threw bodies 
down the hall . Anyone who was there by chance, such as newsmen, photo
graphers and just onlookers , were al so treated in the same manner since 
no Harning was given. A gir l was throwrl to th~ floor and kicked shoe; 
a boy was slanped in the face; a girl -v1as hit by a trooper's fist , etc., 
etc . The group ended up a~ the opoosi te end of ~he hall where driver s' 
lic ences were given out. lhe Secretary of •=·.tate, Bryant, spoke to us 
again. He told us that if we left peacefully he would send us the hames 
of the people on the committee who iease the Cap1 t.ol Clu b ~, irJe agreed 
to leave peacefully (we did not p romise not to cane back) . On our "fay 
out we met the second group of about 12 oeople and we decided to walk 
around to the other door and try t e get s~ed againf Abot,t ten of us made 
it down to the basement--the troopers got the rest of us at the t op of t he 
stair s . Most of the group yurned around t6 l eave. Bill Hansen made 
his way through and sat on th e stairs . Troopers lifted him up and threw 
him against the wall. As he was getting himsel f up , a trooper hit hjm 
with a blunt instrument on the head. At this ooint the group t hat had 
been downstairs was being shoved uP the stairs by the state nol i. ce~ 

About three or four peoole tried to lift Bili and catry him ou tside (he 
was unable to wal k right away) , but each time they seem~d to have him, the 
t r ooper s were pushing, shoving, etc . and they l ost their grip. We were 
finally shoved out the door, at which poi nt , Bill lay oh the concrete~ 
Someone called a doctor, while the r Fst of us formed a ci rcle arourid Bill 
and sang "We Shall Overcome . " After a doctor did not arrive wi thj_n five 
minutes , we decided to drive Bill to a hospital . Four or five went in 
the car and the remaini ng 40 peonle marched back t o the ~TCC office (about 
a mile away ) singing FreedCJll Songs . At the office , neonle expressed a 
desire to march on the Caoitol thett afternoon anct protest the bea '· ings . T 
The nex t hour and a half was spent getting more students to march and 
making signs for picketers . 

The Mai"Ch: 

Ar ound 200 peoole gathered at 3: 30 that afternoon to march f r om the SNCC 
office to the State Capi tol . We marched through the r ain, some carrying 
umbrellas, singing Fr eedom Songs . When we arrived, we marched ar ound the 
area in front of the Capitol although no attemnt was made to enter t he 
building. We then stooped and were addressed by three or four oeople. 
At one point we knelt and orayed . Just at t hat moment an~roximately 
25 state t r ooper s marched up the stairs and stood in front of the doors 
leading into the Capitol, all of them holding nightsticks 2 feet long. 

We were t old later that all doors to the Caoitol were closed a t that t ime 
(they remained closed for about lS minutes- -until we left . No one could 
leave the Capitol a t that time ei.ther) . We promised to return the next day 

That evening Bobby Harrison, the Chairman of the Little Rock Student Move
ment, called Bryant about t he possibility of negotiations . Bryant was very 
much in favor and told Harrison t o ca.llhis secrctar" in the morning to mae 
a definite apoointment . He said definitel y that he would see him sane 
time Friday afternoon. Some of us met with Bobb later that evening arld 
tore decided it would be better if a delegation went instead of just one 
person. This was agreed upon and the people were chosen . D~onstrations 
were called off f or Frida in~ight of this new development. When Br yants 
secretary was called, she wasn't there and neither was he. Sfie callea--==-
back arot·nd noon and tol d us Bryant wa s out of town on a speaking 
engagement. This was obviousl y a l ie , but there was not much we could do 
about it at that time . It was also too late t o call demonstrPtions on 
again. 

Harrison spoke to Br yant agAin ~aturday and wa s assured that a meeting 
woul d be arranged. If one i s not definitely arranged by Monday or 
Tuesday, demonstrations will be resumed . 

March 15, 1965 
Arlene Wilgoren 


