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pcir,g x-elatively iadustrialized. Between Cle.y and t.lle fertile Dcl;:(ta ll 

r.-ebster and Calhoun 1 •miserably poor, tlte 00 and Tllc: .i. 

little indltstry, most of tlle people subsist by farning. Both are mu(::1 tl :Jr 

violt:mtly inclined than Clay -no "busi ness" group ·in contrlll -- bocat s'.! 

tuere are many more poor 'l'lte racism of these po.or is a real 

ooca.use it. scerop:s to stem from a feeling, t>f inferiority. '! 1cy 

arc equally as exploited as the Negro and are ·found where there are n o 

lo.rge numbers of Negroes "I!>• do unskilled labor, or sharecropping. Qua 

uould think tllat their interests T<onld be congruent 1Yi th those of tll<> l>og::.-o , 

but racism has been expl,oitetl to such a degree that t)ley .term the 
. . .:!roun J:et.mriH1J.!1: ra.cin.l a+.H The lt-t,t.Je 

'T?'W informa.tio.n wn 

· had nbout ;-rebster we got from .froni Starkville who have mn;ked in 

1U>.bin, from ,ihicll to'lm. they regularly get run out by shotgun toting 'l'iit:. . cs. 

We had: the na:nes of severnl 'i 

tl1e t p e Justice Department. By coiJ:rCidencc O"lC r.f 

t hew 1vas the father of a girl 1Vllc lives right <l.own the streot !rom us in 

'iiest !.'oint. Eupora, tbe largest town, real'ly lo&l.ts pitor, it's really J)uzt 

a Tl"'dening in the roa,d , 111 tll dusty ppor looking stores on either :;it..c. t 1 s 

lw.rd for nie· to explain to you just how the people look, really t-wo types­

scrnwny and mean, lri th angular LBJ features • e.nd bea.vy a.ud m.ean. The 1 

too,is nard to but it doesn't have the prosperous, ready ror 
1:msiness look of West Point. hll". Robinson, ififr man we wanted 1D see, li'l;od 

in t1te rural., severn! miles from .Eupora. IIe wasn 1 t home but l got to : ac 

him a days w11en be was in 1'i'e-st Point. It co.me out in our con> c.:­
se.tion that there was only one registered Negro in •:rebster, and he '1ad 

never voted. Mr • .Robinson .has 3 very vay about him and lle s - id 
· during the t.hat since he had some ss at the courtL use 

the next Monday he thought he would-register. I mis really taken aba.cl•, 
nnd almost T<anted to .ask if he was sure what he was doing . So I 

hln a copy of the test end he rTent up and filled out the :forn the ncz:t 
I>.:onday. It turned out thnt the people in \'iebster tlounty rrould be a bl e 

to give tb.nusually good testimo.ny of blatant discriminat1 on in voting. The 

one registered Negro had been told that it be better if he 
vote. . --·hos o 

part:!.cipatep)i the only time that 11e tried to '"'<9':timJr. 'I'be o1:.u.er1-"a::.es 

we had not been a.llowed to pay poll tax -- the bilerii''f took one csido 

and told !tim that 11 it W.:l.E')n' t time 1 "and tho others were soared o:ft in 

siuils.r ,;ays. 1 spent several days in the county and to sevaral 

who agreed to give depositions West Point, since we didn't 

it would be practicable to in,Eupora, 

I a.ls" wont to Calhoun County to see if I cou.ld find some l"egisteJ:ed 
j • • f . ' 



.. c.;ro voters. There seemed to be a £err, ~l&-l!rlm ,....... 
l"P. t.:l_r·•f • .:: ~~'!il teachers. Doth lived up in the hills, ll:Ili!X t~e to·,-:u oi 

'Z.ar<l~.J.PJ.;;.r:t . In. order to get there roe ~ad to go alan~ great wide o::an~ -

IJro·.m cla.y roads, into wooded hills lO.oking as much like Connecticut -. 

::ississip-pi. DOcth men th"t I sa~ - \7crc; obviously not " in£lucnt. i a l", vr-

:J,u t.i!e li-:ni ted sense of "leaders" in the Negro eonmunit)'• The ir i salntion. 

and nge preoluded that. One lla.d r og£st.ered duri.Qg the f'ir-st World r,--

and had v-Oted eve,r siqce. Bolllh voted in thl;} 64 elec-t.ions. Iltit. bot:J h - r:' 

b e e n adVised in 1958 that tht;ty silouldn't vote in the !Jl"ima ry--- e-ven 

tllou~Jw, ironic.ltly they had been mailed a ~UJE~ation from Gov. C"lo oa 

to vote for him--- because so1:1e -.hites in the nex t :precinc t \7ere cooin~ . -
ove~ t o see that they di~•t . They, too, s~id that they would testify. 
~ 

•• Mean¥ihile Bob \1e.s conte.cting _people that we knew in Cla ;v .county 

=d a a lting them to testify. Sone l_awyers arrived f r om :::alif orni a (Vi" 

Jackson), Dart o~ a group of lawyers and court re~orters u h o voluntee-c~ 

t o help ,;itll the deposi ~ions. Tllera v:ere two Ne(i;ro and one -v:hite 1m''"-':-. 

\'e \<ere quite afraid thnt confli,ct would arise between l t s .aud the !a , 

es]'lcc:i.ally regarc:ing the nature of the testimony t o be t,;iYCll, t h .;tt -\a. • o . ' 
woW. J t estif.y atUt -;-;h.o ..-oul.ll not . The whole sulljeft of Yo t el· discr.illlLlati;m 

i s,q;t_Lte COil!pl~x_1 1 !lJCAnthat there 2!I"e many shades - r~t!l~J;inJ; fror• tile 

~st obvious harassment to the subtlltty of having only one person at 
' a time fill out tho form or the registrar's absence duri~ office bour3 • 

. \31 t oo, therearises, the ~auest1on , of who shoul~ vo"t.e -- that i s, o·cy 

those literate enough ~o pass the test if it is fairly apnltcd1 Is ~ 

unf3i~ test (reguiring constitutional interpretat ion) !~ir i f it i s rei~~¥ 

~1lll1iod2 Should only the literate vote.? It s e eme t o ce ~b.at l itor,.,o:· 

standnrds discrimin~te a.ga;i:.nst :precisely those pe~pl~ t"Jlo llavc need or 
r epresentation most. \ihat r mean i.s, is it 1a.nt to set a s t a;ndnrd ot 
llter a cy, for the state governoent ~o set this, and then not provid~ a 

ser;"ant- of the population wt£ftY.Ra~qRthe enough to meet that, s t:mtl<-:r ? G' " ~ 
Couaty didl:l't !.lave a nigh school before 1942, so figure it out~ .-: ny<:no 

over about 35 or 40 didn't have . a chmlce to go t,o higllt Si:haol. And . 
a s-e l!re schooling consisted of 4 months in a county scl:lool "boles - o b.!.r; 

you could. thro'' a doa; through the w;:>lls. 11~on nc~ the y recass m t !·A 

county scllools so tlle kids can _pick cotton :for two months. r ~on• t r<eution 

an"'thillg about the teaching, you can imagine. ill' Smit-h rct;arked t~t +Jt~> 

r eason he quit school in the ~n grade was because he ~~s the oC2y o ft 

~ uis clnss, nut this is really avoiding ine fact that tl1aae ~eo~le nre 

J1l'2f:octly of raising a. ·'frun;i.ly, contraotin.g debts, paying ta.."tes, bec~·.<.n 

~rms , spenki3illK, thia~ing ••• 
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~nd can't vote. So hlr. Graves has failed fot~ times on his ~net1tut1or.al 

interpreUttion. 
we:;l, the lar.yers '17ere extremely nice and sensitive guys and they 

did.!l ' t tlrrow sat too muoh of the testimoay 'Vle had co~~ ectad. nut uo one 

f:t'Ol:l G.::::lhoun was to testify bCC<"'.USO the testimony, tile l moyers fol t, 
m::.:;n_•t strong enough. I felt thp.t we oould just a.s ;rell shorr r:hy otilors 

ll<l.dll ' t: registered there, even though tile people who testi:tied r.ould. have 

bean voters. '1 

I 

I am including a SUI!lmary of too depositions, but r;ould ;;.lso lil;:o to 

sdd soi!!e ob-servations and 1'Clelings o:f my own. 7/e bad 40 dcys to b>ctl er 

e-vitlence anU. the hearings were held all over the sto.te durit'& the last 

weel~ of the 40 days. The day before. our hearings Colru:1bus held t!'leil'Sl, 

I 17a.s d isapllointed \71th the results, even though .-.-e YIOre a1.l. honored h~ 

·the at.tgust presence of !.lr. J .i'. Coleman, former g-over nor of l!is-issinpi, 

chief la-:ryvr· f'or . the ppposi tio·u. Tlle problem w;;~s . tc' ·-e didn't h;:.",'e 
• < 

enough witnesses, mostly C6F<l workersdid testi1'r~7.t1nny people ~!'~-Nil -:.t. 
• they 1"0u1d have i;o coni'ront tho wh.i te estt~i>li~;hment,b:.oked out, So -·:he~ 

our <by arrived :ny feelingv were both apprehensive end '1e>!Jeful, a)lp: e ,.e 

l.Jeeause I 17as airaid they might destroy ou:n testimony (God ;.:no..-s l•o:-) • ti 

hopefUl because I ~?&l~'taat I:Il: local people would coD!e and m. tness 

tlle J1oarin,gs and see Negro jleople standin~ up -to the loc<:l wllites. ~h 

:'Hln.ter the number of such confron;:hations, the. l!lore sure ;·rcgroes ,-, 1 

.reel about participation in the mo;gcment, At eight tflil•ty 1n the t b~· 1, ~ 

a uh.ite cadillac drove up, entl out stepped a nlute lawyer. Soou t!1e er r­

around this smali Negro churoh was filled nith :ate model, mostly ~'ite 
oars and it seemed t~at every~:~ connected with the politic~ of 
~est ?oint was there. No Negroes, b~ lodts of white people sitting tv 

tile church, Since '~e dicln ' t h~ve oui!J4ftnesses ther,e,I testi:f'ied • .ll. i'l'\7 

mo:t· c Negroes c ame in as tm testimol1ynprogressed. That day tour peo:plo 

zot eo testify , so 1ve hacl to put t~1c rema.iner of:C for tbo ne;ct day. , 

dey ~here were .fewer whites and as the day prorrressec we hod avery lor o 

"row!! (50-75) o.f attentive Ne~roe.s, almost all of whom s·~ayed for tJ e 

entiro ilay. At one point a jet flew ov= .head, ,just as .::= of ttie o ~'lt; 

lar.y~rs v-as asking a question. Tllere r.as a booo that shook the windo>.a 

ot the church. The white lawyers, broken in midse.ntance, gave eacn o;;hel' 
di "hel ~ ef 

loo~s o~ eooplctc and utter ,,t~1•·~ - - in tha t split second eve~yo .o in 

the church, white 1'\!ld bla.ck, thtr~ht it had. been l.oo::Jl>ed. Wh.on the r.wo 

lnv.yrrs real~~ed their mist&k9 they were pictures of sheepish ness, ~ ~crt 

o:f facial "hall, uoh, of course it ,·;asn1 t, not hcll"e>, helm, lieh," .tvcryol'c' 
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lau~ilt.er, ovez-ybodyiSs u."tclerstantling, intensified their cisGomfort. i.Ull 

the o.tWOSpllcre a the church lte.d Ch3ll;~Od , UOC;;>.USO tile thin,_~:;s t!lo wit.-
• 

nesscs were say:Ln$ were things tha.t mosi; of tho specil~:tors had e~-pc ·itlnce'l 

anx tue ~1itnesscs in turn reoeiveil.,a{iilll·ance fr!)o the reqJr.>'''H~ o[ t.J 

cpcot.n.tors. liut the best momont was yet to come. ·:rs Georgi. lioby, 1:1. 'i-1 

ye:·>.J.' .,:j_d woman >Vne testifying. \'/hen the opposi . .o·tg lo.\'l)er cross-exa:ni 

her he kept add.ressin~ hol' a.s "Georgia". Our lcnvyor remtu-1tcd, ·~r. 

trying te he as polite as possible to the witnesses!f: wauld you plc e 

at1c\ress l:er as !.frs •. Rob:;;•l" ''Excuse me, I c:l1 du' t ltno1'1 I uas o.f:dress Jt,. I 0"' 

cs cmy thing; cls~." ~The face every ·Negro iJl tin: roo.J 

sftQue ~d every chest jast puffed out and spectators turned to one en t c~ 

and sl!tiied. By the end of the day it we.s obviollS tha.t we !:;ld ilraml 

c.vcn :;cgi'oes who ll!'.d not particina.ted in our 

ue~r<l tlmt testiminymva.s beigu given and who 
real di~E?Jt:t~~*FlPlnt was that the people from 

m~etings, but, •vho ll~d ju:; 

cane do17'1 to sc a. :.ry cu.L;· 

~e~ster County that I bn~ 

Ucnt!".cted didn 1 ti testify. PartLy this r.aG tlle reoul t of fe..ul ty OO".:'"I" ·1:.· c 

but ieur lnl-s also '1' !actor . There \7as a. ln.wyer from eupora t:1ere t.J 
they 

quest.i.·on the people u.ho came from \iebs,ter and = e~tin.atl:r tel t t~1t•t 

the C.irtrct knouledge of· the local white people would place th~m :l.u t o 

l!l"ilOh j e,!poriiy. Since l7e didn't have a real :ilOVement t11ere 1 t .is hnrd ~ 

olune them, and I hope that. r.hen r.e do start moving there ml will an 

r;h~."t tJey- qre less afraid. 

I' r.1 not heit:~g exactly ci>.ronclogical which is Okc-.y, I guess. .·hen I 

got b~&tcJI~g~~8atll€!e project h~d just got out of jail, nod the eVet!tc 

lo::u:ling to .thatg:!:B nn interesti~ illustration of just-ice in tm ;, 'lli:! 

-t:?.te. Darl. Rice was a local youth who ilz.d p;.u-ticlpated in the n:o·;cmc-ut., 

t;:at is, helped duri~ the Freedoo Vote, and c;orl! S1\~C buttons to ~ • 
!is <: result o'f this the principal .of' the school i11lli marked llb cs --' • 

~ t~·oublemaker ... =•b.:frro . .,..=Xn:mt One dav two .. irls ltere '.;.;!, · ti•·- b p • l:::o ,L::'I ~ 

,;c· ool ;-ard ariel c. :i:n:!: crowd g.:t '.ill.ered, i ncluding Carl. The pol ice c '(' a-

• 

Brrcr~t.ed Csri J:or :L:lci ting to riot . 'I'.ha.t .tit;;ht several COPo v.-orkors £" t< 

stutl.c:tts decided to protest his arrest. They marcllec1 to th(} jail, l!ll'r 

arms, and bega.n s1031ng (aal this a.tter they had nGt been. allo,·;cd t., o-ee 

Carl). The police C:1ie:f • told them tp Clove and they w;re arrested ..-;;1.e!1 

tl!ey ·refused. BOlil ..-as set at three ~dred dollars c;:piece 1 Oll chart;"- oJ: 
disturbing tne peace. Afe~'lwil:Ue the. police 1\"Bre tryiz:o.g to get their 

.... +.ilr. 
·parents to briD,g cha:r:ges against the I'!Orke:rs for contributing :: .::::....... 

tlelinql enoy of, minors - c.ll refused. tarl' s fo.tllor worked :fer the o1 ;;y • 
.....-~ou t•_s. t rial came up he 11as represe11 '!.ad by a local cttorney. :teJ)or' ccUy 

he -:;~.s =rned t.{Jor;et ont o:f to•m in four days, or l•n mlul.d l.Je sent to 

' 



. 
r~t~rm so~ool for four-years. It sounds ama~in~ ~o us, doesn't it7 D 

this t~ing is happeniaz all aver Mississippi, all ever tho coun~y? 

ll~'~<>Plr. 't'l'ho don't know t11e.ir rights there is often little reeolll'se. I 

blot< ot a case where a boy· >7as returne(t to jaiJ., c.rter bei.r.tG out o' 

ll!'.Xoie , because he was arrestocl ~r disjn-ibuting 11 tercture ui t11out u; 

p~rmit, even though the·case bas not yet been tried! ~hen, to ~ot bat' 

to Carl's case, his parents received a $150 bill from this lar.7er for 

.ills services. whe.n he had been i'orcet'! to get h;im ill the first plao~ 

hcoa.ua~ or :fear fo~· his city job. ae gets about'~35-40 n \>eek. 'l'he other 

pooplG arrested, including tbe workers,were bailed out by people in 

tll.e community, wbo put; up property borld!l. Se, whatever else w2os acco ·­
lllished. b:· the arrests, t~yservod to prove that the co;urr:uo.ity could 

suJ:lDort us :in a. piach. 

As lleftrre, my only real contact l7i th the 'l!hite coonrm::t:- is throu::;;. 

the lncal librarian. She's real talkative. Every t~o I ~o th~e,(about 

once E. weel!:) slla starts a. conversation. One day it's an article ill the 

Su.'ldn:; Tiroes, the next s oook I've ordered, or t<hat~·s going on in 

Colu....bus. So one day she ask.cd oe :lf tlle Library in Col=buo had cJ:len'J<l. 

yP.t. It was closed beco.l.iSe the local }!cgro . ._ ds tried. to mtegra.t~ it. 
Sh.::. tl!ougllt it r.as a. disgrace for tho library j;o be oJ.osotl. l"or tcr t 

ii!e;::.Io1' the distribution of books, {JO$rea;ated or in-r.egrate:i, is par<" :.1t. 
Sll'l asltcd me U: r oou.ld appreciate how much it meant to her to be ~ !e 

-;o ~ocp the library illtegrated,(1ihich it is only in theory,f<~r ouly ~ • · 
,-~ 

kids knoc: or dar~ to go t~re). She calls ·the libr::.:.-y her ''C'li- :to 

ns is ever g:.ateful to JJayor Darnes Marshall tllat he lets her do ,.;!.r.~ 

sho Tiants there. D.nyv;ay, 1 s?.id iw, I couldn't <:pprociate ho>. rnucb it 
l!:ean~ to her becaose there seemed to be so much that sllc wasn'1. :fr t 

!lo out_sid.e the library. 1 suggested that slle mig:t1t try to pnlllioi-o • 

tho ~ds that it was Lategrated. She said she oou2dn't do that, i.~. ·~-~ 
"they"uouldn't want her to (!.o that. exactly, 1 thought, and lu:m cau yo 

:feel appreciative of such t~s when y'u can 1 t do anytlling 'to i!:rr,lCPI! t 

th= fully, to G.:J.y nothi~rfi~r;llbt~nitlJill£:rsc aroun.J. you. Sllc thinks t" -t 

the presc1').t civic a.dr.tinistration is the model of i$.~reas. ! dis<:-.,.. • ·z o 
to;m is business oriented, a.ud there:i!oro ros}lon.sive to stability l!)t 

cha.nc;o, or only sucn•ellange--as :ls necessary for stnbility. , as 1 rll 

si1ott. The editor a~ the local nst7spaper ''o.s a. stronz scp,ort.e:r o.: G· :1.­

-;-mter and 1 t is interesting to see his ch.o"\uge in st>moe in 111s daily 

coLumn. For a. ferr weeks IJ:efore tllo dea.cllim for the l.oc3l ecllool iJ '-- d 

to sulJmit its plan for integration o£ the ~ools (or Iose fedora'!. fu.'l s) 

O"l::.t oou.ld see l.l.iru ?.ttoa.pting to convince ~lfi recdol·s of tllo inev:!. t .• 1 



while maintaining tne rhetoric l}~~ifrf~ga.tion . I'Ie explained bo;; lll""Y 

sleepless nights were being spent considering wuot?'Jror nJt. to sign. 

He reminded his readers that 1 t \m.sn• t a question o:f intog1·: !nt; ,cr :r.; 

but ,f integr~tinz '<l"i tu federal funds or w1 thout. B:o ur ..:ed all clu' r 
tt• sot aside ~ne night so thst s.onoonc t:ur:m the Chnml>er o.t Cocl:l~:Cct> 

(>hi to) coald discuss the problems with them. So tl\e lliOr<J.l quer,ti:m 
integrating is presented solely on econo!:lic, on prag;:;P.t1c, terms. lr •m­

<J.bl;,·, then, the pledge 'WEIS signed, awl the board O{(rcot;l to de.:;::-e;;:~ .c 

at, tlle rata of one gre.do ayear. Wha~ a rid.iculttusly slo'" ra.tel I tlli ·; 

t.il£ot tbe}"' ve ~~·eady bad 11 years of disobeying t1lo ,la..- since titer "'"'r" 
Co•zt decision, so ~>ley have their o.sko a.nd eat it too, o:r, ;:r.s I!ubcrt 

rrw:l'uflly}'i~~ftously: "'l'he federal gover:&:~ ~ill 1'/llllc the e::..-tra ml1 
:tlL before <nl'tting of"! funds." Tl.eally! That sort of tniq; il'l CU'.lculo.tc<l. ~o 

g1-,.e (lll .illusion or proc;ress . B\J,t, afyer a.ll ~!Us so:ft.eain!; U? tlu:.t t 

~oonl !'!CVJSP:l.J:ler bo.s boen c'loing, :w.:;t KOT ON.cl ur,nn ,r.:..;.S D:::!::::N P:tit;T'..ill M 'I~ 
' ·~..-,0~' ' "'7QBlC'LT'ffA'l' 

~-~":~;j1!1·l'/7HE ~.DG3 'dl;1..S .SIGNED! 'J;'lle Negro teo.ohers if~VO ilcen iu D 

&nd ;;ord has gotten around, bzrl. the power struct=e is ;;uplJl'OSsing n 
' 

fe11 diaoloauro to the lole:;ro Ccnnu ity. But even Clore tilrut t.hie ••• 

Wi'thin the last couple of weeks Vll tor re&istrat.ion lt.~~ :::ipi.:o l.tt't' 

t::-o:1e tlously, the umyor ho.d a meeting <'l'i th. t::~ Ke<;ro tenci1er3 ""'(<: ~n r' 

sc:u-ce. b.eli.evaOle, told the!:! to .'J:O to ::1.$" 1l= 'lEGI::;!':U TO VG1'£!! II 

f>C!la:·::-.1 aunom1oeneL1t llas beeJl ri1ac1e r,o tile 1\egro populntion at larc;c, 

word ~s go<'lten out. And with. srrriti:J: the work o£. our prae1nct.s (I'l! 
' C:lo.1'1l,dn shortly nore about "'lis) j.s pa.y.i.ng ott, tJore D-nd .:101·e peop1.( 

0 

IJ • 

t;oing to r~:;ister. ':'fbat ::.tim:!: else >i'en.t on at th~ meetinz1 l'lc just. l~ r:·ftr' 
~il·'lt. tile ruyor said that the teachers should ~lisconra~~ parents fro& 

scnrli.!\1; ~llcir kids to integr::r.t,od schools, he said tl.:~t 1 ''i':o are not pl:llli i.D~ 

to se:td ours eo yours." 499,Jhfif!h:i3! tal.k a.bq.ut n "bi.-r:?cinl conni• .... '• 
;;;o t'::10t's ,going nn? In oa.ny "?ays it l.l..J;I.Pea.rs t.h:'!.t. t11e ~ocal '~lutes ::J:e 

:1-t ~.fJJrJJ1 tine: to ma.1ce prel1taim ry steD~ to tllwart the rmrlc or the FDP. 1.n 

a new way, by recntiti~ tlle pseudo-lcad~l"W of tllo :.<ogro co=~n:ity, o" 

ent.l cing tuem (anti hopefully t!;e vus t majoritY oi' tile 2•egro corl::tE.lll;. t.I, 

1~t1ici: 1 ool!:s up to tl·ese i;eaohers, ministers, businessmen) into an c.gre::- nt. 

oct "l:loclcrates~ oi' the status quO, l>y ma!dng'~concessio s", which ul1. 

t.!:tc r:ell ot.J: Ncgt·o.-s to"i:Jarticipa()c'i {i.e. vote) • 'rue O!l'!.o.!.U..CS 
are vo:r7 tcuta:t:ive. out I :ree.1. T.tla.t 1t. mar= a ne•r pna.s<l! .lll ;;.uc s!'1 

JJJ. ,:r!!S~ Polll.t. ;4. muoi:l nore auotl.~ proiJLent w:t..J...L -race }~Te~.coes lU cl3Ya. .~o 

tuat d2;;,J.s IT.1 t;a quest1.ons o:r J.eadcrsu.1p =tl w,.o suotllu J.eall, e.ull Wll,)'. 

l7J.<at. t.u.!Hl' quaJ.J.:t:!.ca.t.ioJ.l£.1 are. I spo:m o:t :l. r.re<;~eadous ];ll.cl::!'-:i,l .Lli vot l" 

• 



registra~ion. Actual. ly, only about '100 peopLe-- Negroes-- nave gone 
' ' t.o reg!s~er , sinoe the begiuniilg or the summer , out or an eligible . 

vo t ing ·popu:lation of 4;500. And or tnese 100 , only about 15 nave 

pass~d tile t ·est. ~ l.bout 40, inclcuding ia8 teaCilers, have gone down 

in the last few weell:s. But we ' l.L stlll ta.l!:e a voting bill . Aside from 
' the mayor ' s magnanimous grant · o.t ti:le :rranch:j.se, to· Negro 'teachers, a.ndti:le~ 

tni.ng that aided! was t.ae s.Uu~ting down or Br.yan Bros;~ a p_ao.K:i.ng p.lant; l.• 
':ror. ir. week because or a s nortage of cans. Since inost of the . Negroes ' that 

work there don't have time to go ~o register ordl.llari.Ly, some went 
•' 

down during tha:t wee.ll:. Bryan Bro·s • . doesn• t take any action agai.a:*t. 

emp1oyees who go to regis~er, but it does take action against those ·wno 

wonid like a ugio~ in. Just a ~ew weeks . ago tAey gave the employees a 
'f 0cent 8.n ho.ur raise because union me11 were in town. 

be he1d in J~;l.y,I understand. So things ~ get 

The election wi.LJ. . 
even more compLex 

I me all tlle r:eact.ion or t .ne wbi t e commuui ty to soclaJ. c.llaage - as 
' 1nore things start to happen·. And as you can see·; there- are pressures and 

counterpressures that overLap eacn otner. 

One or tfle ·pressures that we are exerting revo.l.ves around tne 
. . . 

testing ot pub.Lic accotillllodations and direct action i1l. genera!;. I am 
. I • 

writing tnis a few days a rter we pegan to test pubic accommodations in 
' . West Pol.Ilt~ I thJ.n.ll: tnat tho testing is more important .as an organi:ld.ng 

tacti c than in the eud it achieves. I mean, most Negroes aren't going 

to pay $5 .for ·a room at a. mote.L; even it it is :..ntegr~ted; but 14 

integr~tia~ it you draw atte·n~10n to• a mttJ.eV1.1 and give peop.Le a 
' . . 

sense .or accomplisb:mant , even 1f tney lraven • t par~1c1pated J:l.irectJ.y, 
wnen t;1e~ ~ee-· tfl?t you ;lre doing si>me.tll i.ng to break d~wn barr1.~rs . ·It -is 

especial.ly good 111 drawing kJ.ds into . the MisSJ.ssl.ppi Student Union;. since. 

t ile excitement or dl.rec~ acttofrPROO tBem. The. MSU is desig11ed to teacA 

students about, t he movement and to ui timatel.y get tnem to part1oi.pate in 

tn~ work. of voter registration .and po.a.it.ioal organizat-ion. 'If~ nave aoout 
30-40 ltids involved ·1n two communiti.es, and nope to extend it to )Dany 

• • 
more. The Jtl.ds decided to test pul>lic accommodations 'about. three weeKs 

ago, and taey wrote a ,le~te~r to tne nayor ask'ing 1D nave wi. mill!faw. 
wJ. til .tlim to talk about tn.e problems ·o:r ¥i!Bti0 acoommodat.ioll:s• Two weeks 

.L.a.ter tuey got a r!3p1y; se.yiug tlla.t ne \VOUid tali!: to tuem the ' toll.o\Ying 
• • • 

Frl.da.y even1ng , but ,i.n the presence or t n eir parents, They fiUicli:~Y decided 
• t bat SJ.nce their parents wereu•t members of the MSU and weren• ~ going to 

be testing 

7 ~is 
public accommodations themselv:es; they wonld I!P> :it· e:r.one . 

' w.a.ot to t oe meet:lag. · I drove them up , but stayed in ~he oar -
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l7hi l e they_met with lt·iDl> This was , I am surc~ .. t he 'first · time that the 
mayor ha d ever met witp Negroes who frankly, · i f bluntiy; questioned 

' ' . hDn about the inadequacies of Negro schoqls ~d a~out his using some 
' i)tl'l uonce to get businesses to comply ,rtth . the 1964·Rights Act , From 

the. point of .Jiew .of what was accompl'ilshed , little concr ete came from 

the meeting . But the kids tol d t be mayor that they wer e go'ing to do 

some desegregating • . IUs, position was that he couldn't tell anyone how 

t o run his business. As to lousy school conditions· -- he didn ' t have 

any power ov_er the schoold:. But in a less concrete way H, was a great 

s uccess. For the kids were .·able t\) conrront the mayor and t e l l h im 
candidLy what they thought of the systelll and what they were going tq 

do about it. An~ it. was a ,great .propag001da victory. So ·at the next 

MSU meeting they decided t .o test public accommodations the· f ollolving 

·s a t urday. :llll; .• we_ got tog~ther the . . day be.fore to do some "role playing , " 
One of the kids pla.ye~ the . w.ai ter and others would try to get served, 

wi t h · t b e eventual ~ results that"policenum",came in and cartecl them o·ff 
. , I 

to j ail . On the. Saturd.ay the?="e were l8 kids and .two COFO worker s 

'G'llo participated. We marched up . town , and the poli.c~ caught on very -

quickly, . their cars .circl ed around, lioi:Jq~ wai ti.ng to see wher~t we 

woul d go. I do~' ~-· to make it seem/ as if ~is was a picni o , Lor 

I was qu1-te sc·a.r~d, espe<;ially as ·we passed through town, across the 

s treet from the (anintegr4ted) poo),room, In front . of it were about 
• • • t; 

10 ~ slack-jawi& wit~ pool stick$ in ,~heir ~; telling us their 

feelings _abo'ut Negroes in,.geneJ;al, and us in particular. We . had 9 

:p l a ces t hat we .att.em:pted .tp go , so we divided j..r.to 4 groups. , Our group 

m t to the Marshall Motel • . owned. by .the mayor., . first. We were f o1lo1red .. . 
by t wo cars . of police, We ~lked in,. and the syokesman asked 'for a 
s ingle room. The lady, afte~ a momentary start,gave him the form and 

he f illlld it out. The sheriff walked in. remarked qpon tlle good . 

weather, and watched • . Our first success, s.o we 1vent into the t oom and 
watch ed · a tiit o~ television. Then we went m t he Mize Restaurant • • A-

t ..• 

l ady, the ·cashier, met us at tile door and_sa.id we could not come i~. 

We .asked for the .manager , ~he -\laid he lTasn•t in, and wouldn' t ~e !Ja'Cl~ 

unt i1 3, i'te waited by the .. door , . while people passed in and out . Five 

minutes later . she rett,trned and said we coul d com~ in. We s~t down; were 

asked to move, did. so, lvere brought water and menuts by a very poli.te 

wa i t r ess. Then the owner came up and- asked us if we had come tq eat or 
' just t o ?ee if we could eat. We replied to eat. He ·Walked 

' rettirned, very angry, He asked me where ~ came from and I 
. ' . . 

away, 'then 

t old h im. I:Ie 



told me to get out and I st~ted.to_oblig~ him~-Then I told, him-
' ' I. had a -right to be s.erved._t~cre .• ·He said, "I' ll trerve th~m~ pointing 

to th~ t~e_e__Negroes in the group• "but I won• t serve you";' poin:t.lll!g 

to me , "or her" , pointing to the Negro girl in tbt;t group. So our 

spoke~man-s·a.id that' . if he ·didn • t serve some -'6f us, then we• d a:tl 

lenve; wllich .. we. did~ 
Then we-went .to the Southern rnn:1 There· we were inf ormed that 

i t was apr1vate- olub. w~ a~ed why some people from the Justice Dep~ • 
• 

hall been able--to stay there·, and he said they. must have been guests, 

or, :tinall y., that .. t hey must have "slipped in." . None of us had wit 

enough to ask if we- could join the club~ 

Next- we- went -to -McCollum• s Drug Store, which we understodd had 

served ~ integrate"' group that day. we_ were• ~~l.~ett'lilC8'tfU; -Soda:. 

fount?-in was closed,' even though there were several. people ea.t.ing 

t here;.and several unoccupied ·seats~ lie didn't know wb.en it had 

closed, or when it would open • . So we left. 

While .we. wer.e --doing . this, qther groups were ~esting .. the Coffee 

Chp,' Rose Cafe·, . Henry Clay Hotel, and Ritz Th eater. They were served 

at the first .two . -Also -refused at the A and 'If Cafe. 

So when.. we_g-ot_ home we =.ote UJl affidavits abo·u t the pl a 9es that 

had not serv:ed us , .and sent them .off to the .Justice. Department , where 

we hope some act! o.n will be taken:~· The e:r..--perience was still another 

e::;::a.mple , of. how confrontation can .hQ,lp to raise :the spirtis. of loca l 

Negroes; the word _got aroung Yery q_ui.ckl.y: what we . had done~ and. t hat 

a Negro had stayed the .. night .in the OO~fi. Motel . It a.Iso intens.ified 

white resis~ance, -for t hat ,night the police arrest~hJffien near Mrs. 

Adams house~ where we stay; We don• t !mow l'lllat for, but cars had 

bean coming _by all day. And some peopl~ are receiving threateni ng 

phone calls . • • 

This letter is awfully long, and-! . really baven\t got to giv~ 

you all the background abo~t precinct orga.nization,~h1s the foundation 

Qf t)le work in Clay CoUILty, also about murder in Okalona.. I • ll start 

Quite soon on a new letter filling this in and also telling about our 
plans this summer; 

1"'-~--- ·. ~e J\Tt-' t­
v-...,;'-0 tL Vf· 

We: shall overcome, 

~ 5 t'--0......> 
l( 11f'l~- J • 




