
-~nt ot tii.J State Oapitel Li.t,t lcak1 wbioh hu alJr8111 
I.L!i..l1•~ res t.Wn. ..~ t l' t . · ot tile !964 Ci'ril Libu· IS.U, lea roe• tried to be 
Mned tln:. ar¥1 ._, nf • uenic o Af tld.a, a priw.te olub, oal.led tbl Capitol ClUb, 
•t.t t c:1 ad ~ n 111 &1 eel oat *"• A nit 1111 been fiJ.cl tbro111h the 
UIC\' II!Do hzw\ ccm.~~Ddi~W t.!:.at b oat•tel'ia •• .. 1Ate a olv.b oDJ.T to keep .. l'oea out 
aD4 tbl.t SAt itt it u DOt a oll!b t N.J.. _, wld.te pe:ne ou eat tbare witbout •llberabip 
ca.r&!o .b lait •• t1W e b . n o 8lll U. not beelou..cl up. ODI of tbe aajoi" 
ft•o• tw ~ 1a tall taot tUtl Uw aor publcl tbl oovt ~ bear tbe cue. 
'Ire white SJilC wozkal'l1 l.rle '- ,. n IID4 laDD7 CtG rg att-.Pt-14 to ••t at tbe clleteria 
a It 14M &4 ~•N aert"" • d.tbQut.qaa11GIIO Oar . a(l~ at -u. 4uDnatrat1on waa1 
tblratonj •toK (tozpt1d.lll tbat tM o,dteria u 1D tbe balaent of the 
Caatto.\ bU141aah l) tbl 10 '&iol ow te DOt 1A t.ot a priYate club .., t}U,t 1 t 1a a p!blio 
•oiOilat.ia iDM wld.te pla -.ttbout nbipJ aDd 2) that ··~~ •re aiatenae 
.t a ·p.I'1Tat. o:tU on ~ pro ~ bt AU. ~ 1a 1lll&al ~r the lqual. 
Proteot..toa han.aicn of tM lhth nt • 11 • pocrriaioDa of MDT Oivil ll1chu Aate • 

.. 
OD till C~ac~Wtratd.im 1tMlte 

Oa lfaroh u, 1$65, a croup ot 32 opl SJ inaludi• l'hil&Ddlr Saith CoUeae students ml 
800 •taft -nnt to tile Capitol Club tor J..umb. tba IU1'4 at tba door retued to· let thea in 
en ~ baa. ot 1M fMt that tbe7 dicl DOt rah1p cal'deo Tbl white Maben ot tbe 
arwp.· illliatecl that thq had eatedn Ullin tbout oara ad 11'&Dted t.o eat again· w1 t1a their 
t!'1eDIII o !ba parc:l cl1d DOt to IE.- wbat te cle wept to tr7 to keep tbea out. After a 
ailmte 1' IOj be Mked ODI ot tbl D. d•oD8Vato'l'8 to lOt the "State Polioe ctam tblreo In 
tbl Mutt.$ arwp .a~~~~•cl to 1llalk tta eat:riiDDe e...-t. J1a1v people wbo would erdi-
Dal"iq be oatiDI tbltre 41d DOt t17 te pt ta~roa~llo Otban bad to tim •aberabip o&l'de · 
er-wb8re aDl puh ad lbow thl1r wq thrcNaho · 

ADd tben tbllta.tA !roopare aft"iwclo tbq u4e a puaapwq ter •membena-• -b7 p l.! ag u · 
cd.Dat till wall e4 OODt1:Aued to lea 11&Wt u to bop ui tbere. !be eeoNtal7 ot lttate, 

" '-lle7 lr7ant, tlllea U'l'iwcl on ta. aoelW ac1 ubd u to atep uide and talk ·Uou,t tt.· • 
telA Ida w Ulll oa. to eat~.IDCl DOt talk, wtlareupc. be told u be could uot let us eat tba1"e. 
!b1a nt CJl t01" a ftileo there to~ a ellort ocmtereDDe i.Daide the oateteria aDd tban 
J113or JA&ck !bo1QN:a. ot tiiB tate fol1ce llddreaMCl ua. • told u he dicln't want aJJ7 trouble 
&Dl t.b&t. • abou.4l atep a~ido m.t talk &beNt it1 ba.t. 1D arq •~•nt we !!£ to clear tbe wlel. 
• aaid, 4oA't want DO here &ld 1 don't tb1Dk JOU do eit.btr, but 1f we ba'fe to 
ba.,.. OM, w &N p:Np&Nd to aiw it to ,.,u. .. • liMn .. qaiD :retuaed to .,., be proceeded to 
&ift u just t,.. 2be ordar w 11 zu •01, .,... '•• •ta here.•, at. which po1Dt, approzi-
aat.tr 1$ or 20 ~~.-':'1 p111Md, hoftd, Jd.alrJID«l, hit, alqped aDd tbrn bocliee da-n tbe hall. 
-~ :re b7 obeDae, auch ..._, pbotopapt.r.. ,.._,~ t onlookers, wel'e alao 
nt.tl4 in tM •- r 1riD DO amiD& WM CiWDo A~ waa tbran to "the floor and 
k1Dke4 ... brJw r • 1 bo7 wu alen*' in. tiM .taceJ a &1rlwaa hit b7 a trooper's 
n..t, •to., eto., !M lrot!P • up at oppoa1te ot \be h&llwbere driwr•a lloeDBel 
11ft 111U OUto !be IOON\ar7 of •'-tog ib7 t, lpob to,_ IIWo lie told U8 t hat it We left 
paace.t~ be .-,u14 MDII ua 1iba ot tbe people em tbl oOiaittee who lease the Capitol 
Club. We lifted to lane J1180etulq" (we did not Jll'cm.se not to co• back). On our. wq out we 
•t tbe NOODd aroa.p ot · PeNt 12 peopa ,. deoSdecl to walk around to tbe otlllr cloor ud 
tq to aet ••rwcl llaillo About Wll ot ua ...S. it clan to the bal .. nt- the troopen cot tbe 
rest ot ua nat ot u at \be top ot tba •tairrt• lbt ot thl aroup turned around to leaw. 
BiU 1fu.HD ude b1a wq 1ibronch ud aat 011 tbl· eta.i.N. troopers littec:l h1a up ad tbrn hill 
a&ai.Dit ibe nllo Aa bl was ptUDa hiaHlt up, a t.roopar bit h1a W1 th a blunt iDstru.ent 



.. " ' • # ·-

..... :. ..... ~·- . tlda potat. • ll'OQ til&\ .... ~Wlw ..... baS.. .,._ -.p tbe 
· IM.u,w bJ till ftate ~-. »oat. tine • t.v .. ~ \rDd to 11ft II.U ud C&rr7 

·:~ oataSM (" •• 11Mb te> 1':&.~ ftallt ...,)~ ""' eeoh 14M t1117 •••••d to haT• hill.~~ 
. ·~ WoopeN ~ p.-Jd!W~ ~~· etao ... UIIJ' lolt. tllliz' lripo • •a fiull7 

..• .:. .....,_. .~ tbl \loor, at. wld.ob i BlU lq OD. U. oaaorete. ao..- oal~ a doctor, 
wllle tile n•t ot • tONed a oliola uou4 1111 all Iaiii • 111all o...ro .. •. After a 
dootor d14 DOt. arrlw 11'1111da tift lda1iel1 • . dieoiAIId to cSri.W 1111 to a baepitalo lour 
ol' tiw •~at 1a t~t~ · oar IDd tbt NRiiDi'\t laO peopla IIUObM blok te tbl SICC ottioe 
(--.t a,' .U. •q) IUiilll lr~- lqlo At ~ otfioe, people apNIMd a de1ire to 
-.zola Oil tbl O&Jd. tol tibat. attenoca tD prowt. 1M beat.iDp ~ !I.e next hour aDd a halt 
wu •Jid p•tac •a •t1JI!eJt.tf to auoJa. IDil =t'na ·~ tor pioke~n • 

.• Jlairo)ls 

AIODtl 200 people aatblnd at 3830 tlaat. attenaoaD tio aaroll trca tb..~ SI10C ot!1ce to 
t.JIIt ••te Captiiolo • aarot.c:l t.b.Nalb tala. rab, ... oU'I"J'llll uabaU.$ •illcmc J'reedoa 
IOip. lblll·w U'1'1ft4, • al'Oblcl U01IDil t.111 area sa tJ~GDt. ot till Olpi.tol althouch no 
a~ ~.11 aide t.o eater tile ba.ildiJIIo • · ta.a ltoJllld _. weft ~ b;r three C# 
~~ ~eop:a..- -At. .. poSA .... a..1t· ad PL'.,_• Jlllt. a\ tllat. -at. apsrCIId.u.teq 2.$ 
..ate \'rbopen .,_.,1114 1IP t.bl 1t&irl &4 •tood 1A boat. ot tt. ctooa leltiDI :lA to t he * Cqi-tol, all. ot tbla bold$ft1 malatltiOD 2 f•t. ~. • 1NN told l.aMr tlaat all 
._. to· b Capitol ••~ ol01ecl at U..t S. (tar., IW•'M4 o.lolled tor alaout. l$ a1nute1 -
a\U.w "Wt. • . lo oa. ·o0\114 leae tbl Capitol at tbat. U.. eitller). (0. 'bit ot edi­
t.orial.ismc beN -the <loon ot Jut.ift oloMct ca1a t.o ltlMt oi\itieu). • proaieed 
to "tam till Dlzt. dq. 

!bat .....w.i lo'bbf BarriiOD1 t.bl o~ ot tala L1.tt.le loot IW.at. llo,...nt., 
,oallecl l17.ut &boat. 11M pollild.Uier ot DIIOtiaUaa~. IL7Dat. W'll "fU'1 .aollin laTor . 
ad told Barriloa to call hU 8HNt.al7 iii * ..-.aiD~ to' ub a clltiDiile .~in1zwnt. • 
• ... 41at1Dite~ t.bat. • wCNld ... ldia .,. ti.-~ att.I'DDOJlo - ot u t. 
~t.h...., later t.bat. ewJd.lll ud w deoidM it. woalcl be be\_. it • dtJa&.ation went 
U.te811l ot 3Ut em. penODo tbll •• apeeduJIOR &Ill • .Je6 wre o11oHn. Deaon­
••au-,... o..u.ct ott tor~ 1D U.bt. ot t1dl DMr .._los-at.. 'lbln B17ant'e 
MONtaz.,wu oaJ.W, •• W'MD't. t.blre ed. Dliiilllr ... 111. • oall.ecl bact arOUDd DOoD 
ud told • 1:rpat wu CNt ~ tCift OD. a IJIIUilll •111 ... •at.• !ld.l •• olm.ouq a lie1 
.,.t.llaN.., DOt. 811Dh W. ooal4 do &Milt it •' tlaat. t!lil. 1t. •• allo too lat. to call , ...... u.. .... aiil. . ,_ . -
···-····· ·Bii'rDo.-•Paki w pz,ut. .. aia latazodq u4 Wll alftNCl *"a --.tiDe wo.ald bt 
arriJSiiiiL- · It a. 18 11ft de'tiaiteq. arrupcl 1l,r ....,.,. or lallldq, daa .. t.ratiODS will 
be~. 

, . 
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On Thursday, March _l8, 1965, Dr. w.u .. Tawnsehd; chairmah -o.f· 'the Coti.ncii···on·coDlinuni.ty 
_Affairs,. called Kelly Bryant, secretuy of state ~ 'tO: reques\ a ·~eiing ·~th hi.hi '_~gai-ding 
the •capl.tol Club, Inc." Mr. Bryant, who had previouSly promised U.S neg6ti·atiortfi'''meetings 
told Dr. Townsend that he was not the man to 'see - that he should' speak tO. ciarehce · ' 
Thornbrough, chairman of the Board of Directors of the ••Capitol Club, ~nc_ .. • l)r .. Townsend 
then called Mr. Thornbrough (who i s also Governor Faubus 1 Executive Sec:t-e:tary-)". , Mr .• . 
Thornbrough told him that he would be glad to meet w1 th h:j.m, but t hat i;t~ wotiXc:f uialce no 
difference one way or the other. He already knew thl t tM 'a.tWWer wouicr be' 'No· .. "! Dr'~ ·· 
TOPTnSend decided not to male" an appointment. • "· · · ., ... _ · ~ .J ' "· · • 

ll. ·t. ~ "7 ~ j • : 

That afternoon (March 18th}, 13 Negroes and 2 wM tes ·attempted to eat at 't he 'Capitol 
cafeteria in the basement of th~ Capitol building. They approached the entran9e .9 whereupon 
the guard told them they could not go in. Kelly B11yant and· the members· of · ·the State l'olice 
were inside t he cafeteria. B~~· ~ ilt came out and asked the demonstrators to· leave· the hall 
and follow hil1l someplace else to talk. leaders of the demonstration.9 . 'Jam~s ·Ja ne§· 'ani Ben 
Grinage, of SNCC, refused to leave., They told Bryant that th~y had come to eat and that 
if he had something to say, they could talk right there. ' Bryant s~d· 't h'at ' i.f ~ ~be _, de~ons­
t.rators would not leave peacefully, that they would have to use ot~r-. m~~~ t~~~le~;the 
ha+l. When asked about these other means, he would not explain. The c~p.tain (If :. ~~. 
troopers then took over and as he was talking to Jones, approximately 15 to 20 't.roopers 
prepared for an attack (fixed helmets, got clubs ·ready, e-ui .O Upon an order~ ttui" troopers 
attacked the demonstrators jabbing the front part of the group wi t h billy clubs arid cattle 
prods . (Troopers specifically jabbed some of the male demonstrator~~·-.... t~ obvious leaders 
of the group, in their sexual parts). 'l'hey knocked several demonstrators to the floor 

••• ' } J 

and against the wall. They continueO. t o beat demonstrators wl:.th ·clubS·; · ·cattle prods~ 
fists and feet until they were outside the building. The group t hen formed a picket l ine 
in front of the Capitol which lasted about an hour. · .. 

• • •~<> 

On Friday, l4arch 19, 1965, 33 returned to the Capitol o~eteria reqUei'ating service. 
There were 3 Univ. of Arkansas :students in this group. 'The guard a·topped the group at the 
entrance and refused to let them in. The captain of the troopers c'ame out arxi spoke to 
the group for about fice minutes. After the demonstrators refused to l eave, he gavt! the 
order to approx~tely 25 to 30 troopers who then attacked in a pushing motion. The group 
of demonstrators at first stood firm and resisted ·the att·ack. The 'group iraa' s'plit"lrtien 
bystanders in the back hit some demonstrators and troopers jumped ovi-r t lie' ·rtb1lt 'iine of 
the group into the middle, swinging clubs. A number of the demonstrators were 't(Prorm to 
the floor and kicked and beaten before they could get ~up. During· t he demo.nstrationll an 
unidentified bystander hurled some ldustrad oil gas (a poisonous liquid w.h;ich b}U:~ the skin 
and gives off a gas which causes nausea and choking) at · the demonstrato-rs:. · Rolrard Himmelbaun 
of SNCC WB.B hit by the liquid in the back. ~ hall was immedi .ately f i lled witlt this irri­
tating gas Ylhich helped move the demonstrators out of the bui lding.· Troopet's'' c·ontinued 
to jab, kick and hit demonstrators until they were finallY. 90-t' or· the buildihgr. ' Eight 
people were injured during the demonstration. They were t~~ri- to the . ArkansdS ' Baptist 
Hospital f or treatment where they were han:Ued, in general.9 discourte ously. Of the 8, 4 
were taken immediatelys Hi.Imne lbaum, who was treated for burns; Marji Holeman)) a white 
high school student, who was treated for nausea caused by the gas and continous blows to 
her stomach from clubs; Curtis Grady, who had been beaten and kicked several times on the 
left side, had I-rays taken; arxi Bill Whitfield (U. of Ark. ))) treated for a severe blow 
on the head. The other 4 people were ignored for about an hour and a half. They finally 
gave up and went t o a private doctor for treatment - most of them for blows to the ~ad 
or back. All 8 were released in the afternoon. (l2 members of the Stat.e .Police were hos­
pitalized for gas inhilation). 

After t he demonstration, Jim Jones, Ben Grinage and Bob Whitfield, went to see Kelly 
Bryant about the oa!eteria and pOlice brutality. When asked wey demonstrators were not 
arrested instea4 of beaten up if they were breaking a.n:y law, he s aid that tMy d;:"i "'~O't 
want to make a:ny arrests since •that was what you want.." He began to talk al.:.out . ,, , ~ .... s 



1a p•ral • be o~ ·be kDCIIfl a lot about colored people because many work f'or h:illl 
baial • par~ ot b1a 3ob ia aaintenance of the building. He also waved a newspaper 
ol~ ebout hGw awbite peraonwas s t abbed by a group of teenage Negroes in a New York 
.._ OU' ad a&ic:l •He could use this . " He did not explain howo That was about the 
__ , fit tbat •• u ... 

0. ....... .,, a &roup of white m d Negro ministers met to discuss what action they 
o•ld t.UII reaarding the whole situat ion. They learned from Major Thompeon of the State 
loUo• \bat tbl poUo7 was being changed. Demonstrators would be arrested i nstead of 
'-•'-•., it •1 0- ·back to tbe caf'eteria. 'The ministers decided t o take some aoti on 
• U.u CllfD about the oateteria aJXl police brutalityo They planned to meet wi th Governor 
,_... • Mo..Sq. 'l'be7 allo t hought that part of the group might try to be served. 

0. halq, Karoh 21, i t was announced on the _;:ted new~ that the Capitol Cafeteria 
w..W be olA»ed. on Jiomq bee , ._e or t he demonst:r2.tions on:! tt.at it would probably remain 
o~ •W tbe auit waa t.ard. (We declared a Victory$ but not publicly} . 

Oa Mellll.ri_ March 22, tbe ministers (now having gl:"CIII!l SO strong, headed by .four 
~bopl (ban Catbol1c, lpiloopal, Methodist and A .. M .. E .. ) went to the Capitol an:yway • 
..._ •••• ot tblt croup weDt. cic.netairs to make sure the cafeteria was closed p.nd then 
U. ...., •llt to tbe &owrDOr'a otfice to present him with a petition. Since he was not 
ia U., Jatt it With bia eaout.iw secretary. 1he petition read, in parts 

•, till ... ni&Md, • • • petition you to use your office to direc t that 
U. oateteria in tbe state Capitol be opened immediately to all the 

· oit.Ue• ot ~- 1neepective of race, color or creedo 

a.· Capitol cafeteria bas been one of the dew remaining segregated 
Mt.illl pliiHI in t.a. entire city of ld. ttle Rooko M long as a:ey 
ltatie t•iU• .- 01' ill the .future, r emains segregated, our Capi tol 
,......_ • a IJIIbol ot di'f'ilion and injustice. 

O.arMr ,.._ baa aide a ZU~Hr ot s tatement! regarding demonstrations aal the closing 
fill -.. ellet.rtat 

•fte oateteria wu ude iD\o a club to keep out demonstrators and inter l opers .• 

•• Capitol Club wu oloe.d because we were afraid someone would get hur t.• 

•I llawe DO objection \o Hegroe21 eating in the Capitol cafeteria. The t rouble is, 
U ,..a ~t tblll eat then, tbe7''ll uk for something else.." (Editorial oonments "Hair 
111'\ ,_ aN, Mr. PaubuaJ•). 


