Toz COHE Southsrn Regional Qffice Datas February 7, 1965
Prom: Canton CORE Re: The Canton Project, January 25-
Faorusry 8, 19565

PERSCHNELL CHAHGES

Charney Bromberg has returnmed to the east coast to continue his studies at Hare rd,

Karen Duncan (task force) will not return rom Cmlifornia whers she was vacationing;
sha,too, is returning to school.

Beorge Jalbert ivnluntuar} has decided to leave ths projsct g.Feb. 15,

Dean Zimmeérman (volunmteer) will lsave the project inm about a month to return to
school,

Sandra Watts will return from her vacation in the coming week; shes is working
in Rankin County (tmei force)
Judy Hampton end Phil Sharp just returned from their vacatione (both volumtesr)
Gregg Finger will Ye Joining the staff in a wesk or two, bringinz with him s
car for Aankin County
7111 Forsyth (volunteer) and Jodnn Opican(tsek force) will leave for the north
Fgb, B for about a month of spesking mixed with vacationing,

CANION TRERDOM HOUSE

§t111 recupsrating from the swash-up he had with his Jeep, and unuble to

work for mors than short stretches in tha field, 3111 Forsyth has been working
in the offics on a chronological cutiine of the project's historyy he has ths
two m=in sectione completed: wiolence and inmtimidation; evante surroundins
voter registration (the first excludes the second). Whem it is compl ted amd
dupliuatﬁd]uapisa will “s sent to the Southern and Hew York officss.

A unique vigitor has bsenfrasuenting the house, one Ida Langford, 27 yeor old
vhite Canton woman., She is a widow and the mother of two boys, both in slamsn-
tary aschool, She claims to be taking a stand for int:s ration and sxprassas
datermination to "comvert" such psople =5 3illy Ngble (“Madze Nobls is cne
of my beet frienda,"), It's di“ficult at this point to svaluate her. Thera
ares good reasons for suspecting thst she's an infiltrator; other good onss for
belisving in her pincerity; and still others for assuming that ghe's just
eragy. We'rs keeping = conmversation by ceaversation, episcde,by spisods rscord
of her relations with us and are watehing with int.rset to ses MREX how a wealthy,
snoiled, sutsnoten southern white woman reacls to poor, serouangy, suspicious
civil rights workers, GShe hns ogresd to teetify in ths hear ngs for the
congressional shallenge; she made & tape for the MFDP lawyers which they ars
thinking of olaring before Jongress. For her owa protection and bsomuss we
.don't wholly trust her muntal soundmess at this coint, she's not a good objsct
of sublicity, even though she seems to have rathsr thersughly anno nesd har
sctivities to all her friends and did write an article in one of the snclosed
CITIZEN"&.

THE COMSARSSIOUAL CHALLANGE

Lawysrs cams to Canton January 20 to bsgim lining up witnesess and digesting
inforsation for the dapositions. The first hearing was st for January 26.
The city officials had agraed to open the courtroom iz ths courthousse to us
and Foote Campbell, locsl registrat, wus to have besn ths first witness. OUn

the morning of the 26th the lawyars stopped by to pick up the Negro notary public
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who hed sgreed to "officielize® the proceedings. He rofused 16 501%h5
courthouse, saying.that Jack Young, Jeckson attorney, had advised him not

to appear, At the courtbouse six attormeys were present for the sizie,
ingluding ex-Jovernor Ooclsuen . Colsman immedistely objected to the absence
of Jones and asked the IFIP lavwyers why Jomes was not present, IFDP refused
4o give detiils. OColemen auneunced, them, that during thelr 40 duys of
denositdion, "we will take a depositicn from H.A, Jones...." QColesaun and
his fellow lewyers refused to hive testimony tsien withoul.the moierys

the hearings were called off,

A now team of lawyers is in the county now; they have heurings scheduled

40 becin Tebruary 8, This time the opposition has agreed to suzply the

notary and a local jud,e, Judgs Sandige, will officiste in thot sesiiioen,
Friendly witnesses will 1 stify londay-Vednesday. Thursday and Pridsy is
unfriendly witnesses day Thia weskend has been spent in ths quite salisfying
ocsunation of serving subpoesnse on the white power structure, Gus lioble,; President
of the Citizens Council; Billy Noble deputy sherif?, Hizh Sherifi Jack Cauthen;
chiaf of police Jan Thompson (Georze Raymond served that one 1o the chial as
he sat drimking coffee in the Mecca Oafes & whiite-only placel). A number of
IOKEEN atiornles and businessuen will be examinsd,too, All-izn-211 28
subpoenne wers served on ridaey and Saturdsy.

THE ASCH SLECTTONG ONAIIENGE

USDA is doing & real snow job on the sleciion irregularities that occurred
December 3. Comgressman John Lindsay tells us that *In gsneral, they

felt that they hod made progress this jear, that the. elect’ons vere more
aquitably run than in past yecrs, and thot in many csses slsction supervisors
hed leansd over backwards 4o e fair to Hagroes." The deporimant of agrieuliure
aleo put out a bulletin in which Freeman claims thet ™A strenmuous offort wos
nade to insure that every eligi®le wvoter was placed on the rolls in ASC
cffices and every effort was made to insure $het these individusls were
‘nfommad of the &lection." Im e letter to Congresasmen Zdwards (Calilormia)
Freeman even took eredit for encoursging Negro candidstes in the elsotion.

How, Merv Rich knows a little Detter maybe than the rest of us just how
oquitably run thin:s were thet day he collided with a belt buckle and

Mying sbtones. And eny ensrgy exerted bafore then to prevent viglsuce

ard fo insurs that all aligible voters could vote and all alizible candidataes
could run did not come from Weshington D.C. If it hed come “rom there ihe
wonr and {dear om us, our ¢ars and our budget would huve been comsiderably
cecressed, EREEIENECCGXXINE OF courss we could sssume that USDA did try

to administor 2 fair slection and was completely imcompstent to do so. This
gssumption mi ht emsily be based on our exserience with certalam USDA investigslors
who have besn making a pretemce at looking into our complaints. Nost of them
poum reasonably intellizent, but ome, a ¥r. Orowse, who took up two full cays
of time and patience asking the sams guestions over and over egain, clearly
1ivited in both preperaiion and I.§, not kaowing even how to epell such words
g8 "I1lincis" end "coordinste™ and unable to understand why Seorze Raymond ssked
$0 ses his docior in jeil (“wes it becmuse your doctor had told you mot to have
¥our beard shaved offi"), ie a sorry indicstion of how sericusly our protests
hava bhaa= talken, ‘




Canton-Fad.8 =-—- page 3

GOMMUNITY ORGANIZATION

Two communitiss in the county have rallied rather impressively arouad local
nrohlems lstely. GCommunity 3 (the iadison-iidgelend arsa) has decldsd to

do somathing about the condition of thei¥ rodds thers. OCitlzens of that
community have submitted a petition with 25 signaturss to the Seat Bupervisor.
If hs doss not rescomd by Fabruary 156 they will have a sit-in in his office.

If he doasn't have a office, and they suspect ha might not, they'll sit-in

the County Suparvisor's Offics. Two wonen nave committed thamsalves to sitting
thers for as long as nacessary, to golag to lail, mnd to staying thers. &En this
same community 2 fami'ies huave KXIBK decided to add their signaturss to the
¥adison County school dessgragation sult. GSuch mretions and decisions mre e
most imprassive step “orward in an area whars terroriz&bion has held on

avan after othsr mreas of tha states havs hegun to opem up. George Jalbart, who
hms bean working thers, iIEXEKEEY was, in fact,thrsetensad twice last weak by
logal "law enforcemsnt officials,” and was told to laave town.

Communlty G has also been the scens of nearly autonomous local act ivism. A
school bus driver thers was involvsd in an accident with a white man. The white
man was at fault. But the bus driver was charged with rec:less drivingi end he
was PEEBE told by the Superintendant of Schoola that he would lose his Job.

is fellow-drivers dscided that thsy would refusa to drive any of the bussss

if this decision stood. The loglcal extension of this was that thers would be
ne children at school, and parsants and students decided they sight as well

get the most ocut of the sitwation and desglars a school boycott. Such & boycott
is occurring FTebruary B8; ths youngsters will attend Freedom School instead and
that =school will be tmught partially by local peopla.

The newest venturs in organization hers is into Scott County. Pat Packard moved
in thers last week, found living quarters and sstablished several good contacts,
soma of whom Georgs Raymond had st up sarlier, Fear is very opasrative thers,
however, and it zot the best of Pat's hos.ess so that sha's now loaking for

new living guartsrs. But she's alrsady met emough friendliness and encoursgazent
thers to fisl that this is not too dirs a set-back,

Madison County is making prepsrations for a county convention ¥arch 27. It
will ba planned and or:anized solely by locsl peopls and ite main objsct will
be tp define what direction ths movemeni hars fasls itself soving in aad to
avaluate the hows and whys of iis moving. Delegatsa from sach cousty and
"rom the several sectlons of Canton will be slacted ts ths mastings. Tals
nffers a good chance for local lesdership to rally and replsmlsh itself,
Sentiment =sems to be crowing hers for tasting public acconodstions, A
mseting to discuss that Title of the Civil Rights Pill has bean called for
the evening of the 5th. It eould be pretiy good praliminary indiesationafl
the naturs and stremgth of the support for testing ths Sill.

If anythinz of spscial note occsurs between now and the naxt formal report
ws'll let you hear of it,

Frasdom,



