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Regro voters, There' seemed to he a Lew, $IS e L O R R TR

1f?4r E;zﬂ teachers. Both lived up in the hillsg, fGmar the town of
Tardaman, In, order to get there we had to go alonz greal wide orange-
brown clay roads, into wooded hills looking as much like Connecticus as
Mississippi, Doth men that I sew.were obviously not "influential"™, cven

in the limited sense of "leaders™ in the Negro community, Their igsolation
and aze precluded that, One hed registereid during the First World War

and had voted ever sincﬂ. Béhh woted in :the 64 elections. Bul both had
bBeen adyised in 1855 tnaj tliiey shouldn"t vote in the primery-— even
thoughm, ironicfXly they had been mailed a ggi&gééatiau from Gov. Coleman
to vote for him---— because some whites in the mext precinct wers coming
over to see that they didn't. They, too, said that they would testify,

it Heanwhile Bob was contacting prople that we Enew in Clay Couniy

&nd asking them to iestify. Some lawyers arrived from Califernia [viz
Jackson), part of a group of lawyers and court reperters wio volunieersd
te help with the depesitions., There were two MNegro and one white lawyer,
e were quitg afraid that canflict would arise Dbetween us and the lawyurs,

u)

~espeecially regaralng the nature of the testimony to be given, that is, who
woflld testify and who would not. The whole suhj&it of voter discrimination
ig quice campléx, i ﬂanthat there are many shades — ranging from the
zpst obvious haragsment to the subt1lgtiy of having oaly one person ai

o time £i11 out the form or ihe registrar's absence during office hours.
A=l ton, therearises the Eﬁﬁiﬁuestinn of who should vote —--— that is, only
those literalte epough to pass the test if it is fairly aﬁplied? Is an
unfair test {reguiriug.¢unstitutiuna1 interpretation) fair if it is feizly
annliesd? éhuulﬂ only the literate vote.? It scems to me t@at literacy
standayds disgeriminate against precisely those peuple'ﬁhu have need afl
representation most,. Whﬂt I mean ig, is it faids to set a standard of
1iteracy, Tor the ‘sitate *nvernnent to set +his, and thed not provida a
segmant of the population. wi%ﬂ?aﬁgaﬁﬂ g enough io meet thal = ftandard? Clay
County didm't have a high. school before 1942, =0 Tigure it gt , anysne
over about 35 or 40 didn't have.a chance to go to hizhf schuol; And

a years =schooling conaisted of 4 monihs.in. a .county scliool "holes so big
you could thraw'a dog through the walle, Ewen now they recsss in ils
eguniy schools sg¢ the kids can pick gotton for two months, I won'dt mention
anything about the teaching, you can imagine,. ilr Smith remarked tiaai the
reason he guit schodl in the i&iﬁﬂ grade waz becausze e was the oEly one
in his class, But (this is really aveiding the fact that these people are
prefectly of ra;sing a ‘family, contracting debis, paying taxes, bearing
arms, speakingk¥, thinking,..
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and can't'wvote, Bo Mr, Graves has failed four times on his conetitulional
interprefation. '

Well, the lawyers were extremely nice and sensitive guys and they
aidn't throw ant too much of the tegtlmeony we had collected. But mo one
from Calhoun was to testify because the testimony, the lmwyers felt,
wasgntt strung enouzh., I felt that we uﬂuld just as well show wHy others
hadn't registered there, even though the people who testified would have
been voters, ! - o

I am imelucing a éummﬂry of the depositions, but would also 1like ©o
add =one gbservalilons and Ifeelings of my oOowid. 7o bad 40 days to getisy
gvidence snd the hearings were held all uﬁer ilie state during Lhe last
weak of the 40 dars; The day before our heaxings Columbus held theirs.

I was disappointed with the results, even theugh we were &1l hopered by
the acusd presanue'uf Mr. J.P, Coleman,; former governor of Misglssippd,
chief laﬂrur'fbr the ppposition. The pruhlem was that we didn't hove
enough witnesses, mostly CGro workersdid nestiry,?m&ny 1aaple,*v“nr

they would have 1o confront the white establishment,backed nLt Sa when

our day arrived my feelings were boih apprehensive and hopeful, apprebepsive

because I was afraid they might destroy our testimony, (God knows how) and
hapaful becaunse 1 Enéﬁﬁ%%gat e local pecple would come and witness

the hearings and see Negro people stanﬂing up to the loegl whitea, The
zreater the number of such confrongiations, the more sure Negroes will
fzel ‘about participation in the moyement. At eight thirtiy in the mhrining

a white naﬂiliép drove up, and out stepped a white lawyer., Soon the area
argund this =mall Negro church was filled with Zate model, mostly whitle,
cars and it secemed that every Eﬁ%&ﬂ%xzn connecied with the politics of
Wost Point was there, No Negroes, bmt logts of white people sitting in

the church, Sipce we didn't hove augﬁ%fznesses thera,I testified,A few
more Negrges ecame in ag the tesiimohynprogressed, That day Tour people

zot to téstify, g0 we had 4o putrthﬂ remainer off for the next day. Thaft
day there were fewer whites and as.the day progressed we had svery large
¢rowl (50-75) of attentive Negzl'uas, almost all of whom stayed for 4he
entire day. At onme point a jet flew over head, just as cze of the sppezing
lawyers was asking a quesiion., There was & boom ithal shogk the wiadows

of the church, The white lawyers, broken in midsentence, gave sach oihey
looks off complete and utter E%EBE%%Ef-- in that split second everyone in
the chureh, white and black, ithought it had been bombed. When the fwo
lawygre realigzed their mistake they were pictures of sheeplsh ness, & sort
of facial "hﬁh, hah, of course ii wasn't, not hewe, hebm, heh," Dveryone's
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laughter, nvtryhaﬁy&ﬂ understanding, intensified their discomfort. And
tiie atmosphere g§ the church had chanzed,; hetause tua things: the wit-—
esses were saving were things that most of the spﬂ¢¢atura had experisncar
anx the witanesses in iurn raceiveﬁ?%gsurﬂana from the responge of the
epectntore,. Bul the heat moment was yvel to eome. lirg Georpiz HRoaby, a Td
year old woman was testifying. When the oppesing lawyer crogs-examinss
_her he kept sddvessing her as "Beorgzia". Our lﬁwyer_rﬂmafkeﬁ. e
trying to he as polite as possible tn_theﬁwﬁtnessaﬂm wauld yau plaass
address Ler as Irs: Robyl" "Exeuse me, I didn't know I ﬁﬂs apddressine her
ag pny thlng else." Imixhestndixix The face every Negro in tho Toon
shone and every chest just puffed out and spectators turned to one anolther
end smiled, By the end of the day it was obvious thait we hhd drawm
gven Negroes wio had mot participated in our mﬁétiqgs, but who had just
beard that testiminynwaes beign given and who came dowm to gee, Ly cnly
real di%%ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ%%gﬂt was that the people from Webster County that I had
Centacted didn't testify, Partly ihis was the result of faulty communicatian
bui ;aar was also = Tactor. There was a lawyer from Eupora there to
queatiaﬂ the people who czme from Websger and %Eg exidantly felt that
the direet knowledze of the local whiie people would place them in too
mach jegpordy. Since we didn't have a real movement there it is haxrd 1o

blame them, and I hope that when we do start moving there we will find
tlat theys @re less afreid.,
I'm nat beins exacily chronelegical which is Okny, I guessg, When I

ot D:EE':L1I %EE%P%ﬂE prn;eﬂt had just got out of jail, nmd the even
l eading to thtgégﬁ an intereating illustiration of jusiice din tl= I=cnnlia

State, Darl Rice was a local yeouth who had partiecipated in the movement,
tkat is, helped during the Freedom Vote, and morf SKNCC buttens teo mchoal,
As = result of this the principal of the schosl had marked Lin as == vt
ihm iropublemakerd, zudxhexwxexiumt One day two girls were }ighting in the
scliopl yard snd a iom crowd gathered, including Carl. The police came and
gryested Carl foxr Ioeiting {o rict, That night several COFo workexs pod
stiudents decided to protest his arrest. Thaf marched to the jail, linkad
arms, and began singing (aal this after they had not been allowed o ses
Carl). The police chiéf told them tp move and they were arrested when
they refused, Bail was set at three hundred dollars spiece, on charges of
disturbing the peace. Heanwhile the police were itrying o get their

* parents to bring charges against the workers for coniributing E%:EZE
delinquency of minors --— 3ll refused, Carl's father worked Tor the city,
Then Eﬁﬁ irial ceme up he wag repressilted hy'é Jocal oitorney, Reporiedly
he was warned tgeret out of town in four days, or he wohld be sent io
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reform gcheool for Tour-years. It sounds amazing to us, doesn’™l 4t% Dul

this thing is happenipg all dver Mississippi, all over the country? To
pacnle who don't know their vights fhere is aften Iittls recourse, 1
know of a. case where a boy was returned to jeil, afier being out of
parole, because he was arrested Eﬁr_ﬂiﬁﬁrihuting 1litereture without o
permit, even though the.case has net yei beem tried! Them, to get back
to Carl's ease, his parents received a $150 bill from this lawyer for
nis services, when he had bDeen forced io get him in the first place
because ef fear for his city job. He gets aboutil}35~40 a week. The other
neoplé arrested, including the workerssywere bailed out by pesople in
the community, avho put’ up properiy bonds, Se, whatever else was accom-
pliched b the arrests,tgirservaﬁ to prove that the community ceuld
support us in a pinch, : : _

As before, my only real contact with the white commumity is throuzh
the Ifcal Iibrarian, She!e real talkative, Every time I go there,(abous
pnce a week) she starts a conversation, One day it's an article in the
Sunday Times, the next a book I've ordered, oxr what?s going on in
Columbie,. S0 one day she asked me if the library in Columbus had cnenad
vet. 1t was closed becausa the lecal Negro kids tried to integrate ii.
She thought it was & disgrace. for the library to be elosed, For her ihe

.idealof the distribution of hooks, sesgregzated or integrated, is paraﬁwunt,
She asked me if I could appreciate how much if meant to her to be ahle
to keep the library integrated,{which it is only in theory,for oniy o I
USLE° xias know or dard to go thdfire). She calls the library her "hailiwiok®,
ag is ever grateful to Mayor Barnes Marshall that he lets her do vhat
ghe wantsg there, Anyway, I said ko, I couldn't asppreciate how mueh It
meant to her because there seemed to he sc much that she wasa't froz th
do out side +the library, 1 suggested that she might try to publiecize =co
the kids that it was integrated. She said she couldn't do that, i.e. thab
Tihey"wouldn®t want her to @€o that. Exactly, I thoughit, znd how san you
feel appreciative of such things when yéu can't 8p anylhing'to implemant
then fuily, to gay nothiller 61/Endntif 6 se arouna you, She thinks th-t
the present civic administration is the model of Eﬁﬂreas. I disagrec, '[he
town is business orilented, and therefore responsive to stability, mot
change, or only such:change -as is necessary Tor gtability, y &8 T will
show, The editor of the lecal newspaner was a'strnng‘suppnrter of Gold-
water and it is interestiinz to see his change in stance in his daily
cpolumn, For a few weeks EFefore the deadlime Tor the local school hoovd
to submit its plan for intezration of the sSahools (or 1ose federal funds)

ona could see him attempting to convince #i8 readers of the inevitable,
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witile maintain}ng the rhetoric Eﬁf%%ﬁ%ggatiﬂn. He Fxplainﬂﬂ how many

sleepless nighis were being spent considering wheths or not to siga,

¥e reminded his readers that it wasn't a question of integrstiling,or Eob,
hut of integrating with federal funds or without, He urszod all cluba

to set agide one night g0 thst someone foom the Chamber of Commerce
(white) could disouss the problems with them, Bo the moral questionm o
iﬂtagrating is presented solely on economig, oB pracmatic, terms, Prosum-—

ably, then, the pledze 'was sizned,.and the Dboard azreed 1o degregale

at the rate of one grade ayear, What a ridiculously slow rate! I thikx

that ¥héyx*vé.alreaﬂy-h&ﬁ 11 years of disobaying the law since the Suonrone
Courd deeision,se they have their calke and eat it too, or, 4s Iubert

TuoheeY7 Iatously, "The faderal governifid will walk the extra mile

b2} beforu.nutting off Tunds." Really! That sort of ihing is caleulated to

give gn illusion of pregrass.But, aiyer &11 thig soitening up that the
local newspaper has been doing, rmk WOT ONE WoR TAS BERIN PRINTED X5 TO

EE555&3&&&35%@?&§ETF£EEGE WAS SIGNZDY The Negro teachers liave been infpamed,
and word has gotten arou%ﬂ, bzt ths pewer structure is suppressing a

fell dipeclosure to the Nezto Commu ify,., But even more than this...

Within the lagt couple of weeks votler registration has nigked up
tremendously, the mayor had a meeting with the Negro teachers =iz and,
goares hélievable, told’ them 4o go }a REEEEEEEE NEGISTERL TO YoTEELLE Ho
zaneral announcement has been made fo the Negro population at large, but
word hnos godten out. And with sprigg the work of our preeinectis (I'1l
axplain sh&rtly more about ihis)‘}s paying off, more and more people
going Lo rerister. Thatl dmm= else went on at the meeting? Te Jjust learned
that the mayer said that the teachers should discouragze parents from
3 énnding.thﬂir kids to integrated séhnqls, he gaid thai;"e are not plagning
to gend ours to yours." Apd fhere is talk about a "bi-racial commiftea’,
So what's going on? In many ways it appears that the local whites are
aﬁtemnfing o mgka gr&limqury'ﬂtayq ta thwart the work of the FDP in
8 new way, by recruiting the pseudo-leaders of tbe Fegro community, by
enticinz them {and hopefully the vast majority of the Negro communiiy,
whick looks uyltn hese Teachers, ministers, businessmen) into an sgrecment
of ”mcderatﬁé?'uf the status gquld, by making"concessions", which allo~

the well off Negroes to"participase (i.e, wvote)] » Tae ouviirnes
are very tentafive, but I ¥eelL ipat 1t marks a newW PRase in Lae SLrujLie

in West Point. A much more mpubtle. problem wiitl Face Negroes: in elay, nue
tuat deals with questipns of leadershxp and wiio shouid read, =ad way, aud
winat tueir gquaiitications{ are. I spoke of a tremesndous Dicknp in voter
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registration, Actua;ly, only ahnup 100 people=—= Negroes-- have gone
to ragister‘ginue tihe Eegiﬂning or the aummar, out of an eligible
voting popukation of 4,500, And of these i00, only about 15 have
passed tne test, B&S About 40, including Eﬂﬂptaaeners, have gone down
in the last few weeks, But we'll stili take a voting biii, Aside from
taoe mayor's magnanimous grant of tne Irancnise to Negro Eeaﬁnﬁra, andther
thing that aided was tnoe suutting down of Bryan Bros,, a packing ]._:uj.a.x.r,‘l:.‘,j-L
tor a week because of a snortage of cansg, Since most of the Negroes that
wori there don't have time to go to register ordinariiLy, some went
down during that week, Bryan Bros. doesn't take any aciion égalﬂit
employees who go to register, but it does take action against those who
wontd like a ufiion in. Just a few weeks ago they gave the employees a
T cent an hour raise because union men were iu town, The election will
be held in Jpiy,I understand, So things 1ﬂﬁﬁ£ﬂ get even more complex ——
1 mean the reaction or the white commuaity to social chagge — as
more things start to nappen, And as you can see,there are pressures and
counterpregssures tiat overlap eacn otner, F

One or the pressures tnat we are exerting revolves around tne
testing of public accommodations and direct action in.ganaraxl I am
writing tals a few days alter we oegan to test pubic ﬁﬂuommoﬂatiﬂna in
West Point., I think tnat the testing 1s more important as an organizing
tactic than in the end it dchieves, I mean, most Negroes aren't going
to pay $5 for a room at a motei, even if it 1is 1ntegrgted; but 1n
integrating it you draw attention to a %ﬂﬁﬁilaviL and give people a
gense of accomplisneant, even 1Y they naven't partieipated ﬂire&tl‘j’,.
when they see that you are doing something to break down barriers. it is
especially good 1in drawing kids into the Mississippi Student Union, since
the excitement oi direct actioﬂpﬁiﬁhi %Eem. Tie MSU is ﬂesigued to teach
students about the movement and to ultimately get them to participate in
the work of voter registration.and poritical organization., Ié nave aoout
30-40 kids involved in two communt tees, and hope to extend it tu many
more, Tiae kide decided to test punlic accommodations ‘about tiree waeks
aro, and toney wrote a letter to tne mmyor asking to pave ax Eﬁiﬁlﬁill
with oim to talk about tne problems of ﬁﬁﬂfﬁuaﬂuummndau;uqs. Twn weeks
tater tiey got a reply, sayiug that ne wouid talic to them the Tollowing
Frldﬂ} evening , put in the presence ot tneir parentis. Tnei guickly decided
toat since thelr parents weren't memoers o toe MSU and w&ren‘é going to
be testing public accommodations themselves; nha} would gp. it alona,

7 ﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁta want to tme meeting., I drove them up, but stayed in the car



-l Ji B

while they _met with himi This was, I am sure;-tha first- time that the
mayor had ever met with Negroes who franily, 1f bluntly, gquestioned

him azhout the inadequaciles of Negro schogls and about his using some
influence to get busiﬁesses to comply with the 1964 .Hights Act. From
the point of view of what was accomplished, little concrete came from
the meeting. But the kids told the mayor that they were going to do
some desegregating. His position was that he couldn't tell anyone how
to run his business., As to lousy school conditions -- he didén't have
any power over the schoold, But in a less concrete way it was a great
success, For the kids were, able to confront the mayor and tell him
candidly what they thought of the systep and what they were going to
do about it, And it was a great propaganda victory. So at the next
MSU meeting they decided to iest public accommodations the fullawing'
Satorday. Sm We got together the .day hefore to do some "rele playing,m
one of the kids played the waiter and others would try to get served,
with the eventual results that"policemen"came in and carted them off
to jail, Om the.ﬂaturﬁay there were 18 kids and two COFO workers

who participated. We marched up.town, and the police caught on very
quickly, their cars circled around, keemimg waiting to see where we
would go6. I don! Eﬁﬁ% to make it seemf as if this was a picnic, for

I was quite scared, especially as we passed through town; across the
gstreet from the (nnintegrq@ed) poolroom, In front of it were about

10 wi slack—jEWﬁﬂ with pool sticks in their Bﬂﬂ&ﬁ; telling us their
Teelings about WNegroes in general, and us in particular, We had 9
places that we attempted tp go, so we divided into 4 groups. Our group
E“Et to the Marshall Motel, owned by the mayor,. first. We were followed
by two cars.of pnlice. We walked In, and the spokesman asked for a '
gingle room. The lady, aftey a momentary start,gave him the form and
he filled it out., The sheriff walked in, remarked upon the good
weather, and watched. Our first success, so we went into the foom and
watched a bit of television. Then we went to the Mize Restaurant, A
lady, the cashier, mei us at the door and said we could not come in.
We asked for the manager, she said he wasn't in, and wouldn't be back
until 3, We waited by the door, while people passed in and out, Five
minutes later she returned and said we could come in. We sEt down, were
asked to move, did so, were brought water and menuﬁs by a very pulite
waitress. Then the owner came up and asked us if we had come to eat or
just to gee if we could eat. We replied to eat. He walked away, then
retirned, very angry., He asked me where I came from and I teld him, He
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told me to get out and I started.to oblige him, Then I told him

I had a right to be served tiere.:-He said, "I'll merve them§ pointing
to the three Negroes in the groups but I won't serve ynu“[ pointing
to me, "or her", pointing to the Negro girl ir the group. So our
spokkesman said that.if he -didn't serve some of us, then we'd all
leave, which we did. -

Then we.weni to the Stuthern Inm, There we were informed that
it was aprivate club, We asked why some people Ifrom the Justice Deptl.
hagd been able. to stay there, and he said they must have been guests,
or, finally, that they must have "slipped in", Nomne of us had wit
enough to ask if we_could join the club.

Next we went to McCollum's Drug Store, which we understodd had
gserved an intepgrated group that day. We were EEIQ%E +HatE8E soda
fountain was c¢losed, even though there were several people eating
there, and several unoccupied. seats, He didn't know when it had
closed, or when it would open. So we left.

While we were doing this, ¢other groups were Testing the Coffee
Chp, Rose Cafe, Henry Clay Hotel, and Riitzs Thealer. They were served
at the first two. Also. refused at the A znd W Cafe,

So when we _got home we wrote up affidaviis about the places that
had not served us, .and sent them off to the Justice Department, where
we hope some action will be takem, The experience was still another
example, of how confrontation can help to raise the spirtifs. of local
Negroes; the word.got aroungd very guickly what we.had done, and that
a Negro had stayed the nipht in the Eﬁfﬁiﬁﬁ.uutel. It also intensified
white resistance, for that,nizht the police arres%%&}ﬁen near Mrs.
Adams house, where we stay, We don't kunow what for, but cars had
been coming by all day. And some people are receiving threatening
phone ¢alls... 3 2 =

This letter is awfullr lanc, and I really hayenti got to giving
you all the background about precinct urgani:atiun,i&ﬂ%his the foundation
of the work in Clay County, also about murder in Okalona. I'1l start
quite soon on a new letter filling this in and alss telling about our
plans this summer,

We shall overcome ,





